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Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 


Eaiiieft Accounts tp the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

^he Hiflory of Rome, from the Death of Ccefar 
to the Jirjl Conjulate of Odiavianus. 


^ THEN Cxlar was difpatchecl, Brutus advancing td 
\j^/ the middle of the fenate-houfe, offered to give an 
y ^ account to the fathers of the motives of their un- 
deiTaking, in hopes they would approve an action which had 
reftored liberty to their country ; but they fled in the ut- 
moll confternation, and carried terror and confufion into great con* 
all quarters of the city. So great was the throng at the door fiemation 
of the hall, and in the porch, thatfome of the fenators were 
ftifled in the crowd, and others dangeroufly wounded by 
running blindly in that general diffraction againff the drawn 
daggers of the confpirators. The news of Cscfar^s death be- 
ing fpread all over the city, the friends of the deceafed re- 
tired precipitately to their houfes, and fhut themfelves up, 
without knowing what they had to hope or fear from fo 
tragical an event. The artificers and other inhabitants 
quitting their ftiops and houfes, ran up and down the ffrccts 
in diffraClion ; feme haftening to fee the body of the de- 
ceafed ; fomc eagerly enquiring into the particulars of the 
aflaflination. In the mean time Brutus and the other con- 
fpirators marched in a body from the fenate-houfe all over 
the city, with their daggers ftill bloody in their hands, not 
like perfons who thought of efcaping, but with an air of 
VoL. XII. B confidence 
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confideHCC al^^fiurancc. Some perfoiis of diflln£lion, who 
had not been fHvy to the confpiracy, joined them with tlieir 
drawn fwords, defirous to lliare in the honour of the adion: 
of this nuntbef were C. Odavius, P. Lentulus Spinther, 
Favonius Fatifcus, and L. Statius Murcus, who had ferved 
uiider Csefar in quality of lieutenant againft the fons of 
Pompey in Spain. They proclaimed in the ftrects that they 
had killed the king of Rome, and the tyrant of their coun- 
try. They were preceded by a herald, who carried on the 
point of a lance, a cap, the fymbol of liberty among the 
Romans. I hey exhorted the people to refume their ancient 
liberty, and complimented fuch perfons of rank as came in 
•their way. When they .arrived at the comitium, Biiuus, 
holding up his bloody dagger, cried out, “ Cicero, we have 
revenged the republic.” 

^ Findlngrbowcvcr, that the people did not enter Into tlieir 
views, but rather teemed inclined to revenge the murder of 
their beloved dielator, they thought it advifeable to rerb'e 
to the Capitol, whitlier they were attended bv a body of 
ghdbtors. belonging to Decimus Brutus Albinus. Next 
da 3 r, as no citizen was injured by the confpirators cither in 
his goods or perfoii, the fenators, and manv of the people, 
went lip to the confpirators in the Capitol, \idicrc they were 
harangued by Brutus. When he had done fpeaking, they 
applauded his oratiQii, and invited him with one vokc to 
come into the city. Thus encouraged, the confpirata\s de- 
feended with confidence into the forum, Brutus bein ^ at- 
tended and guarded by many perfons of the mod: emii\'ent 
quality in Rome, while the other confpirators went pro- 
mifcuoully n^ingled with the crowd. Brutus, perceiving 
the people difpofed to hear him with attention, mounted 
the foftra, and addrefled them in a very affecting fpecch, 
explaining the motives which had prompted him and lii:j 
confederates to put Ciefar to death j and folemnly protefling 
they had nothing elfe In view but to deliver Rome from ty- 
ranny, and reftore the liberty of the commonwealth. Not- 
withflanding all his elocution, and thefe fpecious protefta- 
don5, the people continued filent, fullen, and dejeded ; 
and the confpirators dreading the confeouence, retired once 
more to the Capitol 

CiEfar, detertnined to fet'out in a few days on his intended 
againft the Parthians, had refigned his confulflnp 
lo P. Cornelius Oolabella, a young man of twenty-five years 
of age, who had married Tullia the daughter of Cicero. 

J be new couful, out of refpecl to Caefar^ waited for his de- 

^ Flirt, Dio Cam Appian. ibid. 
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Jiarlure to enter upon his office; but he no fooner heard thcS 
news of his death, than he appeared vi^ith his li6lors and 
fafees, without the confent either of the fenate or people. 
It was generally fuppofed he would join the dictator’s friepd^ 
againft Brutus and the other confpirators ; but he, to the 
great furprize of all, immediately went up to the Capitol 
with all the pomp of a conful ; and there congratulating 
Brutus and his follow'ers on the fuccefs of their glorious un- 
dertaking, declared, that he would fupport them to the iit- 
inoft of his pov/er. From the Capitol he returned to the 
forum, where he harangued the multitude, exhorting them 
to join the deliverers of their country; and, after having ut- 
tered many bitter reileCtions on Caefar, andvbeftowed the 
higheft elogiums on Brutus, he boldly propofed a law, eii- 
adfing, that for the future the ides of March Iho’nld be ccr 
lebrated with the fame folemnity as the day on wtTich Rome 
was built. The people, however, were fo far from ap- 
plauding his propofal, that they would have torn him in 
pieces, had he not faved himfelf by a timely retreat to the 
Capitol. 
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The menaces which the multitude threvv out oil this oc- 
cafion againft the dictator’s enemies, did not deter L. Cor- 
nelius Cinna from renouncing his party. Csefar had mar-i ' 
ried to his firft wife Cornelia tlie filler of Cinna, and on that 
accoimt had always favoured him in a« particular manner. 

He }hd raifed him this year to the prcetorftirp, and pro-^ 
mifiy him the confulate : but Cinna was in his heart a re- 7 hi fingu* 
pub^can, and an enemy to the dictator ; therefore, \\ipoi\ Jar beha- 
Ca:far’s death, he not only openly joined with the confpira- I'*, 

tors, but going into the forum with all the enfigris of his c^nna^. 
dignity, pronounced an inveCtive againft his brother-in-law, 
ftyling him tyrant, ufurper, and opprefibr of his country. 

When he had clofed his oration, he ftripped himfelf, in pre- 
fcnce of the people, of alf the ornaments of his dignity, 
crying out, “ Thefe I received of Csefar, againft the knowrt 
laws of Rome ; and now I refign them to the Roman peo-- 
pie, who alone have a right to difpofe of them.” The 
people took notice of nothing but his ingratitude, which 
they refented fo highly, that he was obliged to abfeond for 
fear of feeling its effeCls 

Antony and Lepidus, who were entirely attached to Cae- 
far, and had concealed themfelves through fear of being in- 
volved in his ruin, hearing how the people ftood afTcdledy 
appeared again in public. When the cernfpirators firft con- 
fulted about the execution^of their defign, they were all, ex-^ 


' Appian, Bell, Civil lib. xi. Veil. Patcrcul lib. ft. cap. 58. 
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cept BratUE, of opinion, that Antony fliould be tut ofF 
with Cicfar ; for they confidered him as a dangerous perfon, 
on account of his unbounded ambition, and the powerfui 
intcreft; he had asnong the foldiery; but Brutus would by 
no means liftcn to their advice» faying, that an a£lion un- 
dertaken in defence of the laws ought to be free even from 
all appearance of iiijuftice. Befides, he gave them hopes, 
that a great change might be wrought in Antony. This 
Roman appeared again with all the majcfly and fpicndor of 
a coiiful, l>eing Cxlar^s colleague in that dignity, and ma- 
naged his aiTairs with fuch addrefs, that Ite paved the way 
for that {rlumviratc, which gave the finlfliing blow to the 
republic, and cftablidied^nonarchy at Rente. 

The irrlUlcp he took^ as to order Lepidus to march inio 
the eit)' with a legion, which he commanded in the ncigli- 
bousrhcj'fd, and to encamp in the field of Mars. This mo- 
tion alarmed the confpirators in the Capitol, who fent de- 
puties to Antony and Lepidus, defiritig them to confider 
the dar'gcrous confeijuences of a divifion in fo critical a 
conjundure, and remonflrating, that no hatred to Ctciar’s 
perfon had ariried themagainfi; him, but only the love wdiich 
every gofsd, clti7.cn ought to have for his country. As Dc- 
rimus Brutus had already left Rome to put himfelf at the 
head of an army of veterans in Cifalpine Gaul, which pro- 
vince had been allotted him by Cxfar, Anthony Lc- 
pidus dliiemblcd even their defign of revenging the dicgiator’s 
death, and, to gain time, returned the follovidng ar/wer i 

That they were ready to facrificc their private regai^Is to 
the public good, and fu/Fer the feiiate to be alTeniblcd, that 
they might govern themfeives by the advice of fo many 
illufirious and difeerning perfons as compofed that vener- 
able body.” . 

Accordingly Antony, as confnl, appointed the fenate to 
meet early next morning in the temple of Telius, near his 
own houfe, and in the mean time placed guards all over the 
citjr. to keep the unruly multitude from raifing difturbances. 
lie iikewile ordered all Cxfar’s money and papers to be 
conveyed to bis houfe. Nest morning by break of day, the 
confeript fatl^ers afiembicd and as none of the confpirators 
appeared in the fenate, the debates were carried on with 
more calmnefs and temper than could have been expeiRed 
on fuch an occafion. Moft of the fenators were inclined 
to favour ihc confpirators ; but neverthelefs were divided 
among thcmfelvesin opinion. Some were for declaring them 
the deliverers, the faviours of tlicrr country, and allotting 
then^, as fuch, ample rewards. Others were for approving' 
the a£tioii, without appointing any rewards to the authors 
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of It, finie no perfon demanded them. Some thdngbt it was 
fufficierit to bury in oblivioxiwhat was part, without bcftow- 
ing either praifesor rewards on the authors of Cacfai's death. 

Some of Cxfar’s friends declared boldly, that the aQion 
was odious and deteftable } but that they were nevcrthckfs 
ready to concur in fuch meafurcs as Ihould be judged necef- 
fary for the fafety of thofe who had committed it, from a 
due regard to fo many illuftrious families. After fevcral 
difTerent overtures, it was at length concluded by a great 
majority, that before the confpirators were declared guilty 
or innocent, this queftipn ihould be put, Whether Cxfar 
w^as a tyrant, or a lawful magiftrate finee on the decifion 
of this depended that of all othej queftions relating to the 
confpirators. • ^ 

Antony made fuch plaufible objc6fions to this queftlon, 
that the motion was dropped ; and Cicero, in a very elo- 
quent harangue, propofed that every thing which had pafTed 
fhould be buried in oblivion. Accordingly a general am- An aSof 
nefly was proclaimed, and at the fame time it was decreed, 
contrary to the opinion of Cicero, and the moft zealous pa- 
triots, that not the leaft tittle fhould be altered of what Cx- 
far had enabled during his government. This was, in a firmed, 
manner, declaring him at the fame time both innocent and 
guHty, fince it was inconfiftent to confirm what he had done 
during his difitatorfliip, and at the fame time to decree, 
thatlhofe who had put him to death fhould not be profe- 
CLit®. Cicero, in one of his letters to Atiicus, fays, “ the 
tyr/nt is no more; but the tyranny flill fubhfts. We ex- 
prefs great joy at his death, and at the fame time confirm 
all his ordinances'.'’ 

Antony and Lepidus were ftill refolved to purfuc their 
revenge on the confpirators ; but as they diftrufted each 
other, and both were afraid of Decimus Brutus, governor 
of Cifalpine Gaul, they artfully concealed their defign, and 
caufed the aft of oblivion to be publifhed in all the quarters 
of the city. As the c6nfpirators Hill remained in their afy- 
lum for fear of fome fudden tumult, Antony and Lepidus 
fent their children to the Capitol as hollages for their fecu- 
rity ; and then Brutus, Caflius, and their followers, came 
into the city. The fame night, in token of a perfedt re- 
conciliation, Antony invited Caflius to fupper, and Brutus 
was entertained by Lepidus (A). It W’’as now believed that 

the 

c Cic, Philip. 5. Vel.Paterc. lib. ii" C?p. S** 

& Csf. Appian. lib. ii. Pip, Ub* xliv* 

(A) Antony a#ted Caflius, concealed under his robes? 

Whether he had a d^|;g«: “ Yes (anfwcred Caffius, who 
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jrtic republic would foon be reftored to her {otm^ tran- 
jquility : but tranquility no way fuited Antony’s ambitious 
views. 

Caefar, pn the ides of September of the preceding year, 
had made his will, and appointed bis father-in-law, Cal- 
purnius Pifo, to fee it executed : to him Marc Antony 
applied, and prefled him to produce the will, that it might 
be publicly read, being convinced that this ftep would pro- 
duce new difturbances, and have a great efFe£l: on the mul- 
titude. The dilator’s enemies endeavoured to perfuade 
Pifo to fupprefs it; but he, being fupported by Antony, 
declared, that nothing Oiould prevent him from difeharg- 
ing the trnfl: Cjefar had rej)ofed in him. The alTair was 
brought before the fenattc, where it occafioned frefh dif- 
f iff and putes. Antony and Pifo inflfted on having the will read, 
4ntony are the body of the deceafed didtator honourajbly interred. 

Thofe (faid Pifo), who boaft of having killed a tyrant, 
svittread, themfelves in a mofl tyrannical manner: they are 

willing that whatever Carfar has done in their behalf ihould 
be ratified, and at the fame time demand, that his laft; dif- 
pofitions fliall be fupprefled. As to Csefar’s funeral, you 
may order what you think proper ; but as to his will, which 
he has depofited in my hands, I am refolved to read it be- 
fore the people.” The aflair was debated by both parC:es 
with great warmth ; Caffius violently oppofing the projjufal 
of Antony and Pifo, which, if complied with, he forei/aw, 
would revive the alfedfions of the people, and caufc i\;e41i 
fruius troubles ; but Brutus at length yielded, and it was decrerd, 
yields them that C^Efar's will fliould be opened and read ; that his tu- 
oji^. neral rites fhould be performed at the expcnce of the pub- 
lic, and divine honours decreed to his memory. 
pipfar^s The will being produced, and read in the prefence of 
the people, it appeared, that he had appointed his three 
great-nephews his heirs, C. O^favius, Lucius Pinarius, and 
Quintus Pedius. To 06tavius, the grandfon of his After 
Julia, be left three-fourths of his eftate, and the remaining 
panto the other two: he alfo ordained, that young O^fa- 
yius, his principal heir, fhould take his name, and be 
adonredinto tl^e Julian family; and that if any of his great- 
pepl^ews fhould die, or renounce his inheritance, Dccimus 
^ru^us and M. Antony fliould be fubftituted in their room. 
Several of the cpnfpirators were appointed guardians to his 
children, in cafe be fhould leave any ; and Pepimus Bru- 
jtus, for ^hom be had a pa^^cular affJ^ipn, was named to 


was naturally choleric and ful- the fbverclgn power/? This 
fetj), and a ^arp one too, for anfwer put a flop to any farther 
ffpy who fliall dare to Jilpirc at je<^. 
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luccccd Oflavius, fhould he die without ifTue male, and to 
be adopted into the Julian family. the fame will be 
bequeathed to the Roman people his fine gardens beyond 
the Tiber, and to each individual citizen the fum of feventy- 
five Attic drachmas, or three hundred fefterces. Tbefe Difinrb- 
' laft tokens of Cxfar^s beneficence revived the affection of 
the people for him, and provoked them once more againft 
Brutus and his followers, on whom they beilowed the ^ " 
name of affafTins, threatening them with the fame death 
they had infii6lcd on their common benefador. 

Brutus, perceiving how much they were exafperated, 
mounted the roftra in quality of praetor, and endeavoured 
to appeafe them, by demonftrating that Cjcfiir was a tyrant, 
who had deftroyed the confti^tion and liberties of his 
country. He likewife addrcflTed himfclf to the veteraiiB 
who had ferved under Caefar, promifing, in the name of the 
republic, that they fhould be no lofers by the didfator^s 
death ; that thofe who had already received lands, fhould 
be confirmed in the pofTeffion of them ; and that thofe who 
were not yet rewarded, fhould be fatisfied out of the firft 
money which fhould come into the public treafury. 

On a ftage, eredled in the forum, they produced the ^heho^ 
body of Caefar, laid upon a bed of ivory richly adorned with 
'^rtains made of cloth of gold and purple \ and near it was 
hutg the bloody robe which he wore at his death. All 
KoVic crouded to fee the mangled body of their deceafed 
heJb, whofe lofs they bewailed with fighs, tears, and la- 
nyfntations- Thofe chiefly, who had ferved under him in 
hfe wars, were inconfolable, and with loud cries demanded 
vengeance. Then Antony afeended the roftra, and expa-> Antmy in* 
tiated with great eloquence upon every circumftance in the flornes the 
life and death of Csefar which could tend to excite their 
compaflion and revenge. 

He had fcarce finifhed his oration, when one of the fpcc- 
tators, in a tranfport of enthufiafm, mounting the ftage, 
feized Caefar’s robe, and difplaying it to the multitude, 

‘‘ Behold (cried he) the fpoils of an hero, beloved of the 
gods, and reverenced by the world even to adoration 
Thefe words, interrupted with frequent fighs, uttered with Various 
a niournful tone, and accompanied with outcries, and at- 
titudes of forrow, occafioned a general commotion. At 
the fame time there fuddcnly appeared an image of Caefar 
in wax, which moved by fprings, and fhewed the twenty- 
three wounds which he had received on his face and differ- 
ent parts of his body. This fight tranfported the populace to 
madnefs ; the forum refounded with fighs mixed with me- 
pagc9 ai^d curfes againft the authors of bis deaths whom 
^ ^ 3 4 3)ey 
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tliey ftyled aflatEns and parricides, defcrving the moft cruel 
puniflimerits. Their fury was fo great, that they would 
defer no longer the folemnities of the funeral ; but tearing 
to pieces the benches and chairs of the magrftratcs, who 
held their courts in that place, and carrying away the coun- 
ters and tables from the adjoining (hops, raifcd with them 
a funeral pile, and placing Caefar’s body upon it, fet it on 
fire ; fo that the body and the bed were confumed at once. 
The veterans, who Had ferved under the deceafed, threw 
into the flames all the military rewards he had beftowed on 
them. Ivjany women of diftin^fion, to teftify their grief, 
and honour his memory, committed to the fire their jewels, 
their ornaments, and robes. The incenfed multitude 
fnatched the flaming brano^i out of the fire, and ran to burn 
the houfes of the confpirators ; but they were prevented by 
the friends and domeftics who had been armed to protea: 
them from violence (B). 

Brutus and his party were fo alarmed, that they thought 
it advifeable to retire from the city; and accordingly they 
privately withdreM'- to Antiurn. All the ftrangers in Rome 
mourned after the cuftoni of their refpe^five countries, ef- 
pecially the Jews, who watched fevcral nights at the place 
where Caefar’s body had been burnt. At laft divine ho- 
nours were paid him, and an altar was built by the pop<!i- 
lace in the fame place, which was ever after looked uOion 
as facred. His great nephexv 0£favius caufed a tempi/*' to 
be cretled on the fpot, and a pillar of jafper twenty \^et 
high, inferibed, To the father of his country 

Antony, knowing that it was in the power of the fenatc 
to crofs his defigns, refolved to regain their favour, by in- 
!h£fing fuch punifhments on the authors of the difturbanccs, 
as flruck the unruly multitude with terror, and for a while 
reftored the city to its former tranquility. Having affem- 
bled the fenate, he aiTured the fathers, that henceforth his 
whole attention (hould be how to quiet the people's minds, 
diflraflcd on this fatal occafipn, and to prevent the cala- 
piities of a civil war. 

He rrepofed recalling Sextus Pompeiiis, fon of Pompey 
the Great, who, ever fince the battle of Munda, had con- 
cealed himfelf in Celtibcria. He was even of opinion, that 

^ Plat. Appian, Pio. Suet. ibid. 

(B) As they were returning him for apothpr of the fame 
from the conipnators* houfes, name, who w'as concerned in 
they rjiet one Cinna, who had the confpiracy, fell upon him, 
been always greatly attached to and tore him to pieces on th4 
Capffit'? party; but miftajeing fpot, ‘ 

, ' thq 
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ikc lofe of his paternal eftatc, which had been confifcated 
by Csefar, fhould be reftored at the cxpience of the public ; 
and that the fupreme command of all the naval forces of 
the republic fhould be conferred upon him, in the fame unr 
limited manner as it had been enjoyed by his father. This 
propofal was heard with furprize| and received with gene? 
ral applaufe (C)* 

The fenators were highly pleafed with fuch a conduct in Demand$ 
a conful and a friend of Caefar ; but the populace reproached 
him with ingratitude tp the memory pf his benefador. 

Antony failed not to make a merit with the fenate of this 
averfion : he even pretended to be afraid, left the enraged 
multitude fliould make fome attempt upon his life ; and de- 
manded a guard of the fenate to^Jecure himfelf againft the 
rabble, who, he faid, threatened him with deftrudlion. 

The fathers could not reje6t his requeft, fince he had in- w/neAit 
curred the hatred of the people for the intereft of the fe- granud, 
nate ; they allowed him therefore a guard for the fecurity 
of his perfon ; but Antony, under this pretence, chofe 
ijx thoufand old legionaries, who had ferved with him unr 
der Csefar, and paSionately longed to revenge the death of 
their general. The fenate was alarmed at feeing the con- 

f ^alk the ftreets of Rome, always attended with fuch 
mber of armed men : even his friends remonftrated to 
that fuch an extraordinary attendance rendered him 
died and odious in a free ftate. Antony promifed to 
nd them as foon as he thought him/elf out of danger ; 
in the mean time, to remove the fufpicion they might 
tain of his afpiring to fucceed Caefar in the didlator- 
Ijiip, he propofed a law abropting that dignity for ever, 
and it was pafled in the aflembly of the people. 

This calmed for a while the fears of the fathers : but 
Antony foon gave them frefh motives of jealoufy ; for hav- hood and 
ing gained over to his intereft Caefar’s fecretary Faberius, douhh^ 
and by his means made himfelf matter of all his papers, he 
appointed officers, brought new members into the fenate. 
recalled fome from exile^ and freed otherij o\it of prifon ; 


(C) Some arcnbe4 this change 
in Antony to his fear of thecon- 
ipirators ; others fufpe<fted, that 
he was delirous oi engaging 
the fenate in his favour againft 
young Odlavius, tbe didtator’s 
heir, who was on his journey 
from Greece to Rome. All the 
fenators, however, bellowed on 
jiiin the greateft commenda- 


tions. Cicero, deceived by this 
falle appearance of zeal, highly 
commended Antony’s conduft, 
firft in the fenate, and after- 
wards in a letter he wrote to 
him, which the conful kept, 
and in due time made public by 
way of anfwer to the orator’s 
bitter invedtives. 

and 
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and all thefe regulations as having been prefcribed by C:c 
Ibr. Having by this artifice introduced many of his owj 
creatures into the fenate, be began to a£k with great inde 
pendency, knowing he had nothing to dread cither fron 
the fathers or the populace, fince he had now a ftrong part] 
in the fenate, and was guarded by a numerous body o. 
chofen troops againft the infults and attempts of the. mul- 
titude. Befides, the whole authority of the govern men! 
was lodged in his hands. He was himfelf conful, one oi 
his brothers, Lucius Antonins, M^as tribune of the people, 
and the other, C. Antonius, prcctor ; fo that, without tak- 
ing upon him the title either of king or dictator, he go- 
verned Rome with an abfolute fway Antony attached 
Lepidus to bis intereft, bye^procuring for him the dignity of 
pontifex maximus, vacant by the death of Cmfar, and be- 
trothing his daughter Antonia to his fon. 

Some of the confpirators returned to Rome, while others 
continued at Antium ; among the latter was M. Brutus, 
who, upon intelligence that many of the old foldlers who 
had ferved under Cicfar, of whom they had received lands, 
lay in wait for him, and by fmall parties had ftolen into 
the city, would not expofe himfelf to unnecelTary dangers ; 
however, in his abfcnce, magnificent fiiews were exhibited 
to the people at his expence, he being then praetor. Cj.'- 
far had, before his death, allotted provinces to the icf 
men among the confpirators ; to wit, Macedon to M. u- 
tus, Syria to CafTius, Afia to Trebonius, Bithynia to C(im- 
ber, and Cifalpine Gaul to Decinuis Brutus. They i ill 
continued in or near the capital, to watch Antony 's 11. ps, 
who afpired, notwith (landing all his former protcllations, 
to the love reign power. 

Such was the pofture of affairs, when new's was brought, 
that young Oclavius, Csefar's great-nephew and adopted 
fon, was coming to take poffeflion of his inheritance. He 
was the fon of Caius Odtavius, of the fenatorial order, who 
had been praetor of Macedon, and of Accia, daughter to 
Julia, Caefar's fifter. The OSavian family was divided in- 
to two branches, the Cneil and the Caii : the former were 
early dillinguilhed at Rome by the firft honours of the re- 
public; the latter, from whom C^efiir's adopted fon was 
defeended, were fimple knights at the time of the fecond 
Punk war. 0€favius’s great-grandfather ferved in Sicily 
in quality of legionary tribune, and his grandfather bore 
the firft employments in Vclitrse, his native city. His 

e Appian. lib. in. & viii. Dio, lib. xliv, PJttt. in Bruto* Cic. 
in Epift. paffup, Sc in Pbilippicis, 
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i 3 [^otlier Accia, or Atia, waa the daughter of Julia and,M« 

Accius Balbus> whofe family^ as appears from feveral an- 
cient inferiptions, had been, long before the birth of Octa- 
vius, one of the moft confpicuous of Aricia, an ancient city 
of Latium. Octavius was born in the confulate of Cicero 
and Caius Antonius. His father Caius 06tavius dying 
when he was four years old, his mother Accia married 
again, and took to her fecond hufband Lucius Marcius Phi- 
lippus, defeended from thofe Philippi who fignalized them- 
felves ill the Macedonian wars. From his infancy he bore 
the fumamc of Thurinus, afliimed, as Suetonius conjec- 
tures, by his father, who drove the remains of Catiline's 
army from the neighbourhood of Thurium, a city of Great 
Greece, and thence ftyled Thurinus. 

Accia his mother, and Philippus his father-in-law, took Bis ejuca^ 
care to have him educated and inflru^led by the bed mailers 
then in Rome; and he is faid to have fo profited by their 
inftru£lions, that at nine years old he harangued the people 
with wonderful confidence, and pronounced the funeral 
oration of his grandmother Julia when he was not quite 
twelve. His extraordinary parts, joined to the majefty of 
his engaging mien and comely perfon, influenced in his 

veil r all who knew or only beheld him. Julius CxTar, regard 
l^great-uncle, was fo pleafed with bis genius and difere- Cafar had 
tio^, that he cheriflied him with all the fondnefs of a father, 
an» lvcry early formed the defign of adopting him, in 
cad"' he fhould leave no children of his own. He intended 
to. carry 0£laviiis to the Parthian war, and with this 
view had fent him before to Apollonia, on the other fide 
the Adriatic, to wait for him there, and in the mean time 
improve his talent for eloquence under the famous rheto- 
rician Appllodorus of Pergamus. 

He had been fix months in Apollonia, when he receiv- h informtd 
ed the news of his uncle’s tragical death. At firft he knew at Apollo- 
not whether the whole fenate was privy to his murder, or 
whether he had fallen by a ^onfpiracy of his private ene- 
mies ; but he was foon informed, that fixty fenators of the 
moft illuftrious families in Rome bad been in the plot ; that 
even thofe v/ho had no (hare in it, did, however, fecretly 
favour the confpirators, whom they looked upon as the de- 
liverers of their country ; that this party was very powerful; 
that Antony, Lepidus, and the other friends of his great- 
uncle, under pretence of avengjng bis death, aimed at no- 
thing elfe but to eftablifli their own power; and that the 
city was filled with troubles and commotions, occafioned 
by the animofity of different parties. At the fame time, 

received letters from his mother and fathcr-ia-law, and 
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other fricndsy advifing him to forbear’ for fire pretcht de-r 
daring either his preten/ions or refentmeiit, fince there 
could be no fafety fpr him, but m an obfeure and pri-^ 
.j f irate life. 

Oftavius, rejedling thefe timorons counfels, refolved to 
pzf&. over into Italy without delay, to inform hrmfelf of the 
Etuatron of affairs- He went oh board a fmall veffel, and 
paffing the Adriatic fea, landed at Ltipia, now La Rocca^ 
ffitrimfy, between Braiiduflum and Hydruntum The former was 
the ufual place of landing, for thofe who came from the 
EsLft ; hut 0<5tnvias thought if advifeable not to ffiew him- 
felf there, the place being full of foldiers, till he had, by 
means of feme emiffaries, ffunded the difpofition of the: in- 
habitants and garrifon. The latter no foorier heard of his 
arrival, than they went out, and introduced him by a kind 
of triumph into the city. Oftavias thanked them for their 
attachment and refpect ; and, after having offered a folcmn 
fa-'crifice to the gods, declared himfclf Cxfar’s heir, and fon 
by adoption, calling himfelf no longer Caius Offavius, but 
ktir, Caius Julius Caefar Oftavranus (D). The garrifon of Brim- 
dufium, which was very numerous, and confiltcd of ve- 
ferans, whom Cicfar intended to lend ag.iinft the Parthians, 
mrms’tim- nor only offered their ferviccs to Octavianus, but put him 
in poffeffion of all the military ftores and p/ovifions wh'.jh 
Cjcfar had prepared for his Parthian expedition, and rSn- 
Tcyecf to Brundiihum, in order to be tranfponed from thcVice 
into the Eaft. Odtavianns had alfo the good fortune to in- 
tercept the tributes, which were fent aniuially to Rome from 
the pTcvinccs on the other fide the fca, and likewife the 
provifions and money defigncd for the fupport and payment 
of the troops of the rcjjublic in Macedon. Thcfe Oddavia- 
nus feized for his own ufe, giving out that he intended to 
revenge his uncle^s death. Thus fupplied at once with 
men, money, arms, and provisions, he fet out for Brun- 
dufium, and took his route through Campania to Rome. 
On the fourteenth of the calends of May he arrived at 
oim Naples, and next day went to vifit Cicero at bis country- 

(D) Adopted perfons affam- ed by ServiHus Caepio Aga- 
€ld all the three names of Him lo. The other was added with 
who adopted them ; but, as a fome flight alteration, as in the 
mark of their projicr defeent, cafe before us, 06Iavianus call- 
added at the eiid cither their for- ing himfelf, after his adopted 
mcrnoincnor cognpmen ; the fatirer, C. Julius Caefar, ami 
Erfl exflflly the fame as before, changing the cognomen Odta- 
for inilance, Servilius Cse- vius into Octavianus, declaring 
pio Agalo Brutus, the name of himfelf thereby to be of th<? 
M; Junius Bruttssi when adopt* O^lavian family. 

houfe* 
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tioufe, in tlie neighbourhood of Cumae, whither the orator 
iiad retired for fear of Antony, who now governed Rome 
with an abfolute fway. 

From Cumx, 0£tavianus purfued his journey to Rome, 
and was joined, as he pafled through Campania, by the 
tnoft confiderabie of his uncle’s friends, relations, ireed- 
ihen, and even his flaves. The veterans likewife, to whom 
Cxfar, after the civil wars, had given lands in Italy, ha- 
ftened from all parts, to offer their fervice to his adopted 
fon. As he approached Rome, nioft of the magiffrates, Arrkfes M 
the oflicers of the army, and the people, came out in crouds 
to meet him. Antony alone neglected to fhew him the 
lead refpe6: ; he did not even deign to fend any of his 
fervarit^ or attendants to compllAent him in his name : but 
of this negledl, young OcTaviaiius took no notice, being 
unwilling, on fb trifling an account, to difoblige one with 
whom he had affairs of much greater moment to tranfa£l. 

His friends could not forbear publicly condemning the pride 
and ingratitude of Antony *, but 0£lavianu5, with an ap- 
pearance of good humour, excufed him on account of his 
greater age, and the prerogatives of the confular dignity. 

It behoves me, who am a young man, and in a private 
iftation (faid he), to wait on one who is my fenior, and in 
tne highefl: pdft of the republic” Accordingly, he rcfolv- 
ed\o make him a vifit next morning; but, as he defigned 
to lave his adoption firft ratified by the praetor, according HatkisMm 
to the Roman cuitom, he defired his friends to meet him (hptiwrom 
early in the forum, with as many attendants as they could 
conveniently aflemble, in order to afliil at that ceremony. 

His friends and relations, with crouds of clients and at- 
tendants, accompanied him early in the morning, purfuant 
to his requeft, into the forum, where he proved before 
Caius, the brother of Antony, at that time praetor urbanus 
or city praetor, his adoption, declared his acceptance, and 
caufed it to be regiftered by the public feribes or notaries. 

From the forum OQavianus went to Pompey’s gardens, 
where Antony then refided. The conful fuffered him to 
wait a confiderabie time at the gate, intimating, by that 
afFe£led difregard, how much he was above him, and what 
degree of authority he defigned to maintain over him. At 
length he admitted him into his apartment, and received 
him with great politenefs and civility. Odlavianus fpoke 
firft : he began with returning thanks to Antony, for his 
attachment to the memory of his father, and the panegyric to Antony 
he made at his funeral ; then he modeftly complained of ot their 
his having fuffered a pardon to pafs in favour of the con- 
fpifators. He reminded him of C^efar’s friendfliip to him, 

and 
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and of the many good offices he had done him : he con^ 
jured him, by the memory of his friend and bcnefaftor, to 
affift him in revenging his death, at leaft not to oppofe him 
in fo laudable an undertaking. In the clofe. of his fpecch, 
he gave Antony to undcrftand, that he was refolved to pay 
immediately the legacies which his father had left to the 
people and foldiery ; and therefore defired to have deliver- 
ed to him, as Csefar^s chief heir, the nion^y which he had 
caqfcd to be conveyed from Cscfar’s houfe to his own : 
“ But as that (faid he), will hardly be fufficient to difeharge 
all my obligations, I fhall be obliged to you, if you will 
either lend me fomc of your own, or procure me fonie at 
iiitereft frojn the (]uscilors,f that I may pay off what lhall re- 
main due to thofe whom my father has remembered in his 
will. As for his moveables, I am willing you ffiould keep 
them, as marks of his affedlion ; but for the ready money I 
have prefent occafion, and* therefore hope you will order it 
to be delivered to me without delay/* 

Antony, amazed at the young man’s boldnefs, and piqued 
at what he fald in the clofe of his fpeech, relating to his 
father’s money, which, according to Plutarch, amounted 
to no Icfs than four thoufimd talents, told him, with an 
air of authority, that he was very much miftaken, if he 
fancied, that Csefar had left him heir of the Roman emp^e, 
as well as of his name and fortune; that his death ought 
to have taught his adopted fon, that the conflitution of the 
commonwealth allowed neither of hereditary nor eleeffive 
fovereigns; and that therefore he ought not to demand 
reafons of a Roman conful, for what he had done in the 
government of the commonwealth. As for the obligations, 
which he pretended to owe him, on account of the honours 
he had procured for his father’s memory, he willingly ac- 
quitted him of them all, fince what he had done w^as only 
dehgned for the good of his country. “ However (added he), 
to me alone you are indebted for his name and eftate; for had 
Csefar been treated like an ufurper, a difgrace which I alone 
prevented, there had been neither will, inheritance, nor adop- 
tion : but I fecured to him the honours due to his memory, 
and by thefe means his name and eftate to you, even at the 
hazard of my own life. It is true, I have fuffered fome 
decrees to pafs in the fenate, favourable to the confpirators ; 
but I have been prompted thereto by reafons, which one of 
your age is not capable of difeerning. As to Caefar’s money, 
which you demand, it does not amount to fo great a Aim 
as you imagine ; befides, as it belonged to the common- 
wealth, from which your father took it, it has been, in 
great part, lliared among the magiftrates fince his death. 
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who are to difpofe of it according to the Exigencies of the 
ftate. As for what remains, I am ready to put it into }^ur 
hands ; but give me leave to advife you, young man, not 
to Squander it in largefTes and gratifications : employ it ra- 
ther, in fending back to their rcfpedtive colonies that flioal 
of followers, who attended you hither. The populace is a 
monfter, that will never be f tisfied, and will always re- 
quite the good oflices of their fellow-citizens with the bafeft 
ingratitude. As you are converfant in the Grecian hillory, 
you mufl: know, that the favourites of the people arc, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, fliorr-lived, and that popular alfedion is 
more inconftant than the waves of the ocean 

0 £lavianus, offended at this ^ 5 eech, took his leave of 
Antony abruptly, repeating fcveral times, as he went out 
of the door, the name of Csefar. He was well apprifed, 
that the confuJ kept his father’s money and eftate from him, 
with a view to difable him from purchafing the Favour of 
the people. He therefore rcfolved to expofe to public falc 
all the houfes and lands that belonged to the di(5:ator, de- 
claring, that he would not have accepted his inheritance, 
had it not been to prevent Antony from depriving fo many 
• families of the effeefs of Ccefar’s bounty towards them: 
b'at the conful, to prevent the falc, prevailed upon fomc 
pri^ite citizens to claim the lands, as the ellates of their an- 
ccflors, which the dictator had appropriated to himfclf 
during the civil war. At the fame time, the quseftors and 
othef officers of the revenue, at the inftigation of the conful, 
claimed part of thofc lands, as having been confifeated for 
the ufe of the public. Octavianus, forefeeing the affair 
would be drawn out to a great length, put up to fale his own 
patrimony, ith the eftates of his mother and father-in-law, 
who parted with them to promote his defigns and affift him 
in purchafing the favour of the people. With the money 
accruing from thefe falcs, he paid part of his Caefar’s lega- 
cies ; which a{Te(S\cd generofity fo charmed the populace, 
that they all declared in his behalf, and broke out into bitter 
irive£livesagainfl Antony, for with-holding hisfather’s eftate. 
A fe\i^ days after this tranfa£tion, a difpute arofe between 
Antony and 0£taviajnus, on occafion of the public fliews, 
which Crotonius exhibited during his sedilefhip. I'he fe- 
nate had decreed in Caefar’s life-time, that at all public 
ftiGws, a gilt chair, and a crown of gold fhould be placed 
for him, even after his death, to make the memory of that 
great man immortal. Purfuant to this decree, 0 <^avianus 

^ Liv. lib. txvii. Appian. lib. iii. p. 531, 533. Dio. Hb. xlv. Veil. 
Patcrcul. lib, ii. cap. 60. Suet, in O^avio. Cic. Epift. ad Attic. 

Sc 13 . Jib. xiv, Orof lib. vi, cap. lo. 
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fent the chair and crown ; but the aedile, influenced by 
tony, refufed to admit them; The affair being carried be- 
fore the conful, Antony anfwercd coldly, that he would re- 
fer it to the fenate : And I, anfwered Odtavianus haugh- 
tily, will place my father’s chair where it ought to ftand, 
while you are confulting the confeript fathers.” 

Antony, provoked at the young man's boldnefs, threatened 
to fend him to prifon, if he attempted to bring forth his fa- 
ther’s chair and crown, either at the games of Crotonius, or 
at thofc which he himfelf was to exhibit in honour of the 
§e$arrth diiSlator, before the temple of Venus. 0£lavianus, per- 
toith An^ ceiving that this prohibition was ill received by the people, 
refolved to convert it to bis own advantage ; and, accord- 
ingly, going into the forum, complained to the multitude of 
the injury done to the memory of his father, addreffing him- 
felf to Antony, as if he had been prefent (E). Hisdifeourfe 
incenfed the populace againlt Antony ; every one detefled 
his ingratitude; even his own guards, who had ferved under 
Crefar, threatened to abandon him, if he continued to per- 
fecLitc the fon of their general. Antony, finding it was his 
intereftto diflemble, declared that he preferved a tender re- 
gard for the memory of Ctefar, and had alfo a great value^ 
for his fon ; but as the young man, proud of the name of 
Cxfar, pretended to put himfelf upon the level with a jon- 
ful, he thought himfelf obliged to make himfenfiblc of the 
difFerence between a private citizen and the chief magif- 
trate of the republic; but that he was ready to forget all that 
7heyare was pall, provided Odlavianus would, for the future, pay 
rtconcMw refpecl and deference to which he was entitled by 

his age andoflice- This explanation was, at the requell of 
the officers, followed by an interview, in which, after mu- 
tual proteftationsof friendffiip, they promifed to affill each 
other in revenging Caefar’s death s. 

In this pretended reconciliation with Odlavianus, Antony 
^pr^ince of private views. As the confular year was near cx- 

CifaUitte g Piut. Dio, Appian. ibid. 

GauL 

(E) “ Why ffiould your ha- man, to whom you owe your 
tred to me (laid he) extend to prefent dignity. Sufler me, at 
Caefar, who deferved fo well of leaft, Antony ! to difeharge 
yon ? Why do you endeavour thofe legacies which he has left 
to prevent me from paying thofe to his fellow-citizens ; I freely 
honours to the memory of my abandon to your infatiable ava- 
failier, which you procured, rice all the reft. 1 lhall think my- 
and the fenate decreed, for him ? felf rich enough, if I can do juf- 
Sacrlficc me, it you pleafe, to tice to his memory, by diftri- 
your revenge ; but do not thus buting among the people what# 
revile the manes of a great he has left them by his will." 

piring. 
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firing, be hoped, by the intereft of 0£tavianus, to procufc 
the province of Cifalpine Gaul, which had been given to 
Pecimus Brutus by the didiator, and confirmed to him af- 
ter his death, by a decree of the fenate* He knew the inl- 
portance of that government, with refped to all Italy, and 
remoiiftrated to 0£iatianus, that fince he was generoufly 
difpofed to revenge the death of his father, he ought not to 
fuffer one of his alTaffins to enjoy a command at the gates of 
Rome. 0£favianus fell into the fnare, and pronirfed to af- 
fift him with all his interefi The affair was brought before 
the fenate, where it met with oppofition, a great number of 
the fenators being attached to the perfons and caufe of the 
confpirators : befides, they could i^tturn Brutus out of the 
province which Caefar had allotte(fdiim, without reverfing 
the decree by >vbich they had confirmed all his ads. The 
propofal was therefore rejeded by a great majority : but 
Antony had recourfe to the people,* whofe tribunes he had 
bribed ; and the undifeerning multitude, notwitHftanding 
the remon (trances of the feriatCj granted him the govern- 
ment he defired; On this occafion, Odavianus employed 
all his intereft in favour of Antony, arid it was chiefly by 
his intrigues that the conful carried his point. The fathers 
iniinediately difpatched a meffenger to Brutus, acquainting 
him with what had paffed, and advifing him not to delive'r 
up the province to Antony, but to fortify himfelf, and keep 
out the conful, if necelfary, by force of arms 
The friends of Caefar triumphed^ on account of the re- 
conciliation between Odavianus and Antony ; but as the 
interefts of the rivals were fo oppofite, each of them afpir- 
ing at the fame power which Caefar had enjoyed, it was 
impofllble they fhould continue long united. Antony, 
thinking himfelf now mafter of Italy, began to thwart Oda- 
vianus^s meafures, and treat him with Jefs regard ; he even 
Commanded him, under fevere penalties, to forbear bribing 
the populace with his hrgefics : and becaufC Odaviantis, 
by the intereft he had with the people, was likely to get 
Flaminius, one of his creatures, named to the tribunate, 
Antony employed all his credit and authority to poftpone 
the eledion. Thus the ^verfion of the rivals was renewed. 
Antony never mentioned Odavianus but with the epithets 
of a rafii, turbulent, aind feditioiis young man ; while Oda- 
vianus endeavoured to inflame the refentment of the peo- 
ple againft Antony. The fenate was overjoyed at this di- 
^ifion j but Antony's guards, and the late didator’s friends, 
did not fail to remonftrate to him againft the dangerous 

Plat» Pie, Appian.ibid, 
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coiifcqueAccs of their difagreement, and to exhort Antofiy 
to be reconcilerl again to the fon of their general, Antony 
v^sno lefs defirous of deftroying the confpirators than were 
his foldiers and officers ; but he could not bear it fhould be 
owing toOc^avianus. He was afraid, that, under pretence 
of revenging Caefar’s death, he might feize On the fovereigii 
power, after having ruined the republican party. This 
was the fecret motive that prompted him to oppofe O^la- 
vianus, whom he beheld greatly beloved by the foldiery and 
people. ^ 

However, as it would have been dangerous to difoblige 
the officers and legionaries, who had followed him llnce the 
dictator’s death, he unjjertook to juftify his conduCi: in an 
harangue, which is rejUted at length by Appian and un- 
ravels all the myfteries of his policy. The fpecch fatisfied 
his officers; yet they infided on his being reconciled to 
Oclavianus, to whom, at their requeft, he had a fecond in- 
terview in the Capitol, which ended like the firft, in mutual 
engagements and promifes to affift each other; but not- 
withilanding their pretended reconciliation, they parted juft 
as finccre friends as they were before. 

Antony, to attach his colleague Cornelius Dolabella 
his intereft, and at the fame time to weaken the party ‘evT 
the confpirators, perfuaded him to demand the goverrment 
of Syria, which had been allotted by Csefarto Caffius, and 
the command ol the army which the dictator had defigned 
to lead againft the Parthians. The fathers, offended ar 
fuch an unfeafonable demand, remonftrated to him, that 
it was an infult upon the memory of Caefar, who had given 
that government to Caflius, and upon the fenate, which 
had, by a fpecial decree, confirmed all his ordinances. Do- 
labella, now wholly attached to Antony, anfwercd, that 
Caffius had firft tranfgrefled the ordinances of Caefar ; and 
that a traitor, who had imbrued his hands in the blood of 
his friend and beuefador, ought not to have any (hare in 
his favours. As the fenate continued inflexible, the difpute 
was brought before the people, who readily granted the go- 
vernment of Syria to Dolabella, in hopes of feeing a fpeedy 
vengeance taken of the dilator’s enemies. Antony, taking 
advantage of the prefent difpofidon of the people, prevailed 
upon them, at the fame time, to confer on his brother 
Caius Antonius the government of Macedan and Illyricum, 
which had been invcflcd in M. Brutus. By thefe prorho- 
tions, Brutus and Caiilus were deprived of their govern- 
ments ; but the fenate, who placed all their hopes in thefe 

< Appian. lib, iii. cap. p, 
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JiatHots, and were equally jealous of Oftavianus and An- 
tony, procured other provinces for them, namely, Gyrene 
and Crete for Caflius, and Bithynia for Brutus*'. 

As the reconciliation of Antony and Odavianus was 
forced, their pretended friendlhip was ihort-livedi A few 
days after they had mutually engaged, in the Capitol, to 
amft each other, Antony caufed fome of his guards to be 
put under arreft, pretending, that they had been corrupted 
by OcEfavianus to murder him. This was, perhaps, a mere 
pretence to raife forces. Accordingly Antony fent orders 
to his brother Caius, for whom he had procured the go- 
vernment of Macedon, to bring into Italy four of the legions 
that were quartered in that provuice. He flattered him- 
felf that Lepidus, who was now Spain at the head of 
four legions, and Plancus, who commanded three moie in 
Tranfalpine Gaul, would declare for him. 0£lavianus, 
fearing to be furprifed and cruflied by his enemy, baflened 
into Campania, where he collected ten tboufand brave vete- 
rans, who had ferved under Caefar, and had been rewarded 
by him for their fervice with lands in that part of Italy. 
He likewife found means to corrupt and gain over two of 
Antony's legions, the Martian and the fourth. 

Having thus raifed an army, without being invefted with 
a military title, or any magiftracy which gave him right to 
command the forces of the republic, efpecially againil a con- 
ful, he marched immediately toRortie ; but thought it advife- 
able to halt at the temple of Mars, about two miles from the 
city, till he obtained the confentof the people for his entry. 
Canutius, a tribune of the people, in an harangue to the 
multitude, aflured them, that young Odlavianus had no 
other view in entering Rome with fo numerous a guard, 
but to protedl them and himfelf from the infults and dan- 
gerous attempts of the cruel and ambitious confuL The 
populace, ever giddy and fiiort-fighted, believed their tri- 
bune, and fufFered OdFavianuS to enter the city with all 
his forces. Antony was then at Brundufium, whither he 
had gone to appeafe a tumult, which fome mutineers had 
raifed among the Macedonian legions ; but he was hourly 
cxpedled, both with his own guards and the other legions, 
which had remained faithful to him, nobody doubted that a 
civil war would foon be kindled within the walls of Rome. 
In this perfuafion, fome flded with Antony, others with 
06Iavianus ; but the moft difeerning among the fenatora 
declared for neither, afFe£ling to (land neuter, and in the 
mean time privately inflaming the heads of the parties 

^ Dio, lib. xlv. Liv, lib, cxvii. Appian. lib. iii. p. 5^3—546* 
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againll each other, not without hopes of feeing thcrh both 
undone by their mutual hatred * (F). 

Antony having appeafed the tumult, which had been 
raifed among his troops at Brundufium by the emiflaries of 
Odtayianus, and difeharged fuch of the officers as he difr 
trufted, ordered his legions to march to Ariminum \ while 
he repaired to Rofnc, and entered it at the head of a thou- 
fand well-armed legionaries. Next day he left the city, 
and went to Alba,^ in hopes of regaining the two legions 
which had revolted from him, and were quartered in that 
city ; but they (hutting the gates againfl him, he haltencd 
from thence to Tibur, where he had large flores of am- 
munition and provifio!Y> with a defign to drive Decimus 
Brutus out of Cifalpiue Gaul. At 'i'ibur, he was joined 
by the tenth legion lately arrived from Macedon, by fe- 
veral fenators, and a great number of Roman knights, who 
came to offer him their fcri'ice. Many veterans likewife, 
who had formerly ferved under him, flocked to him from 
all parts of Italy ; fo that he began his march towards Ari- 
minum, at the head of five legions, and a confiderable 
body of Roman knights. Oftavianus was, in the mean 
time, at Alba, with the two legions that had abandoned 
Antony, one of new-raifed foldiers, and tw^o of fuch ve- 
terans as had ferved under his father. From this place he 
wtotc to the fenatc, complaining of the inconftancy of 
feme members of that body, who, after the moft folenin 
proteftatlons of friendfhip to him, had abandoned his party, 
and joined that of bis rival. At the fame time, he offered 
to march with all his forces againft Antony, as a common 
enemy. The fenate commended the young generafs zeal, 
but adjourned all dcHberatians on fo weighty an affair, till 
the elcflion of new confuls* The foldiers preffed him to 
affume the title of propraetor, without waiting till the fc- 
natc or confuls conferred it upon him, and, in that quality, 

1 Appiaa. Dio, Vcl. Paterc. ibid. Cic. in Epifl. ad Attic. & 
Famil. PafT. 

(F) Cicero, influenced by his complained of his condu61 in 
hatred to Antony, (ided with very (harp terms, telling him, 
0<9:aviaiius, whom he had aflift- that, notwithftanding his boail- 
ed with his advice ever fince cd love of liberty, he was fen- 
hb firfl: arrival in Italy, omit- fil](1ehe could endure a tyrant; 
ting no occafion to diferedit his and that it w^as manifeft, from 
rival Antony, both with the fe- his courtingOftavianus, that he 
natc and people. M. Brutus, did not intend liberty for his 
who was ftill in the neighbour- country, but a bountiful maflet 
hood of Rome, wrote feveral farhimfelf* 
letters to Cicero, wherein he 
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t# head them apinft Antony* Odavianus kncrr, that 
fuch a ftcp would give great umbrage to the fenate, wbofe ^*-*’** 
ifavour be dcfigned to court, till be bad got rid of Antony ; 
and therefore be refufed the title which had been offered to 
him by the legionaries (G). 'i/ie<ws» 

In the mean time Antony, from his camp at Ariminum, 
difpatched a mefTenger to Decimus Brutus, acquainting 
him with the decree of the people, which deprived him of 
the government of Cifalpine Gaul. To the decree of the Decimuj 
people, Brutus oppofed that of the fenate, confirming all 
the a 61 :s of Cxfar. After feveral meflages and deputations, 

Antony threatened to have him declared an enemy to the p^ovhte9f 
republic, if, within a limited time, he did not refign the CsJ^ipin^ 
government of a province, which bad been allot red to him 
(Antony) by the Roman people. Brutus replied, that he 
had been appointed governor of Cifalpine Gaul by a decree 
of the fenate, and would not qui^ his province, till thofc 
who bad placed him in it recalled him^ In cpnfequencc of 
this refufal, the conful, breaking into the province at the 
head of a numerous army, made himfelf mafter of feveral 
cities, and laid hege to Mutina, now Modena, whether jinto^^pf 
Brutus had retired with a troop of gladiators, and three ^Oesit, 
legions, two of which he had formerly commanded under 
Csefar. The fiege of Mutina was looked upon by the fe- 
nate as a declaration of war ; but they poftponed deliberat- 
ing on fo important a fubje^I, till the new confuls entered 
upon their office. Thefe were Caius Vibius Panfa, and 
Aulus Hirtius (fl), who had both ferved under Caefar, and 
were great friends to Cicero. 

Immediately after this clc£Ixon, they afTcmblccI the 
nate ; and having dilplaycd, in a very pathetic fpecch, the 
evils with which the republic was threatened, they pro- 
pofed the two following queflions to the conhderaticn of 
the confeript fathers, namely, what rewards the two le- 
gions deferved, that had abandoned Antony to hde with 

(G) The coufeript fathers, place in the fenate, and enabled 
deceived by his feemipg mo- him to hold the couftilute ten 
defty, conferred on him that years fooner than was allowed 
very title which he had lately by law ( i ). 
refufed; at the motion of Ci- (H) Hirtius was the author 
cero, defirous of having a of that hiffory of the A2c:can- 
powerful protcflor againft An- drian and African w^ars, which 
tony, they ordered a ilatne to is annexed to Caefar’s Commen- 
be erected to him, gave him a taries* 

(i) Appbn. Die, Plut. ibid. & Cic, paffinx, ip Epill. 5: Philip- 
pic. i. U iL 
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OSavianus ? and what expedkrits they judged proper to 
be taken, in order to bring Antony to renounce his pretett* 
(ions to the province of Cifatpine Gaul ? It was unani- 
moufly rcfolved, that the two legions fliould be rewarded ; 
and the confuls were impowered to confer on them what 
gratifications they fhould think proper. Some were of opi- 
nion, that a deputation fliould be fent to Antony, entreat- 
ing him, in the name of the fenate, to raife the fiege of 
Mutina, and abandon that province : but Cicero, in a 
fpeech which has reached us, under the title of his fifth 
Philippic, (hewed it was beneath the dignity of the Ro- 
man people, to treat with a revolted citizen ; and that ne- 
. . gotiations would only give him time to ftrengthen him- 

for'7ic{ar^ province he^?iad ufurped ; he was therefore of 

tng ivar opinion* that war (hould be proclaimed againll him, as a 
nfiainfl common enemy (I). After warm debates, which lafled 
Antony* three days, Cicero, who bOre great fway in the fenate, 
prevailed upon the confeript fathers to pals a decree, com-r 
or- manding Antony to raife the fiege of Mutina inftantly, to 
rai}e iL province of Cifalpine Gaul, and marching hi^ 

fifgeof troops over the Rubicon, which parted Gaul from Italy, to 
Mutina* wait on the banks of that river for farther commands from 
the fenate. AH thefc injunctions he was commanded to 
fulfil, upon pain o'f being declared an enemy to bis coun- 
try. But Antony, who had a numerous army under his 
command, and could not perfuade himfelf that OcJ^avianus 
would employ his forces againfl him, in favour of one of 
the confpirators, paid no manner of refpeCl either to the 
deputies of the fenate, who were fent to acquaint him 
with the decree, or to the decree itfelf. For this contu- 
macy Antony was, at the motion of Cicero, declared an 
J>telared enemy to his country j while the tw^o confuls were or- 

country troops, and march to the relief of Brutus, 

i^coun ry, clofely befieged in Mutina. At the fame time,- 

OClavianus was commanded by the fenate to join his forces 
to thofe of the confuls, and to aCI in concert with them 
againfl the common enemy ; he was invefled with a power 
equal to that of the confuls ; and it \vas decreed, that the 
veterans, who ferved under hitn, (hould be rewarded with 

(I) His fpeech was filled did not, in fiding with young 
with bitter inveCtives againft Caefar, intend to deliver his 
Antony, and the higheft cpm- country from tyranny, but to 
mendations of Odavianus ; procure a bountiful mafter to 
whx'h feem to confirm the opi- himfelf, 
piop qf Brutus, that Cicero 

lands, 



lands, as fooa at the war was ended, befides an exemption 
from all future fervice ^ 

While the two confuls were raifing troops, news were 
brought to Rome of the death of C. Trebonius, who, by a 
decree of the ienate, had been lent into AOa in (juality of 
proconful. The manner of his death is thus related by Ci- 
cero : Dolabella haring obtained the government of Syria, 
repaired thither j but on his arrival found Trebonius ip pof! 
feflion of Teveral cities, which he had icized as lieutenant 
to Brutus, who had been firft appointed governor of that 
province. As Dolabella was not in a condition todifpoflefs 
him by force of the places he held, he invited him to an in- 
terview, in which it was agreed that they Ihould abftain 
from hoftilities and live in amity a^d friendfliip ; for Dola- 
bella pretended now, as formerly,* to be in his heart a 
friend and well-wilher to Brutus and his followers. Trebo- 
nius relying on the promifes of Dolabella, continued quietly 
at Smyrna, as in the moll peaceable times ; but his trea- 
cherous rival furprifed the city in the night, and having 
taken Trebonius prifoner, delivered him up to Samiarius, a 
Roman exile j who, after having made him fuffer the moft 
exquifite torments which rage and cruelty could invent, cauf- 
ed his bead to be cut off, and his body to be dragged through 
the ftreets of Smyrna, and then thrown into the fea. His 
head was carried on the point of a fpear through the city, 
and afterwards placed oppofite to the tribunal, where he 
ufed to adminifter juftice. From thence it was taken down 
by the foldiers, who being incenfed againft Trebonius, as 
. one of the affaffins of Caefar, treated bis remains with 
the greateft indignities “(K). Thus was Trebonius facrificed 
to the manes of Csefar. He was one of the ditlator’s chief 
favourites, and had been raifed by him to the eoiifolatefortbe 
t^hree laft months of the year 708. He had been, two years 
before, trufted with the government of Hither Spain, 
whither he had been fent to flop the progrefs of the fons of 
Pompey j and ferved the diflator with great fidelity, till he 
began openly to afpire at the fovereign power. 

When the news of his death, and foon after the remains 
of his mangled body, were brought to Rome, the fenate, 
highly provoked at the cruelty and treachery of Dohbeila, 
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DoUbftla declared him, at the motion of Cicero, a rebel, and enemy 
declared an to his country. At the fame time they decreed, that Bruter^? 
ene^yi to fhould have the government of Macedon and Illyricum, and 
4" command of the forces in thofe provinces j that he might 

make ufe of the fleet which Apuleius had, by Csefar's or-. 
derS, prepared, together with all the provifions/ ‘military 
ftores, and money, to the amount of feven thoufand talents, 
which Csefar had lodged in the city of Demetrias, and de- 
flgned for his Parthian expedition ; that Caflius Ihould take 
upon him the government of Syria, and the charge of mak- 
ing war upon Dolabelia, in order to revenge the death of 
Trebonius ; and laftly, that all governors and commanders 
of forces belonging to the republic fhould receive orders 
from thefe two generals^. 

Jntony en~ Antony, informed of the extraordinary ftep taken by the 
deayoarsto fenate, feized this opportunity to raife fufpicions and jea- 
^tws ^nd minds of the conful Hirtius and young 0£la- 

0%a<via' vi^nus againft the confeript fathers. He wrote a letter to 
nuj, them in common, reminding them of the favours they had 

received at the dictator’s hands, upbraiding them with in- 
gratitude, forbafely betraying the caufe of their benefaCtor 
to embrace that of his murderers, and difcIoCng the fecret 
defjgns of the fenate, which were to make them theinflru- 
ment;^s of each other’s ruin. Thefe remonftranccs made a 
deep imprefilon on OClavianus, and inclined him to a re- 
conciliation with his rival ; but as be apprehended, that if 
he joined Antony, that general would pretend to be the ac- 
knowleged head of the party, he flill purfued his former 
meafurcs, which were to court the favour of the fenate till 
he Ihould have elFe6ted the ruin of fo powerful and formid- 
able a rival. Purfuant to this feheme, be not only pretended 
to be unacquainted with the private views of the confeript 
fathers, but to give proof of his deference to the confuls, 
furrendcred to Hirtius the legion of Mars, and the fourth^ 
which had quitted Antony’s party, and which, by a fecret 
order from the fenate, he was required to deliver to the confui. 
JiirfinsyTjd He moreover joined the remainder of his forces to thofe 
Qf Hirtius, and marched with him into Cifalpine Gaul to 
J'^bcf of Decimus Brutus, while Panfa, thq other conful^ 
ffD. &ru continued in Italy to make frelh levies^ Hirtius and 0£la- 
vianus took Bononia and feveral other cities which Antony 
had fclzed, and ihen advancing to the neighbourhood of 
Mutina, encaniped at a fmall djftance from Antony’s lines, 
with a dcfign to cut off his communication with the neigh- 


Ijb. 


Cip, ad Familiar. Hb. xii. epift. 7. & Philippic, xi. Veil. Patcrcul. 
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during country, and force him, for want of proriGons, to Venti4iui 
ratfc the (iegc. In the mean time P* Ventidius, a foldier 
pf fortune, who had ferved under Oaefar, and was a partir 
cular friend to Antony, quitting Rome,, where Cicero go-? 
verned with an abfolute fway, viGted all the colonics which 
Caefarhad lately eftablithcd in Italy: as he was well known 
for his valour, and greatly beloved by the foldiery, he raifed 
in a fhort time two legions, conGlling of veterans, with a 
defign to join Antony. But firft he diredled fome of theni 
to enter Rome privately, and feizc upon Cicero, who was 
daily inveighing againft Antony, and employed in raiGng 
money, at the expence of Antonyms friends, to pay the troops 
of Octavianus and the confuls. The orator, having timely 
notice of his defign, abandoned tb% city with feveral other 
fejiators, and concealed himfelf in Ac country. Ventidius 
Gnding his delign had taken air, marched haftily towards 
Mutina 5 but all the pafles being feized by Hirtius and Oc- 
tavianus, he w^as obliged to retire into Picenum, where he 
raifed another legion, keeping his troops in readinefs to 
march on the firll opportunity that (hould offer of ferving 
his friend and party i*. 

In the mean time Panfa, having raifed four legions in PanfafeU 
Rome, left the city, anjd taking his route towards Cifalpiiie out for Cif* 
Gaul, arrived at Bononia. As the country between that city 
and Mutina was full of woods and marllies, Hirtius and 
OiSlavianus, upon the news of his approach, detached the 
legion of Mars, which confided wholly of veterans, with 
their guards, or praetorian cohorts, under the command of 
Carfulcius, to cover his march. On the other hand Antony 
fent out, in the night-time, his two bed legions, the fecond 
and thirty-third, with orders to conceal thcmfelves among 
the rudies of a large morafs, which lay on each Gde of the 
-^milian way, through which the conful Panfa was to 
inarch. Carfuleius joined the confular army with his de- 
tachment before they reached the morafs, and was march- 
ing in the van at the head of the legion of Mars, and the 
guards of Hirtius and Odfavianus, when, upon entering the 
fcaufeway, which led acrofs the marfh, he obferved fome 
armed men lying among the rufhes. Ncverthelefs he ad- 
vanced boldly ; but had not proceeded far before he favv 
himfelf inVeded by Antony's two legions, who, darting 
up from among the reeds and rufhes, fell upon him with 
great fury. At the fame time Antony appeared in perfon jintonyat^ 
at the head of his cavalry in the neighbouring plain. The tacks the 
^onful Panfa, heading two of his legions^ hadened to the 

r Appian, Dio, Veil, Patcrcul. ibid, Cic, Philippic, xi- 
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afliftancc of the legion of Mara, which was engaged with 
two of Antony’a legions ; but tbefe brave veterans refufing 
to admit thcconfurs raw and undifeiplined levies into their 
vanks^ for fear they fhould rather incumber than relieve 
thern^ the conful^ pafEng the morafs, marched in good 
order into the plain, to prevent Antony from affiffing his le- 
gions and guards on the caufeway, where both parties 
fought with uncommon fury. 

Antony’s two legions were determined to revenge them- 
felves on the Martian legion for having abandoned their 
party ; and the Martian legion was refolved to maintain that 
honour and reputation which they had gained ia many bat- 
ties under Csefar. Thus the engagement became a quarrel 
between the foldiers 5 ari^ never did troops light with more 
rage and emulation, As their numbers were pretty equal, 
Antony’s two legions being fupported by his guards, and 
the Martian legion by Hirtius and Oftavianus, the battle 
lalled from morning to night, without any ccmfiderable 
vantage on either fide, C^avianus’s guards were almoft 
cut in pieces, but thofe of Hirtius, after having made a 
dreadful daughter of the enemy, obliged Antony’s fecond 
kgion to give ground j but they retreated in good order. 
The Martian legion and Antony’s thirty-third fought the 
whole day, driving each other in their turns from the caufe- 
way into the morafs, till Carfufeius drew olF his meir to 
relieve the conful Panfa, who was engaged with Antony in 
the plain, and hemmed in by his cavalry, B-wt as theCe le- 
gionaries were much fatigued after fb long and bbftinate an 
engagement, before they reached the plain the conful was 
mortally wounded, and his troops were put to flight, Tor- 
quatus, quaeftor of the confular army, had, during the bat- 
tle, formed a kind of camft, to ferve as an afylum for his 
party, in cafe of any misfortune. Thither the confurs le- 
gions retired; carrying with them their general, who was 
Mtttmj pierced through the body with a javelin, Antony purfued 
doubting that he ihould eafily force their in-r 
^ trenchments, which were not yet completed 5, but the con- 
fular legions, though confiding of ra'w foldiers, who ha<l 
been juft deieated in the plain, made fo vigorous a refi fi- 
ance, that Antony, fearing Hirtius might attack him in the 
mean time, thought it advifeable to content himfelf with 
the advantage he had gained, and return to his camp before 
Mutina, 

While his troops were marching ba^k in diforder, Hirtius 
«nexpe£ledly appeared at the head of twenty chofen co- 
horts, and falling upon them before they could form their 
vanks, cut many in pieces. However, thofe veterans, tired 
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as tTiey were, made a vigorous refiftanciCt and being encou- 
raged by the example of their general, who eminently dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf on this occafion, ftood their ground a 
confiderable time; but were at laft entirely defeated, and hut is 
forced to favc themfelves by flight crofs the marflies on each footed iy 
fide the -^^Imilian Way. Hirtius, who in this adion dif- 
charged the duty of an cjcperienced general, and a valiant 
foldier, would not fufFer his men to purfue the fugitives, 
for fear of an ambufeade, it being already dark, and the 
country full of woods and marfhes. Antony pafied a me- 
lancholy night with part of his forces in a fmall village 
called Forum Gallorum, at prefent Caftel Franco, whence 
he returned greatly dejected to his camp before Mutina. His 
cavalry rallied in the dark, and ta%ing up their wounded 
behind them, reached their camp midnight, being quite 
exhauffed with the fatigue of two battles, and a march of 
fixty furlongs, through woods and marfhes. The lofs on 
both Tides w'^as pretty equal : in the lirft battle Odfavianus’s 
guards, with a great number of Panfa's legionaries, were 
cut in pieces ; but in the fecond Hirtius loft only a fmall 
number of men, whereas the flaughter of the enemy was 
very great X 

After the battle both armies returned to their refpeftive 
camps in the neighbourhood of Mutina. Antony refolved 
only to defend his lines, and in the mean time carry on the 
fiegc with vigour. On the other hand, Hirtius and Ofta- 
vianus, fearing the place, if not relieved, might foon be 
obliged to capitulate, were determined to hazard another 
engagement : but as Antony kept clofe within his lines, the 
two generals refolved to make a bold attempt, in order to 
relieve tl>e invefted city. Accordingly, leaving a fufficient 
number of forces to guard their camp, they marched with 
the reft clofe up to Antony’s lines, with a defign to force 
them where they appeared weakeft. Antony immediately 
ordered out all his cavalry againft them ; but his horfe be- 
ing routed, after a (harp engagement, by the enemy’s le- 
gionaries, who had poflelTed themfelves of an eminence, he 
ordered two legions to advance, which were fa vigoroufly 
attacked by Hirtius, that they foon began to give ground, 
and retire in diforder to their intrenchments. The conful ^hteonfU 
purfued his advantage, and fufFcring himfelf to be carried 
away by his courage and ardour, entered the lines with the ^ 
fugitives, and penetrated as far as the general’s quarters, 
where he received a blqw which laid him dead on the 

^ Cic. Philippic, xiv. Sqet. in Oflavio. Veil. PatercuL lib. ii. 

^ap. 6 1. Dio, Appian. ibid* ' 
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groantf. And now, by the death of one of the confofe, ami 
the absence of the other, who bad been conveyed to Bot 
ii»om’» after the firft battle, ia which he was mortally 
WDimdedy Oftavianus was left conf^mander in chief of the 
whole* army (K). Antorry^ weakened by thefc lolfcs, and 
fearmg the event of a third battle, raifed the fiege next day- 
Not being in a condition to keep the field, he retired to- 
wards the Alps, and took the road to Traiifalpine Gaul^ 
with a defign to join Lepidus, Plancus, and Afinius Pollio^ 
who were ill thofe jsrovinces at the head of considerable 
armies ^ 

Briitusy being thus deirvered from a long and trouble- 
ftime fiege, was for fome time at a lofs how to behave to 
Odl:avianus> who he knAv bore him an irreconcilcable ba- 
trec!,. notwithftanding fiie alliftancc he had afforded hint 
againft Antony. By the advice of his friends, he difpatched 
a meffenger, inviting him to an interview on the banks of 
the Scultemiiis, now the Panaro. Offavianus received the 
mefienger with great eoldnefs, but agreed to> bis propofal : 
this Brutus no fooner underftood, than he caufed the 
bridges on the river, which parted the two armies, to be 
broken down, and by a fecond meffage required, that the 
conference might be held in the prefcnce of their troops^ 
and with the river between them. Tbefe were not unfea- 
fonabic precautions, it berng well known that Offavianns 
had vowed the deftruflion of all thofe who bad been con- 
cerned in the death of bis father- 

O^tavianus havir?g agreed to thefe conditions^ he and 
Brutus appeared oa the oppofite banks of the river \ when 


*■ Appian. Dio, ibid. Plut^in Antoniov 


(K) According to fome wri- 
ters, he mifbeh lived in the for- 
mer bn tile r others affirm, that 
he gave on this occafion ffgnai 
proofs of an extraordinary cou- 
rage, and coiidu^d the* 
with all the prudence of an old 
and ext^rienced commander: 
for at the head of fome brave 
icgionarlcs he refeued the body 
Or t lie dead conful out of the 
encniy’^s hands, and one of his^ 
iliindard-bearei'9 being killed, be 
carried the eagle hlmlelf, fight- 
ing like a private man in the 
firil fine ; bur, as be obferved 
conlular troops difcoura^cd 


by the death of their leader, he 
retired in good order out of the 
cnemy'^s camp into the neigh- 
bouring plain, where the adtioii 
being renewed, he gained ai 
cio>mplete vi£k)ry, and obliged 
the enemy to feek for fhelter be- 
hind theirlntrenchments- Some 
aferibe the whole glory of this 
aCbon to D. Brutus, who fallying 
out of the city, and falling upon 
the enemy’s rear, while they 
weie engaged with 0£i:avianus, 
fenced them to- give ground, 
and retreat with the utraoftconr 
fufiqn to theif camp- 

ihz. 
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ftc letter tlianked him in a very obligitig mahThcr for feis 
po’«^rerful afliftaiice, and acknowleged himfelf indebted to 
him for the liberty he enjoyed. To this compliment Ofia- 
vianus replied, that Brutus owed him no obligations, finoe 
lie had relieved Mutinai not for his fake, but to chaftifethc 
infolenoe of Antony, who neverthelefs might one day be- 
come his friend ; whereas he fhould ever maintain a mortal 
enmity to BrutUvS, and ail thofe who had embrued their hands 
in the blooel of his father. Brutus, piqued at this iinfwer, 
obferved, that iince Antony was already fuiliciently hum- 
bled, Odlavianus had no farther bufinefs in the province of 
Cifalpine Gaul, which had been confirmed to him by a de- 
cree of the fenate, forbidding any other general to enter it 
without his leave. Octavianus wj^offended at this decla- 
ration ^ but being apprifed that Brutus was fupported by the 
fenate, he thought it advifcable to ftifle his refentment ; 
and, quitting the neighbourhood of Miitina, to return to 
Bononia, where he found the conful Vibius Panfa lying at 
the point of death. 

He no fooner heard of tlie arrival of Oflavianus, than he 
fent for him, and tenderly embracing him, fpoke to this cf- 
fefl : ** I always loved your father ; and when he was flain, paftfipt 
I never laid afide the defirc, nor the hopes of revenging his lafladn^'m 
death, though fomc prudential reafons, to which even you toOSisi- 
have fubmitted, have tied my hands, and kept me in the party 
of the fenate. My death, jull at hand, deprives me of that 
comfort: however, before I expire, I will at lead acquit 
myfclf towards the fon of what I was indebted to the father. 

Know then, that the fenate both hates and fufpedls you ; 
nothing has plcafed them more than to fee you at variance 
with Antony; ^nd they flatter themfelvcs with the hopes of , 
finding you become the infliruments of each other’s ruin ; 
if they have declared for you, it was only bccaufe they 
thought you the lead formidable. Thefe views they have 
confelfed more than once to Hirtius and to me. The friend- 
diip with which Csefar once honoured me, obliges me to 
give fuch advice as I would follow on the like occafion. 
Compromife your difference with Antony ; for you have no 
other means of faving your life, and advancing your for- 
tune. My defign was not, as the fenate believed, to de- 
droy Antony, but compel him to be reconciled with you, 
and afterwards to join our armies, and in conjunction pur- 
fue the murderers of our common benefaCtor. I return your 
two legions, and would willingly furrender to you the red 
of the army ; but they do not entirely depend upon me : 
the commanders are mod of them the fpies of the fenate, 
who have private orders to obferve your conduct. Suffer 

me, 
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nte, therefore, to put them into the hands of Torqiiattis/^ 
The words of the dying conful made a deep impreffion oh 
the mind of O^Slavianus, and produced at length the famous 
triumvirate " (L). 

The fenate, upon the news of the advantages gained over 
Antony by the generals of the republic, decreed fifty days 
fupplications to return thanks to the gods for the fuccefsof 
the campaign. By the fame decree larg^ fums were order- 
ed to be paid out of the public treafury to fucb of the vic- 
torious legionaries as remained alive, and to the widows and 
heirs of thofe who had died in the battle, or fince of their 
wounds. The bodies of the two confuls were, by an order 
from the fenate, convened to Rome, and with magnificence 
interred in the CampiyTMartius, at the expence of the pub- 
lic \ an honour which had been hitherto granted to none 
but the mofh eniinent perfonages of the republic ^ 

The confeript fathers, conceiving Antony to be utterly 
ruined, began to flight 0<^favianus, for whom they believed 
they {hould have no farther occafion. He demanded a tri- 
umph, which was refufed, and granted to Decimus Brutus; 
though Odlavianus had at leaft as juft a claim to that ho- 
nour as Brutus. Cicero was for granting him an ovation, 
but could not, with all his eloquence, prevail upon the fe- 
nate to confer on him even that mark of diftinftion. They 
heaped all forts of honours on Decimus ; and ordered Tor- 
quatus to deliver him the troops which the conful Panfa had 
commanded : they appointed him commander of all the 
forces in Cifalpine Gaul, charging him, without even men- 
tioning O^favianus, to purfue Antony, and treat him as a 
public enemy. All the temples of Rome were opened, and 
public prayers appointed for the fuccefs of his arms : as the 
fiege ot Mutina had been raifed on his birih-day, the fenate 
decreed, that it fhould be for ever deemed a lucky day, and 
as fuch marked in the fafti. At the fame time the confeript 
fathers, to mortify 0£l:avianus, commanded, that a ftatue 
fhould be raifed at the public expcnce to the memory of 

* Appian. Bell. Civil, lib. iii, * Brutus ad Gic. epift 6. Dio, 
lib. xlvi. Suet, in Octavio. 


(L) 0£tavianus was fufpefted 
of having murdered both the 
confuls ; Hirtius with his own 
hand in the heat of the battle, 
and Panfa after it, by caufing 
poifon to be poured into his 
wound by Glyco, his phyficlan. 
It is certain Glyco was feized* 


and even condemned to the tor- 
ture, but faved by the credit 
of his matter Odlavianus. De- 
cimus Rrutus indeed wrote to 
Cicero in behalf of the phyfi- 
cian, whom he feems to have 
thcMght incapable of fo black a 
crime. 


Pontius 
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ihontius Aquila, one of the confpirators, who had been kill- 
cd in the battle of Mutina ; and that all the charges he had 
been at, and the Ioffes he had fuftained during the war ' 
fhould be reftored to his heirs out of the public treafure. ’ 
So many marks of diftinaion heaped upon the confpira- 
tors left Oaavianus no room to doubt of the difpofition of 
the fenate. From that moment he rcfolved to follow the 
laft advice of Panfa, and to be reconciled to Antony • with 
this view he fent back to him a great number of officers, who 
had been taken prifoners in the laft battle, and among the 
reft Decius, otte of Antony’s moft intimate friends, after 
having, in ambiguous words, lignifietihis intention. Ven- 
tidius, as we have obferved before, had raifed three legions 
attempting to\)in him after the battle 
of Mutina. Oftavianus overtodk and furprifed him with a 
fuperior force, and might eafily have defeated him; but he 
fuffered him to efcape, after having had a private conference 
with him, wherein he charged him to tell Antony in his 
name, that he atfted as if he was ignorant of his true inter- 
eft. At the fame time he opened himfelf without referve 
to Lepidus, Plancus, and Afinius Pollio, all old officers of 
the di(ftator, with whom he had always maintained a fecret 
ccrrefpondence. He affured them that the fenate, entirely 
devoted to the affaffins of his father, were refolved to de- 
ftroy him ; that they ought not toexpea a more favourable 
treatment ; that their common enemies ftudied only howto 
divide, in order to crufli them the more eafily one after an- 
other ; that for tlieir own fafety they ought to unite their 
forces, and join in maintaining the party, and revenging the 
ileath of their late general. He added fome complaints of 
Antony; but iii fo artful a manner, that it was eafily feen 
lie was not averfe to a reconciliation 

In the mean time Antony, preffed by Brutus, endeavoured 
to reach the Alps, with a delign to pafs tliofe mouwains, 
and join Lepidus, who commanded feven legions inTranf- 
alpine Gaul, and who, he imagined, would fupport him. 
m confideration of the many kind offices be had done him 
during hrs late confulfliip, and in the diaator’s life-time. 
Lrutus, having thus driven him out of Italy, wrote to the 
difperfed his army, and that Antony 
was &ulking among the Alps, where he could not avoid 
_a mg into his hands. The fenate, ovenoyed at thefe 
tidings, exclaimed, that the republic had recovered its an- 
cient liberty, and appointed, as if Antony had been aau- 
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ally taken, ten commiffioners to try him. They talked 5f 
repealing all the laws which had been enadted by him during 
his corifulfliip, and even including in this repeal all the or- 
dinances of the di£lator^ in order to fettle the common- 
wealth on its ancient foundation* At the motion of Cicero 
a decree immediately pafled^ confifcating all Antony's ef- 
fc61:s, and thofe of his friends and adherents^ with terriblo 
menaces againft fuch as fhould conceal any part of his eftate. 

While Cicero, at the head of the fenate, thus vented his 
rage againft Antony, that general was ftruggling among 
the Alps with all the hardfhips and miferics that can be 
imagined. Brutus leaving obliged hi tn to quit Italy, he at- 
tempted to pafs thofe mountains without his baggage, and 
the necefiary prervifion^ for fo long and painful a march : 
his followers were forced to feed firft upon the flefti of their 
horfes, and afterwards upon fueh wild fruits and rbots as 
they could find in that mountainous country, and which no 
man had ever fafted before; they were at laft fo pinched 
with 'hunger, that they devoured the bark of trees. Plu- 
tarch tells us, that in this extremity, Antony, though ac- 
cuftomed to luxury and eafe, exhibked an example of pa- 
tience to the whole army, and that ill misfortune he could 
not be caiily diftinguifhed from a virtuous man. He fuf- 
fered all hardfliips with the conftancy of a hero, and 
adopted fuch a fyftem of condudf, that no one could hate 
expelled from a man wholly addi£l:ed to pleafure. After 
all, he muft have pcriflied with his whole army, if Culeo, 
one of the lieutenants of Lepidus, who guarded the pafles, 
had performed his duty : but the venal comqpfander fufFered 
himfelf to be bribed by Antony, and for a fum of money 
granted him a free paflage. 

Afitony no fooncr entered Gaul than he wrote to Lepi^ 
dus, Plancus, and Afinius Pollio, on the fubje£t of their 
anciqnt frienelfhip, and exhorting them to join him againft 
the murderers of Caefar, their common enemies. Lepidus 
was furprifed at his arrival, and at a lofs how to behave in 
fo critical a eonjundlure. He was a man of an illuftrious 
family, but of a narrow mind, though unbounded ambition. 
He was afraid, that if he joined Antony, who was beloved 
by the troops, he might get the afeendant, and fcarce leave 
^ him the rank of a lieutenant in his own army. Upon this 
conCderation alone he reje£led Antony's propofals : for 
lince the fenate had declared that general an enemy to hi« 
country, he could not join him without drawing upon him- 
felf a decree of the fame nature ; but he aflured him at the 
fame time that, whatever orders he received from the fe- 
nate, he would carefully avoid coming to an engagement, 

or 
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ttr nioieftitlg him. Aftilus Polljo, on the contrarf, no 
iboncf received Antony’s letter, than he alTurpd him, that 
fie fliould find him always ready to concur in all his mea* 
fiircs ; for he had been one of Caefar's particular friends* 
and bore an irrecdncileable hatred to all thofe who had 
been concerned in his death. Piancus maintained a fecret 
intelligence with both parties, and carefully avoided de- 
daring himfclf openly for cither fide, till he faw which was 
likely to prevail. 

Antony marched up tb tbe army of Lepidus, in the A«tonytn. 
neighbournood of which he marked out his camp, but with- camps near 
Out fortifying itj as if they bad been of the farrie party and i-^pidus. 
intereft. He ferit immediately fome of his officers to him 
with a iriefTage, conjuring him, by Csefar’s memory, to con- 
cur with him iii revenging the deatl? of tbeir common be- 
ncfa£lor ; but Marcus Juventius Laterenfis, one of Lepidus’s 
inoft intimate friends, and in his hprt a zealous republican, 
laboured to diffuade him from joiriing Antony. To con- 
ceal his attachment to the party of the confpirators, he art- 
fully repreferited to Lepidus, that having feven legions un- 
der his command, he was one of the moft powerful gene- 
rals of the republic, and would be of great weight, what 
fide foctef he chofe % but that, if he joined Antony, he 
would be obliged to fubmit to the authority of fo haughty 
6nd imperious a commander, and would make but a very 
poor figure. By this fuggeftion the zealous republican 
ftrovc to prevent a conjunction which he was convinced 
would prove fatal to his country. Antony, who faw his 
ruin unavoidable, if Lepidus fhould be at length prevailed 
upon to aCt in concert with Decimus Brutus, refolved to 
put his fortune on a defperatc hazard. 

His hair was long and difordered, nor had he lhaved his Enters Lg- 
beard fince his late defeat; In this condition, and with a 
mourning mantle flung over him, he went boldly into the 
ca^ of Lepidus, and there harangued the foldiers, who 
nad all ferved with him under Caefar. They were greatly mo^es the 
moved at his habit, and more at his fpcechi and Lepidus the 
obferving their emotion, ordered the trumpets to found, 
that he might be heard no longer. This expedient did not 
prevent the compaffion of the foldiery, who fecrctly fent 
Clodius and Laelius difguifed in women’s cloaths, advifing 
Atitony to attack* Lepidus, and alTuring him, that the 
greater part were difpoied^ to receive him with open arnis, 

^d even to difpatch Lepidus, if Be thought it ncceffiary. 

Antony would not fufler any violeirce to be offered to Lepi- 

morning, putting bis troops in motion, 
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he paifed the river Argcntcus (M), which divided the two* 
armies. The fdldiers of Lepidas no fooner faw him than 
they ran to receive him, and began to beat down the works, 
and level the ramparts. Antony entered the camp amidft 
the acclamations of the foldkry, and marched immediately 
to the generars quarters, whom he found afleep. We may 
cafily conceive the furprizc of Lepidus at fight of Antony, 
no longer in the attire of a fuppliant, but furrounded by 
his guards, and attended by his own officers, and thofe of 
Lepidus. He leaped out of his bed in the utmoft confter- 
nation, and throwing himfelf at Antony’s feet, offered him 
the command of the army. Antony, though abfolute maf- 
ter of the perfoii and army of Lepidus, tenderly embraced 
him, giving him the na/ne of father, and even left him the 
title, and all the badges of a general, though he alone per- 
formed the fundions of that office. Juventius Laterenfia 
was fo touched with the misfortunes which he forefaw this 
fatal conjunSion would bring upon his country, that while 
the generals were embracing each other, he killed himfelf 
with his own fword ^ 

Afinius^ Pollio, who was encamped at a fmall diftance 
from Lepidus, followed his example, and joined Antony. 
Munatius Plancus, who had been hitherto wavering, and 
doubtful which fide to take, thought * it now high time to 
declare himfelf: accordingly leaving his camp at the con- 
flux of the Rhone and the Saone, where he bad been traded 
by the fenate with the charge of founding a colony (N), he 
led all the troops under his command to Antony, who was 
about the fame lime joined by Ventidius, at tl^fe head of 
three legions. So that he, who a little before had fled be- 
fore Brutus, and abandoned Italy, found himfelf now in a 
condition to return thither with twenty-three legions, and 
above ten thoufand horfe. 

While this revolution, in the affairs of Antony, happen- 
ed in Gaulj Odavianus continued at Bononia with the 
fourth legion, that of Mars, and fomc others, which had 
remained with him after the battle of Mutina. As the fenate 
had committed the whole management of the war againft 
Antony to Decimus Brutus, he concluded from thence, that 


w Appian. lib. iii. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 6%. 
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ihe cotifcript fathers intended to reduce him to the ftate of 
a private citizen : to defend himfelf from this blow, he re** 
folved to ftand for the cotifulatc, which ofBce was become 
vacant by the death of Hirtius and Panfa ; but as he was 0^a*vla* 
aware of the difficulties he fliould meet with in the purfuit nusuftsCi* 
of that dignity from the fenators, who were for the rtioft 
part attached to the caufe of Brutus and Caffius, he Applied 
himfelf to Cicero, with whofe vanity and ambition he was 
well acquainted ; and wrote a letter, difeovering his deGgn 
to that orator as to a bofom-friend, telling him, that he was 
very defirous of having hini for his colleague in the con- 
fulate, ill order to be inftru£ied by fa great a mafter in the 
rules and maxims that are requidte for the government of 
the commonwealth ; that, for his pgrt, he only defircd the 
name of conful to make him amdhds for the lofs of a 
triumph, which he thought his due ; but that all the power 
and authority fhould be left to Cicero. Thus cajoled by the 
artful flatteries of a raw youth, the old orator propofed in 
the fenate the elevation of Odavianus to the confular dig- 
nity, as the only means of preventing him from being re- 
conciled with Antony. He added, that as 06tavianus was 
very young, the fathers ought to appoint him fuch a Col- 
league, as by his age and prudence might be capable of 
diredirig his Conduct- The fenators perceiving that he 
pointed out himfelf as the moll proper perfon to be chofen 
for Oclavianus’s colleague, could not help laughing aloud ; 
and it was no fmall mortification to Cicero to fee his vanity 
at the fame time both eipofed and difappointed ; for all the but isdtfi 
relations and adherents of the confpirators cried out with tippointid. 
one voice, that to put Caefar’s fon at the head of the repub- 
lic, was a meafure that would utterly deftroy the common- 
wealth *. 

0£lavianus, finding he could obtain nothing of the fenate OSavia* 
by Cicero’s means, refolved to defer no longer his reconci* 
liation with Antony. He forthwith invited him back into 
Italy, exhorting him to forget all private injuries, and con- 
cur with him in humbling their common enemies. Antony, 
pleafed to find Oftavianus fo earned for a reconciliation, 
readily cemfented, and began his march towards Italy, to 
put the finifhing ftrokc to their accommodation. He led 
vdth him feventeen legions, and a thoufand horfe, having 
left fix legions in Gaul under the command of Varius, one 
of his bottle-companions^ who was nick-named Cotylon# 
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ISjevs of the jvn^on of Antonj wd Lepidus teaching 
Rom^t filled the city with cDofternation, The fenate im- 
mediately aflem^led, and declared Lepidus an enemy to 
Us country, and denouncing the fame cenfure on the le- 
gionaries of bis army, who ihould not abandon him, and 
leturn to their duty before the calends of Septembsr. The 
ftatiie of Lepidus was, by order of the fenate, thrown 
down, and that of Juventius Laterenfis raifed in its room. 
As the fenate was entirely ignorant of the reconciliation 
between Oftavianus and Antony, and the private treaty 
which by this, time was concluded between them and Le- 

E idusi they had recourfe to Odlavianus, and committed to 
im, in conjundlion with Decimus Brutus, the manage- 
ment of the war againlL Antony and Lepidus. Odavianus 
artfully returned the senate thanks for the hopour they 
had been pleafed to confer upon him, and began to raife 
troops, and make the neceflary preparations for renewing 
the war. 

When he, faw himfelf again at the head of an army, he 
threw off the maik. Aflembling his foldiers, he told them, 
that the foie view of the fenate was to deftroy all his fa- 
ther’s friends, by fowing divifions among them, and arm- 
ing them againft each other ; but that he, well apprifed of 
their wicked defigns, had entered into a confederacy with 
Antony and Lepidus, as the only means of procuring fafety 
for themfelves, and for fo many brave men who had cfpouf- 
ed their caufe ; Do you believe (faid he) that thofe who 
have murdered my father, will fpare my life or your’s, if 
their party (liould prevail ? and prevail they muft, if we are 
divided among ourfelves. What fecurity can you have for 
thofe houfes, lands, and inheritances, which my father al- 
lotted you, if thofe men get into power, who approve of his 
death, and are for annulling all his ordinances ? You know’' 
1 am tiflt ambitious j for you have feen me refufe the prse- 
torfbip, which yourfclves olFered me 5 but now I ipuft in- 
treat you, not for my own fake, but for your*$, to concur 
with your votes and intereft m raifing me to the confulate- 
1 ihali be in a condition, when vefeed with tl^ dignity, ta 
fecurc to you the pofTeffion of thofe benefices which my 
father bellowed upon you, and at the fame time to revenge 
his de^th with the deftruftion of thofe who endeavour tq 
deftroy us.” / 

The foldiers received this prppofal with great joy, and 
xmrhcdiately appointed deputies to go to Romo, and de^nand 
the confullhip for their general, in the name of the legions. 
The fenate received the deputies with great civility j but rc- 
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0 £feaVilinii^, ^bo* had not yet aftlaii^ed th^ age which ite 
laws required iti a conful.' Th^ defullts, iJfrho had be^ti 
|>revk>ufly wdl inftru^i^d, bjtotrght fevera) inftaifices of per- 
fons who had been raifed to the cOnfuW dignity without 
any regard to their age^ facb as RuDus, £)ecitis, CorvinuSj^ 
the two Scipios, Pompey, and Dolabella, which laft had 
been but very lately hoAoured with the confulate, though 
nearly of the fame age with Odtavianus. Thefc precedents 
were of no weight with the fathers ; they therefore, without 
calling any 'refie£lions on O^lavianus, or declaring their real 
motives, endeavoured, under divers pretences, to elude the 
rcquefl of the legionaries ; when one of thofc armed am- 
bafladors, named Cornelius, layin^his hand on his fword, 

** If you will not make him confi?l (faid he) this fhall.^ 

Having thus fpoken, he left the fenate with his compartions, 
and they returned to give their general an account of the 
failure of their negotiation. 

The foldiers, provoked at this refufal, prCflTed OflaviaOus 
to lead therh to Rome, faying that he, as heir to Cae/ar, 
hail a right to difpofe of the confulate. The ambitious youth Offainu* 
taking advantage of the prefent difpoOtion of the foldiery, 
marched immediately towards Rome with eight legions; " totoaris 
He palTcd the Rubicon, arrd dividing bis army into two bo- 
dies, advanced with one by long marches towards the ca- 
pital, in order to furprife his enemies, while the other fol- 
lowed at Icifure. The unexpc 6 led news of 0 £tavianus *5 
approach filled the city with dread and confafion. Several 
fenators, among the reft Cicero, withdrew into the counry: 
thoiV who rem.uncd, affembled in bafte, and came to the 
following refolutions: that the money, which the fenate Refoluthns 
had promifed to the two legions, the fourth, and that of Mars, 
fhould be immediately fent to them 5 that the fame fum 
fhould be promifed in the name of the republic to the other 
legions under the command of Ofiavianus; and that hc> 
fbough abfent, fhould be allowed to ft^nd for the confulate. 
deputies were immediately difpatched to acquaint him with 
thefe refolutions. They were fcarce gone, when the fa- 
thers, refledling coolly on their behaviour, began to be 
afhamed of their pu{illanimity in thus fubmirting tq^a boy, 
and giving way to the infolence of the foldiery. At the 
lame time two legions, who had been in Africa, arrived at 
the gates of Rome^ Thefc the fenate looked upon as a re- 
inforcement fent them by the gods, and refoh?cd with them, 
and a legion which Vibius Panfit had pofted to gu^rd the 
city, to put thcmfelves in a pofture of defence. Two pne- 
fArs, Quintus GaliiUs Lupercus, and Marcus Cornutus, had' 
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governed the c\tj^ and fmplied the want of confuls finco 
the death of Hirtius and ranfa. The former was inclined 
to the party of Ofiavianus^ and therefore continued inac- 
tive ; hut the latter^ who was a jealous republican, and an 
avowed friend to Brutus and his followers, left nothing un- 
tried to encourage the fathers, and infpire them with refo- 
lutions becoming the rank they held in the republic. He 
commanded all the citizens, who were fit to bear arms, to 
appear on the ramparts, placed guards in all the avenues to 
the city, and detached a good number of cohorts to garrifoti 
the Janiculum, w'hither the public money had been con- 
veyed. 

In the mean time Oebavianus approached, and polling 
himfelf on the Quirinah then without the walls, fent emif- 
faries.into the city, aflhring the people, that their lives and 
OSayia^ cftates were fafe. Thus encouraged, they flocked out in 
^ei*ved*at bchold their friends and relations, who ferved un- 

^ith 0£lavianus, carrying them refrefliments, and freely conr 
loud accla- verfmg with them. Many of the fenators, and the chief 
mations, nobility, went forth to pay their compliments to the young 
general, who, finding the people generally inclined to fa- 
vour him, entered the city next day amidft the loud accla- 
mations of the multitude. He was met by his mother and 
iifters, who had concealed thcmfelvcs among the Veftals, 
and accompanied by them, and a numberlefs crowd to>his 
houfe, whither all the nobility flocked to pay him their re- 
fpeas (O). 

Ij Joined ly Next day the three legions, that were in the city, joined 

the legions Otlavianus, who now ordered his tropps to march into 
*• * Rome, and encamp in the field of Mars. From thence he 
fent a detachment to feize on the Janiculum, and the public 
money, out of which he immediately paid two thoufand five 
hundred drachmas to each fojdier under his command. The 

(O) Cicero, who had return- Caflius j and befides, he had 
ed to the city upon the arrival been told by fome of his emif- 
of the two African legions, was faries, that the orator, in the 
one of the lafl who came to pay Q)eech which he made to the 
.him his refpe£b, 0(?laYianus fathers, when he demanded the 
received him coldly ; and when confulate for him, had ufed a 
the orator congratulated him on very odd and equivocal expref* 
his return tp the city, You fion : Egregius ifte juvenis, 
are. the la fl of my enemies (an- (faid he,) laudandus, honorr 
fwered 0(5tavianus with an ill- andus, & tollendus efl that is, 
j^atured fneer) who have ho-? “ That brave youth ought to 
nouied me with a viiit,” ^ He be praifed and honoured;}” but 
^cw, that Cicero w'as entirely as to the laft word, it flgnifles 

5li tfie ipterefl of ^utus and equally to and to 
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protor Quirttus Gallius fummoncfd the people to meet In the 
Campus Martius, in order to proceed to the eleflion of new 
confuls ; while his colleague Marcus Corn ut us, forefeeing 
the evil confequences that muft inevitably attend the pro- 
motion of Odavianus, gave up the republic for loft, and 
fcorning to fubmit to the yoke of his fellow-citizen, laid 
violent hands on himfelf. 

On the day appointed for the eledion, Odavianus with- 
.drew from the city, that the comitia might enjoy fome ap- 
pearance of liber^. When the people met, they unani- 
moufly declared Odavianus firft conful, and appointed 
C^intus Paedius, one of his relations, and a legatp of the 
diSator, for his colleague. Upon the news of his eledion 
Odavianus returned to the city, ^ere, as he was faerie 
ficing, according to cuftom, fix, as fome fay, twelve vul- 
turs'are faid to have been feen, the fame number that ap- 
peared to the founder of Rome. Hence he concluded, that 
he fliould one day be invefted with the fame power and au- 
thority as Romulus (P). We lhall now briefly relate what 


t9 


Yr. of F»; 

»3ia. 

Ante Chr. 
36. 

U. C. 71 a. 

nus chofm 
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(P) This year is reckoned by 
mod of the ancient hiilorians, 
and modern chronologers, the 
fird of the long reign of Oda- 
vlanus, known afterwards by 
the name of Augudus. How- 
ever, his authority was hot yet 
cither full or peaceable, but for 
fome time divided with Antony 
and Lepidus, and warmly dif- 
puted by the republican party, 
both in the Ead and Wed. Livy 
fays, that Odtavianus was but 
nineteen years old, when he was 
created conful (2) : but Sueto- 
tiius writes more freely, that 
he ufurped the confulfhipin the 
twentieth year of his age (3). 
Plutarch tells us, out of Otftavi- 
anus’s own commentaries, that 
he was fcarce twenty years old, 
when he was honoured with the 
confular dignity (4). He was 
declared conful, fays Velleius 
Paterculus (5), the day before 
he was twenty years old^ on the 


tenth of the qalends of Oflober^ 
But Velleius was certainly mif- 
taken, for there wajtited a whole 
month and five days to the com- 
pleting of the twentieth year of 
Ocftavianus' age ; neither did he 
obtain the coiifulate in the 
month of September, in which 
he was bom, but in that of Sex- 
tilis, which was thence called 
Augudus, as is manifed both 
from Suetonius (6), and the de- 
cree of the fenate, which is to 
be feen in Macrobius ( 7 ) . Dio 
obferves, that on the nine- 
teenth of Augud he was made 
conful for the fird time, and 
that he died on the fame day 
(8) 3 and Tacitus tells us, that 
the fuperditious multitude after 
Augudus^s death admired the 
drange events of his fortune, 
‘‘ That the lad day of his life, 
and the fird of his reign, were 
the fame (9), &c.** 


^ (a) Liv. lib* cxix; (3) Sueh inOffavlo, cap. 16. (4) Pint, 

in Brut o. (5) Veil. Patcrcul. lib. ii. (6) Suet, ibid* cap. 31* 

<7) Macrob. lib. 1. Saturnai. cap. xa. , (8) JDio, Ub. IvJ.p. 5ft®. 
(?) Tacit, lib. i. Anna!, cap. 9. 
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pa^Jid in <l«nng t)ji§ period of time fbm the death 

of the diAiUor, to the firft ci^nfulfhip of Ofiavianus^ which 
he obtained in the twentieth year of bjs age, 

Brutus and Caflius having l^ft Rome to efcape the fury 
of the populace, immediately after the death of Caefar, re- 
tired firil to AntimPs with ^ defign to return to the cityj^ 
asfoon as the rage of the iinfetfled multitude fliould abate. 
But Antpny laifing daily ne\y difturbances, they wrote to 
thpir friends, that Qnce it wa^ not fafe for them to refume 
the funtlions of their office in the city, ihey were deter- 
mined to fpend the reft of the year in Italy as private citi- 
zens 5 a refolution which the fenate, who favoured them 
pjrivatelyj^ no fooner underftood, than they committed to, 
them the care of fupply^g the city with corn, which Bru- 
tus was appointed to fCnd out of Afia, and Caffius out of 
Sicily The defign of the fenate in charging them with 
fuch a^commiffion was, to afford them an opportunity of 
affembling fleets, and privately engaging the governors of 
thofe provinces in their caufe. In the mean time Oclavia- 
nus arriving from Apollonia at Rome, the city began to be 
divided into two fa£Iions, fome adhering to him, others to 
Antony, and the legionaries, without any regard for theii* 
country, publicly felling tbeinfelves to the higheft bidder. 
In confequence of thefe events, Brutus and Caffius refolved 
to pafsinto Greece, and from thence into the eaftern pro- 
vinces, where they hoped to gain over the numerous legion^ 
that were difperfed about thofe countries, 

Brutus,, eroding Lucania, repaired to Elea, and embarked 
for Athens, where he was received with all poffible demon- 
ftrations of efteem ; and here in a few days he was joined 
by Caffius. The Athenians, who ftill retained their an- 
cient ideas of government, extolled them as heroes and pa- 
triots, and by a public decree erected their ftatues over- 
again^ thofe of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who had, 
about five hundred years before this period, delivered their 
country from llavery by the death of the tyrant Hipparchus. 
At Athens Brutus found Marcus, the fon of Cicero, at hi^ 
ftudios, and feveral other young noblemen of Rome, whom 
he foon brought over to his intereft. Notwithftanding 
thefe public demouftratiops of honour apd efteem, Brutus 
feemed to have laid afide all thoughts of public bufinefs, 
that he might be wholly at ieifure for the ftudy of philofo- 
phy. tfe lived privately with one who had been formerly 
his gueft, and conftantly attended t^ie lectures of Thcom- 
peftus the Academic, and Cratippvis the Peripatetic, as if 

I Appian. lib, iiu p. 5^. pic, ad ^ttleom, hb. ay* ^4 s i, la. 

he 
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lie intended to pafs the remainder of hijs life in qnlet and 
retirement $ but all the while he was fecretly making ^prev 
parations for war. 

He fent one of his partifans, called Herollrates, into Ma^ 
cedon> to found the Roman troops quartered in that pro- 
vince. Hcrodrates difcharged his truft with no lefs fidelity 
thap add refs ; for he either found the Macedonian troops 
ready to fide with Brutus, or dexterouily prevailed upon 
them to efpoufe his caufe. Brutus, thus encouraged, be^ Rai/et 
gan to openly, and raife troops in all the cities of troops, mstd 
Greece, whither many Romans bad retired, diflatisfied p^tpares 
with the prefent fituation of affairs at home ( (3 ). 

It was no fooner known that Brutus was raiSng forces, 
than he was joined by the remains ofcPompey^s army, who, 
ever fincc fhe defeat of their geperaf, had wandered about 
Theffaly. With thefe he obliged Cinna to deliter up five 
hundred horfe, on their march to Dolabella in Afia ; and 
young Cicero gained over to him an entire legion, which 
Pifo defigned to conyey to ^larc Antony in Italy. 

Embarking with ^ ilrong detachment for Demetrias, he Seizes 09 
there feized a prodigious quantity of arms, which had been ihentaga- 
formerly depofited in that city by Csefar for bis Parthian 
expedition. Maccdpn was then governed by Hortenfius, 
the fon of the famous orator, who was Cicero’s rival in clo* 
quence. He declared, without belitation, for Brutus ; and 
before the arrival of Caius Antonius, who was appointed 
to fucceed him, he refigned to Marcus both his province Joined hp ' 
and his troops. Brutusi being now at the head of a pow- the troo^ 
erful army, and mafter of Greece and Macedon, all the 
petty kings and princes arotind flocked to join him, arid 
offer him their fervice 

Caius, the brother of Antony, having crofled the Adria- 
tic to join Gabienus, or, as others call him, Vatinius, who 
commanded three legions in Dyrrachium and Apollonia, 

Brutus refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, 
he put his troops in motion; and his march, though through 
rugged places, and a deep fnow, was fo expeditious, that 
be left thofc who were to bring his provifions a long way 


. * Cic. Hb. V- ix. X. & xih Eptft. Famil. ^ Philippic, xi. Plot, in 
Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 668, 6i; feq. Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 339, 6c 
feq. Veil. Patereph lib. ii. cap. 

( Q^) Being informed that Alia, was to touch at Caiyftus, 
the Vetus Antiftius, his a city of Euboea, be went thi-r 

particular friend, who had been ther to meet him, and eafily 
charged with the -care of con- perfuaded him to deliver up 
yeying to Eonse the tiibutes of great part of the treafure. . 
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; When he approached Dyfi'achium, fie was kizd 
wathr a diftemper, which the Greeks call bulimia, that is, a 
violent hunger (R). As he grew very faint for want of food, 
and none in the army could fupply hint, his attendants 
were forced to have recourfe to the enemy. Advancing to 
the very gates of the city, they acquainted the centinels, 
who were there upon duty, with the di forded of Brutus, 
and implored them to affifl: him. They were touched with 
compaffion, and imnfediately flew to his relief with plenty 
of provifions, Brutus, on this occafion, won fo much trpon 
the alFe£lions of thofe legionaries by his obliging behaviour, 
that they joined him to a' man, Gabiijius himfelf not 
excepted- Caius Antonius, receiving intelligence of what 
bad happened at Dywftchium, advanced with alt poffible 
expedition to ApoHonia, and fummoned all the foldrers, 
who were quartered near that city, to join him there ; but 
fifufing they went all over to Brutus, and fufpedling that 
the garrifon of ApoHonia were inclined to the fame party, 
he abandoned that city, and haftened to Buthrotus, now 
Butronto, on the Ionian Sea. Brutus clofely purfued him, 
and on bis march cut in pieces three of the feven cohorts 
that attended him. 

Upon this fuccefs, Brutus acquainted the fathers with 
what he had done in Greece and Macedon. His letter was 


redd in the fenate by the conful Panfa, who was ftill in 
Rome, and a decree palled, appointing Brutus to govern 
Brutusap- Maccdon, Illyricuin, and all Greece, in quality of procon- 

decree, both he and CafTius were em- 
Creeeer^ powered to make ufe of the public money, and to raife what 
Macedon^ fums they fhoulfl think neceflary, in the provinces fabje£k 
andllly^ to Rome., The kings and cities of the Eaft, in alliance 

ticum* with the Roman people, were at tl>e fame time ordered to 

lend them all the afliftance in their power \ 

111 the mean time young Gicero, whom Brutus had de- 
tached with his light-armed foot in purfuit of Caius Anto- 
nius, overtook, aiKl totally defeated him in the neighbour- 
. hood of BylHs, or Bullis, a city of Illyricum, on the Adria- 
kic. Caius fled with his troops to a neighbouring marfh, 
Md taken he was fiirrounded by Brutus, without any pofliblc 

framer, means of making his cfcape. On this occafion his own meii 


* Cic. Philippic, x. Appian. Hb. iii. p. 567. & lib. iv. p, 6aa, 631, 
633. bldem. ibid. & Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. 


(R) The word hulimia is 
compounded of tlie two Greek 
words, an ox^ and 
hungevy an4 ligniftes an ox-like 


hunger, an Infatiable appetite, 
proceeding from a too (harp ferr 
ment in the ftomach ; by phy- 
iicians called fames caning- 
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delivered him up to Brut^ue^ wbp.had now eight 
under his command, a numerous body of borfe, and a great 
many archers and flingers, with fevcral companies of Mar 
cedonians, whom he daily exercifed after the Roman man- 
ner^. As for Caius Antonius, Brutus treated him with Is tremed 
the utmoft civility, and even fuffered him to enjoy the title **f"f*^'*^ 
of proconful* and all the badges of that dignity, though 
feveral fenators, and particularly Citfero, folicited him to 
rid the republic of fo dangerous an enemy : but finding that 
he abufed his good-nature, and made ufe of the liberty 
which was allowed him to corrupt the officers, and raife 
feditions among the foldiers, he confined him on board a 
ihip, and there kept him clpfc prifoner. 

Brutus being now at the head ofaa povverful army, and 
maBer of all Greece, lllyricum, Mafcedpn, and Thrace, rc- 
folved to pafs into Afia, and there join Caffius, whofepro- 
grefsin thofe eaftern provinces," from the time he parted 
with Brutus in Athens, to the confulate of 061:avianus, 
we are now to relate. He failed firft jnto Afia, which Caffius 
province was then governed by Trebonius, who received 
him with open arms j and P- Lentulus, the pro-qu^ftor, 
fupplied him w'ith money. He was foon after joined by a 
body of horfe, which Dolabella had fent into Afia, with 
orders to purfue their march into Syria. Lentulus, in one 
of his betters to Cicero, aferibes to himfelf the glory of hav* 
kig brought over thefe troops to Caffius^s party K 

It was no fooner known in Afia and Cilicia that Caffius 
was railing forces, than the Romans, who were difperfed 
; about thofe provinces, flocked to him from all quarters ; fo 
^ that feeing himfelf at the head of a confiderable army, he 
left Afia properly fo called, and marched into Syria, with a ^ 

; defign to feize on that province, before the arrival of Dola- 
. Bella. He was fcarce gone when Dolabella landed on the 
! Afiatic coaft, laid wafle the country, made himfelf mailer 
I of Tarfus, where Caffius had left a garrifon, and put to 
1 death the proconful Trebonius, as we have already related, 

' Caffius, on hpis arrival in Syria, found Statius Murcus and 
[ Marcius prifpus carrying on the fiege of Apamea againft 
' Q^Csecilius Bafius. Thefe two leaders immediately joined 
him with all their forces, and Baflus’s foldiers forced him 
to take the fame ftep. The city being delivered up to Caf- 
; fius, an end was put to the fiege, and the army of that 
general, by this new addition, Increafed to the number q£ 


c PIut.in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. € 33 . 
Familiar, epijl. 
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!^<m« (3). Both Mufooei ^j»4<Jrifpu^ hcart^f omhrac-^ 
edQ^wxs's party ; the foitttcr watf hjr liini appointed gorcri- 
Mt of Syiia^ and alfo admiral of hid feet ; hurt Bafes^ not 
taring to ex^age in thi« war, was permitted quietly to retire 
Caffius b^ing thus ftrtngtbened, foo|> made himfelf mailer 
of all Syria from whence he rnarcbed to Pbcenice and Ju^ 
d3ca> which he likewife fecured in bi^ mtereft. Recemng 
intelligence that Attienur, one of Doh^lla’s lieutenants, 
was on his march through Paleftine with four legions, which 
Caefar had left in Egypt after the Alexandrian war, he went 
to meet them» and taking them by fnrpri^e, ohKgcd both 
Allienua and his legions to fide with him ; by which accef* 
Son his army now amounted to tweire lemons. In the 
mean thtte Dokbella, lifter a long ftay in Afe, where he 
burdened the cities witlt new taxes, ar^ opprefed the inha^ 
bitants in a moft tyrannical manner, palTed firll into Cilicia, 
and ibence into Syria, with two legions | whither his feet, 
eompoled of vefeis hired of the Lycians, Pamphylians, and 
Giikians;, failed foon after under the command of L. Figu-^ 
lus ^ Upon his arrival in Syria he attempted to enter An-» 
tioch, as governor of that province t hut being repullcd by 
the inhabitants, and the garrifon which Cai^us had leift 
there, with the lofs of a hundred men, he abandoned the 
enterprize, and retired in the night towards Laodicea* 
During his march, moH of the troops he had raifed m Afia 
abandoned him,fomc of them returning to Antioch, where 
t^cy iomed Caffius, and others retiring over Mount Amanus 
into Cilicia *. As the inhabitants of £aodicea were entirely 
devoted to Cwfar’s party, they received Dolabella with open 
arms, and put him in pofefBon of their city. Caflius no 
fooner heard of this event, than he haSened thither, leaving 
Herod governor of Ccclefyria, with a ftrong detachment 
from tris army to keep that province in awe 
"Ho found Dolabella encamped under the walls of the 
chy ; and there he refolved to befiege him *. As Laodicea 
was fituated on a pcninfula, CaEus, to prevent Dolabella 
from making his efcape by land, carried on a wall, two fur- 
^ngs in length, crofs the iflbmus, with materials brought 

• Bio, Kb. xlvii. p. 343. ^ Apphin. Kb. iv. p. fi»4- ^ P* 

tuWsul Ctc. lib. xii- ad Fa^idKar-Epift. 15. Jol'cph. Antiq,Jib 

xiv. cap. 19. ^ Cic. Iib.xn. ad FamiKar. epilt. 13. 

(S) From this time he took as appears froib bis letters to 
upon him the title of proconful, Cicero ( 1 ) • 

(0 Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, epift. vi, za. 
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from the ucighbottiing village a|id fepuU;hre«, Atthefame^ 
time V difpatched meien^^ tpthe Fhoetiicians, Xycia»$j 
and Rhodians, for (hips, with a deiign to block up the har- 
))our. The Sidonians alone conaplied with his fummohs^ 
a^d fent him what ve^Is they had ready equipped in their 
harbour. They were fcarce arrived when JDolabella's fleet, 
under the command of L. Figulus, appeared oiF Laodicea. 

Caflius, though his fleet was inferior in number to the ene- 
my’s, ventured an engagement, in which both parties fought 
with incredible bravery. At length CaiEus’s fleet was over- Cajftufi 
powered, ai^ five of his fliips were taken, with all the ma- 
riners on board ; but Statius Murcus, his admiral, having 
got together a confiderable number of Ihips of war in Phoe- 
hice, and on the coall of Ada, ven^red two other engage- 
ments, in the firft whereof the two mets parted upon equal 
terms; in the fecond DoIabeIla*s was entirely defeated. DeliMU^s 
Then Murcus blocked up the port, fo that no provifions 
could be conveyed into the befieged city cither by fea or 
land ; the wall, which Caflius had begun crofs the ifthmus, 
being now completed. The place being thus reduced to 
the iitmpft extremity, Doiahclia attempted feveral times to 
fally out at the head of the garrifon ; hut was conftantly 
driven back into the city, which was at length treachcroufly 
deliycred up to the enemy by Quintius, a principal officer 
of his army. 

DolabcIIa, feeing the enemy in poflTeflion of the city, 
and fearing Caffius would retaliate bis cruel treatment of 
Trebonius, ordered one of his guards to cut olF his head. death 
The foldier obeyed the order, and then killed himfelf with of DolMr> 
the fame fword. The example of Dolabella was followed 
by M. O^avius his lieutenant, and Q. Marfus, another 
of his chief officers. Caffius ordered^eir bodies to be 
decently interred, and incorporated the foldters among his 
legions. He then plundered the temples and treafury of 
Xaodicea, put all the nobility to the fword, and reduced 
the people to the moll deplorable dillrefs 

After the rcdu^lion of Laodicea, Caffius, now mafter 
of all Syria, acquainted the fathers with the fuccefs of his wrnmna 
arms; who thereupon confirmed to him the government of Sir'ta 
of thofc vaft provinces *. Thus was the Roman Rate, taken 
in its utmoll. extent, divided between two oppofite parties. ^ 

The Csefareans were obeved by all the nations in the Weft, 
between the ocean and tnc mod (buthern borders of Italy: 
while the party of Brutus and the confpirators prevailed in 

^ Appian. lib. iv. p, 6»9 h feq. 1 Veil. PatcrcuL lib. ii. cap. 

•». Appian^ lib, iii, p. 5^7, 
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all tBe provinces of the Eaft. for Sicily, it was held 
at this time by Sextus Pompeios, the younger fon of Pom^ 
■pey the Great, of whom we fhall have frequent occafion 
to fpcalc in the fequel of this Hiftory. Such was the fitua* 
tion of aflFairs at the beginning of Odlavianus’s firft con- 
fulatc. 
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CHAP. L. 

the Hijiory of RoMet from the firfi Cotifulate (f 
OSlavianus iof the Death of CaJJius and 
Brutus. 

T he firfi: ftep 0£lavianus took, after his pfomotlort 
to the confulfhip, was to procure the confirmation 
of his adoption in a general aflembly of the people : he 
afterwards prevailed upon the fenate to revoke their decree, 
tieclaring Dolabella, whofe death was not yet known at 
Rome, an enemy to his country Soon after thefe mea- 
fures, his colleague C^Paedius, at his inftigation, propofed 
a law for impeaching, trying, and condemning all thofe 
who had been any ways concerned in the death of Caefar. 
oaawlanus Purfuant to this law, which palTed without oppofition, L. 

Cornificius took upon him to accufe Bmtus, and the fa- 
CaJTiusto Vipfanius Agrippa (T) appeared againft Caifius. 

hi coij~ Among the judges who were chofen for the decifion of fo 

^mntd^ important a caufe, Silicius Coronas was the only perfoJi 

courage enough to declare in their favour, which 
^ j though Oftavianus thought it then 

advifeable to diflemble his refentment, and pretended even 
to be reconciled to Silicius, yet he foon after facrificed him 
to his revenge. The confpirators were all condemned, 
i^thout being beard, to perpetual banifhmcnt, and their 
eltates confifeated 


» Appian. lib iii. p. 586. Ko, lib. xWi. p. 5,1, 31,. n Liv. 
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. (T) Marcus Vipfamius A- 
gnppawas, according to Sue- 
tonius, of a mean dement ; but 
of an equefirian family, ac- 
^rding to Cornelius Nepos. 
He was , brought up froin hi^ 


infancy with Odavianus, and 
ferved him to the lafi with the 
utmoft fidelity. We fliall have 
occafion to make frequent men- 
tion of him in the fequel of 
tmsMlhiry, 
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As Bciittus and Gaflius were at^thc bead of le- 

gions, Oflaviant^s righcly judgcd,'tbat it would not be cafy 
for him to deftroy them without the affiftance of Antony 
and Lepidus. He therefore difpatched meiFengers to thofe 
cbiefsi defiritig them to n\arch with ail poflible expedition 
into Italy, that they might, with their united forces, fall 
upon Brutus and Caflius, and drive them out of the pro- 
vinces which they had feized. In confequence of this in- 
timation, they fet out without delay, and paffing the Alps 
at the head of feventeen legions, entered Cifalpinc Gaul, 
The fenate, alarmed at their approach, and ftrangers to 
the private underftanding between them and Odlavianus, 
ordered the latter to march, and attack them as public 
enemies. O^bavianus, with great f^y, embraced this op- 
portunity of concluding the treaty, which had been begun 
ibme time before between him and his rival. When he 
left Rome, he gave private inllru^lions to Quintus Piedius, 
bis colleague and creature, to infinuate to the fenate, that 
it was for the advantage of the commonwealth to repeal 
their decree againlt Antony and Lepidus, and not drive 
fuch men to defpair, efpecially Antony, who was a great 
commander, and no iefs to be dreaded than Sylla and Ma- 
rius. This propofal was very difagrceable to the fenate ; 
but ncvcrthelefe, as they fufpefted Oftavianus to be at- the 
bottom of this tranfaftion, they wrote to him for his ad- 
vice in fo nice a point. The crafty general readily con- 
fented to the repealing of the decree ; but to deceive the 
fenate, told them in his letter, that his confent had been in 
a manner extorted, by the earned entreaties of his foldiers. 
The confeript fathers began to perceive his drift j but they 
were no longer in a condition to oppofe him, and there- 
fore annulled all the decrees againft Antony and his ad- 
herents. 

In acknowlegcment of this favour, Antony marched im- 
mediately agaitid Dccimus Brutus, who was encamped in 
the neignbourhood of Mutina with ten legions, four where- 
of confided of veterans, though in a very bad condition, 
from the diilempers and fatigues they had fufFered during 
the late fiege 5 the others were newly xaifed, and quite un- 
acquainted with military difeipline. D. Brutus, therefore, 
not finding himfelf in a condition to oppofe the united and 
fuperior forces of Antony and Lepidus,’ refolved to quit 
Cifalpinc Gaul; to pafs by the way of Aquileia, into llly- 
ricum, and from thence into Macedon, where M. Brutus 
^mmanded. All the palFcs on that fide being feized by 
the troops of Oelavianus, he took his route towards the 
Alp$^ with a defigxi to pafs die^RhinCi where that river di- 
vides 
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^Tianfalpne Gaut from Germany, and tlrrooeh tfed 
fetter country purfue hi$ route into Maec^oti : but tfic ap^ 
prehcnfion of the fatigues and dangjers of fo long a marcb^ 
fed fuch an cfic^a on the riiinds of fbc neW-railed troops^ 
that they all abandoned Brutus, and joined Antony.^ Their 
example was followed by the other four legions; fo that 
tmtes and ^ Bruttts*s army was reduced to a few fquadrons of Gaulilh 
^ horfe : with tbefc he marched as far as theRhinci the fighf 
jK Bruius* which^rapid river fo frightened the few Gauls he had 
, with him^ that they ftole away one after another, exccBt 
ten, who feemed determined never to forfafce him. Iil[ 
this extremity, he laid afidc all thoughts of entering Gcr^ 
many, and drefling himfelf after the Gaulilh manner, he 
acfolved, in that difgi^e, to return through Gaul into Ita^^ 
not without hopes of* reaching at length Macedon undif^ 
covered. He had not gone far, before be was taken by U 
hand of frcc-booters, who condudled hini, at his requeft, 
to the lord of that diftri^:, by name CamiUUs, or as others 
call him, Camelius, who had received a thoufand favours 
at his hands in the dictator’s Hfc'^-time. This Gaui recetTed 
him with a (hew of friendfliips but dispatched a meflenger 
to Antony to know how he foould be treated, and received 
an order to put him to death, which was executed accord* 
ii^ly. When his head was Iwoaght to Antony, he looked 
on It with fome concern, and then delivered it to hie 
friends, by whom it was decently buried Thus died 
Ifectmus Junius Brutus, one of the moft aftivc afiaffins of 
Caefar, who was his patron, friend, and benefaftor. 

Antony immediately acquainted 0£lavianus, that he had 
facrificed Decimus to the manes of his father, and then 
advanced, with Lepidus, at the head of his army, to givci^ 
him a meeting. The place they chofe for their private con*^ 
feredees, was a fmall ifland formed 1^ the river Rhenus^ 
now the Reno, which falls into the Po, after having wa- 
tered the territory of Bononia or Bologna. Both armies 
advanced to the oppofite banks of this river, from whence, 
bridges, a communication was opened with the 
iltod. Lepidus entered the ferft into the ifland,. to view' 
Unit and ambufcade or contrivance againft thd 

JLi^dus, of either party. Such was the con<Btion of thofe 
mtft in a wtions men, who, even in the midft of a recondKatkmf 
not help diftrufting each other. Le|«das having nfefe 
iw'f* ^ frgnal agreed on, the two generals enteed the iflaDd 
^ont the oppofite haute, each of them guarded by thre^ 
hundred men, who remained at Ae bead of the bri^(eif 

while 
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gillie th« two chiefs : advanced toTthe place- of tlie hRct- 
view, which was a rifing-gtound,- whence they could be 
equally fccn by their guards, and both armies. Having 
faluted and embraced each Other in a friendly manner, they 
took their feats> the other two yielding the tnoft honour-* 
able place to Oftavianus, as confiil. The confei'ence lafted 
three daySj during which they had the precaution to fpeak 
fo low, notwithftanding fome warm debates, that not a 
fingJe word could be heard, even by their guards, who 
flood but at a fmall diftance* 

At length, they agreed on the following articles : f.That The arti» 
Oftavianus fliould forthwith refign the confulate, which cUtojtheii 
gave him a kind of pre-eminence over the other two, to 
Ventidius, one of Antony’s Heutenl|nts. 2. That the fu* 
preiqe authority fhould be divided among the three, and 
kept by them for the (pace of five years, under the name of 
triumvirs, and in quality of reformers of the commonwealth* 

3. That they fhould . caufe this authority to be confirmed 
by the Roman peojne. 4. That Antony fhould have all 
^ranfalpine and Cifalpine Gaul, except Narbonne, which 
together with both Spains, fhould be yielded to Lepidus ; 
and that 0 £lavianuS fhould have for his fhare Africa, with 
Sicily and Sardinia. 5. That Italy, and the eaflern pro- 
vinces, which were pofieffed by Brutus and Gaffius, fhould, 
for fome time, remain in common. 6. That Antony and 
Odlavianus fliould forthwith join their forces, and make 
War upon Brutus and CalTius, while Lepidus, with four 
legions, flaid at Rome to maintain the authority of the tri- 
umvirate. Befidcs thefe, fcveral Other articles were fet- 
tled. As it was of thoutmoft importance, efpeei ally for 
0 £lavianus and Antony, who were to march into the Eaft 
againft Brutus and Caffius, to fecurc the fidelity of the le- 
gions, it was agreed, that each legionary fhould receive 
after the war five thoufand drachmas, each centurion 
twenty-five thoufand, and each tribune fifty thoufand. To 
thefe immenfe and almoft incredible fums were added other 
rewards, flill more fubftantial. The triumvirs agreed to 
promife their foldiers fettlemeats on their return from the 
Eaft, in eighteen of the heft cities of Italy, which fhould be 
chofen by the three chiefs, and abandon^ in property with 
their .houfes and lands to the foldiers. As for the ancient 
proprietors, they were to be driven out of their habitations* 
ftripped of their lands and cffedls, and fuffered cither to 
perifh with famine, or fubfift in the heft manner they could. 

Some of thefe unhappy cities were Capua, 'Rhcgium> Benc« 
ventum, Luccria, Ariminum, and Vibo. 

VoL. XII. E ^ Ae 
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‘ ' Ai thi triumvirs had Dccafion for immenfe Aims to^carry 
on tho war, and knew that there were Hill in Rome great 
numbers of zealous republicans, who probably would raife 
diiturbances in Italy during their abfence, they formed that 
barbarous and inhuman refolution, which will render their 
memories execrable and infamous to the lateft poftcrity ; 
a refolution which brings difgracc upon tyranny itfelf : thev 
agreed not only to cut off all their enemies, but thofc 
{tnftm. of great eftates, or thought 

to retain the leaft fpark of zeal for their ancient laws and 
liberties. Thefe regulations were made without the leaft 
conteft; or difpute ; but the lift of the proferibed, when it 
came to be fettled, occafioned warm debates, each of them 
being (olicitous to de^^^oy his enemies, andfave his friends. 

Antony would come to no agreement till Cicero’s name 
was fet down among the proferibed. 0£lavianus endea- 
Toured to fave him, and prefled Antony to facrifice Lucius 
Ciefar, his uncle by the mother’s As for Lepidus, 

feme writers tell us, that, contrary to tbe inclination of the 
other two, he infifted upon the condemnation of his own 
brother L. yEmilius Paulus, who bad voted firft in the fe- 
tiiite for pafling the decree which declared him a public 
enemy when he joined Antony : other authors fay, that 
he would have faved his brother, but that Offavianus *nd 
Antony demanded his head ; it is certain, however, that 
the deflre of being revenged on their enemies got the better 
of faving their friends and relations. Offavianus in the 
end facrificed Cicero to Antony, Antony gave up his uncle 
Lucius to Odfavianus ; and Lcpiclus was either allowed to 
murder his brother Paulus, or forced to abandon him to the 
rel'entmcnt of the other two. The death of thefe three be- 
ing agreed on, the lift of the others, whom the triumvirs 
doomed to die, was foon drawn up, each of the tyrants 
meiuioning the names of his particular enemies. Among 
others, they proferibed Plotius, conful cleft, and brother 
to Plancus, one of Antony’s lieutenants ; Quintus, who was 
alfo defigned couful for the enfuing year, and whofe daugh- 
ter Afmius Pollio, a great partifan of the triumvirate, had 
lately married; Thoranius, who had been governor to 
Oftavianus, and had taken particular care of his education, 
and many others, whom we (hall have occafion to mention. 
The articles of this wicked confederacy being fworn to, the 
chiefs feparated, and went to impart the refult of their con- 
ferences to their refpeftivc armies, who, overjoyed at the 
advantageous promifes that were made them, heard the re- 
port with the greateft fatisfaftioiju The fame day the two 

armies 



^he Ranufy Itifloiy* 


“Ritually feafted and aiterfeaied each 

, The fatal decree of iM-ofcription being drawn un wai 

fcrltJift of the unhappy men who were doomed to die. and 
the fame time fome companies of fold iers were detached 

triumvirs in execu- 
tion. The foldiers arrived m the evening, and meeting 

in c^^-t cS“6“"' *'”* 


(U) The agreement being 
Itiade, and the articles (igned 
by the triumvirs, the armjT de- 
fired, that the friendfliip be- 
tween Antony and 06i:avianus 
niight be cemented by fome al- 
liance, and in a manner forced 
the lattef to divoive Servilia, 
the daughter of Servilius Ifau- 
ricus, whom he had married 
when he was very young, and 
to take in her room Clodia, 
the daughter of the famous P. 
Clodius^ who was killed by 
Milo, and of Fulvia, w^hom 
Antony had married after the 
death of her firft hufband ( i). 

(W) It began thus; “ M, 
Lepidus, M. Antonius, and Oc- 
tavianus Cafar, chofeii for the 
reformation of the common- 
wealth, If the generolity of 
Julius Caefar had not prompted 
him to pardon fome faithlefs 
i^en, and to grant them belides 
their lives, of which they were 
unworthy, honours and offices, 
which they deferved as kittle, 
had not fallen by their trea- 
fliould we have been 
obliged to proceed in a manner 
oifagreeable to us againft thofe 
who have declared us enemies 
to our country. But the wicked 
cligns they formed againft us, 
horrible treachery they ^ 
ftcwca towards Caefar, and the 


certain knowlege* %ve have of 
their ^ecrable praaices, force 
us tcfl^prevent the evils with 
which we are threatened.’* 
Then followed a j unification of 
the proceedings of the trium- 
virs, founded on the advan- 
tages which Caefar had procur- 
ed tor the Roman people by his 
viaories, on the ingratitude of 
thofe who had murdered him, 
and on the necefiity of clearing 
the city of fuch as might in- 
volve it in new troubles. They 
concluded thus ; “ No man 
fhall dare to receive, conceal, 
help to elcapie, any way relieve 
thofe who ai;e proferibed, or 
hold any manner of intelligence 
with them, ujjon pain of being 
himfelf proferibed, Whofoever 
fhall bring to any of the trium- 
virs the head of a proferibed 
perfon, fliall receive, if a free- 
man, twenty-five thoufand fe- 
Rerces ; and ten thoufand, if a 
flave : the Rave, w'ho fhall kill 
his mafter, fliall moreover be 
declared a Roman citizen. The 
fame rewards fliall be given to 
ftich as fliall difeover the place 
where any proferibed perfon 
lies concealed, and the name of 
the^ informer fliall not be enter- 
ed into any rcgiRcr, to the end 
it may never be known who 
he was.** 


(i) Pltttv in Antonio* 
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four profcribcd pcrfons in the ftrccts, iittttjcdiatclf 
put them to death : others were itihumanly mal^cfed in 
their houfes; fome while they were fupping with their 
friends, and fome in the temples, whither, upOn the firft 
alarm they had fled for refuge. The city was in an inftant 
filled with horror and confufion j nothing being heard but 
cries and lamentations. As the lift of the proferibed per- 
fons was not yet made public, every one fancied himfelf 
tomeiathi In that number; and hence the confternation became ge- 
utmofi neral. Some in tranfpprts of defpair rcfolvcd to involve the 
^gvHation, whole city in their deftru£lioii, and accordingly fet fire to 
it in difterent quarters. The horror of the fcenc was aug- 
mented by the darknefs of the night, the fire which began 
to flame out in fev^Jal places, the cries and groans of 
thofc who were inhumanly butchered in the ftreets, the 
fight of armed foldiers running up and down to execute the 
vengeance of the triumvirate, the flight of the people, and 
the fhrieks of the women. Predius, the only conful in 
Horae, to remove the fears of the alarmed multitude, and 
prevent diforders, ran from ftreet to ftreet, caufing it to be 
every where publifiied, that the number of thofe wdio 
w^erc doomed to die, was but very fraall ; and that, as foon 
as it was day, he w'ouid caufe their names to be fixed up 
in the forum. Accordingly, early next morning the lift of 
the proferibed, containing the names of only feventeeu 
per fons, was fet up in a public place, together with the 
decree of the triumvirs. This reftored tranquility to the 
city for a while ; but the conful Pxdius, having overheated 
himfelf with running up and down the city, to calm the 
minds of the people, and prevent diforders, died the. night 
following *1. 

7he entry of During thefe alarms, the»triumvirs advanced, at tlie head 
p^etrium* pf their united forces, towards Rome, which they entered 
on three different days; 0<Savianus on the firft, Antony 
ott the fccond, and Lepiduson the third, each of them at- 
tended with his pr 2 etorian cohort, and one legion. The 
firft ftep they took after their arrival was, to procure a law, 
^ ^ invefting them with the authority which they had ufurped. 

inve/edby accordingly prppo^ the tribune P. Titius tp tbe 

a decree of faflembled tribes, who pafled it the fame day in the fplliow- 
the people ing terms: ** The Roman people, lawfully affembled, have 
^ith tlu thought fit to appoint three pprfons to govern the com- 
with confular power. Thefe are M. Antonius, 
hud ujurp^ ^ ]Lepidus, and Caefar Oflavianus, whofc authority fiiall 
geU be ^acknowieged and obeyed by all for the fpace ^jfive 


'Vtrs mto^ 

Rome, 



jreai-s.” The deferefc urts no fobner rarified; than O&avidi 
nas, pnrfuant to one of the ^ictes’of the confederacy! rei 
fiened hw confullhip, feme fay to C. Carinas, othe/s, to’ 

Venudjus. However that be, thefe two were by the triam- 
Tirs apMintcd confuls for the remaining part of the prefent 
year ; but thdy were mere cyphers, the whole power and 
autbori^ of the republic being lodged iii the triumvirs, 
nhefe three tyrants, now confidering tliemfelves as iawful 
magiftrates, added the night following tlxe names of an 
hundred and thirty perfons to thofe they had already pro- 
fcribcd ; a few days after, they proferibed an hundred and 
fifty more, and thus they daily increafed the number, tHl 
It amounted at laft to three hundred fenators, and above 
two thonfand knights, ^ 

Every confiderablc man in Rome» who was difliked, or 
futpeaed by the triumvirate to difapprove their tyranny, 
and rich enough to glut their avarice, was doomed to 
die* As It was death to conceal or help them, and ample 
rewards were given to fuch as difeovered and killed them, TAefiui 
many were betrayed and butchered by their flaves and freed- fomOncn 
men 5 many betrayed by their treacherous holts and rela- 
tions. Many fled to uninhabited places, where they perilh- 
ed for waht. The ftrdets were covered with dead bodies ; 
the heads of the rnoft illuftrious fenators were expofed upon 
roftra, and their bodies left unburied in the Itreets and 
fields, to be devoured by dogs and ravenous birds. A great 
number of citizens that were not condemned, perifhed in 
this confufion, fome by malice or miftake, others for con- 
cealing or defending their friends. This feafon of calamity 
produced fome pathetic inftances of the affcaion of wives 
for their hu^ands, and of the fidelity of flaves towards their 
mailers, but very few of filial love; not that Rome was 
entirely deftitutc of this virtue ; Oppius carried his old and Semge/tJh 
decrepit father on his ihouldera to the fea-fidc, and efcaped p^ofer^^ed • 
with him into Sicily. Ifis piety was not long unrewarded ; 
for on his return to Rome, after the triumvirs had put an 
^d to the profeription, he found the people fo afiefled by 
the g^erous action, that thp tribes unanimoufly concurred 
m railing him m the aedileihip I and becaufe he wanted 
money to exhibit the ufual fports, the artificers worked 
without wages, and the people not only taxed themfelvesto 
the neceffary charges, but gave proofs of the efteem 
to^vfiad for fo dutiful a Ton by fuch contributions as 
an^nnted to twice the value of his paternal eftate,: which 
Ilia confifeated by the triumvirs. Caius HofldiusGeta 
wa® likcMdfe fevef br^ wbb fpread a report^ thst his 
Wher had laid viblem hands oh himfelf, and to render the 
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faa moi^ A^iMe» fpdnt the remams 6t his fortune 
in performing his ohfequics. By this contnvanc^^ 
dius made hil efcape, but loft one of his eyes, which he 
had kept too long covered with a plato, the better to dif- 
euife him. The barbarous impiety of thofc children^ wha 
by a ftrange apoftacy from nature betrayed their own pa^ 
rents* ought to be buried in oblivion. Nothing can refieft 
greater infamy on the memory of the triumvirs* than their 
countenanring fuch impious monfters. bcveral flaves chofe 
rather to die on the rack amidft th^ moft eicquitite tor^ 
ments, than difeover the places where their mafters lay 
concealed ; others, not caring to outlive them, fell by their 
own hands upon the dead bodies of their patrons* 

Many illuftrious mas ons gave remarkable proofs of their 
conjugal love, which pught not to be pafTed over in filencc. 
The wife of Ligarias, feeing her hufband betrayed by 
one of his flaves, declared to the executioners who cut ofiT 
bis head, that ihe had concealed him, and confcqucntlf 
ought, iri virtue of the decree, to undergo the fame fate. 
They not hearkening to her, flie appeared before the trU 
qmvirs, upbraided them with their , cruelty^ owned (he had 
concealed her huiband, and begged death ot them as a favour. 
Being driven away by their oflicers, flic fliut herfclf up in her 
own houfe ; and there* as flie wasdetermined not long to out** 
live her hufliaud; ftarved herfclf to death. Acilius was betray^ 


ed by one of his flaves, and apprehended, -but redeemed by 
his wife, W'ho readily parted with all her jewels to fave bis 
life. Apuleius, Antiftius, Antius, Q^Lucretius VifpalliOjj 
Titus Vinius, and many others, were faved by the ingenious 
‘Lucius Ca- contrivances of their wives, ^ after they had given them felves. 
far faved up for loll. Lucius, the uncle of Antony, was laved by 
ieyhisfjier. his filler Julia, in whofe houfe he had taken refuge (X). 


(X) The miniflers of the tri- 
umvirs endeavoured to break 
^nto the room where he lay con- 
cealed 5 but hb filter meeting 
them at the door, cried out fe- 
ver ril ** You fliall neVer 

kill Lucius Csefar tilt you fij'lt 
difpatcb me; me, who gave 
j^urgencrdduslife and; bang.** 
aflaffins, thundcrflrudt at 
^efe words, retired ; but no- 
wihelcfs Julia fiew to the fo* 
yum* where her fon lyas^iitung 
on hie tribun^il, roCei^ing tbp 
bekds of th^ proTtrib^ ; aiptd 


paying the alTalfins the promiled 
rewards : “ I have tranfgfoflcd 
yx)ur decree, (faid flie to An- 
tony), and am come to inform 
again ft myfelf. I have taken 
my brother into my houfe* arid 
am refblved to prote^ him till 
you Iha^ think proper to put us 
both to dcath.^^ “ Yon J»vc 
behaved (r^Ked Aptpny) l^cc 
" a good fifler, hut a^ aj bft ijmo* 
and took UQ fextber Jio- 
t^ofijrbat 
ciuft fra* f aya f 

‘ 

Though 
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Tboagh the country*, as wett as the city, m- 

fonners and aiTafiins, yet iqiany itlu^ous* citizens found 
means to avoid the fury of the profcription, and to get fafe,^ 
either to Brutus in Macedon, or to Sextus Pompeius in Si- 
cily. The latter kept conitantly a great number of fmali 
vcflcls hovering on the epaft of Italy, to receive fuch as 
made their efcape, and treated them with great kindnefs 
and refpea (Y). 


(Y) Reftio, Appius, Me- 
ncius, and Junius, were faved 
by their Haves. Reflio had 
marked one of his (laves on the 
fi^ehead with a red-hot iron ; 
the ufual puniihment inHi^ted 
on fuch as attempted to run 
away from their mailers. This 
Have, having by chance found 
out the place where Reflio lay 
concealed, condutfled him to a 
cave, and there fupported him 
for fomc time with what he 
earned by his daily labour. At 
length a company of foldiers 
coming that way, and approach- 
ing the cave, the faithful Have, 
alarmed at the danger his m af- 
ter was in, foUowea them clofe, 
and falling upon a poor peafant, 
killed him in their prepuce, 
andcutoffhisliead, crying out, 
I am now revenged on my 
mader for the marks with which 
he has branded me.*’ Thefpl- 
diers, lacing the infamous 
marks oii^his forehead, and hot 
doubting but he had killed Rcf- 
tio, fnatched the head out of his 
hand, and returned with-it in 
all hade to the triumvirs. They 
were no fooner gone, than the 
Have conveyed his madihr totlio 
iha^dde, where they 'had tj^e 

r luck to find one of &4r- 
l^thpelus’s veffels, ^ijeh 
them fafe into 

ctljr. The gencrofity of the 
fw** ^ and Meneiui, 

or h«- 


felvcs to be (lam in rheir.malJ- 
ters habits, d^hile their maders 
made their efcape in the dif- 
guife of (laves. Poinponius, 
(indin|)sQO other means to get 
fafe out of Rome, afiumed the 
habit of a praetor, and went 
early out of the city in that at<p 
tire, attended by his (laves in 
the difguife of li<^prB : he tra** 
veiled at the cxpcnce of the 
public, giving out every where 
that he was ient by the trium- 
virs to ncgociate a treaty with 
young Pompey ; he was well 
received in all the cities on th^ 
road, and fupplied both with 
hor(es and proviiions : feveral 
bands of (bldiers and afialfins 
met him on bis journey, but 
none of them offered to dop or 
examine an ambaffador of the 
triumvirs; fo that he reached 
Sicily, undifcpvered. Ventidius 
(not the conful) deceived th® 
murderers by pretending to be 
one of them jbimfelf, and pa- 
trolling about the country with 
ibme of his friends*, as in fearch 
of profcribedjMSHbns. The fc- 
nator Coponius (vas faved by 
his wife at the expence of her 
virtue, Antony having caufed 
his name to be druck offthe 
bl^k lid, in ronfcquence pf 
' her TOmpiiance ,wkh hW dedr^, 
aft^.(he h^ beien pro<^for &- 
Vcral years igainu the o(fers, 
icavefo, and menaces of? the 
feewdtymnt; - Another fenator, 
-bninff ^tired toncearmg 
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rk/fati ^ Cicero bemg with his brotberQuiams, who was Hkewlfo 
Ci€$L profcribed, at his countryJioufc near ITafculmn, when the 
£|yj[^ were brought him of the profenptioni they lorth-f 
with took the route of Aftura, another of his country-houfes 
on the fea-fide, between the promontories of Antium and 
Qircaeum. There they both defighed to take flipping, and 
endeavour to join 'Brutus in Macedoil* As they had j in the 
firft alarm and hurry, forgot to take with them the nccef. 
fary money to defray the expence of their voyage, it was 
agreed between them, that Cicero (hould make -what hafte 
he ccJuld to the fea-fide, and Quintus return home to pro- 
vide necefl'aries. Quintus returned to Rome, and got to 
his houfe undifeovered, where he thought biipfelf fafe, at 
leaft for a fhort timc,j^nce it had been lately fcarched by 
the minifters of the triumvirs. As in moft houfes there were 


as many informers as domellics, his return was immediately 
known, and the houfe of courfe filled with foMiers' and 
aflaifins, who not being able to difeover him, put his fon 
to the torture, in order to make him declare where his fa- 
thcr lay concealed. Filial afFed ion was proof in the young 
tireum- Roman again ft the moft exquifite torments: however, the 
fender youth could not help fighing and groaning with the 
hiibmker. torture, d^intus, who was within hearing, unable 

to bear. this trial of his fon expiring on the rack, broke from 
his concealment, and prefented himfelf to the aftaflinSj 
begging them, with a flood of tears, to put him to death, 
and difmifs the innocent child, whofe generous behaviour 
the triumvirs themfelves, if informed of the fa6b, would 
judge worthy of the higheft encomiums and rewards. Thofc 
inhuman monfters, without being in the leaft afFe<Eicd with 
the tears either of the father or the fon, anfwercd, that they 
inuft both die, the father, becaufe he was profcribed, and 
the fon, becaufe in defiance of the decree of the triumvirs, 
he had concealed his father. Then a new conteft of ten- 
derneft arofe between the father and the fon, who fhould 
diefirft; but this the aifailins, deftitute of all fenfe of 
humanity, foon decided bv beheading them both at the 
fame time T* ' 


r Appian. Dio. Plut. Val.Ma*. ibid. Seneca in fuafor* 

fiimlelf ip caves and debs, and mailer, opened there a little 
fculkmg abput the country in fchool, and kept it as long as 

profcriptlon lafted, without 
Bomeip the difgu jfe of afiphool* being difeovered j( i ) • 

Vah JMax:. 
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Mean w|iilc Cicero, hayipg ^reached Aftqra, and found a 
yeflel there ready toweig^h ahebdr, went on board, withade-- 
fign to pafe over into Macedon, and join Brutus : but either 
dreading the 'incouvcniencics of fuch a voyage, or ftill de-« 
pending on the fricndfliip of OcEtavianus, he foon changed 
bis mind, and ordered the mafter of the (hip to fet him 
aihoi^ at Circapum, whence he took his route towards Rome 
by land. After he had gone about two hundred furlongs, 
he altered his refolutiop once more,,;and returned to fea, 
ivhcrc he fpent the night in a thpuCand melancholy and 
perplexing thoughts. Wavering between the hopes be had 
in 0<El:avianus*sfricndfhip, and the fear of death, he at laft 
jrufFered bis domedics to convey him by fea to a country- 
houfe which he had in the neigldjpuihood of Caietaj 
where he had not been long, when^is domedics carried 
him again in a litter towards the fea<>(ide. 

They were fcarce gone, when a band of foldiers. under 
the command of Herennius, a centurion, and Popilius 
Lsenas, a military tribune, came to the houfe. Cicero had 
formerly undertaken the defence of Popilius, when he wa$ 
under a profecution for the murder of his own father, and 
)>y the power of his eloquence faved him from an infa- 
mous death : but the ungrateful wretch, unmindful of for- 
mer obligations, and wholly intent on ingratiating himfeif 
with Antony, had promifed to find out Cicero, wherever 
he lay concealed, and bring him his head. He found the 
doors of bis houfe ihut, but breaking them open, and 
fcarching in vain every comer, he threatened to put all 
the flaves in the houfe to the torture, if they did not irn- 
mediately declare where their mafter lay concealed. The 
faithful uaves, without betraying the lead fear, anfwered 
with great conftancy and refoiution, that they knew not 
where he was. At length a young man, named Philold*- 
gus (Z), who had been Have to Quintus, and afterwards 
cnfranchifcd by him, and inftruftedT>y Cicero in the liberal 
arts and fcienccs with all the tendernefs of a father, dif- 
covered to the tribune, that Cicero’s domedics were then 
carrying him in a litter through the clofe and Ihady walks 


(Z) Plutarch feems to que- 
what feme authors have 
jiyrictep of the treachery of Phi*. 
lokigUB s at lead he tells' u$, 
that this circmndance was un- 
known to Tiro, Cicero’s eman- 
pipdt^ who^ published an 


Plutarch’s time was in great re-' 
qued, but has not reached ours. 
Appian tells us, that Cicero 
was betrayed and difi:overed by 
one, Cyriilus, who had formerly 
ferved Clodius, his mortal ene- 
^ ■ 
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to tbcfea-fidc. Upon this infoymatton P^iiiusi with fomc 
of his attendants, haftened to the place where he was to 
come ont, while Herennius with the reft followed the Utter 
through the narrow paths. As foon as Cic«o perceived 
Herennius, he commanded his fervants to let down his 
fitter, and ftroking, according to his cuftom^ his beard 
with his left hand, he put out his head, and looked at the 
aflaflins with great intrepidity. This conftancy, which they 
did not expect from hint) his face disfigured and emaciated 
with cares and troubles, his hair and beard in diforder, fo 
afFeded the foldiers who attended Herennius, that they co- 
vered their eyes with their hands, while he cut off his head, 
and, purfuant to Antony’s direftions, his right hand, with 
which he had writtetpehe Philippics. With thofe trophies 
of their cruelty, Herennius and Popilius returned to Rom^ 
and laid them before Antony, while he was holding an a(- 
fembly of the people for the cle£iion of new magiftrates* 
The tyrant no fooncr beheld them, than he cried out in a 
tranfpopt of joy, ‘‘ Now let there be an end of all our pro- 
feriptions : live, Romans, live in fafety ; you have nothing 
more to fear.’’ He took the bead in his band, and gazed 
on it a long time with great fiitisfaftion, fmiling at a fight 
which drew tears from all who were prefont. After 
he had fatiated his cruel and revengeful temper with fo 
difmal a fpeftacle, he font the bead of the orator to htis 
wife Fulvia, who was even more cruel than the triumvir, 
and bad borne an implacable hatred to Cicero ever fincc 
the time of her firft huiband P. Clodius, who was llain by 
Milo. 

This inhuman monftcr, after having info] ted the poor 
remains of her enemy with the moft injurious reproaches, 
took the head in her lap; and, drawing out the tongue 
which had utteted many bitter inve£tives againft both her 
hufoands, pierced it feveral times with a golden bodkin, 
which (he wore in her hair. When fhe had thus fatiated 
her impotent rage, Antony ordered both the head and the 
hand to be fixed on the roftra, where Rome could not, 
without horror, behold the remains of a man who had fo 
often triumphed in that very place by the force and charms 
of his eloquence Tlius fell the greateft orator Italy, or 
perhaps any other country, ever produced. He waa nti- 
doubtedly a fiiicere lover of his coitittry, which hjC fiad 
forved, and even faved from dcftTu£fion j but his patribtiftn 
was on fome occafions rendered ineffbaual by his pufillahi- 

« W In Suafpr. Orat- 7-^ 
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mitf i and hU trlrtii^ werc^ with fome other .de« 

fc£ts, which have thrown a lhadc u|ion his reputaiioo. 

He was vain to a degree of ehUdifenefs j and from his pri- 
vate letters it appears^ that he was not free" from abjeiV 
flattery, fclfifli views, and double dealing. 

In the midft of all the flaughtcr which defolated Rome, 

Lepidtis refolved to triumph, on account of fonae inconfi- triumpk. 
dcraljde advantages he had formerly gained over the revolted 
Spaniards. The decree, impowering him to enjoy this ho- 
nour, was iflued by himfclf with the confent and approba- 
tion of his two colleagues, and began thus : ‘‘ To all thofo 
who (hall honour our triumph with facrifices, feaftings, 
and other demonftrations of joy, health and good fortune 1 
but to others mifery and profcriptiorijg This decree drew 
greater crowds to his triumph than had ever been feen on 
the Uke occafion : be was attended by all the nobility of 
Rome, who ftrove to outvie each other in offering facrifices 
for the fafety of Lepidus and his colleagues, and in feaft- 
ing their friends and the friends of the triumvirs. L. 

Munatius Piancus was likewife decreed a triumph for fome 
exploit he bad performed in Gaul “ (A). 

The triumvirs having Ihed the blood (B) of fo many il- n, crutfy 
luftrious citizens, began to think of raifing the ncceffary and 
fums for carrying on the war againft Brutus and CaffiuSr 
They feized on the eftates of the proferibed, defrauding 

« Vide Grut. Infcript. p. *97. & Appiaa. lib. iv. p. 607, 

(A) As it was cuflomaryfor (B) Nothing fo flrongly 
the foldiers to ling during the proves the fuperior magnatii- 
triumphal proccffiqn, fatirical mity of Julius Oefar, as his 
vcrfcs on the vidtorious gene- difetaining to glut his refent-* 
rals, the followin|j were often ment wkh blood, and to con- 
repeated. on this occafion j fu4 his own perlbnal fatety by 
“ De Germanis, non de Gallis fuch infamous and inhuman 
duo triumphant confulcs.'^ The profcriptioDS which had been 
Latin word Oermani fignifies pra( 51 ifed by Marius and Sylla, 
equally Iretbers^ and tht inha^ even with more defolation and 
htanti of Germany ; fo that the brutality than appeared upon 
yerfeft might be underfleod as this fccond octafion. Caem’s 
importing, either that the dc- clemency probably occafioned 
“P^^nfule triumphed over his death ; and in all probability 
the Germans, or over their bro- this confideradon, co-operat« 
fot they h^ both pro- ing i^itb private revenge:, gave 
caie^: the proleription of their, birth to the profcription of the 
protbers, or at leafl confented triumrirs. 
toit(i). 

yf^;E;ftttzeol^ 4 ib, ii, cap, tf 
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tlie widcws and orphans of thnk lrrght of inheritance an4 
fucccffion. they burdened the people with grievous taxes, 
fcized ali the gold and filvcr, whether in plate or fpecic, 
they could lay their hands on, and took away by force im- 
menfe fums, belonging both to ftrangers and citizens of 
Rome, which had been depofited in the hands of the Vcftal 
virgins. But all thefe expedients proving infufficient to 
make up the fum of two hundred thoufand talents, which 
they judged neceflaiy to defray the charts of the war, 
Ro- jj-ew up a lift: of fourteen hundred of the richeft ladies 

mothers, daughters, relations, or allied to fuch 
men taxei . they had proferibed, and taxed them all equally, 

and at an extravagant rate. In this emergency the ladies, 
after having had recoClfe in vain to the female relations of 
the triumvirs, agreed to go in a body, and plead their 
caiife at the tribunal of thofe magiftrates, while they were 
adminiftering juftice in the forum. Having made their 
triumvirs^ way through the crowd, and the numerous guards attend- 
ing the tyrants, they demanded audience. The triumvirs, 
alarmed at fuch an unufual fight, ordered their guards to 
difperfe them ; but one of them was at length permitted 
to fpeak ; and the perfon the ftippliants chofe for this pur- 
pofe was Hortenfia, the daughter of the celebrated orator 
Hortenfnis. She did not difgrace the charafter of her fa- 
ther j but on the contrary pronounced a noble remon-^ 
ft: ranee, replete with energy and fpirit. The triumvirs, 
provoked at the boldncfs of her fpeech, and fcariiig it ifiight 
occafioD fome fudden tumult, ordered their li^lors to drive 
away fuch troublefome fuj^pliants ; but the people crying 
out againft fuch violence, they adjourned the affair to the 
next day, when, to appeafe the multitude, who had openly 
efpaufed the caufe of the women, they reduced their num- 
ber from one thoufand four hundred to four hundred ; but 
at the lame time taxed above a hundred thoufand men, as 
well ftrangers as citizens, without exempting the priefts, 
obliging them to pay immediately the fifl;ieth part of their 
efUtes, and a whole yearns revenue 
And now the triumvirs, having caufed about three hun- 
dred fenators, and two thoufand knights to be inhumanly 
maftacred, and raifed by a thoufand extortions the necefi'ary 
<rA caftern expedition, affemblcd at laft the few 

‘I’fy bad left alive, and entering the fcnate-bdwft, 
jtianud. ®^clared, that the profeription was at j|n end. Lepidus, 
endeavoured to juffifjr theif paft proceedings, and aifured 
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thc 'ConfcriptratliiirJi that for the future h^ at fcaft flioiild 
giv6 ^hem nb occ^Hion of complaint (B). 

Aflter this M^elcome declaration, the triunrrirs appointed, The trium* 
of their 0 ^ 1 ^ authority, without fb much as aflembling the 
people/ the confuls for the enfuing year. Thefe were M. 

^miHus Lepidus the triumvir, and Lucius Munatius Plan- 

cus. , As Antony and O^avianus were wholly intent on j^ry^wr/i# 

their grand expedition into the Eaft againft Brutus and Caf- ytars^ 

{ius, they named, in concert with Lepidus, corifuls, pnetors, 
and techies, for feveral enfuing years, choofing for thofe 
great olHccs fuch perfons as they all approved of, and tJould 
rely oh. This precaution feemed ncceffary, to prevent the 
people from raifing to thefe dignities, during their abfence, 
men ill-affedled to the triumvirate. •jl^Vhcn they had thus 
fettled matters in the city, Antony and Odfavianus divided 
both the money and troops ; and then fet out* the former 
for Brundufium, and the latter for Rhegium, where the 
fleets appointed to tranfport them into the Levant were 
ready to take the forces on board* and put to fea with the 
firft favourable wind. Before we relate the great events 
which determined the fate of the republic, we fhall give a 
iucclhfl account- of what pafled4n the Eaft, from the re- 
duftion of Laodicea by CaiGus* to the arrival of Antpny 
and 0£lavianu8 in Macedon. 

Caftius, having made himfelf mafter ofall Syria, rcfolved CaJItns rr- 
next to invade Egypt ; for Cleopatra had not only declared 
for the triumvirs, but was ready to join them with a power- 
ful fleet : but, as he was on his march, he was recalled by \frecallei 
Brutus, who, by repeated letters, prefled him to come and ^ Brutus*, 
join him againft the triumvirs, who were making a dread- 
ful havoefc of their friends in Italy, and aflcrabling forces 
with a defign to pafs into Macedon. As Caftius had a great 
efteem and veneration for Brutus, he dropped his enter- 
prize upon Egypt; and committing the government of Sy- 
ria to his brother’s fon with one legion,- he departed with 
all the reft to meet his colleague. On his march he de- 
tached a body of horfe into Cappadocia, with orders to 
put king Ariobarzanes to death, upon an information that 
he had confpired againft him, and kept up a private cor- 
refpondence with his enemies. His ^orders were put in 

(B) But 0<ftavlanus openly the fatal decree which doomed 
declared, That he ftill referved fa many citizens to die, yet he 
to hitnfelf the liberty bf punifli- was the moft cruel and inexora- 
ij’g the guilty^^ And indeed ble of the three in the exccu- 
Suetonius tells us, that though tion of it. 
he was at firft unwilling to %a 


execution, 
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execution, and, after the kin^s death, great films raifed on 
his fubjeds, who were looked upon bf CalEus as difaffedted 
to the republican party. As he paffed by Tarfus, he /emit- 
ted the reft of the heavy tax, which he had formerly laid 
on the inhabitants for fiding with Dolabella, ^d refufing 
to fupply with provifions the troops which Tullius Cimber, 
one of the confpirators, was leading into Syria. This con-- 
dutSl of the Tarfenfes, after they had entered into an alliance 
with Cafllus, and even prefented him with a crown of gold, 
fo provoked the republican general, that he condemned 
them to pay fifteen hundred talents; for the raifing of 
which fum, they firft fold the lands belonging to the public, 
and the ornaments of their temples, afterwards their chil- 
dren of both fexes, at laft their women and old m'en. 
As the money accruing from thefe fales did not amount to 
the fum of fifteen hundred talents, they were at laft forced 
to fell fome of their young men, who were fit to bear arms.^ 
but the unhappy peifons,. preferring death to flavery, dc* 
ftroyed thcnifelves. Caflius, either touched with their mi- 
fery,. or aftiamed of his own oppreffion, forgave them the 
reft of the payment, and exempted them from all tributes 
for the future. From Tarfus he purfued his march into 
Afia, to join Brutus 

That general, being matter of all Greece, Macedon, and 
lllyricum, had refolved to invade Afia with the greater part 
of his army, and was already on his march, when news 
were brought him, that Caius Antonius, whom he had 
taken prifoner, had raifed a fedidon among the troops that 
were left in Macedon. In confequence of this intelligence, 
be returned, quelled the tumult, and having clofely con- 
fined Caius in the city of Apollonia, purfued his march, 
and pafled over into Afia, where he was joined by all the 
princes of that country, and among the reft by Deiotarus, 

. king or retrarch pf Galatia, though he had refufed to aflift 
Caflius. While Brutus was in Afia, Caius Antonius, hav- 
ing found means, even in his confinement, to corrupt many 
of his foldiers, attempted to make his efcape ; but the plot 
Antonius was more clofely confined, and 
the guilty foldiers forced to take refuge on a neighbouring 
hili, where they feemed determined to defend themfelves, 
h^rdlhips than fubmit to the will 
of their officers. Caius Clodius, to whoft cuftody Brutus 
had comrnmed the feditious prifoner, fearing he might 
raile new difturbances, and at length make his efcape, put 

m. Svii.’" P- P* ®75* JMo, 
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him to death \ but whether of his own authority, or by Cains An* 
Brutus’s orders, is uncertain (C). 

Brutus, appreheniive that the death of Antonius might 
occafion infurredlions in Macedon, left Afia, and haftily 
repaired thither. On his arrival, he put himfelf at the 
head of a legion, and marched againft the mutineers, whom 
he foon forced to fue for mercy. His officers preffed him Tftegreat 
topunifli at leaft a fmall number of the mutineers, in order V' 

to deter others from the like prad^ices. The general feemed "''*^*^* 
to yield to their importunity ; and having ordered a galley 
to be got ready, caufed the ringleaders of the late tumult 
to be put on board of it, as if he intended to have them 
thrown into the fea, and drowned; but in the mean time, 
he gave private orders to the commijider of the galley to 
convey them to fonie place of fafety 

Brutus, having thus quieted all difturbances In Macedon, Brains sma 
returned to Afia, and advanced in all halle to Smyrna, CaJ^s 
where he had appointed to meet Caflius. Without all at 
doubt the interview was tender and intereffing. They w'‘ere 
not only intimate friends, embarked in the fame important 
concern, but their union was corroborated by the ties of 
alliance; for Caffius had married Julia, the filter of Brutus. 

This meeting could not but be doubly agreeable to both, 
when they compared their prefent flourifhing circumftances 
with the poor forlorn condition in which they had quitted 
Italy. In the courfe of their deliberations, Brutus propofed 
that all their forces ihould be tranfported into Macedonia 
and Theffaly, to make bead againft the triumvirs, who 
would in all probability land their army in one of thofe 
countries : but Caffius was of opinion, that they ihould firft 
reduce the Rhodiaps and Lycians, that they might not leave 
two fuch formidable maritime powers, unfubdued, behind 
them ; for both thofe nations had refufed to pay them any 
contributions, or to take any part in the war, under pre- 
tence of maintaining a ftri6f neutrality, though it was well 
known that they had ferit fuccours fecretly to the triumvirs. 

Brutus readily came into the opinion of Caffius, who was Bifalutisnt 
deemed an officer of great experience. It was therefore taUn at 
agreed, that Brutus ihould march againft the Lycians, and tktir in^ 
Caffius fail with his fleet againft the Rhodians ; out as Bru- 

; Y Dio, Appian, ibid. 

(C) Thus Dio Caflius. But tonius ; and adds, that, on this 
Plutarch tells us, that Brutus account, Antony, having after- 
no iboner heard the news of Ci- wards taken Hortenfius in the 
cero’s death, than he fent orders battle of Philippi, flew him on 
to Hortenfius to kill Caius An* his brother's 
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T ,*‘c if^to Sh“hSi theSSf Se£ he had 

SflShrAfia^ This demand was refented by the friends 

rSu? who endeavoured to difluade him from comply- 
of Caffius. who enoe ^ it was not 

i„g with the lulUequeu^.^^ he had faved with fo much 

SnLnv, or got wkh fo much envy, ftould be difpofcd 
of to enrich Brutus’s foldiers, and to make him popular. 
But Cafhus was prevailed upon to give him a third part of 
the trealurc he had amafled by every fpecies of «tortion 
The Rhodians, in order to avert the impending ftorm, 
fent ambaffadors to Caflius, to difluade him from com- 
mencing hoftilities againit a nation, which, though very 
powerful at fea, wasj^iUing to obferve the mott l^rupuloi^ 
Neutrality during the'^prefent difputes. But he plainly told 
them they had nothing to expea but war and invafion, un- 
lefs they would efpoufc his caufe, and join him immedi- 
ately widi their fleet. They fent a fecond embafly m the 
perfon of Arehelaus, who had been his mafter when he flu- 
died at Rhodes, and now conjured him by their ancient 
friendfhip to fpare his country but Caffius remained deaf 
to all his remonftrances, and the Rhodians, thus repulfed, 
began to make preparations for war. ' 

They fent their admirals, Alexander and Mnafeas, to fea 
with a fleet of three and thirty fhips of war. which falling 
in with the fquadron of Cauius commanded by Statius 
Murcus, off Cnidos, a battle enfued, and was long, main- 
tained with equal valour on both fides j but at length the 
Rhodians were wotfled, and obliged to retire with conli- 
derable lofs. Caflius, who beheld the difpute from a neigh- 
bouring mountain, immediately embarked his forces at Lo- 
ryma, a maritime town of Caria, oppofite to the ifland of 
Rhodes, where his army landing, fortified thcmfelves, while 
he, with a fleet of eighty (hips of war, blocked up the city 
by fea. The Rhodians hazarded a naval engagement 
more ; but being defeated again, their city was invefted 
and taken, after a (hort but vigorous refiftance. 

On this occafion, Caflius indulged his natural difpofition, 
which was equally cruel and lapacious. The inhabitants, 
feeing him mailer of the place, flocked to him from all 
quarters, calling him their king and mafter ; but Caflius^ 
abhorring thofe titles, I am neither your king nor mafter^ 
(faid he), but the deftroycr of a tyrant, who would have 
'^cen your king and mafter.’’ He then caufed a tribunal to 
b6 raifed in the market-place, and feating himfelf on it> 

* Plut. in Bruta Appian. lib. iv. p. 6z6. Pio, Mb, xlvii, p* 34^* 



WifK t fpejkr pUnted Seibrfc cdrtitoiifiidtd fifty of th^ Caffius 
citi^n* to bt put to dea»h In his prefcnofi. He condemned ^eatj the 
twenty^ve to perp^al exile 5 he. plundered all the tem^ Rhodians 
pies $ commanded individuals to bring him all their goid> 
filver) and valuable eflfefts, caufing thofe to die by the 
hand of the common executioner who were convicted of 
having fccreted any part of their wealth ; encouraging in- 
formers with rewards, and Offering liberty to thofe Saves 
who fhould, in this inftance,l)etray their mailers. By thefe 
infamous means he raifed, over and above the plunder of 
the temples, the fum of eight thoufand talents, at the ex- 
pence of private citizens. Having thus reduced and pil- 
laged the city of Rhodes, he returned to the continent^ 
leaving Lucius* Varus with a ftrong^rrifon on the ifland, 
to cxadl a fine of five hundred talents more. On the con*^ 
tinent he was informed, that Cleopatra had left Egypt, and 
failed with a numerous fleet to join Antony and Odavia- 
nus. Upon this intelligence, he fent Statius Murcus with 
fixty (hips of war, and a legion on board, to cruife off the 
coaft of Peloponnefus, with orders to pillage that rich coun- 
try, and keep near the promontory of TWnarus, in hopes 
ot meeting with Cleopatra^s fleet ; but her navy was dif- Cleopatra's 
perfed by a violent ftorm, and moft of her (hips were dafhed Mi 
to pieces on the coaft of Africa \ which misfortune obliged 
her to return home, and lay afidefor the prefent all thoughts 
of afllfting the triumvirs. Caffius, having now no enemies 
behind him, began his march to rejoin Brutus, obliging all 
the provinces of Afia, as he pafled through them, to pay, 
without the lead abatement, ten years taxes. 

While Caflius was thus employed againft the Rhodians, 

Brutus carried the war into Lycia, agreeable to the feheme 
concerted between him and his colleague. Before he be- 
gan hoftilities, he fent to the Lycians, to demand a fupply 
of men and money, which was refufed ; at the fame time, 
they took meafures for fecuring their frontiers j but their 
detachments being driven from their pofts, he entered their 
dominions with his army, reduced all tbeir towns and open 
villages ; and finally invefted their capital Xanthus, which 
was^ reckoned one of the ftrongeft cities of Afia. The in- 
habitants were as great enthufialts for liberty as Brutus bim- 
felf ot any of his confederates ; but it docs not appear that 
the deftroyer of tyrants paid them any regard on this ac- 
count: on th^ contrary, he refolved to reduce them to fla- 
and they determined to maintain their independ- 
ency to the laft extremity. In a word, Brutus carried 
on his^ op(^t|ont vrith gre^t vigour j v and the Xantbi- 
ans detended themlclvti with the iMft oMUaiue valour. 
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finding, liowever, that all their Ikill and bfaverv 
fMfficient to proted them againft the effefls of the Roman 
machines, which had made feveral breaches in their walls, 
they endeavoured by various means to efcape llavery. Some 
attempted to fave themfelves by diving u^der water ; but 
thcfe unhappy wretches were caught in nets fpread for the 
purpofe. They had recourfe to a general fally, hoping to 
make their way through the bcfiegers, and cfcape to the 
mountains; but the humane Brutus, fufpeding their defign^ 
laid an ambudi for thofe miferable people, who were llaugli- 
tered without mercy. Thus driven to defpair, the Xanthi- 
ans had nothing farther in view than to fell their lives as dear 
as podible to the Romans. They repeated their fallies; and 
fet fire to the enginii(» of the enemy. In one of their re- 
treats, a body of two thoufand Romans entered with them 
pell-mell ; and muft have periflied had not a company of 
Oenoandes, in the fervice of Brutus, found means, by climb-^ 
ing a deep rock, to get into the city, and open a poftern by 
which the Roman army was admitted. Their introduc- 
tion was facilitated by a conflagration produced from fomc 
fparks blown by a high wind from the machines which had 
been fet on fire. In this emergency Brutus, fearing the 
whole city might be deftroyed, ordered his foldiers to lay 
afide all thoughts of revenge, and affift the inhabitants in 
quenching the fire ; but the Xanthians, feized with a kind 
rate refolu- frenfy, to drive away the foldiers who came to their af- 
^anthiam. nay, they themfelves, gathering together reeds^ 

‘ wood, and other corabuftible matter, fpread the fire over 
the whole city. Brutus, feeing the flame blaze out in a 
moft frightful manner, and extremely defirous of favingthe 
place, mounted his horfe, and riding round the walls, 
ftretched forth his hand to the inhabitants, begging of them 
that they would fpare their own lives and fave the town (D). 
But his entreaties were not regarded ; the Xanthians were 
immovcably dlitermined not to outlive the lofs of their li- 
berty. 

Inftaneet Some of them killed their wives, their children, and their 

flames. Not only the men, 
women, an4 even the children, ran, like wild beafts, 
thianst enemy’s fwords, or threw themfelves headlong frpm 

the top of the walls. Some children were feen oflering 
their throats, or opening their breafts to their fathers’ fwords, 
and begging they would take away that life which they had 
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gitrch* Wtieni the city wa« alit^oft wholly reduced to afhej^ 
a woman waa founds who had hanged herfeif^ with her 
yoang child faftened to her nCck^ and the torch in her hand^ 
with which Che bad fet fire to her own houfe. When this 
was related to Brutus, he is fatd to have burd into tears, 
and proclaimed a reward to any-foldier who (houid fave a 
Xanthian t but, with all his care, he could only prefCrve , 
one hundred and fifty, and thofe much ^gainil their inclU ^ 
nation , 

From Xaiitl^us Brutus led his army againd Patara, an- Brutus 
other city of Lycia ; but knowing that cruelty and opprcf* 
fion were bad recommendations of a man who prodded ^ 

himfelf the patron of liberty, he fent. deputies, defiring the by gentig 
inhabitants would fubmit, without c^iging him to treat ssuthois ; 
them as he had treated the Xa^thians. They anfwered, 
that they chofe to die like brave men, rather than purchafe 
life at the expence of liberty. Then the Roman general 
tried to intimidate them into fubmifBon by caufing the mi- 
ferable remains of the Xanthians to be fold as daves under 
their walls. But this expedient ferved only to render them 
more obdinately determined to preferve themfelves free to 
the lad extremity. 

Accident, however, performed what all his rcmondrances 
could not effect : one of his parties, in fcouring the coun- 
try, happened to meet fome of the chief women of Patara, 
whom they took prifoners, and carried to Brutus, who im* 
mediately difmifled them without ranfom, Thefe return-* 
inginto the city, and extolling the clemency, judice, and 
temperance of Brutus, prevailed upon their huibands and 
relations, who were all leading men, to fubmit, and deli- 
ver the city into his hands (E). 

Brutus, having reduced all Lycia, left that country, and 
entered Ionia, where he found the rhetorician Theodotus, 
who had been the counfellor and caufe of Pompey's death. 

This infamous mifereant had fled from £gy|i§^n the arri- 
/al of Caefar at Alexandria, and, fince that time, wandered 
ibout in Afia from town to town, hated and abhorred by 
^11 men. Brutus no fooncr knew he was in Ionia, than he 

* Plut in Bruto. Ap^ian^ lib. iv. p, * 6 ^ 5 . 

(E) Plutarch tells us, that Rhodians# Appian writes, that 

Roman general exa6ied only Brutus, after the example of 
hundted and fifty talents of Caffius, Ordered the Patarenfes, 

\e whole nation; ^ very incon- on pain of death, to bring him 
derable fum, if compared with all their gold and filver, pro- 
tat of eight thoufand talents, mifing rewards to fuch as fhouhl 
hkh Ca®tti extort from the difeover aiy hidden tieafures# 
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•reatiy applauded by every bPftett Homan, and all the 
IS of ifia, ^vh'o had a great veneratron for Ae memory 
of Poraoev. From lorria,- Brutus marched into Lydia, and 
ftoLnla^ Sardis, the metrdpolis of_^hat country, waited 
Lrefol Caffius, who, after tlw reduaion of Rhodes, was, 
by aercement, to rejoin him m the neighbourhood of that 
cky. When Caffius approached, Brutus went forth to re- 
ceive him 5 and their meeting was celebrated by the loud 
fhouts and acclamations of their armiM, who faluted them 
both with the title of imperator. After mutual compli- 
ments and congrattolations. they r^rtited to a private apart- 
ment, in order to £»tle fome differences wh^ arifen 
betwixt them, from motives of jealoufy and diftruft. Cer- 
tain it is. they difputed with great warmth, reproaching and 
accufmg each other with the moft acrimonious expreffions. 
and at laft burffmg out into tears. 1 heir fnends, who flood 
without, hearing them fo loud and angry, began to be 
afraid their quarrel would be attended with dangerous con- 
fequences ; but they durft not interrupt them, hwing bech 
forbid to enter the room. Notwithflanding this prohibi- 
tion, M. Favonius, who valued himfelf more upon a cyni- 
cal liberty of fpeaking what he pleafed, than upon the dig- 
nity of a fenatoT, breaking through the attendants, entered 
the room, and, without knowing the fubjcct of the depute, 
pronounced with a theatrical tone, a verfe which Homer 
puts in the mouth of Neftor, fignifying, « Be rul^ } for I 
am elder than you both.” .Caffius laughed at his bafibonery •, 
but Brutus, ofended at his intruCion, thruft him out, call- 
ing him a dog, in allufion to his feft, and a counterfeit phi^ 
lofopher. This incident, however, put an end to the dif- 
putc} Caffius provided a fupper that night, and Brutus in- 
vited his fricjids to it. Favonius cam© in, and took the 
moft honourlife place, though Brutus told him, that he was 
not invited ; but, after all, he diverted the company ; and 
the entertainment was feafoned with many failles of wit 

and plcafantry ■ . . i . 

Next day Brutu^ upon the accufation of the inhabitants 
of Sardis, publicly condemned and branded with infamy Lu- 
cius Pella, who had been formerly cenfor, and ofwn em- 
ployed by Brutus himfelf in offices of truft» for having em- 
bezzled the public mdney. This fentene© offended C^OiiUS, 
who but a few days before had publicly ahlblvcd two of bis 
dwn friends,, and continued them hi their offices, though 
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aciinicd of the fame orintc. da4 ii€)4 o 6 iiee^ hia 

ments on thb head fr^m Brutiis» whom he chid for heiug 
too rigoroufly juft, when their intcreft ntquhred fomc re*» 
iaxation. In anfwcr to this reproach, Brutu# reminded him 
of the ides of March^ the day on which they had hii^d Cs&* 
fcr, who hhnfclf nether rexed nor oppreifed mankind, but . 
was the fupport of thofc who did. He defired him to con- 
fidcr, that if jtrftice could be ncglcftcd under any colour or 
pretence, it had been better to have fufFered the iiijuftke of 
Csefar’s friends, than to give impunity to their own j For 
then (faid ite) we could have been accufed of cowaidicc 
only ; whereas now, if wc connive at the injuftice of others, 
we make ourfelvcs liable to the fame suieuCacion, and ihare 
with them m the Milt 

The two rcpaWican generals, being now mafters of all 
the eaftern provinces, from Macedon to the Euphrates, after 
feveral oonfultations, refolvcd to march frOm Sardis to 
Abydus, and croffing the Hellefpont, advance into Maccdon 
againft Antony and O^favianns, who> notwithftanding the Jnto^ oMd 
oppofition they had met with from Statius Murcus, had 
tranfported their troops, without the iols of one fingleftiip, 
to Dyrrachium. From thes^ they detached Decidius Saxa, Macedon. 
and Caius Norbanus, with ISght legionSt to ,£cizc on the 
ftreights leading from Thrace into Macedon, in order to pre- 
vent Brutus and Caffius ravaging the country, before they 
had filled their magazines. Brutus and Caffius, upon the 
firft intelligence of thefc modons^ left Sardis, and marcl^d 
rapidly to Abydus, where they had appointed the Lycian 
fleet to meet them, and tranfport their forces from Afia in- 
to Europe. It was on this march that Brutus is reported 
to have fecn a ghoft or fpeflre in his tent. 

Plutarch tclU us, that as be fat alone mufing in his tent Sfoty of an 
at midnight, with a dim light burning before him, he heard, apparition, 
on a fi^den, an unufual noife at the door, which flew open. 

Brutus, caftir^ his eye towards the place vc^nce the noife 
came, faw a terrible and ftrange figure comi^ towards him 
without ^peaking} but he undauntedly addrefled the fpedlrc, 
a&ing ic, ** What art thou ? a god, or a man ? or upon 
what liidine& doft thou come to us I am (faid the 
ghoft) thy evil genius, Brutus 5 thou lhalt fee me again near 
Philippi/' " Bratus, without betraying the leaft fear, an- 
fwered boldly, “ Weil, I will fee thee there upon which 
r(yly the apparition vanifhed. Brutus immediately called 
his lervtntii who declared, they had jseither feen nor heard 
any thing* "He tonemued watching the reft of the night, 

. ^ ffut* in Broip^ 
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and as foon as it was day, went to give an account of this 
ftrange event to CaiEus, who juftly aferibed the yifion to 
a perturbation of mind, occafioned by long watching and 
anxiety. He then accounted phyfically for the apparition 
from the Epicurean philofophy, to which he adhered. 

Both generals purfued their inarch to Abydtis, and croiT* 
ing the Hcllcfpont, took their route through Thrace, with 
a defign to diflodge Saxa and Norbanus,^ who had feized 
the pafTes between that country and Maccdon (F). Upon 
their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Rhafeupolis, a 
petty king of that country, who, at the head of three thou- 
fand horife, condudled them, through private roads, to the 
place where the two generals of the triumvirs were encamp- 
ed with eight legion^/ There Brutus and CaiEus thought 
it advifeable, before they attempted to force thepafles which 
were guarded by fuch a numerous body of the enemy, to 
review their forces, offer a facrifice for the fuccefs of their 
arms, and remind their foldicrs of the juftice of the caufe in 
which they were engaged. Both armies paficd in review 
before the two generals, and were found to conhft of eighty 
thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand borfe, including Ror 
mans and auxiliaries. A facriEcc was then offered with 
the utmofl folcmnity,and innplierablc vi£fims were killed. 
When this ceremony was over, the two generals appeared 
on a tribunal ere^fed for the purpofe, having on their right 
hand the Roman fenators and magiftrates of their party, 
and on the left the foreign kings and princes who had joined 
them. CafBus took upon him to harangue. After having 
enlarged on the juftice of their caufe, the unheard-of cruel- 
ties committed by the triumvirs in Italy, and the miferablc 
condition to which Rome was reduced, be concluded with, 
informing them, that Brutus and be had agreed to give 
immediately two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each 
foldier, five thoufand to each centurion, and double that 
fum to each tribune. This intimation could not but be 
agreeable to the army 5 nothing was heard but (bouts of 
joy and loud acclamations, the foldicrs and officers ftriving 
to outdo each other in proteftations of fidelity, and i^n inviol- 
able attachment to the intereftof their leaalm^' mo- 
ney was immediately diftributed, and befide$',:nf509l8icra^ 
preients were made to the officers and commahfdK^ of the 
foreign troops ; fo that the whole atmy marched With great 


(F) Plutarch tells us, that, on 
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alacrky towards the plain of Oricum, which was bounded 
towards Macedon by the ftraits wc have mentioned before* 
Norbanus, upon the fir ft notice of the cnemy^s march, dif- 
patched an exprefs to Decidias, who guarded the coaft of the 
Idelaicgulf, intreating that officer to join him immediately. 

The two bodies, thus united, pofted themfclves fo advan- 
tageouily in the narrow pafies, that it fetmed impoffible to 
diflodge them. 

Brutu^eing thus anticipated, confulted with Rhafeupo- 
lis, who being well acquainted with that country, told him 
there was another pafiage over the mountains ; but that 
they could not go that way in Jefs than three days, and bc- 
fides, would meet with no water during their march ; but 
if they could take water with them, engaged to conduct 
them the fourth day to the river Arpeflus, which was but 
one day’s march from the city of Philippi, by ways unknown 
even to the wild beafts. This expedient was adoptqfl ; the git , 
foldiers provided themfelves with water ; and the generals iht 
trufting entirely to the condufb of Rhafeupolis, began their 
march, Bibulus, fon-in-law to Brutus, marchii^ with the 
Thracian prince in the van, and Brutus and Caffius bring- \ 

ing up the rear. The hardfliips they underwent on their 
route can hardly be exprefled. The fouftb day they were 
ready to fall upon Rhafeupolis, fufpefting hitn of treachery^ 
when their fpies difeovering the river, teftified their joy to 
the harafied troops with loud ftiouts, which were aniwered 
by the whole army, and heard even in the camp of Nor** 
banus and Saxa, who thereupon abandoned their poft, and ,who ahan- 
retired precipitately to Amphipolis, that they might not be don that 
furroundecl. At the fame time they difpalched an exprefs PHfi* 
to Antony and Odavianus, acquamting them, that the 
enemy had pafled the ftreights, and were advancing towards 
the frontiers of Macedon. In confequence of this intelli- 
gence Antony, to prevent the enemy from pplTeffing them- Antony ar^ 
ielvcsof Amphipolis on the Strymon, which the triumvirs rtytswitk^ 
defigned to make their plaocof arms, quitted the neighbour- 
hood of Dyrrachium, and, by long marches, reached Am- 
phipolis. His arrival was fo fudden, and his march fo ex- philippu 
peditious, that Brutus and Caffius could not believe he was 
come, till they faw his vanguard advancing into the plains 
^f Philippi In ^is plain, at a fmall diftance from the 
■ '>■ ■' * city, 

, (G) This city, fapious for fpeaking, to Thrace; but is 
the battle which was fought placed, by naoft jEjeogiapbers, 
here, and fortheepiftle which ,in Macedon. purfuam to the 
St. paullftefwarda wrote to its divifipn which obtained ever 
uihsbitahtSj belongcdf finc^ the time of Phffip the 

F 4 father 
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eityi'^s a rilit^rg^lid^ and there fimtus ehtreftched him^ 
while Cafhus took pofltf&on ol a poft equally advan^ 
tageous, about three miles from Brutus’s campi and nearer 
thi fea. They drew lines of communication from one camp 
to the other, and built aitrong wallf which covered the in*- 
terval between the entrenchments $ fo that they could not 
have wifhed for a more advantageous dtuation, having the 
plains of Philippi before them, the Strympn and a marfli qq 
their left, the ftreights of Topiris on their right, mud behind 
them the fea, by which means they could be ealily fupplied 
with all manner pf proviions from Afia and Sicily, wbkh 
ifland was in the hands of young Pompey 

Antony was informed at Amphipolis of the advantageous 
iituation of the cnemiy,*, but nevertnehefs, having left in that 
city one legion, under the command of Pinafius, he ad» 
vanced boldly into the plain, and encamped in fight c£ the 
republ^an generals ; but did not attempt any thing till the 
arrival of 0£)»vianus, who joined him ten days after, hav- 
ing been detained at Dyrrachium by a fit of ficknefs. The 
army ef Brutus and Cadius confified of lunetcen legions, 
and twenty thoufand horfe, and that of the triumvirs of the 
fame number of legions, but more conmletc, and thirteen 
thoufand borfe : fo that the forces of both parties were 
pretty equal ; but the troops of Brutus far excelled diofe of 
the^ triumvirs in the richnefs of their apparel and arms, 
which were for the mpfi: part adorned with gohl and filver. 

Antony lay encamped oppofite to GalTius, and Brutus 
^or-againft Odlavianus* The latter did nothing worth re- 
lating ; but Antony was continually harafiing the enemy, in 
order to draw them to a battle ; for the forces of the trium- 
virs began very foon to be diftrefled for want of provifions, 
having only Macedon and Thrace open to them, unce Pom- 
pey, Murcus, and Ahenobarbus had, with their fcveral 
ne^s, ^t off all communication with Africa, Spain, and 
Italy. On the other hand Brutus and C^fiius received daily 
fupplics from Afia and Sicily, taxiid had amafied great flore 
of nccelfiTies in the neighbouriirg city of Neapofis. and in 
t*e illand of Thafos, whence they w«w»conTeyed» without 
the leaft danger, to their refj^Qiee campe.- Antony, in- 
deed, attempted to. cut off ' their conutwnication with the 
ic?, by ^»rag a paffiige throagh tho titiarfe which lay be- 
twepiJthcm and the Ihore ; and completed thi» great and 

«Plut.«iBrnt. Appian.Bb.iy. p.48y. 

fatter of ;W«rflnde», who, andent bemdaiT of Maccdon, 
havmg reduced tte country fy- and the added 
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thi 

t>oU undertaking before the encm; bad nothx of bis defign 5 
but Caffiua no fooner faw» to ht^ great forpriae^caftles and 
turrets appearing among the reeds, than^ with iacredi^ 
]aboiir| be drew a linecrofe the mwsCk from his camp quite 
to the fea& and fortifying it with towers and caAles at pro? 
per diftancesj^ maintained, notwithftanding Antony’s utmoft 
e^rts, a free eonamunication with; the fea, and the cities 
on the coaft* In the mean time Thrace and Macedon being 
quite exbauiled, the numeroas trcx>ps of the tfiamrirawere 
daily in greater wasnt of nccei&ries, with which tliofecoun^ 
tries could no longer fopply them* This fcarcity made 
Antony extremely defirous of comii^ to a battle ; which 
the enemy, forint rery^reafon, carefully avoided. 

Had they continued in this refo|qtiQn, the triumvirs 
mull either have retreated to Dyrrachium, and from thence 
returned to Italy, or attempted to force the llrong intrencb- 
meats, which, in all probability, would have proved fatal 
to them ; but Brutus foon chan^ his opinion, and, in a 
council of war,' which coofifted of all the chief officers of 
the army, declared, that he was for putting the whole to 
the ifTue of a general engagement, that fo he might either 
icftore Rome to her former liberty, or elfe deliver from 
their mifery fo many nations, wh^ were harafled with the 
expencea, troublea, and dangers, of the war. Caffius, very 
unwilling to put all to the hazard of a battle, enlarged on 
the bad pofture of the enemy’s affiairs, on their Want of 
pravilions, and on the extremities to which they mull be 
foon reduced. Brqtas yielded to hisreafona, and both ge- 
nerals kept clofe in their intrench meats, dei^&ng the bra- 
vadoes of Antony, who advanced every day with his army 
in battalia to the very gates of their camp ; but in the mean 
time the undifeeming foldiery began to complain, and 
aferibe to cowardice the prudent meafurcs of their generals; 
they even defcrted in troops to the enemy, a circumftancc 
which, together with the advantages the ligbt-horfe of the 
republican generala bad gained in foveral ikirniifhes, in- 
clined Brutus again to venture an engagement. 

Caffius fttll oppofod this meafurei hut mofi of the officers, 
fearing a general defertion,^ changed their opinions to that 
of Brutus ^ fo that a general engagentent was agreed to by 
a great npijprity,: to which Cainus himfelf yielded at Jaft, 
after having folemnty declared, that he was ftill of a con- 
trary opinion. Before the council broke up, it was refolv- 
cd to give battle next day. Brutes that night invited his 
friends to an ^entertsunment, at which he appeared very 
cbearful, and full o£ hope, divehi^ his gudb with learned 
difeemrfes till he wem to reft* foiled pavatelv 
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with a few of his moft intimate friends, and, during the 
rcpaft, appeared thoughtful and filent, contrary to his tem- 
per and cuftom (H). 

Next morning by break of day a fcarict coat of armour, 
among the Romans the fignal or battle, was expofed on the 
tents of the two generals, who, while the troops were pre- 
paring to march out of their intrenchments, met in the 
What piff- middle fpace between the two camps. Caffius, defirous to 
id between know what Brutus intended to do, in cafe fortune fhould 
Ca/hojbe- their enemy, addrefled him, at their firft meeting, 

fere the * thus ; The gods grant, O Brutus, that we may now over- 
battU. come our enemies, and pafs the reft of our days together 
in repofe and profperity I but, fince the greateft of humar^ 
concerns are the moft* uncertain, and fince it will be very 
difficult for us to fee one another again, if the fuccefs of 
the battle (hould not anfwer our expe£tation, tell me, what 
are vou determined to do, to fave yourfelf by flight, or to 
die r Brutus anfwered, “When I was young, Caffius, and 
unfkilful in affairs, I condemned Cato for laying violent 
hands on himfelf, thinking it irreligious in itfelf, and un- 
worthy of a man, to quit the poft in which Providence 
has placed him, and not to take and bear patiently what- 
ever the gods are pleafed to fend him. But my prefent fitua- 
tion has made me alter my opinion ; fo that, if Providence 
fhall not difpofe what we now undertake according to our 
wifhes, 1 am rcfolved to make no farther attempts, nor 
preparations for war, but to die contented with my fortune j 
for I facrificed my life to the fervice of my country on the 
ides of March, in recompence for which I have ever fince 
lived with liberty and honour ^ At thefc Words Caffius fail- 
ed; and tenderly embracing him, “ With thefe noble fenti- 
m^ts (faid he), let us advance boldly againft the enemy 5 for 
either we mall ^nquer, or have no caufe to feai thofe who 
j explanation, they cohfulted with their 

Inends about the order of battle. Brutus defired of Caffius, 
that he might command the right wing 5 a requeft which 

^ Plutarch, in Bruto. Appian. P.65J, 655. Dio Jib. xlviL 
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iras readily granted hinii though it was thought a poft more 
fit for Camus, in rcfpe6t both of his age and experience : 
Caflius even placed MefTala in the fame wing^ at the 
head of his bell legions^ ordering him to alBft and fupport 
Brutus* 

The two generals, having drawn up their men in battalia, 
marched out of their intrenchments, and advanced in good 
order into the plain, where the army of the triumvirs wait- 
ed for them in battle-array. Antony commanded the right 
wing, and O^avianus condu6led the left *, but the latter 
withdrew juft before the charge was given, occafioned by a 
dream which his phy(ieian|Artorius,faad the preceding night. 
Brutus, before he began the charge, fent to all the com- 
manders tickets, with the parole, or\nord of battle, which', 
according to fome, was Liberty, according to others, Apollo; 
and rode through the ranks, exhorting his foldiers to be- 
have with their ufual bravery. They were fo animated by 
his fpeech, that few of them had patience to ftay for the 
word of command to charge 5 but, before it could be given, 
rulhed with loud Ihouts upon the enemy. This impctuoCty 
caufed great cqnfufion in the army, the legions being Mat- 
tered and feparated from one another. Meflala, at the head 
of his legions, inftead of attacking the enemy in front, took 
1 compafs about. Having put in diforder fome ranks in 
the rear of 06 lavianus, and killed a fmall number of bis 
men, he fell upon his camp, and, entering it fword in 
hand, made a dreadful havock. In particular, he put to 
the fword two thoufand Lacedaemouians, who were lately 
come to the affiftance of Odavianus. The foldiers pierced 
the litter in which 0£lavianus ufed to be carried on account 
of his indifpofition ; whence a repprt was fpread, and for 
fome time believed, that he was llain. In the mean time 
Brutus, charging thp enemy in front, eafily put them to 
flight, as they were in gres^ confternation at the lofs of 
their camp, cut three whole legions in pieces on the fpot, 
and purfued the fugitives with dreadful flaughtcr, the plain 
being, to a great diftance, ftrewed with dead bodies. Thus 
was the cnemy’^ left wing entirely defeated by the brave 
Brutus, who, as O^avianus was no-where to be found, 
bfiigan to believe, th^t the republic was delivered from the 
worft of her tyrants. He was confirmed in this belief by 
fome of his foldiers, who aflerted, that they had killed 
Oiftavianus, fhewed him their fwords all bloody, and de- 
fcribed his age and perfon Brutus took a great many of 
|hc enemy's enfigns, and three eagles. 

f Plul. in Bruto. Flor. Ub. iv. cap. 7. Vtll. Paterc. lib. il cap. 70. 
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by engaging too far in the purfuit, left the wing, 
which Caffius commanded, naked, and feparated from the 
reft of the army. Antony, who well knew how to take ad- 
raritage of this overfight, charged the enemy in front, and 
at- detached fome legions, Vith orders to 

feattdl and ciofs the marfti, and fall upon their ftank, which was left 
his camp Open arid unguarded. The firft fhock was terrible : An- 
takm. tony, according to fome writers, retired into the marfh, to 
avoid the fury of it, and did not again appear till the enemy 
began to give ground. Be that as it may, both parties fought 
with an unparalleled bravery and refolution. Antony’s 
troops, notwithftanding their utmoft eilbrts. Could make 
no impreflion upon Callius^s front; but in the mean time 
the detached legionsfV^iaving opened a paftage through the 
marfti, fell unexpeftedly upon his flank, and, after a long 
and vigorous refiftance, put them to the rout. The run- 
aways fled to their camp, whither the triamvir*s men pur- 
fued them, and, finding it weakly guarded, quickly made 
thcmfelves mafters of it. This difafter occafioned fo genera) 
a confternation in the reft of the army, who ftill maintain- 
ed their ground in the plain with great intrepidity, that 
firft the cavalry, and afterwards the foot, began to give 
way, and ily towards the fea. Caflius on this occafion did 
all that could be expelled from a man of courage. He re- 
turned feveral times to the charge, at the head of his 
guards, and the few men he could rally; and, fnatching 
an enfign out of the hand of the ftandard-bearer, who fled, 
carried it himfelf : but, being no longer able to keep to- 
gether even his praetorian band, or guards, he was forced 
to retire, with a fmali number of attendants, to a rifing- 
ground near the city of Philippi 

believing he had gained a complete vi6lory, waa 
reading back his troops, loaded with plunder, when, calling 
his eyes upon that of Caflius, he was furprifed, that he could 
not perceive any tents ftanding, not even the general’s, 
which ufed to appear, at a great diftance, above the reft. 
&ome who were about him, and had a more qmck anddif- 
cermng fight, acquainted him that they diftingui^cd a great 
many arms ftiining about his tent, and filvcr targets moving 
^>iought, eouM not belong to thoTe 
who had been left to guard the camp. On the other fide, 
there did not appear fo many dead bodks about the place, 
^ would ^vc been after the defeat of fo many legions. 
However, Brtifos, fu^aing Caffius's misfortune, left » 
tufficient guard in the enemf s camp, recalled his troops 


* Pint, in BrtitOk 
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from thcTpHrfait, ami marched with all poffible expedition 
to the relief of his colleague, who, from the top of the hill 
whither he had retired, difcovercd nothing, as he was 
fhort-fighted, except the deftru£lion of his camp, and even 
that in a confufed manner; but thofc.who were with him, 
acquainted him, that they faw a great body of horfe moving 
towards him- As Cadius knew nothing of the vidlory ana 
march of Brutus, he took them to be a party of the enemy 
fent in purfuit of him. However, he ordered out Titinius, 
one of his moft intimate friends, to get more certain intel- 
ligence. As foon as Brutus’s cavalry perceived him,thofe who 
were his more familiar acquaintance, fhouting for joy, and, 
alighting from their horfes, faluted and embraced him, 
while the reft, who knew him to ba>/jpe of Callius’s chief 
favourites, rode round him, as it were in triumph, alking 
him, “ What news of his general 

Cafllus, obferving this fcene,and believing the horfemen, 
who difmounted to embrace Titinius, had taken him pri- 
fOner, cried out, Alas ! to preferve the remains of a mi- 
ferable life, I have expofed my heft friend to be taken by 
the enemy before my face-” Having thus fpoken, he re- 
tired into a tent with Pindarus, one of his freedmen, whom 
he had referved for fuch an occafion ever fince the un- 
happy battle of Carrhae. We have no authentic account of 
what pafied there ; but Caffius’s head was found lying fevered 
from his body, and Pindarus never appeared afterwards : 
whence feme fufpe^fed he had killed his mafter without 
his command A few minutes after Caflius’s death, his 
attendants perceived who the horfemen were, and faw Ti- 
tinius, crowned with garlands in token of Brutus’s vidiory, 
haftening towards them with the cavalry ; but their joy was 
foon turned into the deepeft melancholy and affli&ion. 
Titinius efpecially was inconfolable, when he was informed 
of the unfortunate miftakc and death of his general. He 
burft into tears, and crying out, ** My long ftay has been 
the occafion of his death,” he drew his fword, and killed 
himfelf upon the body of his friend. Brutus, upon the 
firft advice of the defeat of Caftius, flew to his affiftance ; 
but was ignorant of his death till he came near his camp. 
Xhen, fhedding many tears over‘ his body, he called him 
the laft of the Romans. He caufed his body to be privately 
conveyed to the ifland of Thafus, left the celebrating of 
his funeral within the camp might difliearten the troops, 
and occafion great diforderi He then aflembled the fol- 

* Pint, in Brufo. Apptan. p. 655. ■ Veil. Patercul. lib. vii. cap. 

70. Pio, lib. xlvii, p. 354. Val. Max. lib. vi, cap. 8 . 
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diers of the deceafed general, comforted them, and to makd 
them amends for the Jofles they had fuflamcdj promifed to 
each man two thoufand drachmas- 

Caflius was generally efteemed one of thef beft com- 
manders of his age, and had given fignal proofs of an ex^ 
traordinary courage, and knowlege of the military art, in 
CralTus’s unhappy expedition againft the Parthians. It was 
commonly faid, as Plutarch informs us, “ that Brutus hated 
the tyrannical power, and Caffius only the tyrant,” on ac- 
count of a private grudge 5 but in all probability that was 
reinforced by the republican principles which he had avowed 
from his early youth. 

Brutus, now the foie commander of two numerous ar- 
mies, thought it a(hrj/(^«ble to withdraw his troops from the 
camp of 0 <^avianus, which he bad taken. Antony, like- 
wife, when informed of the total overthrow of his colleague, 
abandoned that of Caffius, which he did not think himfelf 
in a condition to defend againft the viftorious troops of 
Brutus ; fo that both armies returned to their former pofts- 

The triumvirs, not yet informed of the death of Caffius* 
were greatly diffieartened, having loft above fixteen thou« 
fand of their beft legionaries ; whereas, on the enemy’s 
fide, there were not ilain eight thoufand men, reckoning 
even the futlers and fervants of the army. Befides, provi- 
lions were become very fcarce in their camp j and they faw 
no poffible means of receiving new fupplies, either by fea 
or land. Thcfc melancholy refle£fions had almoft reduced 
them to defpair, when a fervant of Caffius, named Deme- 
trius, coming in the evening to Antony, gave him an ac- 
count of the tragical end of Caffius ; and, at the fame time, 
delivered to him the garment which he had taken from his 
mafter’s dead body, and his fword ftill bloody- Antony, 
overjoyed at the news, immediately imparted them to his 
colleague 5 and they both agreed to draw out their forces 
next morning by day-break, to try whether they could 
bring Brutus to a battle, before his men recovered them- 
felvcs from the terror and confternation which, they knew, 
the defeat and death of Caffius mull have occaHoned ; but 
Brutus, having his own camp filled with prifoners, who re- 
quired a numerous guard, .and finding that of Caffius, ip 
great diforder, kept clofe in bis entrenchments 

Antony and Od:avianus, finding they could not force Bru- 
tus to battle, were greatly at a lofs what meafures to take- 
All their dependence was on a fleet, which they expelled 
hourly from Italy, having on board great quantities of pro- 


*PIut. inBruto. Appian. p. 65^. Dion, p. 355. 
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tifioii) two legions of veterans, one of which was that of 
Mars, a praetorian cohort, and a confiderable body of ca-* 
valry • but while they were comforting tbemfelves with 
the hopes of the fpeedy arrival of this powerful fupply, 
news were brought them, that their fleet, under the com- ne tntm* 
mand of Cneius Domitius Calvinus, had been entirely de- 
feated, and moft of their fhips, with the foldiers on board, , 

cither funk, or taken, by Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus, 
and Lucius Statius Mureus, the two admirals of the adverfe 
party. Some of their fhips, indeed, found means to fave 
themfelves among the rocks of the Adriatic Sea ; but, be- 
ing there blocked up by the enemy, both the foldiers and 
mariners, after having confumed all their provifions, were 
forced by famine to feed upon the and tatikle of their 
fhips, which they boiled with the pitch and greafe they had 
prepared for careening their veflels. This vi£fory was 
gained on the fame day in which the battle of Philippi 
was fought i and the news of fo great an overthrow, 
which foon reached the triumvirs, fo difcouraged them, 
that they now began to look upon their affairs as quite 
defperate. 

As they were encamped in a low ground, furrounded nehad 
with marfhes, and a great quantity of rain, as ufually hap- fituatlon of 
pens in autumn, had fallen after the battle, which filled 
their tents with mire and water, diftempers began to reign 
in both armies, and daily carry off great numbers of men. 

On the other hand, Brutus had fufficient provifions to fup- 
port his army for a long time, was very advantageouily 
pofted, his camp being fecure from the injuries of the wea- 
ther, and inacceffible to the enemy j and, as he was abfo- 
lute mailer of the fea, he could receive whatever neceflaries 
he wanted from Afia, Africa, Sicily, and Spain. The tri- 
umvirs, finding themfelves in this defperate condition, left 
nothing unattempted which could provoke the foldiers of 
Brutus to mutiny againfl their general for declining an en- 
gagement. They drew out their troops day after day, and 
marched in battle-array up to the gates of the enemy’s 
camp ; but Brutus, who knew that their boldnefs proceeded 
from defpair, remained quiet, not doubting but he fliould 
fogn fee them moulder away, and, by a fhameful flight, 
abandon both Greece and Macedon to the mercy of his 
troops. The triumvirs, finding they could not bring Bru- 
tus to a battle, detached two legions to take pofleffion of a 
rifing-ground which Bratus had thought proper to aban- 
don after the late battle. About fix hundred paces from 
thence, towards the fea, they pofted ten legions, and two 

more 
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more at a ftriall diftancc" from thcin, with a iJcfign ctit 
off the communication between the enemy^s army and fleets. 

Brutus caufed feveral works to be carried on from his 
camp quite to the fhore, and by thefe means kept a free 
communic^ion with the fea ; but as feveral Ikirmifhcs hap- 
pened between the fpldiers of the oppofite parties, who co-^ 
vered their workmen, in which Brutus’s men had the ad- 
vantage, they were fo elated with this fuccefs, that they 
triiofys began to mutiny, and, aflembling in crouds, afle their ge- 
fhy^^ neral, “ What cowardice he had lately obferved in them, 
4fyma»d to they muft be thus, like prifoners, kept within their en- 
te led out trenchments, and not fuffered to make ufe of their arms, 
againfi the and exert that courage which had but a few days before 
enemy, jprov^d fo fatal to rllfc enemy who now infulted them.” 

Brutus endeavoured to reftrain their unfeafonablc ardor, by 
reprefenring the defperatc pofture of the enemy’s affairs, 
and the happy fituation of their own ; but all to no pur* 
pofe : though the forces of the triumvirs were reduced to 
the utmoft extremity, and a confiderable body of German 
troops, to avoid ftarving in their camp, had deferted, and 
given the mutineers a full account of their miferies ; yet, 
by an unaccountable obftinacy, they ftill perfifted in de- 
manding to be led out a^inft the enemy, whom they dc- 
fired to conquer, not by famine, but valour; nay, becaufc 
the prudent general refufed to comply with their requeft, 
feveral Romans, as well as auxiliaries, abandoned him, and 
went over to the enemy. 

This defertion gave Brutus great concern, which was in- 
Creafed by the diforders that happened daily in the camp 
of CafRus, whofe foldiers, become hcadftrong and intrant;- 
able fince the death of their general, refufed to obey the 
mldTto Brviivis had appointed in his room. In thefe 

theimpor- ^i^cumftanccs Brutus yielded at laft to the importunity of 
tunity of foldiers, and refolved to end his own cares, and thofe 
tkefildierym t>f the Roman world, by a general and decifive a£iion ; 

which all the ancients tell us he would never have hazarded, 
had he been informed of the late advantage gained by his 
fleet : but of that important victory he received no intelli- 
gence till twenty days after 5 that Js, till the very evening 
before the fight *, when it was too late for hkn to alterrhis 
mealures. Brutus, at length determined to put the whole 
to the iffue of a general adlion, commanded all the pri- 
loners he had taken in the laft battle to be put to the fword, 
that he might not be deprived of* the ufe of thofe foldiers 

t Plat, in Brutu. 
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who wcte employed in guarding them : a barbarous Aepp Bruins puts 
which bis admirers feek to excufe or palliate, by quoting fpe captive 
the example of Antony and Oefavianus ; a plea as abfurd ^*^*f*^ . 
as the occafion of it was inhuman. Befides, Plutarch tells 
US it was a ftep taken at the inftigation of Gafca, exafpc- 
rated by fome farcafms of two buffoons who happened to minatlU 
be among the prifonersi 

Brutus, having thus rid his hands of his prifoners, af- Brutus 
fembled his foldiers the day before the battle ; and, in order 
I to roufe their courage, promifed them the pillage of Thef« 

I falonica and Lacedaemon, two cities which had Tided with turn Greek 
I the triumvirs. This was another inftance of the great cle- cities^ 
mency, moderation, and juftice of this celebrated Roman, 
which even his panegyrift Plutarch iiwibliged to give %p to 
reprobation. Having thus encouraged his men, and made 
the neceffary preparations for the next day’s engagement, 
he retired late in the night to his tent, when the fpeclre, The JpeQre 
which had promifed to meet him at Philippi, is faid to have 
appeared to him again in the fame (hape as it had affumed 
before, but vaniflied in an inftant, without one word being 
uttered on cither fide. 

Next morning he chofc his ground like an able general, 
forming his lines at a fmall diflance from his camp, that he 
might have a fafe retreat in cafe of any misfortune* Then 
riding through the ranks, ‘‘ Fcllow-foldiers (faid he), you Brutus*s 
have defired to engage the enemy in the open field, when fPfsch to 
you might have gained a complete vi£fory by continuing ^sjoldHrs 
inaflive within your intrenchments \ but this kind of vie- ^ ^ 
tory you defpifed, as not honourable enough for men of 
your bravery ; you are for purchafing glory at the expence 
of your blood. It is therefore now incumbent upon you to 
fummon all that boldncfs with which you demanded bat- 
tle, to maintain the honour of your firft viftory, and to 
anfwer the trufl which 1 have repofed in your valour. 

Whether Rome is to enjoy an uninterrupted happinefs and 
liberty, or be condemned to eternal fiavery, and endlefs ca- 
lamities, this day will decide.” Antony and O^lavianus 
were utterly aftonifbed when they firft obferved the ufual 
fignal of battle expofed on the tent of Brutus. Overjoyed 
at this unexpe£ted refolution, they ordered their men 
to prepare immediately for battle ; but did not quit their 
intrenchments before three in the afternoon, when they 
marched out like famiflied lions, at Appian expreffes it, 
againft their prey. Their generals, to encourage them, 
promifed to each foldier five hundred drachmas after the 
vi^iory, painting to them, at the fame time, in moft lively 
colours, the inexprei]U»le^eries and calamities whkh they 
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ijiuft unavoidably endure if overcome. ** You have but 
two things to choofe (faid they), to conquer, or perifh by 
the mod miferable of all deaths, famine.” 

Having fpoken to this effedl, they ordered their men to 
advance with a flow pace againft the enemy, who kept their 
ground, ready to receive them. When the two armies were 
near each other, Brutus had the mortification to fee a brave 
knight, named Cumulatus, whom he highly efteemed for 
his valour, abandon his poft, and go over to the enemy. 
Fearing others might follow the example, he caufed the 
fignal of battle to be given immediately, and charged the 
enemy’s left wing, commanded by 06 favianus, with fuch 
intrepidity, vigour, and refolution, that all gave way be- 
fore Wm. As the c^ilry of Odlavianus was put into the 
utmoft diforder at the firlt onfet, Brutus’s horfc broke in 
among the enemy’s foot, and made a dreadful havock of 
the legionaries. While the brave Brutus was thus figna- 
lizing himfelf in the right wing, his left, commanded by 
the lieutenants of Caflius, men altogether unequal to that 
charge, was hard prefled by Antony. CafTuis’s cavalry in- 
ftantly fled, leaving the flank of the wing in which they 
were polled naked and unguarded. Then the infantry, in 
danger of being furrounded, widened their ranks to the 
right and left, that they might oppofe the enemy every way ; 
but as this extenfion weakened them, they were, at the firll 
onfet, broken and difordered by the clofe battalions of An- 
tony. The plain was foon covered with the fugitives ; 
fome of them making towards the camp, others flying to 
the fea-fide ; but mofl: of them repairing to the right wing, 
to take (belter among the vi£lorious troops of Brutus. An- 
tony did not purfue them ; but, like an experienced gene- 
ral, marched diredly againft Brutus, and attacked his rear 
with incredible fury. 

That commander performed, on this occafion, all that 
Cpuld be expeded from an expert general, and valiant fol- 
dier ; but Calfius’s troqps, which were overthrow'n in the 
left wing, crowding in among bis ranks, and carrying with 
them, wherever they came, defpair and confufion, turned 
the fcale in favour of the enemy, after Brutus had for a 
long time maintained his ground againft ail the forcc£t of 
the united armies. His lines were at length broken, and 
{mt into diforder. He attempted feveral times to bring 
tpein back to the charge ; but all his* endeavours proved 
Unfuccefsful. Being furrounded on all fid^s, and over- 
powered by the numerous forces of Antony and O^lavia- 
he was in inmunent danger of being either cut in 
pwfWi Or faUi^ aMvo into the bandsaof Ul n^ci^ inwteratef 
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On this occafion many o€ his beft officers were 
killed ill endeavouring to favc th^ir general, who, with 
their affiftance, breaking through the enemy’s battalions 
that furrounded them, retreated from the field of battle. 

Among the few who attendejid him, was one Lucilius 
Lucinus, an intimate friend, who, obferving a body of 
Thracian horfe, under the command of Rhafeus, the bro** 
thcr of Rhafeupolis, not regarding any other in the purfuit, 
but making direflly towards Brutus, refolved to flop them, 
and favc the life of his general, at the hazard of his own. 
Accordingly, without acquainting Brutus with his defign, 
he halted till the Thracians came up, and furrounded him. tri*vanct of 
Then he cried out, that he was Brutus; and begging quar*- Lucilius to 
ter, defircd they would carry him t^Antony ; pretrading, 
that he feared Oflavianus, but could trull the other. The 
Thracians, thinking themfelves happy in their prey, imme- 
diately detached fome of their body to acquaint Antony 
with their good fortune ; and, in the mean time, giving 
over the purfuit, returned with their prifoner. The report 
being fpread in an inftant all over the army, that Brutus 
was taken, and that the Thracians were bringing him alive 
to Antony, both foldiers and officers flocked together from 
all parts to fee him. Some pitied his misfortune ; others 
accufed him of a meannefs unbecoming his former glory, 
for fufl^ering himfelf to fall a prey to barbarians. Antony 
was not a little concerned at this adventure, being quite at 
a lofs, in what manner he (hould receive, and how he 
fiiould treat his illuftrious captive rbut he was foon delivered 
from his uncafinefs ; for, as the Thracians approached, he 
knew the prifoner who had pafled himfelf upon the Thra- 
cians for Brutus ; who now, addreffing the triumvir with a 
generous confidence, ** Be aflured, Antony (faid he), that 
no enemy either has, or ever fhall take Marcus Brutus alive. 

Forbid it, ye gods, that fortune fliould ever prevail fo much 
above virtue ! But let him be found, dead or alive, he will 
certainly be found in fuch a Rate as is worthy of him. As 
for me, I have delivered myfclf up to fave him, and am 
now ready to fuflFer whatever torments you think proper to 
infli6l upon me, without demanding, or expefting, any 
quarter.” 

Antony, touched with the fidelity, virtue, and generoGtv Antonfs 
of LuciliuS; turned to the Thracians, enraged at their diN gineref^i 
aj^Knntment, and addrcflTed them thus : “ I perceive, my 
fclfow-fcldfots, that you are conceimed, and full of refent* 
for having been thus impofed iipbil by Lucilius ; but 
be aflured^ that you have met with a booty better than 
that ifhich you foughtfof ; you in fcarch of an enemy. 
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and have brought me a friend. I was truly at a lofs ho^ t 
ihould have ufed Brutus, if you had brought him to me 
alive ; but of this I am furc, that it is better to have fuch 
a man as Lucilius our friend than our enemy.” Having 
thus fpoken, he embraced Lucilius, and commended him 
to the care of one of his friends. Such generous behaviour 
won the heart of Lucilius, who ever after continued in- 
violably attached to the intereft of his friend and benefac- 
tor After this incident, both Antony and Odavianus 
marched with their viflorious legions in purfuit of the ene- 
my’s broken and difperfed forces, making a dreadful 
flaughter of the fugitives. Some of the officers of Brutus 
chofe rather to die fword in hand than take quarter, and 
furvive all hopes of fmng the republic reftored. Among 
thefe was the fon of Cato, who, though in every other 
refpeeft degenerate from the virtue of his father, ftill retain- 
ed that republican enthufiafm which he had imbibed in his 
education. 

fThat hap- The contrivance of Lucilius gave Brutus an opportunity 
penedtQ paffing a little brook encompafled with rocks, and lhaded 
aJurUe oveftaken by the night, he repofed in 

lofs of thi an hollow place at the foot of a rock, attended with a 
hmnli* fmall number of his friends and officers. There, lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, he repeated two Greek verfes, one of 
which Volumnius, who attetided him, forgot ; but remem- 
bered the other, which was the following, out of the Medea 
of Euripides : 

Puniffi, great Jove, the author of thefe ills : 

By which it was thought he meant Antony, who remem- 
bered and repeated it, when, after the battle of A6rium, 
he was reduced to the neceffity of laying violent hands on 
himfeif. 

Brutus, underftanding that he was invefted by the ene- 
my, exhorted* thofe who were with him to make fome 
attempt to reach their camp before day-light ; for he 
conje£lured, that he had not loll many of his men, and 
that thofe who had cfcapcd had taken refuge there. Sta- 
tilius undertook to pafs through the enemy, and go by hi^i- 
fclf to the camp, promiling, if it was not taken, to hold 
up a lighted torch for a fignal, and return immediately. 
Statilius arrived fafe, and held up the torch ^ which gave 
Brutus foine hopes of retrieving his affairs. He waited a 
long time for the return of Statilius, iaying, If Statilius 

m Flat, in Bruto, 
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fee alive, he will come back but he was flain, on hi« re- 
turn, by the enemy. 

Brutus, tired with waiting, and day now beginning to 
dawn, whifpered fomethitig in the ear of Clytus, one of his 
domeftics, who returned him no anfwer, but ourft into tears. 

‘ Then Brutus, taking afide Dardanua, his armour-bearer, 
had fome difeourfe with him in private, and afterwards ad- 
drefled himfelf to Volumnius in Greek ; conjuring him, 
by their common ftudies, and ancient friendfhip, to draw 
his fword, and put an end to his life. Volumnius, and 
after him feveral others, anfwered him only with their 
tears. One of them, to divert Brutus from laying violent 
hands on himfelf, darting up, ** There is no ftaying here 
any longer, faid he ; we muft all Yes (anfwered 

Brutus), we muft fly indeed, not with out feet, but with 
our hands.” Then taking each of them by the hand, he 
told them with a chearful countenance, that it was an 
infinite fatisfaftion to him to find, that none of his friends t 9 * 
had proved falfe to him 5 that he did not complain of for- 
tune for his own, but for his country's fake ; that as for 
himfelf, he thought he was much more happy than thofe 
who had conquered, not only refpe£fing what was paft, 
but even in his prefent condition, fince he fhould enjoy that 
reputation which always follows virtue, and which tyranny 
and injuftice could never defefve. He befought his friends 
to provide for their own fafety, telling them, that he 
hoped Antony and Odtavianus, fatisfied with his death, 
would purfue their revenge no farther. He then withdrew, 
with two or three only of his peculiar friends. Among 
thefe wasStrato, an Epirote, with whom he had contra6ied 
an acquaintance, when they ftudied rhetoric together. To 
him Brutus had recourfe, conjuring him, by their ancient 
friendfhip, to give him the laft proof of his afledioh, by 
performing that friendly office which the others had de- 
clined. As Strato could not be prevailed upon to imbrue ' 
his hands in the blood of his friend, Brutus called one of Yr. of FI. 
his flaves; and then the faithful Epirote, crying out, 13*3* 

‘‘ Forbid, ye gods, it (hould ever be faid, that Brutus died 
by the hand of a Have for want of a friend,” covered his 
eyes with his left arm, and prefented the point of his fword j 

to Brutus, who threw himfelf upon it with fuch vio- fhtdiath 
lence, that it pierced him through, and he expired im- iif Brutus* 
mediately * 

" Plut. in Bruto. Liv. lib. exxiv. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 74* 

Appian. lib, iv. p. 465, 446 . 
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Thmsfcll Brutus^ m the forty-third year of his age ; and 
with him fell the laft hope of the expiring republic : for it? 
muft be owned, his condu£): was founded on real patrio- 
tifm ; and his charadcr was of fucji importance as to juftify 
the expedlation of thofe who thought the conftitution of 
the republic might be re-eftabliftied. Brutus inherited from 
nature a good capacity, which had been carefully culti- 
vated. He had ftudied phllofophy with great attention ; 
and wrote feveral treatifes which are now loft. He was 
learned, eloquent, brave, liberal, and naturally humane 5 
and his private life without blemifh or reproach. Whether 
he carried his enthufiaftic love of liberty too far, in mur- 
dering his friend and benefactor, is a queftion that will af- 
ford matter of difpjplt!, as long as thp memory of that 
tranfa£lion remains. 

Antony being informed of the death of Brutus, flew to 
the place where the body ftill lay, beheld it with grief and 
tears, caft his purple mantl^, of great value over it, and 
charged one of his freed-men to take care of his funeral. 
Some time after, being told that the fervant had not burnt 
the mantle with the corpfe, and had detained part of the 
money which was to be expended in the funeral, he ordered 
him to be put to death. O&avianus, who was more actuat- 
ed by the fpirit of revenge againft him, as the murderer of 
his father, caufed the head 6f Brutus to be cut off, that it 
migh t be fent to Rome and laid at the feet pf Cspfar's ftatue 
but, in the paflage from Dyrrachium, a violent ftorm arif- 
ing, it was, probably out of fuperftition, thrown into the 
fea P. The reft of the body was burnt by Antony's order, 
and the afhes were conveyed in am urn to Servilia, mother 
of the deceafed (I). 

The death of Brutus was no fooner known in his camp, 
than thofe who had retired thither, to the number of four- 
teen thouhmd men, fubmitted upon honourable terms to 
the two viiftorious generals. Others fled into the illand of 

® Plut. in Anton. & Brut. Appian. lib. iv. p. 66S. Suet, in Oc- 
tavio, cap. 13. p pio, lib. xlvii. p. 356, 

Porcia bis wife, affures us, that in his time was 
Valemis Maximus, and Nico- ftill extant a letter of Brutus^to 
laus, the Peripatetic philofo- his friends, wherein he la- 
pher, tell us, that being re- mented the death of Porcia, 
folved not tp outlive her huf- and complained of them for 
band, Ihe killed herfelf by fwal- fufferlng her to die of melan- 
lowing hve coals ; but Plutarch choly ( i ) . 

(0 Plut. in Brut. 


Thafus, 



^he Roman Hijkfy^ 87 

Thafus, and from thence efcaped into Afia. Antony anl 
Oi^vianus found in Brutus’s camp plenty of arms and pro^ 
vihonS) with immenfe fums of money, which enabled them 
to fatisfy immediately fome of their veterans, whom they 
difbanded foon after the battle, being glad to get rid of men 
who, proud of their fervices, began to ufurp an authority 
even over their generals. By this victory the triumvirs 
cftabliftied the authority they had ufurped, and became maf- 
ters of the whole Roman empire, Sicily alone excepted, 
which was ftill held by Sextus, the fon of Pompey the 
Great ; though the oppofition they met with from him was 
not very confiderable. 
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7he Hijlory of Rome, from the Death of Brutus 
and CaJJius to the Settlement of the Empire by 
Oblavianus. 

r|p H E firft days after the battle were fpent by the tri- Senttral 
X umvirs in punifhing fuch of their perfonal enemies iilujirious 
as had the misfortune to fall, into their hands. Antony, 
after having reproached Hortenfius with the death of 
brother Caius, caufed him to be flain on his tomb. He 
likewife put to death Varro, an illuftrious fenator, who had 
on all occafions expreiTed an irreconcilcable hatred to him, 
and could not forbear reproaching the triumvir, even wheil 
he was in his power, with his debauched and fcandalous 
life, which, he faid, he would one clay end with an unhappy 
and tragical death. Livius Drufus, the father of that Li- 
via who w’as afterwards married to Auguftus, killed him- 
felf in his tent. Quintilius Varus, after having adorned 
himfelf with all the eiifigns of the honours and dignities he 
had borne, chofe rather to die by the hands of his freed- 
men, than to be expofed to the inlults of a mercilefs enemy. , 

OOiavianus, on this occafion, . a6led with fuch cruelty as Cruelty of 
left an indelible ftain upon bis reputation. He feemsfrom OSafia* 
fhe beginning to have been aftuate^ by an implacable fpirit 
of revenge againll the authors of Caefar’s death, whom he 
conGdered as the moft infamous afTaffins. 

The triumvirs having thus facrificed to the powers of re- 
venge, began to deliberate on the proper meafures for brir^- 
ing the war to a period, and cxtinguifliing the laft remains 
of oppofition to theif dcG|:ns. Pompey was ftill in poflef- 
G 4 fiott 
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lion ofSipiljT} Domitius AhenobaAus, and Statius Murcus, 
the admirals of Brutus, commanded two powerful fleets 
the former on the coafts of Macedon, the latter in the Ionian 
fea. Cafltus Parmenfis (K), one of the confpirators, having 
been left in Afia, by Brutus and CalEus, with a confiderable 
fleet, and a competent number of forces, to keep the eaftern 
provinces in awe, upon the news of Brutus’ overthrow and 
death, reinforced his fleet with thirty Rhodian ftiips, which 
he manned with Romans ; and being joined by*^ Clodius, 
governor of Rhodes, at the head of three thoufand men, by 
Lepidus, from Crete, with the garrifon which Brutus had 
left there, by Clodius, lorulus, young Cicero, and many 
other perfons of diftindion, who had fled into Afia, gave no 
fmall umbrage to thp^iumvirs. 

In a private conference between them, it was agreed, that 
Antony ftjould march into the Eaft, and fettle thofe pro- 
vinces ; and that Odavianus Ihould lead the old troops into 
Ifaly, put them in pofiTeffion of the lands which had been 
promifed them, and force young Poippey from a retreat, 
which ferved for an afylum to all the zealous republicans. 
Before they parted they dilbanded all their veterans, except 
eight thoufand, after having fatisfied them in part, with the 
money they had left, and what they found in the camp of 
Brutus. Of the remaining forces Odavianus took with him 
into Italy four legions, and four thoufand horfes 'Antony 
retaining fix legions and ten thoufand horfe •>. 

_ And now the two conquerors feparated, Odavianus tak- 
ing his route towards Dyrrachium, in order to return to 
Italy, and Antony marching into Greece with a defign to 

Fe'wdJJi’ °'”i '"‘°Afia. Odavianus arrived in a 

f«ii ^ Dyrrachium, where we lhall leave him 

to follow Antony in his memorable, but to him fatal, ex- 

f After fo complete a vidory he rc- 

folved to vifit Greece, as the country where flattery was 
delicacy : there he took pleafure in 
fSrfin ^ difputes of the philo- 

tKublicfWt^''^'’°i*r'^ academies of Athens, in feeing 
of th^e Gred^ ’e the religious ceremonies 

bm abovral^ t Jt f’"? ftyl'd the lover of Greece, 

but above all, fhe Lover of Athens, he adminiftered jufticc 

1 Appisn. p. 672, «73, Dio, lib, xlviii, p. jjg. 
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there with great equity, and made very eonfidcrable pre* 
fents to the city, thou^ he was himfelf in great want of 
money, his military cheft being almoft drained by the fuma 
he and his colleague had diftributed among the veterans after 
the battle. Before he left Attica, he caufed an exa£l fur- 
vey to be made of the temple of Apollo Pythius, as if he 
defigned to repair It ; but he dropped that projeft on his 
arrival in Afia, whither he marched with all his forces, 
leaving Lucius Cenforinus, one of his lieutenants, to go- 
vern Greece in his abfence. 

In Afia, all the kings and princes who acknowlcged the In Afiakn 
Roman power, came to pay their homage to him, many of iscourud 
them bringing with them their wives and daughters, to gain 
the triumvir’s favour by their charms.ViThc queens rivalled ^ 
one another, who ffiould make him the moft magnificent 
prefent, or appear moft charming in his eyes. This croud 
of fovereigns, who daily attended his levee, and waited upon 
him wherever he went, with their praifes and fubmiffions, 
moft agreeably foothed his ambitious and voluptuous tem- 
per i but nothing pleafed him fo much as the reception he 
met with at Ephefus. There the women went out to meet 
him in the habits they ufed to wear when they folemriized 
the feafts of Bacchus, and the men and boys drefled like 


fatyrs and fauns. Nothing was to be feen throughout the 
town but fpcars wreathed with ivy, harps, flutes’ and haut- 
boys, while they ftylcd Antony in their fongs, ** Bacchus , 
the gracious and the gentle and fo indeed he was to fome, 
but others he treated with great inhumanity. He pardoned 
all thofe of Brutus’s party who furrendered themfelves to 
bird, except Petronius, who was one of the confpirators, 
and Quintus, who was charged with betraying Dolabella to 
Caflius in Laodicea. But then he ftripped feveral rich citi- 
zens of their eftates to gratify his flatterers and buffoons (L). AfiatUu 
As the chief bufinefs which had brought him into Afia, 


was the raifing of the neceffary fums for fatisfying the vic- 
torious legions, he fummoned the deputies of all the fub- 
lefts and allies of Rome to meet at Ephefus ; and after hav- 
ing reproached them with alTifting Brutus arid Caflius, he 
acquainted them with the great promifesheand his colleague 
had made to their twenty-eight conquering legions, amount- 
ing in all to a hundred and fifty thoufand men, and upwards; 


and then concluded thus : You may judge of the fums 

we want from the number of our foldiers, and the promifes 


(L) Thus one of his cooks, as his reward, the fine houfe 
having drclTcd him a fupper to of a wealthy cid^eu of Mag- 
his tafte, begged, and optaiqed nefia. 
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Bis pack we have made them. This ncccffitjr has obliged my ccd. 
umdepu- league to go into Italy, where he has taken upon him to rc.. 
tiis of the ward them with lands and houfes, from which he will be 
obliged to drive out the ancient proprietors : but I will treat 
you with more humanity, being unwilling to deprive you of 
your inheritances, or drive you from your temples and the 
fepulchres of your forefathers. As you would run the 
fortune of our enemies in war, now that the gods have been 
pleafed to grant the viftory, not according to your wiihes, 
but their own jufticc, we ought to treat you as the allies, or 
rather as the accomplices, of our foes, and infli£l; upon you 
fome exemplary puniftipient : but as the laws of humanity 
will not always allow the punifliments to be proportionable 
to the crimes, infte^^ other penalties, we flialJ content 
ourfelves with a fuln of money, the fame you gave our cne-. 
mies, ten years tribute : but as you paid it to them in two 
years time, we require it in one. This is the only punifh- 
ment we intend to upon you, which wc fhould very 

readily forgive, were not our exigencies very preffing.’^ At 
thefe words the deputies threw tbemfelves at Antony’s feet, 
remonftrating, with tears in their eyes, that their affifting 
Brutus and CalTius could not be criminal, lince they had 
been forced to it by fuch cruel ufage, as rendered them ra- 
ther objefts of pity than punifhment % and ^hat, as to the 
fums which were demanded, it was not in their^power to 
raife them; for Brutus and Caffius had ftripped them, not 
only of all their gold and (ilver in fpecie, but like wife of 
their plate, the furniture of their houfes, and of all the or- 
naments of their cities and temples. Antony continuing 
inflexible, Hybreas, an orator and agent for fome of the 
Afiatic cities, riling up, ** Since you are determined (faid 
be) to double our taxes, pray take care, that our fummers 
and autumns be doubled too ; otherwife we lhall never be 
able to fatisfy your demands." This liberty of fpeech did 
not difplcafe Antony, who was naturally good humoured, 
and loved raillery. 

^ The deputies prevailed at length upon the triumvir to be 
contented with the tribute of nine years, to be paid in two ^ : 
fo that all the princes, kings, and free ftates of Alia, were 
obliged to lay heavy burthens on their fubjefis for the pay- 
ment of this fum ; which reduced them, after the exorbi- 
tant taxes with which Caffius had loaded them, almoft to a 
ftate of beggary *. After this exa6);ion Antony made a pro- 
grefs through the provinces of Alia, exhibiting everywhere 
extraordinary demonilrations of geneixffity and good nature. 


7ke Afia^ 
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• PJut. iit Anton. Applan.ljb. v. p.<7}, 674. 


' AppUa. ibid. 
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H« pardoned LuCiusi brother ofCaflluSi ^nd feveral otbeni 
of the adverfe party, who, upon the farae of his clemency, 
flocked to him from all quarters ; but he continued impla^ 
cable to the murderers of Cjpfar. He freed the Xanthian* 
from all tribute, and perfuaded them to rebuild their city. 

To the Rhodians, whom Caffius had treated with great fc» 
verity, he gave the iflands of Andros, Tenos, Naxos, and 
Myndus. The inhabitants of Tarfus and Laodicea he like- 
wife exempted from all taxeSr Neither was he unmindful 
of the Athenians, to whom he granted the iflands of JEgU 
na, Teos, Cea, Sciathus, and Peparethus * ; fo that the 
whole weight of the exorbitant contributions, amounting 
to two hundred thouf;md tajents, fell upon the inhabitants 
of Alia, properly fo called, of Syria^^hrygia, Myfia, Ga- 
latia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, and Palseltihe. 

Antony, arriving in Cilicia, difpatched Dellius into Egypt, He fum- 
to fummon Cleopatra to appear before him, and give him ntonsCle^* 
an account of her condudl during the war ; for though (he 
had aflifted Dolahella, yet Serapion, her lieutenant in Cy- ^countofker 
prus, had joined Brutus and Cafllus (M). As Dellius was condiiS. 
well acquainted with Antony’s temper, after a Ihort conver- 
fation with the queen, he eafily judged with what fenti- 
ments a woman of her beauty, wit, addrefs, and fprightly 
converfation, would infpire him ; and therefore encou- 
raged hd* to go in perfon into Cilicia, afl’uring her, that 
Antony, who was a brave and amorous foldier, would re- 
ceive her with all the refpe£t due toperfons of her high 
tion^^ extraordinary merit, and qualifications. She had 
great faith in the words of Dellius ; but ftie had a greater 

t Appian*ibid. p. 675. 

(M) Dellius, who was fenton 
this meflage, was a famous hiflo- 
rian, and a man of great wit and 
learning, but of no principles. 

He was one of Horace’s mofl; 
intimate friends, who addrefled 
to him the third ode of his 
feepnd book, containing the 
foi|ndeft principles of the Epi- 
curean philofophy. Meflala 
Corvinus ufed to call him^ deful- 
torem bellorum civilium, that 
IS, the njatdter af the civil vjars* 

For he left Dolabella to fide 

(1) Vid. Sen. lib. j. dcClcmtnua, cap. to. Strabo, Ijb. xi. & Lipf. 

Annal, Tacit. 


with Caflius, then quitted Caf- 
fius to join Antony, and at lall 
abandoned Antony to take part 
with Odtavianus. During his 
flay at the court of Egypt the 
fair queen captivated his heart, 
and is faid not to have been diC- 
pleafed with the addrelTes of a 
man of his fine genius. In the 
time of Seneca feveral letters of 
his to that queen were handed 
about, written with too much 
familiarity (i). 
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dependence on herfelf. . Never had beauty been fignaliz- 
cd by more illuftrious conquefts : fhe had captivated the 
heart of Julius Caefar, of Pompey’s eldeft fon, and formerly 
of Antony himfelf, when he ferved under Gabinius, gover- 
nor of Syria i and this when (he was young and ignorant in 
the arts of love 5 whereas flie was now to meet him in the 
flower of her age, with all the charms of beauty, and all 
the artifice of riper years. But what above all infpired her 
with certain confidence of rekindling the flame in Antony’s 
heart, was the confeioufnefs of her own fuperior genius 
and accomplifhments. She pofleffed a certain natural grace 
which diffufed itfelf through her whole deportment : the 
charms of her converfation were irrefiftible, and the very 
tone of her voice harmonious, that no inftrument was 
capable of a greater variety of founds, and of equally footh- 
ing the foul of the hearers. Befides, fhe exprefled herfclf 
with fo much eafe, and in fo many different languages, that 
fhe was looked upon as a prodigy. 

She made great preparations for her journey, taking with 
her vaft fums of money, and all the jewels, plate, and rich 
ornaments of the Egyptian kings. Many were the letters 
fhe received from Antony, prefling her departure \ but fhe 
feemed to difregard his orders. At length fhe fet out, and, 
arriving at the mouth of the river Cydnus, fhe embarked in 
a fmall g^ley, and appeared before Antony at Tarfus in Ci- 
licia, in the fantallical manner webaVedeferibed in our hif- 
tory of the Ptolemies of Egypt. The triumvir was fo cap- 
tivated by her attradlions, that belaid afid? all other confi- 
derations, and feemed to be entirely engrofled by her idea. 
He liegledlcd the bufinefs of mankind ; and followed her 
into Egypt, where he f^ent the winter with her in amorous 
dalliance, enhanced by all the enjoyments of the moft vo- 
luptuous diflipation “. 

While he thus indulged in effeminate pleafures with his 
Egyptian paramour, his colleague was wholly taken up in 
fettling the affairs of Italy, and dividing the propiifed lands 
among the veterans. Having embarked his troops at Dyr- 
rachium, he crofled the Adriatic Gulf without meetingwith 
any of the enemy’s fleets, and landed atBrunduflum; where 
he was taken fo ill, that his phyficians gave him over, and 
the news of his death were immediately fpread all over Italy. 
Moft of the fenators looked upon this report as one of his 
iifual artifices to difeover their intentions, and real fenti- 
ments ^ and therefore, by a decree of the fenate, prayers 


and 


1 Plut. Appian. Pio, ibid. 
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and Sacrifices were ofFcred up to the gods for his recovery, 
which was foon effected by his native air, and the vigour 
of his youth. When he was in a condition to bear the fa- 
tigues of the journey, he fet out for Rome, where he was 
received with loud acclamations. Some time before his ar- 
rival the fafees had been transferred frem Lepidus and L. 

Munatius Plancus to L. Antonius, the brother of the tri- 
umvir, and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus; but Fulvia, An- 
tony’s wife, a -woman of a mafeuline fpirit, and unbounded 
ambition, had gained the afeendant over the new confuls, 
and governed Rome with abfolute power. This 0£l:avia- 
nus could not bear; and hence the mutual jealoufies and dif- 
trufts between her and the young triumvir, which at length 
kindled a war in the very bowels of Itv^. 

0£favianus met with many almoft infurmountable diffi- 
culties in the diftribution of the promifed lands. As the 
public treafury was quite exhaufted, he could not content 
the foldiery without giving up to them the feveral towns 
! which he had promifed them as the rew'ard of vidfory ; and 
[ this meafure he was well convinced would provoke the 
! people. Moll of the inhabitants of thofc unhappy towns CmplatMts 
j flocked daily in great multitudes to Rome : numbers of wo- 
I men with children in their arms, whofe tender years and in- 
I nocence moved even the triumvir’s friends to compaffion, 

’ daily filled the temples and public places with their cries 
and lamentations. The people on this occalion fpoke with 
a great deal of freedom and boldnefs : ‘‘ This war (faid 
they) has been undertaken not for the public good, but for 
the private views of the triumvirs, who, fince they have 
reaped the advantage of it, ought to bear all the charges, 
and not fatisfy their foldiers at the expence of fo many dif- 
trefTed families.” 06lavianus heard, and patiently bore, 
thefe complaints, wdth a diffimulation peculiar to himfelf. 
Unwilling to give occafion to frelh difturbances, he bor- 
rowed feveral fums of money; but finding he could notraife 
what was fufficient to fatisfy his foldiers, he broke through 
all difficulties, and, purfuant to his firft defign, allotted them 
the lands for their inheritance, which he had promifed in 
the beginning of the war (N). 

* 0£la- 

(N) Cremona, a city greatly had more than her (hare In thefe 
attached to the intereft of Bru- misfortunes. Virgil had like to 
tus, fufFered mofi in this iniqui- have pcriflied on this occafion 
tous diftribution ; and Mantua, by the hand of a centurion 
which was but too near to a named Arrius, whopurfuedhim 
place abandoned to the mercy with his drawn fword, for daring 
^f the ungovernable foldiery, to difpute with him the poffel- 
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OftavidiWs Was expofcd to gteat dangers in this extrettiejjr 
nice and difficult undertaking, the foldiery and people being 
equally exafperatcd againft him. Few or the veterans were 
fatisfied with ihc portion of the lands allotted to them; An- 
tony’s foldiers taxed 0£lavianus with partiality, in affigning 
the beft lands to his own men, and the worft to them. Fui- 
via did not fail to improve' thefe difcontents ; and, being 
feconded by the coiiful Lucius, her brother-in-law, whom 
fhe eafily gained over to hcrintercft, fhe left nothing unat-* 
tempted to exafperate the foldiers and people againft one 
who, fhe perceived, was engroffing all the power to himfelf. 

O^lavianus, no longer ^ble to bear the haughty and im* 
perious behaviour of Fulvia, divorced her daughter Clodia, 
after having folemn^^ declared upon oath, that, for him, flic 
was flill a virgin. This affront was touching the proud Ful- 
via in the moll fenfible part: fhe refolved henceforth to keep 
no meafures with Oftavianus, and accordingly began openly 
to encourage the veterans, who had ferved under her huf* 
band, to take arms againft his ungrateful colleague, who, 
though he had in ng degree contributed to the vi61:ory, was 
now reaping all the advantage of it, with a view to engrofs 
the whole power to himfclf, and exclude Antony, to whofc 
Valour the viftory was entirely owing, from any fharc in 
the adminiftration. She appeared in all the affemblies of 
the people, with the children fhe had by Antony; and there 
made bitter complaints of the critel ufage fhe pretended they 
bad recerved from one who ought, with all the tendernefs 
gf a father, to have protedled them againft the infults of 
their enemies. Lucius, her brother-in-law, joined her en- 
deavours, by infijtuating, that Odavianus had nothing in 
view but toenllave Italy, deprive" his colleagues of all power, 
and make both the fcriatc and people of Rome fubfervient 
to his w’ill. He pretended to a£l: by the direftions of, and 
in concert with, hiS brother, whofc chief concern, he faid, 
was, to preferve the republic from the tyranny of the proud, 
crafty, and ambitious Oflavianos. This di/agreement be- 


fion of his fmall eflate on the 
banks of the Mincius; and would 
have deprived the world of the 

f reateft poet Italy ever pro- 
iiced, ^d he nor.happily ef- 
cttpcd the fury of the enraged 
centurion, by fwirnrtimg acrofr 
the river Thisf very adventure 
ftems to have ebi^y contri- 
btwed to the reputadon and 
£ 0 Od fortune, of that inimitably 


writer; for it put him upon 
going to Rome, where his extra- 
ordinary talents being known to 
Mscenasand AiiniusPollio, he 
obtained by their intcreft the 
reftiturkm of his farm, which 
is the febjeft of that excellent 
eclogue, the firft of his Buco- 
licsy be being then about twen- 
fy*cight years of tfge« 
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t^en Ac young triumvir on one fide, and Lucius and Ful- 
yia on the other, gave rife to two different faftions, which 
rent the republic again into parties. The veterans, who 
had ferved under Antony, and fuch of the Italians as had 
been driven from their ancient inheritances, fided with 
Fulvia and Lucius. The friends of the late didlator, and 
thofe legionaries who were fatiefied with the lands fallen to 
their (hare, took part with Oftavianus : fo that all Italy was 
in a flame, and threatened with a new war ready to breakout 
vidthin the walls of Rome, where horrible diforders, and 
cruel murders, were daily committed by the infolent popu- 
lace, and ungovernable foldiery of the two oppofite fac- 
tions. To complete the misfortunes of Rome and Italy,, a 
famine began to be felt all over the ,*iuntry, great part of 
the lands lying uncultivated ever fince the beginning of the 
civil war, the feas being befet with the* enemy’s fleets, and 
Sextus Pompeius holding Sicily, whence the continent, and 
efpecially the capital, was fuppHed with corn. In this dif- 
trefs Odavianus would have comproinifed matters with 
Fulvia ; but (he would hearken only to the diftates of her 
own refentment, and the infinuations W Manius, her huf- 
band’s agent, who affjired her, that nothing but a war could 
force Antony from the arms of Cleopatra, and brine him 
into Italy. ' * 

Fulvia followed the pernicious advice of Manius, and, 
abandoning Rome, retired to Pracnellc, a city which had 
cfpoufed her caufe. There, forgetting her fex, Ihe appear- 
ed with a helmet on her head, and a fword by her fide, af- 
fcmbled fome legions, harangued them, and performed all 
fundions of a general. O^avianus, apprehenfivc young 
Pompey might take advantage of the mifunderftanding be- 
tween him and Fulvia, fent a deputation to the camp of Pr«- 
nefte, exhorting the female general, and her brother-in- 
law, who, though cortful, ferved in a manner as her fub- 
altern, to lay alide all animolities, and a£i: in concert againft 
their common enemies. The deputies, who were all of the 
fenatorial order, and common friends to the triumvirs, would 
have prevailed on Lucius to hearken to an accommodation, 
had he not been diverted from it by the implacable Fulvia, 
an^ by ManiUs, whom Antony had appointed to manage his 
affairS’ in Rome during his abfence. He in a ffudied fpeech 
accufed Oftavianus of unfair dealing witb^efpeft to Antony, 
3s if he defigned to engrofs the whole power of the trium- 
virate to himlelf, and reduce his colleague to the ftate of a 
private man, though tlte vi€bory they had gained in the 
plains of Phifippi was enrircly pwing to his valour 

^ Appian. ibid. Dio. lib. xlviii, p« 3591 360. Veil. Pat. Jib. iL 
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0 £lavlanuS 5 upon the report of bi$ deputies^ finding a 
unavoidable, began to aflemble bis legions ; and both fides 
prepared for holUlities. In the mean time feveral manifeftos 
and declarations were publilbed by theoppofite parties, and 
fome very fpirited letters pafled between Lucius and 06la- 
viaiius* The latter, feeing many of the veterans join his 
enemies, difpatched an exprt/s to Salvidienus, whom he had 
appointed his lieutenant in Spain, ordering him to haften in- 
to Italy with the fix legions under his command. Salvidie- 
nus, who had not yet reached his province, immediately re- 
paired the Alps, and advanced with incredible expedition in- 
to Cifalpine Gaul, to join Oftavianus, who had left the ca- 
pital, and was affembJing his forces in that province. Caius 
Afinius Pollio, and ftiblius Ventidius, two of Luciuses lieu- 
tenants, who were encamped at the foot of the Alps, foL 
lowed Salvidienus, haraffing him on his march, and cutting 
ofFhis convoys; by which means they reduced him to great 
difficulties. At the fame time Lucius, having alTembled a 
eonfiderable body of troops» advanced to meet Salvidienus, 
and attack him in front, while his two lieutenants fell upon 
his rear. He muft Ihevitably have been cut off with all his 
troops, had not Vipfanius Agrippa, with a choice body of 
veterans, come feafonably to his relief, and pofting himfelf 
between him and Lucius, invefted the city of Sutrium. As 
the inhabitants of that place had fignalized their attachment 
to the intereft of Lucius, he flew to their affiffance ; a mo- 
tion which gave Salvidienus an opportunity of joining Agrip- 
pa, and fejzing with him, after he had taken Sutrium by 
affault, all the paffes and defiles leading to the two camps of 
Pollio and Ventidius. 

Lucius, after having attempted in vain to open him- 
felf a paffage fvvord in hand, refolved to retire into the city 
of Perufia, and wait there, as in a place of fafety, for the 
arrival of his two lieutenants : but Agrippa and Salvidienus, 
following him clofe, invefted the place before he had time 
to refleft on the danger to which he expofed himfelf and 
his troops. O^avianus was no fooner informed of the 
defperate fituation of Lucius, than he advanced to Perufia, 
and, in concert with his two lieutenants, carried on the 
fiegc with great vigour ; but, as he found it impoffibk to 
take by affault fo ftrong a place, garrifoned by a whole arrny, 
he refolved to reduce it by famine ; and, with this view, 
furrounded it with a line of circumvallation fifty-fix fur- 
longs in compafs.^ From his camp he drew lines quite to 
the Tiber, which he ftrengthen^ with ramparts, and 
flanked with'towers at equal diftanccs. Thde towers he 
filled with archers, flingers, and aU ibrts of engines, to 

prevent 
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prevent ttc enemy from receiving smy convoys by water. 

Lucius, on his fide, was continually haraffiiig the work- 
men, and the legions that covered them, with vigorous 
faliies, in which his men, who were for the molt part 
gladiators, had all the advantage. In one of thefe fallics 
0£tavianus himfelf narrowly efcaped falling into the ene- 
my^s hands- In the mean time Fulvia detached, from her 
camp at Prsenefte, L. Munatius Planciis, with a numerous 
body of chofen troops, ordering him to join Veniidius and 
Pollio, and with their united forces oblige the enemy 
either to venture a battle, or raife the ficge. Plaiicus, in 
fpite of Agrippa and Salvidienus, whom Odaviaiuis detach- 
ed againft him, joined Ventidius and Pollio, and, together 
with them, advanced as far as Fulgwi^um, within a hun- 
dred and fixty furlongs of Perufia. Lucius was overjoyed 
at their approach, which they took care to fignify to him 
by fires in the night, and other fignals. He did not in the 
leafl doubt that they would exert their utmofl endeavours 
for his relief. 

Such indeed was their defign : but Plancus, after hav- Luciuses 
ing viewed the advantageous fituation of the enemy, cle- generals 
dared, that they could not attempt the relief of the place, 
without expofing their troops to the greateft dangers His 
opinion prevailed 5 and, as none of them approved of Lu- 
cius^s conduct, who had thus rafhly engaged in a war with- 
out his brothers knowlege, they retired, leaving their 
general, and his troops, in the utmoft defpair, Uhe be- 
fieged being already reduced to the greateft extremity for 
want of provifions, they made a defperate fally; but were 
driven back into the city, after having fought with un- 
paralleled bravery from nine at night till the next morning. 

Lucius, being determined to hold out to the laft, took an 
inventory of all the provifions in the place, which he daily 
meafured out fparingly to the foldiers, and inhabitants of 
free condition ; but allowed none to the Haves, and fervants crueltf 
of the army, though he kept them at the fame time within of 
the city, and had them narrowly watched, left they (hould 
acquaint the enemy with the condition to which the garrifon ^ 
was reduced. This was an inftance of inhumanity hardly 
to ^be matched in hiftory. Thofe unhappy perfons, re- 
duced to this defperate condition, wandered about the 
works in fearch of herbs, grafs, and roots, feme of them 
even feeding upon the flefti of their dead companions. 

At length the foldiers thcmfelves, no longer able to bear 
the famine, begged leave of Lucius to make a general fally, 
choofing rather to die like brave men, than to live under the 
>tiiferies they endured^ The general approved of their 
Vot.m H choice; 
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choke ; telling them, that they had nothing to depend tip'^ 
on but their own valour; and that, in their prefent circum- 
ftances, they mult either conquer or die. They refolved, 
therefore, to make a defperate effort, and fally out by break 
of day, to avoid the diforders that might happen in the dark. 
Accordingly, having firft provided a great number of 
fpades, hooks, fcaling-ladders, and all forts of neceffary 
tools, to break down the wall with which Odfavianus had 
inclofed the city, as foon as day began to appear, they riifli- 
ed out, and cut in pieces the enemy’s advanced guards, 6lled 
the ditch in ah inllant, plucked up the palifades, and be- 
gan to undermine the wall, while the rolling towers, which 
they had prepared for that purpofe, and filled wdth archers 
and dartmen, difch;a^*ged Ihow'crs of darts and arrows upon 
tlie enemy. The ground was immediately covered with 
dead bodies, and nothingvwas heard but groans and cries 
of dying men. The foldiers of 061avianus made a dread- 
ful havock of the afiailants, their machines playing incef- 
fantly upon them from the rajnparts, and overwhelming 
them with fiiowers of arrows, darts, and Hones. But, 
though many of them fell, the reft, not fo much afraid of 
death as of famine, continued fighting with amazing refo*' 
lution, and, climbing up the wall, notwithftanding all op- 
pofition, drove the enemy from their polls. 

The difpure continued many hours with fuch obftinacy 
and fury as can hardly be exprefltd ; and Lucius’s men, 
though they lought with all the difadvantage imaginable, 
would have gained a complete vi£lory, had the forces been 
equal; but Oclavianus’s troops being more numerous, and 
conllantly relieved with freftr fupplics, the befieged, weak- 
ened with hunger, overpowered with numbers, and ex- 
haufled with the length of the combat, were in the end 
driven from the wall. Thefc defperate wretches, though 
Itunned with their fall, ftill ttrove to climb up again, en- 
couraging with their words and gellures their companions, 
M^ho had not yet given ground. At length Lucius, fur- 
prifed at fuch extraordinary valour and fidelity, and know- 
ing that their courage only ferved to deftroy them, com- 
manded a retreat to be founded. Their adverfaries then 
(liouted aloud, linking, according to the cuflom of jhe 
Romans, when they had gained a vI6lory, their fwords 
againil their bucklers. This exultation the befieged looked 
upon as an infult ; therefore, getting together the fev/ 
ladders tliat remained, they returned to the charge with 
new fury : and it was with the utmoH difficulty, and not 
wi^out tears, that Lucius prevailed upon them to retreat- 
Oaavianus that nijght doubled his gttlrds, and difpofed fe- 
'■* vcral 
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vfil’al bodies of tr 6 c>p's on the ramparts in fucb mailner, that 
they could eafily relieve each other in cafe of a fudden 
attack, which he apprehended \ 

Lucius, finding himfeJf reduced to the utmoft extremity, 
without any hopes of relief, refolved to capitulate. Ac- 
cordingly he difpatched three of the chief officers of his 
army to treat with 06laviaiius in his name. The general 
received the deputies in a very polite and obliging manner, 
and returned this anfwer to their propofals, that he willingly 
pardoned all thofp who had ferved under Antony againft the 
murderers of his father; but^ as for the others, he infifted 
upon their furrendering at diferetion. Thus he fpoke to the 
deputies in common ; but afterwards, taking Furnius, one of 
them, afide, he told him, that he inftJkded to extend his 
mercy to the whole army, a few only excepted, who, from 
hatred to him, had been the occafion of all thefe difor- 
ders. Upon the report of the deputies, many illuftrious 
Romans, who had been always declared enemies to the 
triumvirate, afinid of falling into the hands of Odfavianus, 
exhorted Lucius to infill on the fafety of all, and not to 
furrender upon any other terms. 

Lucius, touched with compaflioh for fo many brave men, 
whom he well knew 0 £lavianus would facrifice to his re- 
venge, refolVed to negociate in perfon, and putting himfelf 
into the young conqueror's hands, intercede for his unhap- 
py followers. 0 £lavianus received him with great marks 
of efteem and affe 6 lion ; and promifed, in confequence of 
the regard he owed to him and his brother, indemnity to 
all who had taken part with him, on condition they would 
furrender without farther refiftance, and put him in polTef- 
fion of the city. Lucius, depending on this promife, or- 
dered his men to march out next day, and acknowlege the 
young conqueror for their general ; which order they obey- 
ed accordingly, and were incorporated into bis troops. As 
for the inhabitants of Perufia, who had fliewn an inviol- 
able attachment to Lucius, 0<£lavianus ordered thofe who 
compofed the fenate, or council of the city, to be brought 
before him in chains 5 and fentenced them all to die, con- 
trary to the articles of agreement, and the promife he had 
^ade. Some of thofe unhappy men pleaded innocence^ 
others begged mercy ; but they had all one and the fame 
anfwer, ** Moriendum eft ; You muft die.” Accordingly 
they were, to the number of three hundred, carried in 
chains to an altar raifed to Julius Caefar, and there inhu- 
manly butchered, as vidlims to his manes, on the ides of 

X Appian* Dio, ibid. 
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March, the anniverfary of his death. With them were fa«- 
crificed Caius Flavius, Clodius Bithynicus, and Canutius, 
three illuftrious fenators of Rome, zealous defenders of 
their ancient liberties. The city he delivered up to the luft 
and plunder of his foldiers ; but Ceftius, furnamed Mace- 
donicus, from his having ferved a long time in Macedon, 
fcorning to outlive the ruin of his country, and the miferies 
of his fellow-citizens, by fetting fire to his own houfe, oc- 
cafioned the total deftrudfion of that ancient and once 
powerful city ; for a high wind arifing, the flames fpread 
from houfe to houfe, and burnt with fuch violence, that in 
a (liort time the whole city was laid in allies. Such was 
the end of this unhappy war, commonly called the War of 
Perufia (O). 

The other officers who had ferved under Lucius, being 
driven with their forces out of Italy, Tiberius Claudius 
Nero, at the head of a few veterans, and a great number 
of Haves, whom he had drawn together by promifing them 
their liberty, undertook to maintain ihe interell:, and fup- 
port the ruined party of Lucius, in the neighbourhood of 


(0) PoUio, Ventidius, Plan- 
cus, and the other commanders 
of Antony, though they had 
flill thirteen legions, and fifteen 
hundred horfe, took refuge in the 
maritiinc cities, waiting there 
foiTuccours from Antony; but 
O^^avianus purfuing them, A- 
finius Pollio went on board the 
fleet commanded by Domirius 
Ahenobarbus, Brutus's admi- 
ral, carrying with him. feveii 
legions. Plancus, being clofely 
purfued by Agrippa, aban- 
doned the two legions he com- 
manded, and went to join Ful- 
via at Praenefle. The legions 
went over to Agrippa ; but 
Plancus, together with Fulvia, 
fled from Praeiicfle to Puteoli, 
and from thence to Brundu- 
lium, where they both em- 
barked, and -palT^ over into 
Macedon. The other com- 
manders made their je^fcape into 
Sicily, where they were kindly 

(1) Appiaa. p. 67 *. & feq. 
Dio, Jib. xlviii, p. 35»--«36S« 


received by Sextus Pompeius, 
who, had he hot been of a floth- 
ful and indolent temper, might 
have improved thefe divifions 
to his advantage, and with great 
eafe fubdued all Italy. For 
StatiusMurcus, difagreeingwith 
Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
other republican admiral, had 
joined him with two complete 
legions, and twenty -four (hips, 
carrying with him immenfe 
fums, which he had extorted 
from the maritime cities of Afia. 
Befidcs, he had received a 
ftrong reinforcement from Ce- 
phalenia, confiftingof veterans, 
who bad efcaped from the bat- 
tle of Philippi. But the indo- 
lent Pompey, though in condi- 
tion to invade Italy, and Ciufli 
the party of the triumvirs, con- 
tented himfclf with ravaging 
the coails, acting more like a 
pirate than a general ( i ) • 

libf ii. cap. 77' 
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Naples (P). But his raw and undifciplincd troops, at the 
approach of 0£favianu5's viftorious army, immediately dif- 
perfed, abandoning their general to the mercy of his enemy* 
Tiberius, thus deferred by his forces, fled in difguife with 
his wife Livia, and his fon Tiberius, not two years old, to 
the fea-fidc, hoping he fhould find forne vefiel to convey 
him to Sicily ( Qj). As for Tiberius and Livia, Odavianus 
purfued them dole ; but they, after having efcaped a thou- 
fand dangers, attended only by one domellic, found a fmall 
boat, in which they were tranfported to Sicily ;K). Oc- 
tavianus now returned to Rome, which he entered in tri- 
umphant robes, and crowned with laurel* Public fealls 
were celebrated for feveral days together *, and it was ca- 
aded, by a decree of the fenate andjp^ople, that whenever 
any general ftiould for the future merit a triumph, Oda- 
vianus fhould have a fharc in his honour 

During thefe important tranfadions, Antony remained at 
Alexandria inglorious and inadive, intent upon nothing but 
the enjoyment of thofe pleafures and diverfions with which 
the queen entertained him, every day heightening the delu- 
fion by the charms of novelty (S). In the mean time all 

Syria 

y Appian. Dio, Veil. Paterc. ibid. 


(P) Tiberius had been ho- 
nouredSwith great employments 
by Julius Caefar, who had a 
particular efteem for him* Not- 
wit hftanding all the favours he 
had received at Ciefar’s hands, 
he declared for the confpirators. 
He had, by a timely fhght, 
avoided the fury of the profcrlp- 
tion ; and liding with Lucius at 
the beginning of this war, had 
fliut himfelf up with him in the 
city of Perulia, whence he 
found means to make his efcape 
into Campania, where he raifed 
the army mentioned above* 

( Q^) Livia was the daugh- 
tei»of Livius Drufus Claudia- 
nus, who was killed in the bat- 
of Philippi, fighting for 
Brutus and Cafiius. 

(R) Here we cannot help re- 
flefting, with Velleius Pater- 
culus, on the ft range turns of 
fortune j which ought leadb 


us, that as to future events, our 
fears are often as groundlefs as 
our hopes. Livia was flying 
from an enemy, whole affec- 
tions (he was one day to gain, 
and maintain to the hour of his 
death; and the infant ftie car- 
ried in her arms was to fucceed 
06 tavianus, and after him rule 
the Roman empire with ablb- 
lute power. 

(S) Nothing was talked of at 
court but feafts, fliows, and 
revels. Mirth, jollity, and 
pleafures had ban idled all 
bufinefs, all ferious thoughts. 
They gave their way of' living 
a particular name, calling it the 
inimitable life. They treated 
one another by turns, on which 
occafion their expencca were 
beyond all credibility. 

Cleopatra daily contrived new 
diverfions for Antony’s enter- 
tainment ; and the mofl incon^ 
lidcr- 
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Syria and Palaeftinc being grievoully opprefled with the 
taxes, the Aradians killed thofe who were fent to colleft 
-them; and joining the Palmyrenians, and feveral petty 
princes of Syria, called in the Parthians, which put the 
whole country into the utmoft confufion. For the Parthi* 
ans, on this invitation, palling the Euphrates under the 
command of PacorUs, their king's fon, and Labienus, a Ro- 
man general (T), overcame in a pitched battle Saxa, An- 
tony's lieutenant in Syria, and forced him to take refuge in 
Cilicia. After this vidtory, the two generals divided their 
army : Labienus, with one part of it, purfued Saxa into 
Cilicia, where he flew him, defeated his army, oyer-ran all 
Afia Minor, and forcing Antony's lieutenants into the 
iflauds, reduced all rlje places as far as the Hellefpont and 
the Aigean Sea. At the fame time Pacorus, with the other 
part of the army, fubdued all Syria and Phoenice as far as 
Tyre, which city alone held out againft him, the remains of 
the Roman forces in that country having got thither before 
him An account of thefc fucceflfes was brought to An- 
tony at Alexandria ; and at the fame time news came of 
the ill ftate of his affairs in Italy, and of the unfuccefsful 
w^r which his brother Lucius had waged with Odlavianus. 
When he received thefe tidings, recovering, as it were, 
from a fit of intoxication, he refolved at length to leave 
Cleopatra, and march againft the Parthians. With this 
view, having aflembled two hundred fhips, he failed to 
lyre.; but finding the adjacent country in the hands of the 
enemy, and receiving at the fame time difagrceablc letters 


* Dio, Appian. ibid, & in Parthicis. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 9- Epit. 
X.1V* iib. cxxvii. Plut. in Aiiroit, Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiv- cap. a;. 


liderable trifles, when managed 
by her, received fuch an air as 
made them agreeable diverfions. 
They otren rambled about the 
flrtcts in the night hand-in- 
hand, Cleopatra drelTed like an 
ordinary woman, and Antony 
like a flave ; and in that dif- 
guiie entering the public houles, 
mixed with the mob. Cleopa- 
tra took great delight in thefe 
expeditions, as they gave her 
room to difplay her wit and hu- 
mour in retorting the raillery of 
the vulgar. They frequently 
met with rough treatment, ancl 
frfiwtimcs iKith blo^^ This 


kind of behaviour, highly un- 
becoming a queen, and a Ro- 
man magiftrate, a general, and 
a conqueror, who was at this 
time forty and upwards, feemed 
very flrange to the grave and 
better fort of people; but the 
populace were highly plealed 
with their frolicks, faying of 
Antony, thqt they had gueat 
obligations tp him, for fhewing 
them his comical countenance^ 
and referring his tragical onp 
for the Romans. 

(T) This Labienus was the 
fbn of Titus Labienus, who had 
Uc^;e^t in Gaul. 

from 
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* fr<^;^i!tlv5a, he changed his refolution, and detemmed to 
" fail direftly to Italy . * 

After having reinforced the garrifon of Tyre, he de^ 
parted for Athens, where he met Fulvia, whom he highly 
'pjamed as the chief caufe of the late diforders. In this 
^jjty he received certain advice, ’that 0£lavianus had fecured 
Tranfalpine GauJ, apd forced the fon of Caleniis, after the 
death of his father, to join him with eleven legions, v^hicli 
Jie commanded in that province. As Tranfalpine Gaul 
had been, by a private agreement between the two trium- 
virs afe^r the battle of Philippi, yielded to Antony, he con- 
fidered this invafion as an open declaration of war; and 
.therefor^ putting, to fea without lofs of time, fet fail for 
Jtaly, :^thout fhewingthe leaft concyn for Fulvia, whom 
he left §ck at Sicyon. This fcornllM neglect completed 
what his infidelity had begun; for fhe died in that city 
' foon after her hufband’s departure. Antony, in crofiing 
the Ionian Sea, was met by Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
republican admiral > who, inftead of oppofing him, came 
on board his galley, and Surrendered the command of his 
fleet, induced to this afition by Afinius Pollio, who had fled 
from Italy after the furrender of Perufia, ,and taken refuge 
on board Domitius’s fleet. The two fleets, thus joined, an»- 
chored on the coaft of Epirus, and from thence failed for 
Brundufium. 

In this city 0£tavjanus had ftationed five legions, who 
flmt the gates ?gainft Antony, refufing admittance, not to 
him, they faid, but to Domitius, who was the inveterate 
enemy or 06l:avianus. Upon this refufal Antony imme- 
diately blocked up the place, and at the fiinie time dif- 
patched one of his officers to Pompey in Sicily, inviting 
that general to join with him againft Oflavianus, and in- 
vade Italy. Pompey readily accepted the propofal, made a 
defeent, and took fevcral cities on the coaft, while Antony 
purfued the liege of Brundufmm with great vigour. Oda- 
vianus, having affiembled his legions, and detached Agrippa 
- with a confiderable body againft Pompey, marched with 
the reft to the relief of the befieged city : but bis veterans 
refufing to draw their fwords againft Antony, he was 
obliged to liften to an accommodation, which at length 
w^s accomplilhcd hj the interpofitipn an^ management of 
Cocceius, Pollip, and the f^oua i^^secenas(U). This 
dangerous breach being p^ade ,J^^ apd flM psift 
affronts mutually forgiven, the foldicrs of the two armies, 

(U) Caius Cilniua Mfi^enas, s^gil and Horace as the liberal 
; ^ett known from th^f verlei pf jatron of die polite arts. 
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to make the friendftiip of their generals more lading, dc- 
fired it might flb cemented with the ties of blood ; and pro- 
pofed a match between Antony and Odtavianns’s fider Oc- 
tavia, who was lately become a widow by the death of Mar- 
cellus (W). Though the queen of Egypt had fo large a 
(hare in Antony’s heart, yet the match was no fooner pro- 
pofed to him, than he agreed to it with inexpreflible fa- 
tisfadion, at lead in appearance. 

At this juncture, the two triumvirs had an interview, in 
which, after mutual promifes of lading frienddiip, they 
agreed to a new partition of the Roman empire ; by virtue 
whereof Codropolis (X), a town of Illyricum, was to be 
the boundary of their dominions ; all from that place, wed- 
ward, was allotted 4 q Odtavianus; and all eadward, to 
Antony : fo that the former had Dalmatia, the two Gauls, 
Spain, and Sardinia ; and the latter, all the eadcrn pro- 
vinces, quite to the Euphrates. Africa was left to Lepi- 
dus, who had been fent by O^flavianus, with fix legions, 
into that province feme time before the arrival of Antony. 
It was agreed, that Antony fhould make war upon the Par- 
tisans, and 0£lavianus reduce Pompey, if he refufed to 
fubmit to reafonable conditions. .Italy was left common to 
both the triumvirs for raifing forces to carry on thefe wars. 
To thefe conditions Antony added, that OiSlavianus fliould 
pardon ]3omitius Ahenobarbus, and likewife all thofe who 
had borne arms againd him in the war of Perufia. The 
two generals, thus reconciled, rnarched together to Rome, 
where the marriage between Antony and Odtavia wms fo- 
lemnized with the utmodpomp and magnificence. When 
the ceremony was over, Antony, to give Odlavianus an un- 
nuis Jifisr, deniable proof of the fincerity of his intentions, difeovered 
that Salvidienus, one of his lieutenants, had offered him 
bis troops, and his fervice, when 0£lavianus fent him into 
Spain j and that he had repeated the fame offer at Brun- 
dufiiim. In confequence of this information, Oftavianus 
accufed Salvidienus of treachery before the fenate, who de- 
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^ (W) Odbviartys had a great (X) This city is called by 
vencrarion and tendernefs for Appian Scodra, the firuation 
his fiftcr ; and, to do he? judlce, whereof agrees with that of Co- 
rone of her fex ever had a het- dropolis. Scodra, novt' known 
ter claim to the efleem and ve- to the Turks by the name of 
ncration of mankind i for though Efcodar, and to the Italians by 
fhc excelled all the women of that of Scutari, was anciently 
her age, Cleopatra herfelf not the capital of the country of the 
excepted, in beauty, yet ^he of Illyricum, 

her . b iGt pr^siiu c6icf<;ity 

jpferiof to thofeof her mind. of Albania. 

dared 
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dared him an enemy to the people of Rome, fcntenced him 
to death, and ordered thanks to be publicly returned to the 
gods for the difeover/ of the treafon. At the fame time 
Manius, of whom we have already fpoken, was, by Anto^ 
ny’s order, put to death, as having been the chief author of 
the late difturbanccs *. 

Pompey, who was mafter at fea, keeping all the ports of Rome m 
Italy blocked up with his numerous fleets, P^ome was re- dijirefu 
duced to the utmoft extremity for want of proviflons, cfpe- 
cially of corn, which was become fo dear, that the people 
were extremely clamorous. In this emergency Antony 
preflTed his colleague either to make peace with Pompey, or 
oblige him, by a vigorous war, to recall his fleets, and leave 
the fea open for trade and navigation. .^draviaiius was more 
inclined to war, Pompey having lately conquered the iflands 
of Sardinia and Corfica ; but as be wanted money to carry 
it on, with Antony’s approbation, he laid two taxes on all the 
inhabitants of Rome and Italy j the one of four drachmas 
and a half for every flave, the other on all legacies. This ^heteotU 
impofition fo provoked the populace, that they affaulted rijf. 
06tavianus in the forum, and would have torn him in 
pieces, had not Antony haftened to his afliftance with a 
body of troops, which was encamped at the gates of the 
city. The rabble were foon difperfed, feveral of*them 
killed, and their bodies 4:hrown into the Tiber ; but, as the 
famine (till continued, the populace, notwithftanding the 
punifhment of a few, grew daily more outrageous. 

Antony, therefore, fearing a general infurre61ion, wrote Thtri* 
to Lucius Scribonius Libo, then in Sicily with Pompey his umpire 
fon-in-law, inviting him to Rome, to treat of an accommo- agree to 
dation between Ofiavianus, Pompey, and himfelf. Pom- 
pey was overjoyed at this propofal, as was alfo Statius Mur- 
cus ; but Menas, whom fome writers call Mcnodorus, one pey, 
of Pompey’s enfranchifed flaves, and a fea-officer of great 
experience and bravery, not only oppofed it, but with 
groundlefs infinuations entirely eftranged Pompey fromMur- 
cus, who prefled him, with great earnellnefs, to accommo- 
date all differences with the triumvirs, andreftore Italy to its^^ 
former tranquility. Murcus retired to Syracufe, where he 
was murdered by fome flaves, whom Pompey afterwards 
commanded to be executed, to clear himfelf from the mur- 
der. It was, however, commonly believed, that Menas had 
aflaffinated him by Pompey’s orders. Notwithftanding Ma- 
nas’s oppofltion, Pompey allowed Libp to go to Rome^ 
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where he perfuaded 0£bavianus and Antony to come to ar? 
interview with Pompey, that they might in perfon difcuft 
their pretenfions, and put an end to their difi’erences. To 
this propofal Pompey confented, at the earneft requeft of 
his officers ; and advanced with his fleet to the promontory 
formed by Mount Mifenus, where he and Libo in a galley, 
and the two triumvirs on a kind of mole made for that pur- 
pofe, exhibited their mutual claims and pretenfions. Pom- 
pey demanded to be admitted into the triumvirate, inftead 
of Lepidus, whofe authority declined daily. This demand 
feemed very reafonable to Pompey, but quite otherwife to 
Antony and 0<ftavianus ; fo that, after a warm and long 
difpute, they parted without coming to any refolution. 
Pompey, who knevv he had it in his power to reduce Rome, 
and all Italy, to thvi'utmoft extremity, and force the inhar 
bitants to take arms againft the triumvirs, was for breaking 
off the conference, and returning to Sicily \ but Libo ad- 
vifed him to continue the negotiations, at leaft by deputies i 
with this advice he complied. 

The fecond day he dropped his pretenfions to a place in 
the triumvirate, but propofed the following preliminaries ; 
I. That thofe who had been concerned in the death of 
far ffiould only be banifhed, and be at liberty to eboofe the 
plac^of their exile. 2 . That fuch as had been proferibed 
on any account whatever, ffiould be allowed to return to 
Rome. 3 . That the latter fiiould be reflored to the poflef- 
fion of their lands and fortune. Antony ami 0 £tavianus 
abfolutely rejetfled the t\yo firfl: articles, and only confented 
that thofe, w ho were not in the number of the coiifpirators, 
flmidd be allowed to purchafe their citates. Moil part of 
thofe who w ere about Pompey, tired with fuch a long and 
dellr^clive war, and dreading the fate of Murcus, declared, 
that they were willing to return to Rome even i|pon the 
conditions piopofed by the triumvirs; a declaration which 
fo difpleafed Pompey, that, in a tranfport of paffion, be 
lore his robe, calling thofe who fubmitted to fuch fiiame- 
ful conditions traitors, and cowardly deferters- “ Menns 
{fald he) is the only true friend I have in the world ; Me- 
'mis alone has given me wholefome and difinterefted advice.’* 
However, at the earneft entreaties of his mother Mutia, of 
Julia, Antony’s mother, and of Idbo, his father-in-law,* he 
confented to a fecond interview, in which, after three days 
debates, the following, articles were agreed to by the con- 
tending parties. 

I. lhat Pompey fhoiild be left in pofleffion of Sicily, 
Sardinia, Corfica, and the adjacent tflands ; and (hould be- 
fides have Peloponncfus yielded to him- au That he Ihoujd 
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h%ve the privilege of demanding the cohfulate, though ab- 
fent, and of difeharging that oiBce by any of his friends. 
3- That the dignity of pontifex maximus fhould be con- 
ferred upon him, and feventy thoufand great fefterces re- 
ilored to him out of his father’s confifeated eftate. 4. That 
fiich as bad taken refuge with him merely out of fear, 
fhould be allowed to return, and enjoy their eftates; and 
that the proferibed perfons, who were not guilty of Caefar’s 
death, fhould have only the fourth part of their eftates re- 
ftored. 5. That trade and navigation fhould be free ; that 
Pompey fhould withdraw his troops from Italy; that he 
fliould I'ufl'er no inroads or defeents to be made upon the 
coafls, nor build more fhips. 6. That he fhould not for 
the future receive the Haves who fl^d#to him; that thofc 
who had borne arms under him fhoul? be declared free ; 
and that his legionaries, when the time of their feiviee was 
expired, fliould have their fhare in the divihon of lands 
with thofe of Antony and O^Iavianus. 7. That he fhould 
immediately fend to Rome the corn he had retained, oblige 
the Sicilians to pay annually what corai was due to the re- 
public out of their ifland, and clear the Teas of all pirates. 

This treaty was figned by the three chiefs, and fent to 
Rome, to be depofited in the hands of the Veftals 'Phey 
then agreed to treat each other, in token of their fincerc re- 
conciliation ; and it fell to Pompey’s lot to make the firft 
entertainment. Antony alked him where he defigned to 
receive them ; in'Carinis,” anfwered Pompey pleafaniJy ; 
for the word carina, in Latin, figniBes ; and was like- 
wife the name of the ward, or part of the city, where Pom- 
pey the great had a ftately palace, which Antony had feized. 
Antony underftood the raillery, but was not very quick at 
repartees. On the day appointed for the entert;iinmeut, 
Pompey, having brought his galley near the fliore, and 
made a bridge to it from the promontory, received his two 
guefts with great politenefs. Here 0 £iavianus feemed to 
have forgot his ufual warinefs and circumfpc<!Pion ; and this 
entertainment would have cofl both him and his colleague 
dear, could Pompey have prevailed upon himfelf to violate 
the laws of honour and hofpitality. While they were at 
table, and Pompey and Caefar growing warm with wine, 
began to rally Antony upon his amours, and fondnefs for 
the fair Egyptian queen, Menas whifpered Pompey in the 
ear, “'You have now a fair opportunity of revenging the 
death of your father and brother, and making yourfelf maf- 
fer of the whole Roman empire ; it is but cutting the cable ; 

b Appian. Dio, Plat* ibid. 
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leave the reft to me/' The blow was fure, and the tempta- 
tion violent 5 Pompey’s fleet being drawn up in order of 
battle, and all the trii^mvirs forces afhore. Pompey, ftartled 
at the fudden propofal, replied, “ This you might have 
done without imparting it to me ; but now let us make the 
beft of our prefent condition, for I cannot prevail upon my- 
felf to violate my faith once given ” 

Antony and O^favianus treated Pompey in their turns, 
with great demonftrations of friendfhip ; for the confirming 
of which, and cementing it with new ties, Pompey, who 
was fincere, propefed a match between his daughter and 
M. Marccllus, the fon of 0£lavia by her former hufband ; 
which Odlavianus confenting to, they both entered into the 
ufual engagements^'^ Pompey for his daughter, and 0£la- 
vianus for his nephew, who was at that time but an infant. 
This is the famous M. Marcellus, whom O^tavianus ap- 
pointed his heir, failing iflue male of his own, and whofe 
virtues are fo highly commended by the prince of the Latin 
poets Before the three chiefs parted, they named confuls 
for the four following years ; Antony and Libo for the firft, 
0(^favianus and Pompey for the fecond, Domitius and So- 
fius for the third, and Antony and Csefar for the fourth. 
The confuls of this year, in which the treaty was concluded, 
were Cn. Domitius Calvinus and C. Afinius Pollio, who had 
fucceeded L. Antonius and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus ; 
but before their year expired, L. Cornelius Balbus and P. 
Canidius Crafius, on what account we know' not, were fub- 
ftitiitcd in their room 

All differences being thus compofed, Pompey, taking 
leave of Antony and Octavianus, returned to Sicily, and the 
other two repaired to Rome, where they w^ere welcomed 
with loud acclamations of the people, overjoyed to fee 
themfelves delivered from a cruel famine, which had begun 
to rage with great fury in the capital, and all the provinces 
of Italy. The jov of the people was increafed upon the re- 
turn of many illuilrious citizenvS, who had been prescribed 
by the triumvirs, or forced to fly their country through fear 
of falling into the hands of 0 £tavianus, after the furrender 
of Perufia (Y), Antony and Oftavianus, aftf r a fhort ftay 
at Rome, took leave of each other, and, quitting the capital, 
fet out, the former for Greece, and the latter for GauL 

* Vide Virg. J^^neld, fib. vi. yer, 8s6, & fcq. ^ Dio, lib. xlix. 

(Y) Among thefe were L* Nero, M. Cicero, the fon of 
Arruntius, M. Junius Silanus, the orator, and many other ci- 
C. bentius ^turninus, M. Ti- tizeus of great diltinaion. 
tjus, M. Claudius Tiberius 

Some 
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^mc nations beyond the Alps having attempted to flialtc 
>iF the yoke, Otlavianus, to whofe {hstre Gaul was fallen, 
narched againH: them in perfon ; and having eafily reduced 
ibem, repaired the Alps, and flopped in Hetnfria- Antony 
difpatched Ventidius into Afia, to flop the inroads of the 
Parthians ; but went himfelf no farther than Athens, where 
he fpent.the winter with 0£lavia, in the fame excefles of 
luxury, foliy, and cbildifh diverfions, as he had before en- 
joyed with Cleopatra at Alexandria (Z). 

In the mean time news w^ere brought to Antony of a fig- 
nal victory gained by Ventidius over the Paithians, for 
which he made great rejoicings ; but being informed at the 
fame time that Pacorus w^as making preparations, wdth a 
defign to invade Syria again, and ilAi^ing it inconfillent 
with his reputation to continue idle at Athens, and fuflec 
his lieutenant to deprive him of the glory of this war, he 
afl'embled his troops early in the fpring, and refumed, with 
the marks of his /lignity, all the majefly of a iloman general. 
When his army was ready to march, he made himfelf a 
garland of the olive-tree confecrated to Minerva, and filled 
aveiTel with the water of the Clepfydra, to carry along with 
him (A). He left Athens, after having made an entertain- 
ment for all the inhabitants of that populous city, and 
marched with his forces into the Eaft. Before he reached 

(Z) As he loved wine, he want money.’* Antony would 
was wonderfully pleafed with .abate nothing of the fum, which 
the title of Bacchus, which di- was levied upon all the inha- 
vinity he took upon him to per- bitants, who revenged them- 
fonute ill a proccllion he made felves, according to their cuf- 
upon the joyful tidings of the tom, with fatires and lampoons, 
fuccefs of his arms in the Eall, of which his amours with Cleo- 
During thele public rejoicings, patra were the chief fubje6l ; 
the Greeks fet no bounds to but he laughed at their jefb 
their flattery; they fell pro- and took their money ( i). 
flrate before the pretended Bac- (A) This was a fountain in 
chus, befeeching him to marry the citadeT of Athens, and was 
Minerva, the tutelar deity of called Clepfydra, as being 
their city. Antony confented fometimes full of water, and 
to the match ; but afked a thou- fometimes empty, like thofc 
fand talents for the portion of veflels which were anciently in 
the goddefs. Your father, ufe among the Greeks, and 
Jupiter, (anfwered one of the alfo the Egyptians, to meafurc 
Athenians), required no for- time by the running out of the 
tune with your mother Semele.*’ water. Antony imagined, that 

It is true (replied Antony) ; this water would not a little con* 
but Jupiter was rich, and I tribute to the fuccefs of his arms. 

(i) Plat in Anton. Applan. ibid. & Dio, ibid* 
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the feene of" aftioti Ventidids gained a third viaEory, fnorifc 
glorious than the other two ; whereby he fully revenged the 
death of CralTus, and redeemed the honour of the Roman 
name, which had fuffered much fince the battle of Carrhae; 
for Pacorus himfelf, with above twenty thoufahd of hisbeft 
men, was llain in this battle, of which we have given an 
account in our hiftory of the Parthians. Had Ventidius 
purfued all the advantages of this vi61:ory, he might have 
extended the bounds of the Roman empire to the banks of 
the'rigris; but not thinking it prudent to pufli his good 
fortune any farther, for fear of giving Antony umbrage, he 
turned his arms againlt thofe who had revolted in Syria and 
Phoeiiice, during the late war. 

Purfuant to thia8\lhrign, when Antony arrived, he was 
beheging Samofiita, the capital of Comagene, whither An- 
tiochuvS, king of that country, had retired. Antony, on 
his arrival, difmified this brave commander, and fent him 
to Home, to demand of the fenate and people the honours 
of a triumph, being glad to get rid of a fubaltern, wbofe 
glory cclipfed that of his general. Antiochus, from the 
beginning of the fiege, bad offered to Ventidius a thou- 
fand talents for his pardon, and promifed entire obedience 
and fubmiflion to all Antony’s commands. Thcfe offers 
being rejedled by Antony, the befieged, dreading his re- 
ft ntinent, defended the place with fuch vigour and intre- 
pidity, that the Roman general began to repent his not ac- 
c^*pting the firft offer. He was, in the end, glad to come 
to an accommodation with Antiochus for three hundred 
talents, that he might raife the fiege with honour, which 
otheiwife he fliould be forced to relinquifh in a fhameful 
manner, hie foldiers being difpleafed with his difmiffing 
Ventidius, under wbofe conduct they had gained fo many 
victories After this pacification, Antony, having ap- 
pointed Sofius hio lieutenant in Cilicia, Syria, and Palef- 
tine, lett the army to his command, and returned to Odta-* 
via at Athens. 

New difputes arifing between Pompey and Oftavianus, 
the latter was intent on making the neceffary preparations 
for war, being determined to feizc the firft opportunity 
that offered to invade Sicily, The late treaty of peace fcad 
regulated their pretenfions, but not their ambition ; and 
that animofity between Julius Caefar and Pompey the Greats 
which had laid wafte the Roman world, ftill fubfifted in 
the minds of their fuccellbrs. The apparent fubjc£l of their 
quarrel was Pcloponnefus, which had been yielded to Pom- 

• Piut. in Anton^ Appian. inParcbic. Dio, lib. xlix. p*405. 
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pcy, in virtue of the treaty. Oftavianus pretended, that 
the tributes, owing from that province to the republic be- 
fore the treaty, were due to the triumvirs, and that Pom- 
pey ought to he refponfible for them ; Pompey maintained, 
that they had yielded him that country free from all charges. 

As a breach was likely to enfue, Pompey caufed his old 
gallies to be rehtted, ar.d fcveral new fliips to be built- 
This ftep was contrary to the late treaty, and therefore a 
plaufible pretence for 06lavianus to invade Sicily. He 
therefore reinforced his army with new levies, and aflem- 
bled Ihips on the coafls of the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian 
fcas. 

Pompey, informed of thefe preparations, once more Rome re* 
blocked up the ports of Italy, and in*a^ort time reduced ducedat^am 
the populous capital to its former dillrefs. The people, 
threatened again with famine, began to complain, and 
feemed difpofed to mutiny, if their grievances were not 
foon redrefl'ed. But 0£lavianus, who had a numerous army 
on foot, continued his preparations for war, both by fea 
and land, without liftening to the complaints of the dif- 
contented populace. He urged Antony to leave Athens, 
and pafs into Italy, that they might confult about the molt 
proper meafures for cruftiing Pompey, their common rival. 

He likewife acquainted Lepidus with his defign, who was 
then in Africa, which had fallen to his (hare in the laft di- 
vifion of the Roman dominions, exhorting him to equip his 
fleet with all pofhble expedition, that they might adl in con- 
cert, and both invade Sicily at the fame time. Antony, in 
compliance with his requeft, came to Brundufium j but 
not finding him there at the time appointed, he returned 
to Athens ; whether out of fome diltruft he had of Oda- 
vianus, or becaufe he was alarmed by certain prodigies, is 
uncertain (B). Whatever his reafons were, he reimbarked, 
leaving a letter for Oftavianus, wherein he exhorted him 
to adhere to the conditions of the laft treaty. Lepidus, who 
Was a man of an indolent difpofition, fpent the whole fum- 
mer in making preparations, and did not leave Africa till 
the following year ; fo that the burden of the war fell upon 
0(5lavianus, whofc boundlefs ambition would allow him no 
reftj^ till he had got rid of fo powerful a rival, and made 
himfelf mafter of the wealthy ifland he poATefTed. 

(B) One of his centinels was bad omen. The inhabitants 
devoured by wolves, no part of of Brundufium told him, that at 
his body being left entire, ex- break of day they had feen a 
cept his face : this was a very vvolf come out of his tent, 
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In the mhlft of bis cares* and warlike preparations, he 
found no fmall relief in the agreeable converfation of Li-* 
via, with whole charms, and refined wit, he Wa3 fo en- 
chanted, that he divorced his own wife Scribohla {C j, and 
married her, though then big with child, her hulband Clau- 
dius Tiberius Nero not daring to oppofe the inclinations of 
fo powerful a lover. Livia had one fon by Tiberius, who 
bore his father’s name, and, three months after her mar- 
riage with Odavianus, Ihe was brought to bed of another, 
named Drufus. Of thefe children, and their mother Livia, 
we fhall have occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. 
The charms of Livia, however powerful, were not able to 
divert Odavianus from the purfuit of his ambitious views. 
He continueci bis warlike preparations, recalled the legions 
he had left in Tranialpine Gaul, and aflembicd a great num- 
ber of velTels in the ports of Hetruria, and at Ravenna, on 
the Adriatic fea. 

As his fleet was not yet in a condition to cope with that 
of Pompey, he muft have deferred his Sicilian expedition 
till the return of Antony, and the arrival of Lepidus, hai 
not fortune favoured him beypnd expeaation ; for Menas, 
the freedman of Pompey, an oificer of great valour and 
experience in maritime affairs, being offended with his maf. 
ter for not revenging the death of fome of his freedmen, 
killed by the fenators who were about him, revolted to Oc- 
tavianus ; and joining him with three legions, and .tbe nu- 
merous fleet which he commanded, delivered to him the 
illands of Lorlica and Sardinia. OAavianus received him 
With real joy : allowed him the privilege of wearing a gold 
ring, and fitting among the Roman knights, and appointed 
him commartder in chief of the fleet which he had brought 
over. This infult Pompey conCdered as a declaration of 
war ; and therefore immediately fent out Menecrates, a 
neeclman, and a mortal enemy to Menas, with a numerous 
hiuadron, to ravage the coafts of Italy ; but being met on 

bv r 'i ^ Oftavianus’s fleet, commanded 

by Calvifvus, and his ancient rival Menas, a bloody en- 
in which Menecrates and Menas diftin- 
Aemfelves above the other commanders. They 
were both men of great courage and intrepidity ; and there- 


(C) Scribonia was the filler 
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fofe, tegaMlefs of all danger, fought with a fury hardly to 
be paralTclcdk After a long and moll obftinate difpute be- 
tween the two rivals, Menecrates being dangeroufly wound- 
ed, Menas boarded and made himfcif maftcr of his galley^ 
Menecrates, ohoofing rather to die than fall into the hands 
of his mortal enemy, threw himfelf into the fea and pc- 
rifhed. Upon his death Dertiochaies, another freedman, 
taking upon him the command of the fleet, attacked Calvi- /!eet 
(ius’s fquadron fo vigoroufly, that he forced him to give defeated by 
way, took feveral of his gallics, funk others, and drove the 
reft againft the rocks, where molt of them wxre dafhed to 
pieces ; fo that Calvifius cfcapcd by the favour of the night 
only with a few gallies, and took refuge with Menas in the 
bay of Cum* ^ • \ 

0(ftavianus, who was then at Tarentum, where he had 
alTembled a numerous fleet, immediately refolved to pafs the 
ftreights of Mefl'ana, and join Caivifius and Menas. Being OBavianui 
attacked in that narrow pallage by Pompey and Democha- ii overcome 
res, who were returned to Mellana, molt of his fhips were ^ b^ompey^ 
cither funk or driven on the rocks ; Odaviaims himfelf 
gained the fliore with the utmofl difBciilty, where he nar- 
rowly efcaped falling into the hands of the enemy. But , 
being well acquainted with the defiles of a Neighbouring 
mountain, through bye-ways he reached the top of it, and 
there, with a few attendants, lay concealed. Having avoid- OBavianus 
ed one danger, he fell into another: a Have of jLsmilius in gretn 
Paulus, whofe father had been proferibed by OdVavianus, danger. 
feeing the triumvir without his ufual guards, thought this a 
favourable opportunity of being revenged on him for his 
cruelty towards his old m after ; and therefore approaching 
him with a dagger, attempted to ftab him 5 , but mifling his 
blow, as it was then very dark, he was immediately cut in 
pieces by the triumvir’s attendants s. While 0£lavianus 
remained on the top of the mountain, .Gornificius, who 
commanded under him, maintained the combat with great 
bravery 5 and, having funk Demochares’s lliip, continued 
fighting, notwithftanding the great lofs he had fuftained, 
till fun-fet, when Caivifius and Menas appearing unexpe 6 l- 
edly with their fquadrons, Pompey thought it advifeable to 
retreat. Next morning Odlavianus had the mortification 
to fee moft of his veftels ftranded upon the coaft ; foine 
half-burnt ; others ftill in flames, and the fea, to a great 
diftance, covered with the wreck. But what gave him the 
greateft uneafinefs was, to perceive the enemy’s fle€t ad- 
^ fancing in full fail againft Menas and Caivifius, who were 


f Appian, Dio, ibid# i Appian. lib, v. Dio, lib. xlviii, 
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j\ot 5n a condition to withftand them ; but as they were oti 
the point of engaging, a violent ftorm arofe, which induced 
Pompey to retire into the port of Mcflana ; but mod of 
0£lavianus’s fliips were either funk with all the men on 
board, or ttranded on the fhore. As the ftorm lafted all 
night, 0£tavianus, to avoid fo difmal a fpedlacle, went 
early next morning to Vibonium, or Vibo, a city of Bru- 
tium ; whence he fent Orders to his lieutenants to guard 
with the greateft care the coafts of Italy, left Pompey Ihould 
attempt an invafion : but he was fo far from improving the 
advantages he had gained, by attacking his rival on the 
continent, that, by an unpardonable negligence, he fullered 
the remains of his enemy’s fleet to retire unmolefted to 
Vibonium ^ 

Odavianus finding himfelf without ftiips or money, and 
at the fame time the people at Rome being ready to mu- 
tiny for want of corn, he difpatched Maecenas to Antony, 
foliciting his afliftance againft their common enemy. An- 
tony, who was then in Syria, as we read in Dio, or at 
Athens, according to Appian, promifed to aflift his col- 
league to the utmoft of his power. Accordingly, having, 
with amazing diligence, aflemblcd his fleet, he failed for 
Italy with three hundred ftiips. In the mean time, 061a- 
viaiius hearing of a complete vidlory gained by Agrippa 
oyer the revolted Gauls, would willingly have difpenfed 
witli Antony's alTiftance- He thought him already too 
powerful ; and therefore, under various pretences, would 
willingly have declined going to meet him. Thefe evafions 
highly difpleafed Antony, who had for a long time been 
jealous of his colleague : however, as he defigned to ex- 
change with 0(Savianus part of his fleet, which would be 
of no life to him in his intended expedition againft the 
1 arthians, for land-forces, he waited a long time for him 
at larentum, though he had been refufed admittance at 
Brundufium. 

At l^iigth he began to grow very uneafy, and to com- 
plain of Odavianus in reproachful terms. Odavia, who 
Antony from Greece, though then big with 
child,^ prevailed upon him to fend her to his colleague, not 
doubting that fhe could eafily remove all their jealoufies and 
lufpicions. On her journey to Rome, (he met her brother, 
with whom me had a conference, in the prefence of his 
two friends, Maecenas and Agripp^. After £he had, with 
great prudence and addrefs, anfwered the complaints of her 
brother againft her hiifband, (he conjured both him, and 

* Appian, l«o, tef ibid. 
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Jjis two favourites, with tears in her eyes, to Confider her 
fituation, and not fufFer her, inftead of the moft fortunate 
of women, to become the moft miferable : “ For at pre- 
fent (faid (he), the eyes of the whole Roman people are 
fixed upon me, on account of the ties which bind me to 
two of the greateft men in the world, being wife to one, 
and fifter to the other. If ralh counfels prevail, and war 
enfues, I (hall be miferable without redrefs \ for, on what 
fide foever victory falls, I fhalLbe fure to be the lofer.’' * 

06lavianus, foftened by the intreaties of a fifter whom Oeiavia 
he loved with the greateft tendernefs, confentcd to an in- 
terview with Antony; for which a place was chofen up- hufhandtl 
on a river between Metapontum and, Tarentum. An- an inter* 
tony went thither firft ; and, as foon aVi!e faw 0£favianus ww. 
advancing, leaped into a boat, in order to receive him on 
the other fide the river. 0£lavianus, not to be outdone by 
him in civility, embarked on the other fide ; fo that the 
two boats met in the middle of the river. After they had 
embraced each other, they had a friendly contefton which 
fide they (hould land. Antony was for landing on OcSlavia- 
nus’s fide, and Odfavianus on Antonyms ; but OcSlavianus 
at length prevailed, under pretence of waiting on his fifter, 
who was returned to Tarentum. They walked together to 
the city, where 0£lavianus fpent the night without any 
other guards about his perfon than thofe of Antony, who 
likewife went the next day without guards, and pafTed the 
night in 0£f avianus’s camp. All little differences between Their Af* 
them being fettled in an amicable manner, it was agreed, 
that Odfavianus ihould give Antony two of his legions to 
be employed againft the Parthians ; and that Antony, in 
return, fhould leave with him an hundred armed gallies. 

Befides, 0£l:avia obtained of her hufband twenty fmall 
Blips, or, as Appian has it, ten triremes, for her brother ; 
and of her brother a thoufand foot for her hufband. That 
their friendfhip and union might be more lafting, 0£tavia- 
nus betrothed his daughter Julia, whom he had by Scribo- 
nia, to Antyllus, Antony’s fon ; and they both agreed, the 
five years of the triumvirate being now expired, to prolong 
their authority for five years more, without confulting 
cithe* the fenate or people. After this accommodation, 

Antony departed once more for Syria. 06lavia accompa- 
nied him to Corcyra, whence, that (he might not be ex- 
pofed to the dangers of that expedition, he fent her back 
into Italy, to remain there till he had ended that war, com- 
liaitting her, and his children both by her, and his former 
wif^ Fulvia, to the usare of Q^vianus ^ 

in Anton. Appmn* p. 716, 7*7, Dio, lib- aurviiii p» 370, 391. 
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This laft now began to make vaft prcparatir.ns, both bjr 
fea and land, for his intended expedition againft Pompey. 
He appointed Agrippa commander in chief of his navy; 
and that brave officer, in a few months equipped, with in- 
defatigable induftry, a fleet able to cope with Pompey's. 
The fea and land-forces being ready to enter upon adion, 
0£lavianus refolved to invade the iflaiid in three different 
places at the fame time : Lepidus, whom he had fent for 
from Africa, was to land at Lilyba:um, on the fbuth of the 
iflaud ; Statilius Taurus, who was at Tarentum, on the 
eart; fule, at cape Pachynum ; and Odfavianus on the 
weflern coaft at cape Pelorum. Agrippa, with a numerous 
fquadron, was to cruife offMylaj, a city on the northern 
coaff of the ifland^^where Pompey had affembled all his 
naval forces. Menas had already, induced by his natural 
levity, abandoned the party of Odavianus, and returned to 
Pompey with his fquadron, not thinking himfelf confider- 
ed, as he deferved, by his new maftcr. Calvifius, though 
an officer of great experience in maritime affairs, was not 
employed in this expedition, having incurred the dif- 
pleafure of Oclavianus, for fuffering himfelf to be deceived 
by Menas, when he deferted to Pompey. 

All things being ready, the fleets, though in different 
ports, fet fail on the day agreed on, which was that of the 
new moon in the month of July ; both that day and month 
being facred to the memory of Julius Csefar. They had 
fcarce put to fea, when a violent ftorm defeated all their 
meafuies. Statilius Taurus, forefeeing it, returned to Ta- 
rentum with the hundred and two ftiips he commanded ; 
but the fquadrons of Giflavianus, Lepidus, and Agrippa, 
fuffered feverely ; that efpccially of Oftavianus, who loft 
fix of the fhips which Odfavia had given him, tw^enty-fix 
others, and a great number pf light veffels, called by the 
liatins liburnicse. Lepidus, who was come from Africa 
with twelve legions, and five thoufand Numldian horfe, on 
board eighty ffiips of war, and a thoufand tranfports, after 
haviflg loft Come of his veffels, landed at Lilybaeum, not- 
withftanding the oppofition he met with from Plennius, 
whom Pompey had pofted tliere with fome legions, and a 
great number of flingers and archers. All the other fqua- 
drons were driven back, and forced to take fiieltfi'r in 
different harbours. 

Odtavianus’s principal care was to refit his fleet, recruit 
his forces, and prevent the difturbances which this difafter 
might raife in Rome. Thither he difpatched Maecenas, 
who, with his ufual addrefs, foon calmed the minds of the 
people. At the fame time he went in perfon to the feyeral 
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ports where his ftips had taken (helter j and, by encourag- 
ing and ajmply rewarding the workmen, got his fleet refit- 
ted, and ready to put to fee again before the end of the 
fummer. In this fecond attempt he was attended M'ith 
better fortune than in the former ; for Mcfiala Corvinus 
landed fafe with three legions, and encamped near Tauro- 
minium at a fmall diftance from Lepidus ; feveral other 
legions were difembarked, without any confiderable oppo- 
fition, in other places of the ifland ; and Statilius Taurus 
made himfelf mafter of cape Scylaceiim on the conhnent, 
which Pompey had feized. On the other hand, Papias, 
one of Pompey’s admirals, falling in with a fqiiadron, 
which was conveying four legions to L^idus, attacked the 
tranfports, took fome of them, funk oIl)»jir8, and obliged the 
reft to return to Africa. 

OtSIavianus, who was then with his fleet in the port of 
Strongyle, one of the j^Lolian iftands, obferving ail the 
coaft of Sicily on that fide lined with Pompey’s forces, left 
the command of the fleet to Agrippa, and returned to Vi- 
bonium for the reft of his ftiips. Upon his departure, 

Agrippa, eager for an opportunity of fignalizing his valour, 
reduced Hiera, one of the -^olian iflands, a place of the 
utmoft importance. From thence he ftecred his courfe to- 
wards Mylse, with a defign to furprife Demoebares, who 
had in that port a fleet of forty fail under his command : 
but, being informed that Papias was advancing to the re- 
lief of Demochares, he thought it advifeable firft to engage 
the former, over whom be gained a complete vidlory. In and one of 
confequence of this vi£fory, 06Iavianus, who was then at Pnm^eys 
Scylaceum, thinking Pompey was blocked up by Agrippa, 
embarked the flower of his army, and landed in^the neigh- 
bourhood of Taurominium, with a defign to befiege that 
place. In the mean time, Pompey appearing unexpecfedly 
on the coaft with his fleet, both O^Iavianos, and his troops, 
were ftruck with fucb terror, that Pompey might have cafily 
cut them in pieces : but he, as the day was already far ad- 
vanced, inftead of attacking them without lols of time, re- 
tired with his land-forces to a neighbouring mountain, and 
there paflTed the night, which the enemy employed in for- 
tifying their camp. 

Next morning, by break of day, 0(flavianus, not doubt- 
ing but Pompey would attack his camp, left the defence of 
it to his lieutenants, L. Cornificius, Titinius, and Carcius, 
and went on board bis fleet. In flying from one danger he 
fell into another ; for Pompey, not thinking it advifeable 
tp attacTc his camp, which was well fortified, fell upon his 
fleet, attd foon convinced his rival, that if he wanted con- 

1 3 du£fj 
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Tmpty dt- courage. Oftavianus’s fleet ^as put 

ftaua to flight at the firft onfet ; fevcral of his (hips were taken, 

jquaaron and the reft, a fmall number only excepted, cither funk or 
burnt. As the battle was fought near the ftiorc, fuch of 
%atiuu Odavianus’s men as could fwim, took refuge in the camp 
of Comificius ; but the reft were, for the moft part, either 
drowned or taken. Od^vianus made his efcape in a boat ; 
and leaving hie troops aftiore to ftiift for themfelves, made 
for Abala, a city on the coaft of Italy, being attended only 
by one domeftic. Quite exbaufted with the fatigue he had 
undergone, and ovei whelmed with grief and chagrin, on 
account of his defeat, he lay down on the open ftiore, and 
fell into fo found a fleep, that he was carried, without wak- 
ing, by fome ofSc^fs who knew him, to a camp, which 
Meflala had formed m that neighbourhood for the defence 
of the coaft. His firft care, after he awaked, was to pro- 
vide for the fafety of the troops he had left in Sicily under 
the command of Comificius. With this view he imitie- 
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diately difpatched a meflenger to Agrippa, enjoining him 
to fend immediateljr a ftrongbody of legionaries, under the 
command of Laronius, to their afliftancc. Comificius was 
reduced to the utmoft extremity ; he could receive no provi- 
fions by fea, which was befet by the enemy’s vidforious 
fleet, and all convoys by land were intercepted by Pompey’s 
Niimidian cavalry. In this extremity he was forced to 
abandon his camp, without knowing what route to take : 
at length he refolyed to march towards Mylse, which 
had ftized i but was fo harafled all the way by the 
enemy s parties, that his men began to defpair, and give 
themfelves up for loft. Comificius made every effort to 
^pport their drooping courage, till they found themfelves 
ihut up Iw the enemy’s troops in a narrow valley, called 
the Fiery Brook ; the ground being entirely covered with 
duft and alhes, thrown out by Mount AEna, without any 
rivulets, they muft inevitably have perifhed with 
thirft, or furrendcred at diferetion, had not the fuccours 
lent by Agrippa difengaged them from the defperate condi- 
Uon to which they were reduced. At the approach of the 
Koman legions the Numidians retired, leaving Comificius 
to purfue his march without the leaft difturbance. That 
gei^ral was fo pleafed with his retreat, that on his return 
to Kome, when he was invited to fup with hi^ friends, 
e always returned mounted, as it were in triumph, on 
an elephant, having probably made ufe of that warlike ani- 
maJ in his retreat 

Annul;' ru '• ’ib. iii. c»p. 79 . Suet, in oaavio. 
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Oflavianus returning from Sicily, had joined Agrippain 
the neighbourhood of Tyndarisi where be was encamped 
with twenty-one legions, two thoufand horfe, and five thou- 
fand lighuarmed foot. From thence they both marched to 
befiege Meflana, hoping to draw Pompey to a battle, who 
had lodged alibis military (lores, provifions, and treafures 
in that city. As they approached the place, Lepidus joined 
them with all his fea and land-forces \ and the city was 
clofely invefted by fea and land. Pompey having alTembled 
all his troops, polted himfelf at a fmall diftance from 0£la- 
vianus’s camp, and at the fame time drew together his 
fquadrons, ordering them to watch the motions of the 
enemy's fleet, which blocked up the harbour. After feveral 
motions and flight engagements betw«(^^ the fleets as well as 
the land-forces, Pompey challenged 0£lavianus to end their 
differences by afea-fight, with three hundred (hips on a fide. 
This propofal was no way agreeable to Oftavianus, who 
had not hitherto been attended with any great fuccefs by 
fea : however, depending on the valour and experience of 
Agrippa on one fide ; and, on the other, fufpedling the 
fidelity of Lepidus, who had, according to fome, twelve, 
according to others, twenty, legions under his command, 
he accepted the challenge ; and a day was appointed for the 
decifivc action. Great preparations were made on both 
fides for an event which was to decide the fate of the con- 
tending parties. 

When the day arrived, both fleets appeared early in the 
morning, drawn up in battalia, between Mylae and Naulo- 
cus : upon which the two armies ran to the (bore, there 
being then a kind of truce between them, to behold the ac- 
tion on which their fate in great meafure depended. The 
fignal was given, and the engagement began with that fury 
which is peculiar to men who are more animated by private 
hatred and party rage than by motives of glory and con- 
queft. Agrippa behaved with his ufual bravery ; and Pom- 
pey, knowing all lay at (lake, diftinguifhed himfelf from 
the beginning to the end of the adlion by remarkable feats 
of valour. Never was viftory difputcd with more obftinacy, 
the foldrers, as well as olficers, of both parties, fighting, 
after the example of their generals, with incredible refolu- 
tioTi and intrepidity. The vidlpry continued long doubtful, 
but at length every thing yielding to the vajour and fuperior 
condufl of Agri^a, Pompey's fleet was put to flight, and 
that unfortunate Koman obliged to own himfelf conquered. 
Of his numerous fleet only fcventcen veflTels efcaped, the 
I 4 reft 
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reft being taken, burnt, or deftroyed ^ (D). He might, 
after this defeat by fea, have Joined bis land*forces, and en- 
couraged them with his prefence but he left them at the 
mercy of the conqueror, and taking on board his daughter 
and fome of his friends who were in MelTana, together with 
the treafures he bad lodged in that city, he pafTed the 
ftieights in the night, and fteered his courfe towards Afia 
with fcventeen gallies, the poor remains of a fleet of three 
hundred and fifty fail. His dcfign was to throw himfelf 
upon the mercy of Antony, whofe mother, Julia, he had 
formerly received and entertained with great hofpitality, 
when file abandoned Rome during the war of Perufia. 

Tifienus Gallus, one of his lieutenants, immediately fub- 
mitted to the conqu^pr, with all the forces under his com- 
mand. Plennius, Vho commanded eight legions in Lily- 
bseum, upon the firft news of Pompey’s defeat, marched 
with incredible expedition to Meflana, and threw himfelf 
into the place, before 06favianus or Agrippa had any in- 
telligence of his defign : but finding there were no hopes 
of relief, he took the advantage of Odavianus^s abfence to 
capitulate with Lepidus, who granted him honourable condi^ 

iLiv. Veil. Patercul. Suet. Appian. Dio, Orof, ibid. Flor. lib.iv. 
cap. i8. 


(D) Demochares, one of his 
adtnirah, was taken prifoner, 
bur killed himfelf, to avoid the 
difip'iice of being led in tri- 
umph. Apollophanes, his o- 
thcr admiral, yielded himfelf 
and his galley to Agrippa, in 
the beginning of the adfion. 
What became of Papias, an- 
other ot his 1 reed-men, in whom 
he placed great trull, wc know 
nor, none of the ancients mak- 
ing any mention of him in the 
account ^ they give us of this 
gieatac^lion. Menas had long 
k^forc the battle, with his uluai 
inconftancy and pcrfidituifneis, 
abandoned Ponipey the fecond 
time, and gone ovc*r with his 
fpj'ddron to Odavianus, who 
received him rather ro weaken 
the enemy’s party than to 
firt'iigthcu his own j for know* 


ing he was not a man to be 
trulled, he gave him no com* 
mand, and difplaced all the 
officers of the fquadron he 
brought with him. This trea- 
cherous wrejtch, whofe courage 
and experience were worthy of 
a more' noble mind, retired, if 
we believe Horace, with great 
wealth, and ferved afterwards 
in the poftof a military tribune. 
The glory of this vidory was 
entirely ow’ing to Agrippa ; for 
Odavianus, if Antony is to be 
credited, had not the courage 
even to look at the two navies 
drawn up in battalia ; but in a 
great fright lay dowm in <iliis 
galley, w ith his eyes lifted up 
to heayen, like one befide him- 
fell, and continued in thatpof- 
ture till Agrippa had put the 
enemy to flight. 
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tions, and incorporated the troops he commanded among 
his own legions. Agrippa, whom 0£tavianus had left to 
carry on the fiege with Lepidus, exclaimed againll this un- 
fair conduct, intreating him to wait till the arrival of his 
colleague, which at fartheil would be next morning. But 
Lepidus, without regarding his remonftrances or intreaties, 
received Plennius into his camp, and gave up the city to be 
plundered by his foldiers. Octavianus, arriving at break of 
day, fent fome of his friends to his colleague’s camp, to com- 
plain, in his name, of thefe proceedings : Lepidus, who 
had now twenty-two legions under his command, anfwered 
with great haughtinefs, that he would not fufler Odlavianus 
to take upon him all the authority of the triumvirate, when 
he had an equal right to his fliare. this reply, 0£la- 

vianus, having firlfc gained over the greatell part of Lepi- 
dus’s officers, repaired to his camp, attended with a ftrong 
body of horfe, under pretence of fettling matters in an ami- 
cable manner. He no fooner appeared, than Plennius's le- 
gions flocked to him, offering him their fervice. Lepidus, 
alarmed at this unexpected attempt, fell upon Odlavianus 
at the head of his guards, killed his fhield-bearer, wounded 
him, and obliged him to retire in fome confufion. 

Next day, however, Lepidus had the mortification to fee 
himfelf abandoned by all his troops, who, with their en- 
figns difplayed, marched out of their camp in good order, to 
join his rival (K). The unhappy triumvir, being thus aban- 
doned, quitted all the marks of his authority, and, putting 
on a mourning robe, after having remained fome time un- 
r<:gnr<jed in the throng of thofc who made their fubmilRons 
to Odlavianus, threw himfelf at the feet of his colleague, 
and, with great meannefs, begged his life ; which was grant- 
ed him, with his cllate, 0£lavianus defpifing him too much 
to take it from him : Suetonius is the only writer who fays, 
that O^lavianus baniflied him to Circeii, a fmall town on 
the coaflof Latium. That he attained to be one of the fu- 
preme governors of the Roman empire, was entirely owing 
to fortune; for he neither poflTefTed valour nor diferetion. 
After he had thus fallen from the high flation to which for- 


(E) Appian tells us, that Oc- 
tayia«us went alone to the camp 
ot Lepidus, depending on his 
own merit, and the authority 
he had gained by his vidtories, 
Pompey’s foldiers looking upon 
hiVn with refpedl:, and drawing 
round him. Hereupon Lepi- 
du£ ordered his guards to dif- 


perfe them, and fall upon Odla- 
vianuSjWho, notwithflanding the 
wound he received, went to the 
place where the eagles of the le- 
gions were kept, and, taking 
one of them, exhorted the le- 
gionaries to follow him ; which 
they did accordingly, abandon- 
ing their own gencrah 
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tunc had raifed him, he was no more regarded, but ended 
his life in obfcurity and contempt. Thus the whole autho- 
rity of the triumvirate devolved upon Antony and 0£lavia- 
nus, who held the Roman empire divided between them, 
the former having all the Eaftfrom the borders oflllyricum, 
and the Adriatic Gulf, and the latter all the reft (F). 

06lavianus, having ftaid fome time in Sicily, to fettle af- 
fairs there, returned to Rome, where he was received with 
all poflible demonftrations of joy : the fenate in a body met 
him at the gates, and conducted him to the Capitol, followed 
by the people crowned with garlands ; from the Capitol, af- 
ter he had returned thanks to the gods for the fuccefs of his 
arms, they attended him to his palace. The next day he af- 
fembled the fenate^ according to cuftom, in the temple of 
Bellona; where, ih a ftudied fpeech, which he caufed after- 
wards to be publilhed, he gave the fathers an account of his 
expedition, and aftured them, that he had undergone fo 
many toils and dangers with no other view than to reftorc 
Jionoufs peace and tranquility to Rome. . When he had ended his 
fpeech, he withdrew, and thefenators, no longer a^uated 
liberty, or any fenfe of honour, meanly de- 
creed him fuch honours as he was afliamed to aftume. 
However, he allowed them to ereeft a ftatue of gold to his 
honour in dhe forum, with this infeription ; To Caefar, 
for having reftored peace by fea and land and to appoint 
an annual feaft to be celebrated on the day of his viiflory 
over Pompey. A triumph was decreed him ; but he was 
fatisfied with an ovation, which honour he enjoyed on the 
ides of November He then aflembled the people ; and, 
having returned them thanks for the honour they had be- 
ftowed on him, he reduced the taxes, and forgave thofe 
w'ho had hired houfesof the public all the rents they owed 
to the treafury. As the city and country had been greatly 


w Appian. hb. V.. p. 741. Dio, lib. xHx. 
Odtavio. n Appian. lib. v. p. 746. 

butt. ibid. cap. *2. Orof. lib. vi. cap. ig. 
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(F) The war in Sicily being 
at an end, the legionaries began 
to mutiny, and demand their 
difebarge, with the fame re- 
wards w'hich had been bellowed 
on thofe who had overcome 
Brutus and Caffius in the plains 
of Philippi, 0(ftavianus en- 
deavoured to appeafe the muti- 
Bcers, by feir promlfes ; but 


they refufed to march, till he 
had fatisfied their demands. He 
was at length obliged to d^fmifs 
thole whofe time of fervice was 
expired, to the number of twen- 
ty thoufand. The others he 
pacified with large promifes, 
and a donative of five hundred^ 
drachmas a man, which he le- 
vied upon the Sicilians. 
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infefted, during tHe late troubles, with thieves and robbers, 
lie charged Sabinus, one of his lieutenants, to purfue them 
with fire and fword ; and efiablifhed at Rome fcveral com- 
panies for the guard of the city, under the command of an 
officer, whom he ftyled pr^fe£f us vigiluna. By thefe means 
peace and tranquility were reftored, not to Rome only, but 
to all Italy \ which, together with the plenty he procured, 
gained the affe£l:ions of the people to fuch a degree, that 
fome cities ere£fed altars to their benefactor, efpecially after 
one generous a£lion, which infpired them with a high opi- 
nion of his prudence and humanity. He had found, among 
Pompey’s papers, a great many letters from fome of the 
chief men in the fenate : thefe he brought into the forum, 
and, before all the people, threw them unopened into the 
fire, proteftinjg, that he facrificed his private refentments 
to t,he good of the public : at the fame time he folemnly de- 
clared, that his intention was, to refign his authority as 
foon as Antony fhould return from the Parthian war. This 
declaration, however infincere, entirely gained him the 
hearts and afFe^lions of the undifeerning multitude, who 
immediately chofe him tribune of the people for life, hoping 
this new dignity would induce him to lay down the more 
odious title of triumvir. He readily accepted the perpetual 
tribune fliip, which rendered his perfon facred and inviolable; 
but delayed the fuppreffion of the triumvirate till the return 
of Antony, to whom in the mean time he fent Bibulus to 
make him acquainted with his refolution. Thefe precau- 
tions being taken, he left Rome, and marched, at the head 
of his army, againft the Illyrians, who had fliaken olF the 
Roman yoke. 

During thefe tranfaftlons at Rome, Pompey occafioned 
great difturbances in the Eaft. From Sicily he failed to the 
illand of Lefbos, where he was informed of the ill fuccefs 
which had attended Antony in his expedition againll the Par- 
thians. In confequence of this intelligence he began to en- 
tertain thoughts of taking Antony’s poll in the Eaft, or at 
leaft of fharing with him the empire. With this view, he 
fent ambaffadors to the kings of rontus, Thrace, and Par- 
thia, foliciting their friendlhip, and offering them very ad- 
vantageous terms. At the fame time he drew together a 
body of troops, protefting, that his defign was to affift An- 
tony, and defend hlmfelf againft Oflavianus. Antony, in- 
formed of thefe proceedings, commanded Marcus Titius to 
take upon him the command of the army that was quartered 
-iji Syria, and watch the motions of Pompey. Titius was 
ordered to receive him with all marks of honour, if he fur- 
rendered himfelf and hU troops ; ]^ut to cut both him and 
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Ins army in pieces, if fie refufcd to fnbmit. Pompey, be- 
fore the arrival of Titius, had pulled off the malk, and taken 
feveral cities of Alia Minor, among the reft, Nicsea and Ni- 
comedia : Titius, therefore, taking with him Furnius, An- 
tony’s lieutenant in Afia, marched againft him, and> having 
defeated his little army, obliged him to furfender at di£ 
cretion. When Antony had notice of his being taken, he 
wrote to Titius to put him to death ; but, changing his re- 
folution, he fent a fecond letter, countermanding that order : 
but the fecond meflenger arriving before the firft, Titius 
perverfly interpreting the laft order he received to be the lall 
that was fent him, put the unfortunate captive to death. 
This aftion rendered Titius fo odious to the Roman people, 
who flill retained ^ regard for Pompey and his family, 
that they could never after endure to fee him, but drove 
him out of the circus with hifles and curfes, even while he 
was entertaining them with games and fhews at his own cx- 
pence ®. 

It was believed, that the death of Pompey would have put 
an end to all civil wars : but the unbounded ambition of Oc- 
tavianus and Antony foon involved the Roman ftatein new 
troubles. The paflion Antony had for Cleopatra, and the ex- 
travagant prefents of whole provinces which hebeftowed on 
her, feryed 0<Cbavianus for a fpecious pretence ta make war 
upon him j though his real motive was to deftroy a com- 
petitor formidable by his valour, and the high reputation he 
had gained among the foldiery. Antony had left O^avia 
in Italy, and pafled into Syria; whither he invited Cleopa- 
tra, and bellowed on her all Phoenice, Coelefyria, Cyprus, 
and a great part of Arabia and Judaea. Thcfe profufe gifts 
much difpleafed the Roman people, who daily publillied 
icurrilous lampoons, cenfuring his condudl, on account of 
his fcanclalous connexion with Cleopatra. Soon after, he 
marched againft the Parthians with thirteen legions, ten 
thoun,nd Gaul.(h or Spanifli horfe, and aboTC thirty thou- 
fund ight-armed foot. This army, vrhicb made all the 

t tremble, ferved only to render his retreat morefhame- 
ful as we have related in our hiftory of the Parthians. 
a 1 the misfortunes he experienced in that fatal expedition 
were owing to his paflion for Cleopatra, which caufed.bim 
to neglect the more proper meafures, to follow thofe only 
which might haften Ins return to that bewitching woman, 
the Romans were highly incenfed agaiiift him: but what 
moft incenfed them, was his feizing Artabazes king of Ar-^ 

V' Sttaliu, lib. iii. p. I4.1. Li». 
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menu in a mod treacherous manner, and leading him in 
triumph into Alexandria, the Romans confidering the ho- 
siour of triumphing, as appropriated wholly to their city. 

C)£tavianus took advantage of Antony’s impolitic con- O^avianus 
du(d, to eftrange the minds of the people from him j and ftirs uptim 
when he found them fufficieritly exafperated, he refolved to 
fend his fiRer Oftavia to her hufband, that he might have 
a planfible pretence to declare war, if he fliould offer her 
the affront of fending her back without feeing her. Antony 
was then returned from his Parthian expedition, and wait- 
ing at Leocopolis, or, as Piiitareh calls it, Lcucocome, for 
the arrival of Cleopatra. The queen brought with her 
deaths for the foldiers, and great fums of money to be dif- 
tributed among them. Alnioft at the :fa'fne time Niger, one 
of Antony’s particular friends, arrived fA>m Ociavia, who 
had already reached Athens, with letters from her to her 
hulband ; wherein fhe acquainted him, that flic had cloath- 
ing for his foldiers, a great many horfes, and rich prefents 
for his friends and officers, with two thoufand cholen men 
well armed, to recruit the prsctoriaii cohorts. Thcfe were 
very unwelcome news to the queen, who, dreading the pre- 
fence of fo -virtuous a rival, feigned ^ deep melancholy, 
and pretended to be dying for lov ; (he affeded to gaze 
upon Antony with languifhing eyes, and adefpairing coun- 
tenance, like one tianfported with paflion ; flie pretended 
to figh involuntarily \ ftie let fall tears in his prefence, and 
dried them up in hafle, as if flic had been anxious to con- 
ceal them, and afhamed to have him a witnefsof her weak- 
nefs. By thefc artifices the crafty queen gained the afeend- Antony 
aut over Antony, and prevailed on him to order Oclavia 
not to purfue her journey into Syria, but return to Rome, 

After this weak ffep, he returned with Cleopatra to Alex- 
andria, where be pafled the winter with her in all manner 
of luxury, pomp, and voluptuoufnefs. 

This injurious treatment of Odiavia drew on him the re- 
fentrnent of the Romans, who were ftill more provoked at ghjts^ nenm 
his condu6t about this time at Alexandria ; for having feaft- occafwn •/ 
ed the whole people of that metropolis, he aflembled them 
in the gymnafium, and, caufing a throne of filver to be 
erected there with two feats of gold, the one for himfelf, 
tbc*bther for Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his 
children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, Cyprus^ 

Africa, and Ccelefyria ; and joined with her, as her col*- 
league, Caefarion, whom (he had by Julius Cjefar. As for 
Hus own children, by Cleopatra, he gave to Alexander Ar- 
menia, Media, Parthia, and the reft of the eaftern provinces 
from the Euphrates to the Indus; on Cleopatra, the twin 
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After of Alexander, he beftowed Libya and 
afliened to Ptolemy, whom he furnamed Philadelphus, 
PhKnice, Syria, Cilicia, and all the countries of the Lefler 
Afia from the Euphrates to the Hellefpont : finally, he con- 
ferred on each of thefe princes the title of King of Kings. 
What fetmed moft remarkable in this folemnity was, that 
Cleopatra appeared habited like the goddefs Ifis, and An- 
tony like the god Ofiris ; and from that time both frequently 
gave audience to the people in the attire which was 
thought peculiar to tbofe deities r. ' . 

Ocfavianus, availing himfelf of the general refentment 
againft Antony, which this divifion of provinces occafioned 
at Rome, accufed him, before the fenate and people, or 
this and leveral otjiep attempts injurious to the rnajefty ot 
the Roman empire ^ v^hich charge Antony being informe 
of, he fent fome of his friends to Rome to plead bis caiifc, 
and accufc 0£lavianus in his turn. The chief articles he 
preferred againft him, were, i. That he had not fhared 
with him the ifland of Sicily, which was lately taken froni 
Pompey : 2. that he had not made reftitution of the (hips 
he had lent him : 3. that having abrogated the power of 
Lepidus his colleague, he bad appropriated to himfelf the 
army, government, and revenues of Ijhat triumvir : laftly^ 
that he had divided almoft all Italy among his own foldiers, 
and referved nothing for bis. To thefe accufations Ofta- 
vianus replied, that he had not difmiffed Lepidus from his 
government, till he had made it appear that he was unfit 
to govern : that as to what he had obtained by the war, he 
would divide it with Antony, when he gave him his fhare 
of Armenia: and as for Antony’s foldiers, they could not 
furely value or claim a few acres of land in Italy, after they 
had conquered all Media, and reduced the wealthy empire 
of the Parthians, by the mighty exploits they had perform- 
ed under the conduft of their invincible general. Antony 
was fo provoked at this farcafm, that though he had already 
marched to the river Araxes, with a defigri to invade Par- 
thia, he dropped that expedition, and ordered Canidius, 
one of his lieutenants, to march at the head of fixteen le- 
gions, to the coafts of the Ionian fea, and there keep him- 
felf in rcadinefs to pafs into Europe at a day’s warningr 
Antony himfelf haftened with Cleopatra to Ephefus, 
where his lieutenants had aflembled eight hundred veflels, 
of which the queen furniftied two hundred, with twenty 
thoufand talents, and provifions for the w'hole army. Aiij^ 
tony was advifed by bis friends to fend back Cleopatra into 
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Egypt, there to wait the event of the war; but (he# dread-‘ 
ing a peace might be made in .her abfcnce, upon condition 
of Antony’s again receiving Oclavia, and excluding her, 
prevailed upon Canidius, with a large fum of money, to 
reprcfent to Antony, that it was not juft to drive away a 
princefs with difgrace, who bore fo great a part in the charge 
of the war ; that it would be highly impolitic to difoblige 
the Egyptians, who made fo confiderable a part of his na- 
val forces ; and finally, that Cleopatra w^as not inferior to 
any of the kings who attended him, in prudence and good 
fenfe, as was manifeft from her governing fo mighty a 
kingdom alone. It was happy for Odtavianus, that this coun- 
fel took place. Cleopatra was allowed to ftay ; fhe and 
her paramour left Ephefus, and fet fail/th" Samos, the place 
of the general rendezvous. Thither all the kings, princes, 
and nations, from Egypt to the Euxine fea, and from Ar- 
menia to Illyricuin, w^ere ordered to fend men, arms, and 
provifions. It was at the fame time proclaimed, that all 
ftage-players, dancers, fingers, and buffoons, fhould 
to the fame ifland ; fo that fometimes a fhip, thought to be Samos, 
laden with foldicrs, and warlike ftores, was fraught with 
feenes, machines for the ftage, muficians, and players. 

Thus, while the reft of the.world was in the greateft dread 
of the approaching war, joy, and all kinds of pleafures, 
reigned at Samos, as if they had abandoned all other places 
to rcfide there. Thither each city, within the limits of 
Antony’s government, was ordered to fend an ox to be of- 
fered in facrifice ; and the kings who attended him were 
in a perpetual difpute, who fhould make the moft magnifi- 
cent feafts; infomuch that it became a common quellion, 
among the fpe£lators, ** What will they do by w^ay of tri- 
umph after the victory, fince they make fuch rejoicings at 
the opening eff a dangerous w ar ** 

From Samos, Antony failed for Athens, where he lived andAihtns* 
in the utmoft luxury and voluptuoufnefs (G). While he 
was at Athens, C. Sofius, and Domitius Aheiiobarbus, the 
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(G) Cleopatra, who accom- 
panied him, being jealous of 
the honours Odavia had receiv- 
ed at Athens, infinuated her- 
felf, with all the civilities ima- 
ginable, into the favour of the 
-Athenians, >vho in requital, de- 
creed her honours beyond the 
condition of mortals, and de- 


puted feveral'of the citizens to 
wait upon her at her houfe with 
the decree. At the head of 
this deputation was Antony 
himfelf, he being free of A- 
thens : and, as he was chofea 
their fpeaker, he harangued the 
queen in the name of the peo- 
pie. 
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confuls of this yeat^ ^ere obliged to leave Rome, ttot 
thinking themfelves fafe in that city^ after they had taken 
upon them to defend Antony. They both took refuge in 
Athens, and incenfed Antony to fuch a degree againft Oc- 
tavianus, that he folemnly divorced Oflavia, and fent pro- 
per officers to Rome to force her from his houfe. 

During Antony’s refidcnce at Athens, many of his 
friends, being ill-treated by Cleopatra, for oppofing her de- 
fign of attending Antony in the war, abandoned him, and 
went over to OcStavianus ; among the reft, Plancus, and 
Titius his nephew. Plancus, on his arrival at Rome, ac- 
cufed Antony before the fenate of feveral crimes, with fo 
much bitternefs, that Coponius could not forbear faying to 
him, “ Surely you , never obferved what you now lay to 
Antony’s charge fill the evening before your departure;” 
reproaching him either with bafenefs in enduring thofe 
crimes fo long, or with flupidity, in not difeovering them 
fooner. Pollio’s condu6f was as generous as Plancus’s was 
infamous. Pollio had abandoned Antony, and lived pri- 
vately ill Italy, ever fince his firft intrigues with Cleopatra ; 
but when Odlavian us prefled him to ferve under him in this 
war, he anfwered frankly, I have ferved Antony better, 
perhaps, than he has rewarded me : however, as the fa- 
vours I have received from him are more known than the 
fervices I have done him, to avoid the imputation of ingra- 
titude, I will not take up arms againft him, but quietly 
wait the event of the war, and be at the diferetion of the 
conqueror.” 

Amony had made a will in favour of Cleopatra, highly 
injurious and diflionourable to the Roman people, and 
lodged it with the Veftals at Rome. Plancus and Titius, 
who had been privy to all his fecret counfels and defigns, 
gave notice of it to Odiavianus, by whom it was immedi- 
ately demanded. The Veftals anfwered, that they could 
not deliver it up, without a facrilegious breach of the truft 
repofed in them ; but that Odtavianus might, if he thought 
fit, come and feize it in perfon. He took this method ac- 
cordingly ; having firft read it over in private, and made 
maiks upon tliofe places which he thought moft for his 
purpofe, he called the fenate, and caufed it to be recited in 
meir hearing. In this will Antony declared, that Caefarion, 
Cailar s fon by Cleopatra, was born in lawful wedlock, and 
therefore was the true heir of Julius Caefar. This was dif- 
pofleffing Odiavianusof the inheritance which he held only 
as the adopted fon of the didfator. By the fame will Jhe“ 
bequeathed moft of the Roman territories, which were 
under his command, to Cleopatra and her children ; and 
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0tAdfed his bodf, wherever he fhould dlef though at Rome, 
to be fent into Egypt to Cleopatra, to be buried as ihe 
ihould direft- Odavianus artfully enlarged on that part 
of the will which related to Antony's funeral, and on his 
robbing the Roihan people of their provinces, to enrich a 
foreign princefs, who was an enemy to Rome. As thcfe 
charges were undeniably proved from an authentic inftru* 
ment, they alienated the minds of many, who had hitherto 
defended nis caufe with great zeal* Some of his friends, 
howeverj declared, that they thought it an extraordinary 
and unprecedented way of proceeding, to punifli a man in 
his life-time for what was not to be put in execution till 
after his death. 

Anaong other articles of accufat/o^ Caius Calvifius Httsac* 
charged him with having given to Cleopatra the famous li* rufed of fim 
Jjrary of the kings of Pergamus, confiding of two hundred 
thoufand volumes *, and with having fuffered the Ephefians 
to give her the title of their queen : he affirmed that he had 
frequently, at the public audience of kings and princes, re- 
ceived love-letters from Cleopatra, and read them on his 
tribunal ; that when Furnius, an orator of great eloquence 
and authority among the Romans, was pleading before 
him, he left him and the audience in the middle of their 
caufe, to follow Cleopatra, who happened to pafs by in her 
chair 5 and that at a folemn feaft he had rifen from table, 
and trod upon her foot, as a fignal of their meeting in pri- 
vate. The heads of this accufation, however ridiculous 
they may feem at prefent, were ferioufly propofed by Cal- 
vifius, and appeared of fuch moment and weight to Anto- 
ny’s friends, that they difpatched Geminios to acquaint 
him, that his affairs required him to be more circumfpedt j 
and that, unlefs he altered his condudl, he was in danger 
of being deprived of the office of conful, to which he had 
been named for the year enfuing, of being dripped of all 
his governments, and declared an enemy to the Roman 
people. The arrival of Geminius alarmed Cleopatra, who, 
looking upon him as one of Odlavia’s fpies, made him the 9f 
conftant jeft of the table, where (he took care to have him 
always , placed at the lower end. Geminius bore all her 
affroqts and outrages with great patience, in hopes of find- friends u 
ing an opportunity of talking with Antony in private. But forfaks 
the infatuated triumvir, inftead of giving him a private au- 
dience, aiked him one night at a full table, what had 
brought him to Athens. The bufinefs I come upon (faid 
he), well idefcrves a ferious confideration, and is not to be 
fettled over a bottle. One thing, however, I am charged 
by your friends to tell you, which you may hear as well 
VoL.ta. K drunk 
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drunk as fobcr; your affairs will bear a much brtter fac6, 
if you fend back Cleopatra into Egypt.” You have done 
very wifely, Geminius (anfwered the enraged queen), to 
tell us this important fecret, without waiting till it was ex* 
totted from you on the rack.” A few days after Geminius, 
dreading the effe^fs of Cleopatra’s difpleafure, cfcaped to 
flotne; whither he was followed by many of Antony’s 
friends, no longer able to bear the ill ufage. they received 
from the imperious Egyptian (H). 

0£tavianus, finding himfelf in a condition, to encounter 
Antony with equal forces, no longer delayed declaring 
war i but caufed it to be decreed only againft Cleopatra, fur 
fear of provoking Antony’s friends, who were Hill very nu-- 
merous and poweftd!. However, Antony was deprived of 
the confulate, and his government was taken from him, for 
fufiering himfelf to be ruled by a woman. 'Fhc decree im- 
plied befides, that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Antony with 
W charms and potions, as to deprive him of his fenfesj 
and that Antony was not to manage the war agaiiift the Ro- 
mans, but Mardiqn the eunuch, Photinus, Iras, Cleopatra’s 
woman, and Charmion, another of her maids, who 
eedme Antony's counfellors and prime minifters of 

of ^ opfitending parties were anfwerable to 
ftipwi ^tween them. Antony had under 
from the Euphrates and Ar- 
Sea an4 Illyricum, and from Cyrene to 
gofcrnmcnt extended from lUyri* 
:^A^;r0[pcatii and comprehended all the coaft of 
to Italy, Gaul, and Spain* Many 
and attended him in this 
. oF Mauritania, Tarcondemus 

Cilicia, Archelaus of Cappa- 
lagonia, Michridates of toma- 

p. 4*1, 4.12, 

by Horace ’( i ), and was one of 
O^tavianus’s buftbons. Cleo- 
patra took this raillery fo ill, 
that (he ordered Dellius Jto be 
privately murdered ;^but he be- 
ing acquainted by Glaucus, a 
phylician, of her delign, faved 
him felt by flight, and retired to 
Rome {2}. ^ ■ 

(i) Hut. in Anton. Dio, lib. i. 
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ctw Syllaubv, and Delliut the 
ht^nan. The latter had (aid 
at an entertainment, where the 
wine was tint to his tade, that 
Antony’s friends drank vinegar, 
while at Rome Sarmentus was 
ferved with Falernian wine. 
This Sarmentus is mentioned 
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gene, Atlallas of Thrace. ' Thefe attended him ill petfort : 
but Polemon king of Pontus, Malchus king of Arabia, He- 
rod king df Judaea, Amyntas king of Lycaonia and Galatia, 
only fent their quotas of forces. All thefe together com- 
pofed an army of a hundred thoufand foot, and twelve thou- 
I fand horfe. His liavy confjfted of five hundred (hips of 
I war, Tome whefeof had eight, and fomc ten, banks of oars. 

06 favianus had no foreign princes in his army, which 
» amounted only to eighty thoufand foot, but was as ftrong in 
cavalry as the enemy.’ He had no more than two hundred 
and fifty fhips, but thofe light and well manned with failors, 
rowers, and foldlers 5 whereas Antony’s feemed built for 
olleiitation, and, befides, were very indj^fierently manned, 
his officers having been obliged, for of mariners, to 
I prefs in Greece, which had been exhaufted long before, 
j carriers, labourers, and even boys; and, notwitbftanding 
i this expedient, his veflels had not their full complement* (I). 

. In 

[ > Plut. in Anton* Dio, p. 4«t, 4a> 

(I) Before thefe two power- viatius’s hafiy marriage with 
ful fleets and armies came to en- Li via againft all the rules of de- 
gage, a paper war broke out, on cency, his divorcing Scribonia, 
Ivhat occalion we know not, be- becaufe Ihe would not bear with 
tiveen the generals, who wrote the capricious humour of that 
^ry (harp and refle< 5 ting letters new miftrefs ; and on this occa- 
l» each other. Odavianus re- fion all the Roman ladies, with 
poached Antony with the pro- whom Od'avianus had ever car- 
idigality of his entertainments, ried on intrigues, were brought 
'his iptrigues with Cleopa- upon the ftage. Antony,, in one 
tpa. Antony reminded Odta- ot his letters, .reproached him 
of the famous entertain- with the cowH'dice he^ had be- 
of the twelve gods, at trayed in all the engagements at 
he preflded, drelTed like which he had been prefenu 
while the other guefts, Od^vianus wrote to him, that it 
^BlImck MwetlsLs men, appeared was childifii to fight any longer 
attire of gods and god- with the pen ; but that if he 
and palled the night in would approach at the head of 
the moft infamous debaucheries, his army, he fliould be fuffered 
This fcall was called the Dodc- to land in Italy without molefta- 
catheon, becaufe the guefls per- tion; that his fleet Ihould have 
fonat^d twelve gods and god- fafe ports, and his land-forces 
defies, had made a great noife ground enough to encamp on, 
at Rome, and had been the fub- and put themfelves in order of 
jeft of many fatirical epigrams, battle. In return to thefe bra- 
Aniony had never been guilty vadoes, Antony challenged his 
of n>ore infamous and fcanda- rival to (ingle combat; and fent 
lous debaucheries than Oda- him word, that, if he declined 
y’anus was on this occalion. To*^ the challenge, he was ready to 
thefe refledions he added Qda- meet him at the head of his ar- 
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In the mean time the confular year expiring, O^aviaaui 
caufed himfelf to be declared conful for the third time ; and 
took M. Valerius Meffala for his colleague, in the room of 
Antony, who was to enjoy that dignity this year,' accord- 
ing to the agreement made between the two triumvirs and 
Pompey. Meffala resigned the fafees on the calends of May 
to M. Titius, who had abandonec|^Antony, together with 
Plancus ; and Titius, on the calends of O£kob6f, yielded 
his office to Cn. Pompeius, of whofe defeent or fervices no 
mention is made in hiftory. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, both armies took 
the field, and the fleets put to fea. Antony’s fleet fail- 
ed into the Ambra^ean gulf between the iflands of Cor- 
Cyra and Cephalema,* and his army encamped at A£l;ium 
near his fleet. A6tium was a fmall city on the fouth fide of 
the mouth of the gulf in Acarnania. While Antony’s fleet 
was at anchor there, Oftavianus, croffing the Ionian fea, fur- 
prifedToryne, a fmall place near A£lium ; and appeared next 
morning, by day-break, off A£lium, with his fhips in order of 
battle. As Antony’s legions were not yet arrived, be had 
but a fmall number of foldiers on board his fleet, and ebn- 
fequently mufl unavoidably have been defeated, had 0£la- 
vianus attacked him. To divert him therefore for the 
prefent from engaging, he armed all his rowers and ma- 
riners, placed them on the decks, and failed up into the 
mouth of the gulf, as if he intended to fall upon the ene- 
my ; and 0£lavianus no fooner obferved him advance, than 
he rcti:*eated, as Antony had expedfed. 

0£lavianus’s land-forces were encamped on the other 
fide of the moi^ of the gulf of Ambracia, at a place where 
OQaviaaius afterwards built, in memory of his viftory, a 
city which he called Nicopolis, or the City of Victory. 
While he lay in this fituation, Antony, who was wejl ac- 
quainted with the country, found means to cut off the 
water from his camp, fo that his army was much diffreff- 
ed ^ In the mean time Agrippa, with a fquadron, and a con- 
fiderablc body of land-forces, ravaged the coafts of <7reece» 

^ Plut. in Anton* 

in battle array, in the plains my at Brundufium, and Antony 
bf Pharfalia, where Caefar and came as far as Corcyra to meet 
Pompey had formerly decided him ; but the fiimmer being far 
their quarrel. However, no- advanced, and the temp^fluous 
thing of confequence was per- feafon of the year approaching, 
formed this year ; O^vianus they both retired, and put their 
aflembled both his fleet and ar- armies into winter-quarters (3)* 

(3} Plot. Si BiO| ibict. 


inter- 
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intcrcej^tcd all tW convoys diat Vtrcre conning to Antony 
From Egypt^ Syria, aikk Afia ; and, making defccnts/ 

Qiormed feveral cities ; among the reft Methona in Pelo* 
ponnefus» where JBogud king of Mauritania, who defend-* 
sd the {dace, was killed, and the numerous garrifon cat in 
pieces. From Methona Agrippa failed for Leucas, at a 
tmall diftance from Ad|am ^ and In fight of Antony made 
himfelf mafter of that Wand, at^d the £ips he found there* 

The cities of Patrs^ and Corinth likewife fubmittcd to him, 
after he had defeated Q^Nafidius, fent by Antony to ftop 
the progrefs of his conquefts. Returning from the coafts of 
Greece to join 0£i:avianus^ he fellfin with Sofius, one of 
Antony’s admirals, who had defeated fj. Taurefius, whom 
Odlavianus had detached with a. lAiraerous fquadron to 
watch the enemy’s motions. Agrippa attached him with 
his ufual bravery, took feme of his (hips, funk others, and 
difperfed the reft. In this engagement Sofius himfelf pe- 
riftied, and with him Tracondimotus king of Cilicia. At 
the fame time a great body of cavalry, commanded by An- 
tony in perfon, was defeated by a detachment of Oi^avia- 
nus’s cavalry under the command of Titius and Statilius 
Taurus. Thcfe advantages, and the arrival of. Agrippa 
with his vi£loriottS fquadron, induced Antony to abandon 
in the night the camp which he had fortified oppofite the 
enemy’s, arid retire to Aflium on the other fide of the Am- 
bracian gulf, where the greateft part of his army lay. 

While he continued at A£tium, feveral perfons of di- 
ft;in£tion, feeing his fleet fo unfortunate in every fcrvice 
that was undertaken, and himfelf wafting his whole time 
with Cleopatra, abandoned him, and went over to 06la- oaavia^ 
vknus. Among thcfe were the kings Amyntas and Deio- 
tarus, and Cneius Domitius ^henobarbus, the laft year’s 
conful, who, notwithftanding his affection to Antony, 

Could no longer bear with the haughty and infolent be- 
haviour of Cleopatra. The unexpe^ed defertion of Do- 
mitius, whom Antony efteemed as one of his beft friends, 
ftung him to the heart: however, he had the generofity, 
much againft the will of Cleopatra, to fend after him his 
whole equipage, with his friends and fervaiits *, a circum-* 
ftamce which fo fcnfibly touched Domitius, who was fick 
6f a fever when he fled, that he foon after died, his diftem- 
per being increafed by the grief of abandoning a man, who 
By kiildnefs requited his infidelity and defertion. The flight 
of Domitius proved extremely prejudicial to Antony’s in- 
tereft, moft men believing that a perfon of his underftand- 
•ng and penetration would never have deferted him, had he 
not thought the ruin of his party inevitable. Antony now 

K 3 began 



%4' 


Canidius 
advifes 
Antony to 
dijmifs 

Clmpatruy 
and rttire^ 


But Antony 
re/olvts 
upon ft fight 
St fea. 


Burns fe* 
•veral of his 
ownjbips. 


rhe Jt/po^ 

fitton of the 
ttuo fieetJ* 


The Rman Hj/lofyi 

began to diftruft his bed friends, and caufed feme of them,^ 
tipon bare fufp.icions, to be put to death ; namely, lambli- 
chus, a petty king of Arabia, who expired upon the rack, 
and Q^Pofthumius, a fenator of Jiftinftion \ 

At length Canidius, commander in chief of Antonyms 
forces, arrived with the reft of the legions ; and, foon after 
his arrival, as he faw the danger i ^r er, changed his opi* 
nion with relation to Ciec^atra. advifed Antony ta 
fend her back, and retire himfelf into Thrace and Mace-: 
don, there to decide the quarrel in the open fields with hia 
land-forces 5 efpetially as Dicomes king of the Getae 
was ready to join him #itb a great army. Antony was 
much inclined to follow the advice of his prudent and 
faithful general ; hut* Cleopatra obliged him, againft his 
own judgment^ to hazard the empire, and hia life, in a fea-, 
fight. Being therefore determined, out of a fliameful 
complaifancc for Cleopatra, and againft his own opinion, 
as well as that of all his officers, to try his fortune by fea, 
he made the necefiary preparations for an adlion, on the fuc- 
cefs whereof depended th© empire of the Roman world. 

Well acquainted with the cfeminacy of the Egyptians, 
he w'as afraid they would turn their backs as fpon as the 
fight began ; and therefore he ftt fire to all their ffiips, ex-, 
cept fixty, which he fpared, that they might ferve as a 
guard for the queen. Out of the other fquadrons from Syria, 
Greece, Cilicia, the kingdom of Pergamus and Phoeiiicc, 
he chole the bell gallies : the reft* he condemned to the 
flames, for want of mariners. 

Both fleets were now ready for aflion ; but a violent 
ftorm, which continued for four days fucceffively, prevented 
them from engaging. On the fifth, the fea being calm, 
they advanced towards each other'in good order. Qeliius 
Publicola commanded Antony’s right Wing, Coelius con- 
duced the left, and Marcus OCavius and Marcus Jufteius 
had charge of the main body. On 0£iavianus’ fide Agrippa 
was placed in the center, having Larius on his tight, and 
Aruntius on bis left. (3(flavianus and Antony were both» 
according to fome writers, in the right wing of their re-t 
fpcd'cive fleets *, according to others, they chofe no particu- 
lar place for themfelvcs, but went each in a light vffTcl 
from one divifion to another, encouraging their men, and 
reminding them of their former exploits and viAories (K). 

This 

» Plut. ibid. Vcl. Pat. lib. ii. cap. 84. Dio, lib. 1 . p. 4x7, 4*8- 

(K) Antony had on board his ries, and two thoufand archers ; 
^eei wTuty thoufand legiona- Oifiavianus eight legious, and 

five 
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<^*This (iay (faid Antony to his men before the engagement) 

I expc£fc the empire of the world from your valour^ and pro- 
naife you rewards anfwearable to fo noble a con quell/' Oc- 
tavianus was no lefs active in the ,fame employment, and 
with more confidence, having been animated by a happy 
omen, which he caufed to be publilhcd throughout the 
fleet (L). Antony ord^ed t^e commanders of his fhips to 
receive the enemy lying ftilhas at anchor, and to keep within 
the mouth of the gulf. Agrippa was not for attacking him 
in that pofture, and therefore kept about eight furlongs 
diftant from the enemy till noon, when a ger^tle gale fpring- 
ing up, Antony’s men, impatient of farther delays, and 
truftirig to the bulk and height of their^fiiips, put their left 
wing in motion, Agrippa beheld, this.precipitation with 
great fatisfatlion, and ordered his right wing to bear back, 
on purpofe to draw the enemy as far out of the fir eights 
as poflible, that his gallies, which were light, and nimble 
failers, might have an opportunity of furrounding Antony’s 
heavy fiiips, whofe bulk, and want of hands in proportion 
to their rates, rendered them unwieldy and unfit for fervice. 

On this fide the a£lion began ; but in a different manner Yr. of F), 
from what was then ufed in fea-fights : there was no board- * 3»9* 
ing, or grappling one fhip with another. Antony’s fhips 
were ftrong, lofty, tnd fo fortified, that thofe of O^yianus ^ 
mull have, in boarding them, laboured under great difad- " 
vantages ; his foldiers, therefore, attacked the enemy at a BatrU nf 

, A^tuffu 

five ^setorian cohorts. As to tavianus \Jas going out of his 
the number of the fhips, Floras tent at break of day to viiit his 
tells us, that Odavianus’s fleet fleet, he met a countryman driv- 
confi/led of four hundred fail, ing an afs. Being moved with 
and Antony’s only of half ^hat cuiiofity,^or rather fuperflition, 
number ; but what was wanting he alked the man’s name. My 
in number, adds that writer, name (replied he) is Eutyches, 
was made up in bulk ; for all and my afs is called Nicon.” 

Antony’s fhips had from fix to The firft of thefe names in 
nine banks of oars; andbelides, Greek fignifics happy ^ and the 
they were fo raifed w'ith turrets other canqueror* This feemed 
and decks, that they refembled fo lucky an omen to 06 tavianus, 
cattles and cities. As to the that he no longer doubted of 
nur^ her of Antony’s fhips, Flo- vi^fory ; and, when afterwards 
rus IS contradi< 5 fed by Oeffavia- he ere^ed a trophy in that 
nus himfelf, who left written in place with the beaks of the fhips 
his commentaries^ quoted by he hadtaken,he caufed two fta* 

Plutarch, that he took three tues of brafs to be eredled, one 
hundred of the enemy’s fliips. reprefcntlng the man, the other 

(L) We are told, that asOc- his afs (i). 

(i) Pint, in Anton. Snet. in O^av. cap. 96. 

K 4 diftanct^. 
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diftaace, with pikee, j^vdias, darts, and feveral inircntlont 
of fire, which they threw among them, while Antony’s men 
defended themfelves with ftower^ of darts and arrows^ 
which they difchargcd from their wooden towers. In the 
mean time Agrippa ordered Aruntius to extend his left wing, 
and endeavour to hem in the enemy. Publicola immedi- 
ately advanced in order to prerlht his being outflanked ; and 
as by this motion he left the main body unguarded, Agrippa 
bore in upofi it» and put it in diforder. However, the vic- 
tory ftill remained doubtful, Antonyms foldiers, who were 
all chofen men, defending thcmfelves with incredible valour, 
and making a dreadful havock of all who attempted to ap- 
proach them. The fight lailed feveral hours, with as fair a 
profped of fuccefs Aptony as for Odavianus, the mari- 
ners and foldiers on board the two fleets being encouraged 
by the fliouts of their refpef^ive armies, who waited the 
event of the engagement drawn up in order of battle, the 
one on the north fide, and the other on the fouth fide of the 
Ambracian Gulf. 

While the two parties were thus contending with great 
fury and obftinacyfor vidory,Cleopatra*s fixty gallies^croud- 
ing all their fails, advanced unexpe£fedly between the two 
fleets. This fudden motion equally furprifed both navies, 
Antony, whofe center was' already in^iforder, expefted 
p>nrie gallant aftion from the queen, who had brought him 
IfClpa prefent danger ; he was therefore ftruck with amaze-* 

tra%^' faw the whole Egyptian fquadron, inftead 

of falling upon the enemy, tack about, and with a fair^ind 
lleer their courfe towards Peloponnefus. Here Antony be-» 
trayed a weaknefs hardly to be imagined : his paflfion for 
that^prollitute getting the better of his ambition, honour, 
and every other confidcration, he ilb fooner faw the queen’s 
fliip under fail, than he threw himfelf into a galley of five 
banks of oars, attended only by two domeftics, Scellius and 
Alexandcr^the Syrian. Thus he abandoned his men, who 
jlile/tyf generoufly facrificing their lives in his fcrvice, to fol- 

low a bafe woman^ who had long fince begun, and was now 
accomplifliing his deftruffion. As foon as he came up with 
Cleopatra’s galley, he was taken on board ; but without fo 
much as feging her, he placed himfelf at the ftern, and 
there, leaning his elbows on his- knees, and his head on 
both his hands, as one confounded with anger and ihame, 
he continued a long while in that mclancitoly attitude 


^ I’lut. in Anton. Dio, lib. I. p. 
Veil Patcr<;u). lib. ii, cap. S^. 


439i44P« 
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The gallant behaviour of Antony -s troop* on thisoccafion Tht g^Him 
caanot be fufficiently admired and commended 5 for though bthAwmr 
their general had abandoned them, and the report of his 
flight was fpread through the fleet, yet they fought with the 
fame ardour and intrepidity as if He had been prefent ; and 
difputed the victory till night, when a ftiff gale fpringing 
up, they were feparated, and having no leader to conduS 
them, fell into diforder, ^hich was the caufe of their de- 
feat. Three hundred fhipS yielded to the conqueror ; but Hts/tetii$ 
the flaugl\|ter was inconfiderable. Antony’s land-forces 
could not be brought to, Relieve, that a general, who had 
nineteen legions entire; and twelve thoufand horfe, could 
bafely defert them, cfpccially fuch a general as Antony, 
who had feen and encountered fortune all her (hapes and 
viciffitudes. They therefore expeded he would foon appear, 
and putting himfelf at their head, give them an opportunity 
of (hewing their fidelity and zeal for his intcreft. and fervice. 

When they were at laft thoroughly perfuaded that he had 
deferted them, they neverthelefs kept in a body, though 
quite furrounded both by fca and land, for feven days to- 
gether, without hearkening to the advantageous offers made 
them by 0 £favianus. At length, being abandoned by Ca- andhU 
nidius, and all their chief officers, who privately made iand-farcti 
their cfcape, they liftened to the conditions which Oiffa- 
vianus offered them, and were incorporated among his le- 
gions. Such was the famous fca-fight of Allium, fo much 
fpoken of by the ancients, efpecially the poets of that time *. 

It was fought on the fecond day of September, when Cse- 
far Odfavianus and Meffala Corvinus were confuls (M). 

“ After this defeat, the auxiliaries, who had ferved under 
Antony, retired to their refpeffive countries, and, in \the nm'scm*‘ 
fequel, made their peaco^ with the conqueror on the belt 
terms they couldtcbtain. Some of the princes he depofpd, 
others he continued in their former ftate \ but impofed upon * 
them, as well as upon all the free Hates which h^d joined 
Antony, heavy fines j whereby thofe unhappy countries 
V'cre reduced to a moft deplorable condition. As for the' 

Romans, Odiavianua pardoned fome at the earneft intreaties 
of his friends and his mother Mutia \ others he puniQied 
with, the utmoft feverity, Ofcfavianus, next morning after 

, ^ Vide Virg. lib. viii. ^neid. Ovid. Metamorph. lib. xv. Hoiwt. ' 
epod. 9. & Pfopert. lib. iv, cleg. 6. 

(M) Pi\ 06 favianus, by this after them Aurelius Vi£lor and 
ever memorable vwftory, became Eutropius, reckon from this 
foie mafler of the whole Roman time the years oP O&vianus^s 
cmplrti Dio, Suetomus, and empire or iei|^ 

the 
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which Antony no fooner faw rowing up to him, than he 
commanded his pilot to tack about, and face them. Upon 
this motion they all bhcked, except one commanded by hury- 
cles the Lacedaemonian, who ranj^ing up to Antony’s vcfleJ, 
with great (lercenefs and intrepidity, (hook his lance at him 
in a threatening manner. Who art thou, (cried Antony 
from the item) who haft the boldnefsto purfue me thus? ’* 

“ Ijam, (anfwered he) Eurycles, the fon of Lachar^s, brought 
hither by Caefar’s fortune to revenge my father’s death/’ 
This Lachares had been condemned to death by Antoni y t'ov a 
robbery. However, the Lacedsemonidn not venturing to 
engage fo renowned commander, attacked another galley 
and took her, with a Ihip, on board of which was a great 
deal of rich plate and furniture. Eurycles retired, fatisfied 
with his prize ; and upon his retreat Antony returned to hla 
former melancholy pofture, and continued fo three days, with- 
out feeing the queen, till he reached Taenarus in Laconia. 

There Cleopatra’s women brought them to fee each other, 
and converfe as formerly, Antony appearing as fond of her 
as ever, when he had the ftrongeft reafons to deteft and 
abhor her, as the only caufe of his ruin. At Taenarus be 
received an account of the total defeat of his navy ; but, 
believing his legions (lill in his intereft, he wrote to Cani- 
dius to retreat with them through Macedon into Afia, pro- 
pofing to lenew the war in that country. As he was him-, 
fell determined to retire into Africa, he gave one of his 
largcft fliips, laden with vaft Turns of money, and gold and 
ftlver veU'els of^an incftiraable value, to his friends, defiring 
them to lhare it among them, and provide for their own 
fafety j but they refuhng it with tears in their eyes, and de- 
claring they would alw'ays follow his filrtune, he broke 
forth 'into complaints of his cruel deftiny, which deprived 
him ot thp power of giving them fuch tokens of his ac- 
knowlegement and gratitude, as they had givedihim of their 
fidelity and affe£l:ion. He added, tnat he could not, with- 
out being guilty of the higheft injuftice, fuffer them to be 
involved in his misfortunes ; and therefore abfolutely com- 
nianJed them to abandon him to his evil deftiny, and con- 
(olt their own fafety. He ordered Theophilus, governor 
of Corinth, to provide for their fecurity, and keep them, 
concealed till they could make their peace with Oftavia- 
nus. Having taken this ftep for the prefervation of his 
friends, he retired to Africa, whence he fen^ Cleopatra into 
£gypt, and foon after followed her. Of, the redudion of 
Egypt by Odayianus, of the unhappy end of Antony and 

* ' Cleopatra^ 
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and the affe&iag circumliances of their death. 
S7CP>'^aZcevnnt/fcur Miory of the Fto enures 

T^Ztflo which we ^efer our readers. 

fatSs^«cxe thrown down, and entirely demobbed, both 
it Egypt and at Rome ; his memory was decJared udamon$ 
ll the fervile fenate ; and a decree was paflcd, enatting, 
fbat none of his family fliould ever after bear the rxamc of 

“bXSu.. hxvin* .°"£ 

fairs of that kingdom, left Alexandna in the beginning ot 
September, in the year of Rome 720, with a " of Egypt, 

♦ fn throuirh Syria. Alia Minor, and Greece, to Italy. On Afia Mt- 

railed to the throne of Parthia in oppofition to ^ 

and likewife ambafladors from PhraateSjwho were aU co^ 
on the fame buCnefs, to folicit the afliftanee of the R^ 
mans acainft each other. Ocfavianus gave a fri^dly an- 
fwer both to Tiridates and the ambafladors of Phraates, 

(O) He died in the fifty- 
third, or, as foinc write, fifty- 
fixth year of his age, leaving 
feven children by his three wives 
Fulvia, Octavia, and Cleopa- 
tra ; for he married the cjueen 
after his diyorce from O^favia. 

What became of Alexander and 
Ptolemy, his fons by Cleopatra, 
we find no where recorded ; but 
for his daughter Cleopatra, the 
virtuous Odavia brought her 
. _ * 1 nnd 


ft fcaiidalous intrigue with Ju- 
lia, Odbvianus’s only daughter, 
which colt him his lite, Oc- 
tavia had by Antony only two 
daughters, of whom the elder 
was called Antonia Major,^ and 
the younger Antonia Minor- 
The former married L. Pomi- 
tiuB Ahenobarbus, by whom the 
had Cneius Domitius, who, by 
Agrippina, the daughter of 
Germanicus, was the lather ot 
- Antonia 


virtuous Oaavia brougnt ncr 

up with her and Uth'ber 

married her to ’“"S mothers beauty and virtue, wa. 

Mauritama, .o»« of the moft the fon of 

Tiberius and Livia, and fon- 
in-law to Oftavianus. From 
this marriage came Germani- 
cus, defervedly efteemed the 
greateft general of his time, and 
the molt accomplilhed per Inn 
among the Romans ; and Clau- 
dius, who reigned before Nero. 
Cains, furnamed Caligula, the 
fon of Germanicus, hkewifc 
gbverned the Romap empire ; 
fo that Antony’s family, not- 
withftanding their misfortunes^ 
gave three emperors to Rome. 

1 r 


j.rxdui iidiiia, vTM-w w — - 

learned and virtuous princes m 
his age. Antyllus', his eldeft 
fon by Fulvi jj^as betrayed by 
his governo^Bp^odorus to Oc- 
tavianire’s folffiers, who, by his 
orders, put him to death. Ju- 
lius Antonius, the younger bro- 
ther of Antyllus by the lame 
mptlfer, became one of 
vianus’s chief favourites; 
tavia, whofe gcnerofity for that 
unfortunate family was without 
bounds, having be {lowed on him 
Marcella, one of her daughters 
by her fivft hulband ; But he af- 
terwards indifcreetly engaged m 
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without intending to affift cxtheiki but rather with a dcfign 
to animate the one again ft the bthet, atid by thefe means 
to weaken both, fo as to rend^ the Parthian name no 
longer formidable to Rome. Haying apfiointed Mefiala 
Corvinus governor of Syria, he marched Into the province 
of Afia properly fo called, and. thete took up his winter- 
quarters In the beginning of the next year Oftavxanus 
entered his fifth confulate, and had the following col^ 
leagues: Licinius CralTus, to the calends of July; C. An- 
tiftius, to the ides of September; and M. Tullius, the fon 
of the famous orator from that time to the end of the year. 
He employed the winter in fettling the afiairs of the fcvcral 
provinces of Afia hjinor, and the adjacent iilands ; and in 
the fpring pafled intb Greece, whence he departed for 
Rome, which he entered in the month Sextilis, afterwards 
called Auguft, in three triumphs, which were celebrated 
for three fucccfFive days (P). 

Odavianus was now at the height of his wifhes, folc 
fovereign, foie mafter, of the whole Roman empire ; but 
the many dangers which attend an ufurped power, appear- 
ing to him in a ftronger light than ever, filled his mind with 
a thoufand perplexing thoughts. The natural averfion of 
the Romans to a kingly government, their love of liberty, 
and the ides of March, when his father Julius was mur- 
dered in full fenate by thofe very men whom he thought 
the moft devoted to his peffon, were confiderations that 
filled him with ajpprehenfions concerning his perfonalfafety. 
The paflion of fear is faid to have outweighed the attrac- 

7 Dio, lib. li< p. 447. 

(P) The firft triumph was for an afp handug at her arm, 
his vidories oyer the Dalma-, Rome was w> much enriched 
tians, Pannonidxis, and fome with the inimenfe treafures 
German and Gaulilh nations, brought by and his 

vvhom he had conquered before foldiers out that the 

bis war with Antony, The fe- value of money fin from, ten to 
cond was for his naval victory four per cent, and the prices of 
at Actium ; and the third for every thing elfe rofc in propor- 
thc redu6Hon of Egypt. In the tion. After hU triumph, the 
laft, which was the moft mag- name of emperor w^as conferred 
nincent of the three, were led upon hind, not »n the common 
before the vi6lor*s chariot Alex- fenfe, as it impeded, only a tx- 
aoder and Cleopatra, whom An- tie of honour^ but as it carried 
t^y had by fhc queen $ and with it a fovereign power, and 
que^ was an uncontrouled authority fi). 
camedin a bed of ftate^ with 

(0 Dio, lib. iii. p. 4^, 4^, 



Xhe Romm Hjfloyym 

tions of power, and inclined him to follow the example of 
Syllau i^fore he came to any refolution, he thought it ad- 
vifeable to confult hh two moil intimate and trufty friends, 

Agrippa and Mxcenas | the former no lefs famous for his 
probity than his valour ; and the latter a man of great pe- 
netration, and igenefally efteemed the moft refined politi- 
cian of his age. Agrippa openly declared for a generous 
refigna^ion : he enlarged on the many and almoft inevitable 
dangers which attend monarchy, infupportable to a free 
people, and to men educated in a commonwealth : he did 
not forget the examples of Sylla and Caefar ; and clofed his 
fpeech with exhorting Oftavianus to convince the world, 
by reftoring liberty to his country, that the only motive for 
his taking up arms wa^o revenge his father's death. 

Mxcenas, on the other hand, remonftrated* to him, that Isdijkaded 
he had gone too far to recede ; that, after fo much blood- 
(hed, there could be no fafety for him but on the throne ; 
that, if he diverted himfelf of the fovercign power, be would 
be immediately profecuted by the children and friends of the 
many illuftri(>us perfons whom the misfortunes of the times 
had forced him to facrifice to his fafety 5 atid that it was ab- 
folutely neceflary for the welfare and tranquility of the re- 
public, that the fovereign power fliould be lodged in one 
perfon, and not divided among many individuals, whofe 
ambitious views would dill occafion a perpetual fuccelEon 
of miferies to the public. Oftavianus thanked them both 
for their friendly advice, but adhered to the^opinion of Mse- 
cenas ; who gave him many wife inftru£bions and rules of 
government, which me related at length by Dio Caffius 
Among other things he told him, that he could not fail of 
being fuccefsful in all his undertakings, happy in his life- 
time, and famous in hiftory after his death, if he never de- 
viated from this maxim j to govern others as he would wifli 
to be governed himfelf, had he been born to obey, and not 
to command. Maecenas added, that if, in taking upon him 
the foverei^ power, he drea*dedthe name of king, fo odious 
in a commonwealth, he might content himfelf with the title 
of Caefar, or |mperator, and, under that title, which was 
well known to the Romans, enjoy all the authority of a fove- 
reign. 

This advice O^vianus followed, and from that time laid 
afide all thoughts of abdicating the fovercign power; but, to 
deceive the people into a belief, that they ftill emoyed their 
anpient government, he continued the old magiftrates, witl^ 
the fame name, pomp, and ornaments, andjuftasmuch 
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power as he thought proper to deleptc into their 
Ti\ey were to have their old jurifdiftion of deciding finally 
all caufes, except fuch as w^e capital ; arid though fomc 
of thefe laft were left to the governor of Rotne, yet thd 
chief he referved for'himfclf. He p^id great attention to 
the people : the very name that covered his isfurpation was 
a compliment to them ; for he affected to call it the power 
of the tribunefhip, though he a£led as abfolutely by it as if 
he had called it the diaatorial power He likewife won 
the hearts of the populace by taking particular care that pro- 
vifions fhould be cheap, and the markets plentifully fup-^ 
plied : and he entertained them with fhews to amufe their 
imagination, and ke^p thpm in good humour. While they 
thus enjoyed plenty#; dafe, and pleaTure, they had no temp- 
tation to enquire into the title of their prince, or refent a6ts 
of power, which they did not immediately feel. 

He filled the fenatc with his own creatures, raifed the 
number of the confeript fathers to a thoufand : he fupplied 
feveral poor fenators with money out of the treafury to dif- 
charge the public offices, and, on all occafioris, affedled a 
high regard for ftiat venerable body; but at the fame time 
divefted them of all power, and reduced them to mere cy-* 
phers. To prevent them from raifing new difturbanccs in 
the diftant provinces, he iffiied an edi£l, forbidding any fe- 
nafor to travel out of Italy without leave, except fuch as had 
lands ‘in Sicily, or Narbonne Gaul, which at that time com- 
prehended Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiny. To thefe 
provinces, which were near Italy, and in a perfedl ftate of 
tranquility, they had liberty to retire ^fhen they pleafed, and 
live upon their eftates. Before he ended his fixth conful- 
Ihip, he took a cenfus of the people ; and found the number 
of men fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred fixty- 
three thoufand * (Q^). He likewife celebrated the games, 
which had been decreed by the fenatefor his viftory at Ac- 
tium *, an cl it was ordered; th^t they fhould be celebrated 
every fifth year, four colleges of priefts being appointed to 

• Dio, lib. liii, p, 496, & Marmor. Capuana, tom. iii, Annal. 
Pighii, p. 495. 

(Q^) Mention is made of this 
cenfus in the marble tables of 
Capua in thefe words ; “In my 
fixth confulfliip with my col- 
league M. Agrippa, f numbered 
the people, and made a cenfus 
after foriy-one years (that is, 
from the cenforlhip of Cn. Len- 

take 


tulus and L. Gellius) ; in which 
four hundred fixty-three thou- 
fand citizens were numbered 
Infiead of this number, Eufe- 
bius, whom feveral modern wri - 
ters have followed, has in his 
chronicle four millions one hun- 
dred and fixty-four thoufand. 
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take care of them ; to wit, the pontifices, the augurs, the 
feptemvirs, and quindecemvirs. In order to gain the ad'cc^ 
tions of the people ftill more, he annulled, by one edict, 
the many fevere and unjull laws which had been enacled 
during the triumvirate. He raifed many public buildings, He adoms 
repaired thofe that w^ere decayed, and added n^any orna* 
ments to the city, which at this time was, if we may give 
credit to fome ancient writers, about fifty miles in compafs, 
and contained near four millions of fouls, reckoning men, 
women, children, and flaves. He attended bufinefs, ic- 
formed abufes, fiiewed great regard for the llomai* 
promoted pleafure and jollity, often appearing in penon at 
the public diveffions, and in ail things Ifudying to endear 
himfclf to the populace. • * 

In the beginning of his feventh confullhip with M. 

Agrippa, finding all things ripe for his defign, the people 

highly pleafed with his mild government, and the fenate 

filled with his creatures, he went by the advice of Agrippa 

and Maecenas, to the fenate-houfe ; and there, in a ftudied He mahs 

fpeech, offered refign his authority, and put all again a feint t§ 

into the hands of the people upon the old foundation of the 

commonwealth. Theconfeript fathers not only interrupted 

him while he was fpeaking \ but afterwards unanimoufly 

befought him to take upon himfelf alone the government of 

the Roman empire. He, with a /ecmiug relu6tancy, yield- HcompeUed 

ed to their requeft, as if he had been compelled to accept 

of the fovereignty. By this artifice he compalTed his de- 

fign, which was, to get the power and authority he had 

ufurped, confirmed to him by the fenate and people for the 

fpace of ten years; for he would not accept of it for a longer 

term, pretending he fliould, in that time, be able to fettle 

all things in fuch peace and order, that there Would be no 

farther need of his authority; but that he might then eafe 

himfelf of the burden, and put the government again into 

the hands of the fenate and people. This method he took to 

render the yoke lefs heavy; but with a defign to renew his 

leafe, if we may be allowed the expreffion, as foon as thtt 

ten years were expired ; which he did accordingly from ten 

years to ten years as long as he lived, governing the whole 

Roman empire with -an abfolute and uncontrouled power. 

With this new authority the fenate refolved to diftinguifh 
him by a new name. Some of the fathers propofed the name 
of Romulus, to import, that he was another founder of 
Rome : fome offered other titles ; but the venerable name 
of Auguftus, propofed by Muiiatius Plancus, feemed pre- 
ferable to all the reft, as it expreffed more dignity and re- 
verence 
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vercncc tfcan authority ; the moft facred things, fuch at 
^temples, and palaces confecrated by augurs^ being termed 
by the Romans Augufta. 0£^a?ianu8 himfelf was inclined 
to aiTume the name of Romulus \ but, on mature refleftion, 
tht^Uaf he declined it, and took that of Auguftus by which we 
auguftus (hall henceforth iliftinguifh him in the fequel of our hiftory. 

Among other inftances of fervile adulation payed at this 
Mfo m, to Auguftus, one Sextus Pacuvicus, a tribune of the 

people, devoted himfelf to the emperor, in the manner 
of the Celtes : in other words, he bound himfelf by a fo- 
lerhti ba^h to live and die with Auguftus. 

Though the whole power of the fenate and people waa 
now veited in Auguftus, yet, that he might feem to (hare 
it with the confeript fathers, he refufed to govern all the 
His policy provinces, afEgning to the fenate fuch as were quiet and 
tndi^utdmg peaceable, and keeping to himfelf thofe which, bordering 
JnJiTwith barbarous nations, were moft expofed to troubles and 
\hefetmu. wars, faying, he defired the fathers might enjoy their power 
with eafe and fafety, while he underwent all the dangers 
and labours j but, by this politic condu<5^, he fecured all 
the military power to himfelf, the troops lying in the pro- 
vinces he had chofen \ and the others, which were govern- 
ed by the fenate, being quite deftitute of forces. The 
• latter were called fenatorial, and the former imperial, pro- 
vinces (R), Over the provinces of both forts were placed men 
of diftin<5lion, fuch as had been confuls or praetors, with 
the titlesr of proconful and propraetor ; but the government 
of Egypt was committed to a private knight, Auguftus 
fearing left a perfon of rank, depending upon the wealth 
and fituation of that country, might raife new difturbances 
in the empire. All thefe governors held their employ- 
ments only for a year, and were, upon the arrival of their 
fucceffors, obliged to depart their provinces immediate) y^ 
iiid not fail to be at Rome within three months at the 


*» Dio, lib, liii, p, 407, Flor, lib, iv. Liv. lib. cxxxiv. * 


(R) The fenatorial were A- 
frica, that is, the ancient do- 
minions of Carthage, Numidia, 
Afia properly fo called, or the 
ancient kingdom of Pergamus, 
Greece, ftyled by mod hifto- 
riaiis Achaia, Epirus, Dalma- 
tia, Maccdon, Sicily, Sardinia, 
the illand of Crete, Lybia, Cy- 
rcnaica, Bitbynia, Pontus, and 


that pact of Spain called Bseti- 
ca. The imperial provinces 
were, the reft of Spam, com- 
prehending the provinces of 
Tarracon and Luiitania, all 
Gaul and Germany, Coelefyria, 
Phoenicc, Cilicia, the ifland of 
Cyprus, and the kingdom of 
Egypt. 
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fayfeeft ended the greateft commonwealth, ai?4 The tnd 
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C H A P. m 

'!ti^:‘:Htfiory of Rome^ froin the' Settlement ';of '": 

the .Roman Empire to the Death of Nero, 
^ihefldji of the Family of the Qeejars, 

T JJE firft and chief care of Augii^, now abfolufe Yr. of FI. 

xoafter of the Roman empire, wa^ to iatisfy hU fol- *3^** 
die rs,^,jMjd attach them more firmly to ifemtereft. With 
this vmw he difperfed them all ov^. Italy: in thirty-two co- u. 
lonies, that he migl^ . the more eafily teafferable them in - * ' * 

cafe pf any fudden cornmotion. He kept twenty-five legions *The land- 
oib foot, eight of which wrerc on the Rhine, four on the forces of 
l||^noh^ Itbree in Spain, and two in Dalmatia. The other 
e||ht were fent into Afia and Africa, four of them being 
(pil^tered in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and in 
RjflUv in %ypt, and two in the province of Africa,^ 

C0:i(l|ing of the ancient dominions of Carthage. Thefe' 
%|nftantly maintained, even in the moft peaceable 
tia^ % Auguftus, and for fome ages by his fucceflbr^, 
thiSy^i^oie;, number amounting to 170,650 men. Ih the 
neJghljs^l^ of Rome were always quartered twdve co- 
vj^oufand men, nine pf which called 
c6h^^J|t^oria, cohorta^lMii the other 
ufb^ae,i pr city cohorts. ^Ixey were clla- 
gtiard the en^pWr'a perfpn, and maintain peace 
a®^istejj^^ity in the city.' Thc^faerorian guards had, as 
the fequel of this hiftory, a great fhare in 
and revolutions of the empire, till the reign 
o&rCnnfenime the Great, who. diflbanded them all in the 
y^. 3^if the Chriftiaii sera. 



c Tacit.' AnnaU lib# 35.^' 


ijomprehended the yearly reveaqai of the empire, 
g^'eatell, and by far the *heft . ihey.hayp, by a modeft com- 
partof Europe, Afia, and Ate- putatipn, been reckoned to a- 
being near four thoufand mount to forty millions of our 
iiiiles in length, and about half money, 
as much in breadth'. As to the 
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tAe/e /w/neroas ^/i(/ wcAAc/i/cvpAAei/ /^ucA/ofcef^ 
Augadus kept con dandy ^t fed two powerful deets ; one 
riding at anchor near RAvenna in the Upper or Adriatic 
fea, to command and defend Dalmatia, Greece, Cyprua, 
Ada, and the reft of the caffern provinces ; the other at 
Mifenum in the Lower or Mediterranean Tea, to awe and 
protect Gaul, Spain, Africa, and the weftein provinces. 
Their bufinefs was to keep the Teas clear of pirates, to con- 
voy the vedels which brought to Rome the annual tributes 
from the provinces beyond fea, and to tranfport corn and 
other provifions neceflary for the fubfiftence and relief of the 
city. As CO the civil government, Auguftus reformed many 
ancient laws, and made new regulations ; but, in this re- 
fpc£L he afTccTctf do noihing without the advice and 
approbation of tfie confeript fathers. The comitia were 
held, as formerly, in the field of Mars ; but fuch only were 
chofen for the great offices as Aiigullus had before rccom- 
niendcd to the centuries. The fame officers of ftate, the 
larr.c names* pomp, and ornaments, wx're continued with 
all the appearance of authority, but without the Icall 
power However, the fenate pretended to be fo well 
pleafed with his government, that they honoured him with 
the tiile oi Pater Patria?, or Father of his Country. 

I owards the end of this year Auguftus, having fettled 
affiiirs in the capital, left Italy, and palled into Gaul, with 
a dchgn to attempt the reduaion of the Britiffi iflands; but, 
being inlormed on Ids arrival at Narbonne, that the Salaffi 
at the foot of the Alps, and the Cantabri and Allures in 
bpain, liiid lhaken olT the Roman yoke, he fent Terentius 
Varro ngainft the former, and marchdd in perfon againfi: 
the latter, after having entered his eighth confulfliip, in 
which he chofe for his colleague 'Jltus Statilius Taurus, 
one of bis lieutenants. Before he left Gaul, he took a 
ceiifus of the inhabitants of the three provinces into which 
that country was then divided, and which is the firft we 
read of made out of Italy 

On his arrival in Spain, he defeated the Cantabri in a 
pitched battle near Vcllica, at a fmall dillance from the 
Iberus, and obliged them to retire, with their wives and 
children, to one of the higheft mountains, called by the 
ancients Vindius, and by the moderns the mountain of 
Afturias ; but in the mean time fidiing fick, the whole 
management of the war was cominiucd to C. Antiflius; 
who, having defeated the united forces of the Cantabrians 

P* 5”* oaav. w Dio, lib, liv. p. 535. 

Tacit. Anna!, lib. i. cap. 39. Suet. Jib. ii. cap. 26. 
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and A flunans^ in a great battle, forced them to take refuge 
' on another inacceflible mountain, which he furrounded 
with a wide and deep ditch fifteen milts in compafs, forti^ 
tied at proper diflances with cables and turrets* By this 
work, all the avenues and paifages being (but up, thofe 
unhappy people were reduced to the utmofi: extremity for 
want of provifions ; yet fo great was their love of liberty, 
that, inftead of yielding, they endured for a long time 
miferies hardly to be exprefled, the women devouring their 
own children, and the young men eating the old, to fup- 
port the ne,ccfllties of nature. After many unfuccefsful neyfall 
attempts to force the Roman intrcnchmcnts, the Afturians out among 
were at length inclined to throw themfelves upon the cle- themjdven 
mcncy of the conqueror ; but were oppofed by the Canta- 
brians, who maintained, that they ought all, like brave 
men, to die fword in hand. This dangerous contention 
was carried fo far, that, after a conflid, in which many 
fell on both fides, the Allurians, to the number of ten 
thoufand, were driven to the intrcnchmcnts of the Ro- 
mans, of whom they begged mercy and prote6lion. Tibe- Numbers of 
rius, the emperor’s fon-in-law, refufing to admit them in- , 

to the camp, many of thofe unhappy wretches fell upon 
their own fwords ; others, lighting great fires, threw them- 
felves into them, and perifhed in the flames \ and fome 
ended their lives by drinking the juice of a venomous herb, 
which grew in the foreft they pofl'efled*. 

The confular year being expired, Auguftus, who ftill 
refided at Tarracon, whither he had retired in the begin- 
ning of the campaign, entered on his ninth confulfhip, and 
chofe for his colleague M. Junius Silanus ^ This year was Vr. of FI* 
remarkable for the total reduction of Spain, after it had, *313. 
for more than two hundred years, given the Romans con- AnteChr. 
ftarit employment, and put them to the expence of main- y ^ 
taining numerous armies in that country. The Cantabrians, 
whom Antiltius kept clofely invefted, were forced to fur- TbeCan^ 
render at diferetion, to the number of twenty-three thou- tabrians 
fand. Ten thoufand of thefe were incorporated among the fuhdued’^ 
Roman auxiliaries, to be employed againfl: the Afturians ; 
the reft were difarmed, and fold to the beft bidder; but 
moft of them laid violent hands on themfelves, defpifing 
their lives after the lofs of their liberty and arms *. Canta- 
bria, now Bifcay, being thus reduced, Auguftus divided 
his army into two bodies ; one be detached, under the com- 
mand of Titus Carifius, into Lufitania, whither fome of 


* Orof. lib, vi. cap, 21. y Suet, in 0 £tav, cap. * Orof. 

ibid. Dio, lib. liii. Veil. Pat. lib. ii, 
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the Afturlans had retired, and the other he himfelf corn 
mtdalfo into their country. 'Ihe Afturians in Lufitariia were, 

the Aftu- ^ battle, which lafted two days, entirely defeated by 
tian$. Carifius, who could not help acknowleging, that the Aftu- 
rians equaled in valour the Romans. On the other hand, 
Auguftus and Antiflius, entering the country of thofe brave, 
but unfortunate people, cut moft of them in pieces, and 
made themfelves maftera of all their cities and fortrefles. 
Thus were the two moft w'^arlike nations of Spain forced to 
receive the yoke, without being ever after able to recover 
their ancient liberty. Auguftus built feveral cities to keep 
the rebellious Spaniards in awe; among the reft Csefar 
Auguda, now Saragofa, and Augufta Emerita, now Merida, 
fo called, becaufe#it Was founded by Auguftus, and peopled 
by his veterans, called in Latin Emeriti He likewife built 
a ftone bridge over the Iberus, to facilitate the march of the 
Roman troops from one province to another. 

In the courfe of this year feveral wars were carried on 
with equal fuccefs in other parts. Marcus Craflus, one 
of Auguftus’s lieutenants, overcame the Moefians, a fierce 
and lavage people beyond the Danube. M. Vincius gained 
confiderable advantages over feme nations of Germany, for 
which the title of Imperator was conferred upon Auguftus, 
under whofe aufpices Vincius had fought. Terentius 
*ihe Salajft Varro, furnamed Murena, reduced the SalaOi, and obliged 
fubdued, them to fubmit to fuch terms as he thought proper to im- 
pofe. After they had delivered up their arms, Varro fent 
forty thoufand of their youth to Eporedia, now Ivrea, 
w^here they were condemned to flavery for the term of 
twenty years. Auguftus divided their lands among the 
lokUers of his guard, and founded in the new colony a city, 
which he called Augufta Pra^toria, now known by the 
name of Aofta. The whole glory of this expedition was 
aferibed to Auguftus, though he was then in Spain, and a 
magnificent monument erefted, by a decree of the fenate, 
to his honour, in the midft of the Alps, on which were 
engraved the names of forty-three nations inhabiting thofe 
mountains, whq were faid to have been fubdued by him, 
and brought under the Roman yoke ^ (T). 

While Auguftus was waging war with the rebellious 
Spaniards, Cornelius Gallus, to whom Virgil inferibed his 
tenth and laft eclogue, was condemned to perpetual banifti- 

Dio, lib. liii. p. 5 14. Orof. ibid. b Plin. 

lib. 111. cap. %o. 

(T) The remains of this feen in the neighbourhood of 

ftately monument arc ftill to be Monaco. 


ment 
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by the fenate, for having fpoken with too much li- 
berty of Auguflus. He had been appointed by the emperor, 
•who loved and efteemed him on account of his fine genius, 
the firft governor of Egypt, which he opprcfled in a very 
tyrannical manner, ftripping the moft wealthy cities of the 
country, particularly the famous Thebes, of all their or- 
naments, and laying heavy taxes on the inhabitants. Elated 
with pride, he ruled more like an abfolute monarch than a 
fubordinate. magiftrate, creeling ftatues to himfelf in the 
chief cities of that kingdom, and infcribing his own name 
and actions on the pyramids. Such extraordinary proceed- 
ings obliged Auguftus to recall him, to brand him with in- 
famy, and forbid him his houfe, and the provinces under 
his command. Gallus, thus ftigmatiaed, uttered many 
difrefpe£fful fpeeches againft the empert)r ; for which, as 
well as for hie rapines, extortions, and other mifdemeanors, 
he was, by the unanimous fuffrages of the fenate, con- 
demned to baniftment ; but he prevented the execution of 
the fentence, by falling on his own fword Auguftus, 
whofc favour he had gained by his military exploits, and 
the elegance of his poetical compofitions, is faid to have 
wept, when he received in Spain the news of his death, 
complaining, that he alone was not allowed to fet what 
bounds he pleafed to his refentment : however, he returned 
thanks to the fenate for the zeal they had fliewn on this 
occafion for the fafety of his perfon, and the glory of his 
name This year died Amyntas, king of Pifjdia. He 
had been fecretary to old king Deiotarus, and raifedby Marc 
Antony, whom he ferved with great fidelity, to the throne, 
which Auguftus fuffered him to enjoy, but would not allow 
him to tranfmit it to his pofterity ; fo that Pifidia, with Ga- 
latia and Lycaonia, upon his death, were reduced to a Ro- 
man province, and firft governed by M. Lollius, in quality 
of propr^tor 

During Auguftus^s refidence in Spain, Agrippa, who had 
remained in Rome, was no lefs employed in adorning with 
magnificent ftru£lures that ftately metropolis, than others 
were in extending its dominions. Among the many public 
edifices he built at his own charge, the moft remarkable 
were the porch and temple of Neptune, the hot baths, called 
Thermse Agrippse, and the Pantheon, a celebrated temple, 
fo named, according to Dio, from the many images of the 
gods with which it was embelliflied^ or rather from its 

, ^'Strabo, lib. xvii. p. 819. Ammian. Marcel, lib. xvii, Dio, lib. 
liii. p. 51a. Eufeb. in Chron. ^ Suet, in Oftav. c^. 66. 

* putrop. lib, vii. Sext. Ruf. in Breviar. 
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arched roof, which refembled the heavens. ^ This wonder^ 
ful ftrudure was inilhed this year, in the ninth confulihip 
of Auguftus, and is preferred entire to this day (U). 

ThSar^ While A iigufius continued at Tarracon, his health not 
fnatians, allowing him yet to fet out on his return to Rome, he had 

^c^fenJ* fatisfa6tion to fee the moft remote nations of the North 
ambaja- Eaft, that is, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the 

don to Indians, and the Seres (W), courting his friendfhip with 
Augujius, embalTies, and rich prefents ^ Florus tells us, that the 
Seres were four years on their journey, and that they pre- 
fented Auguftus with pearls, precious ftones, and elephants. 
The following year Julia, Augiiftus’s daughter, by Scribo- 
nia, was married to Marcellus, the nephew of Auguftus, 
by his fifter 0£^avfa,c a youth of extraordinary accomplifli- 
meats, and already adopted by Auguftus, who had no hopes 
of iftiie by his wife Livia, whom he paffionately loved 
Vr. of FI, In fhg enfuing year Auguftus entered upon his tenth con- 

Amrcbr. having C. Norbaniis Flaccus for his colleague. 

aj. When he returned to Rome, the fervile fenate pafled a de- 
U. C. 71.5. cree, by which he was freed from the obligation of all laws, 

"" and impowered to govern the republic according to his ar- 

New //o ^ bitrary will and pleafure. At the fame time, by a folemn 
flrr^JTn ^PP^oved of all his ads, and decreed, that Mar- 

Auguflas, cellus, though not above fixteen years of age, fhould, on 
account of his extraordinary merit, have a place in the fe- 
nate among thofe of the praetorian rank, and that he might 
ftaiul for the confulate ten years fooner than he was allowed 
by the l;\ws. It was likewife ordained in favour of Tibe- 
rius, fon-iu-law to Auguftus, that be might ftand for the 
CLirule ollicc‘1 five years fooner than the ufual time. Thefe 
decrees were no fooner pafTcd, than Marcellus was made 
aedile, and Fiberiiis appointed qiiaeftor 
Ur>fuccefsj 1 his, or, as fome afiert, the preceding year, was remark- 
for an expedition againft the fouthern Arabs, under- 
iws Callus by^Edius Gallus, a Roman knight, the third gover- 

Arabia ^"or of Egypt under Auguftus. The emperor, being in- 
fdix, 

^ Flor. I'l). iv. cap. 1-, Sueton. in 0£fav. cap. 21. Orof, lib. vi, 
cap. 21. Eutr. lib, vii. s Dio, lib. liii. p. 51^. ^ Dio, ibid. 

(I',/ It IS a doubt among an- whence filk was called /^?7r^3f, 
tifjuaucs, v/bethtT Agrippa did and a iilken garment ferkum^ 
a r.) thing more thaa^>add the by the Greeks as well as the La- 
portK'o to this famous temple. tins. From the country of the 
( Y ) 1 he beres, the fame Seres, that is, from China, filk 
people whom we now call the was brought into Perfia, and 
V nnere, are thought to have from Perfia into Greece and 
been the nrif who made filk; Italy, 
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formed that South Arabia abounded in gold, filvcr, and 

Other riches, refolved, either by fair means or forge, to open 
a commerce between them and his fubjedls : hut his views 
extended even to the redu£tion of the Troglodytes, their 
country being feparated from South Arabia, only by the nar. 
row ftreights now called the Streights of Babelmandel, 
through which the Arabian gulf difeharges itfelf into the 
fouthern ocean. For this expedition Augullus furniflied 
Gallus with ten thoufand men; Herod, king of Judsea, 
fent him five hundred, drawn out of his own guards ; and 
Obodas, king of the Nabathsean Arabs, fupplied him with 
a thoufand more, under the command of Sylljcus, his chief 
minifter. 

Sylljeus undertook to be Callus’s gu^dd in this expedition ; is 
but with no other view than to betray htm, and render the 
enterprize abortive. Gallus had propofed to march through 
the country of the Nabathaeans, and from thence into South 
Arabia, or Arabia Felix ; but Syllseus falfly informing him, 
that there was no fafe paflage thither by land, he built an 
hundred and thirty tranfports at Cleopatris, a port at the 
bottom of the Arabian gulf, or R.ed Sea ; and, putting his.^ 
army on board of them, failed for Leucocome, a maritime 
city of the Nabathaeans on the other fide of that fea. As 
this was a very dangerous navigation, on account of the 
many rocks and ftielves in that part of the Arabian gulf, 
and Syllaeus condu6led them the worft way through it, he 
was fifteen days in his paflage, and loll a great many 
fhips. On his landing, his army was feized with a dlflem- 
per common in that country, which obliged him to continue 
inactive at Leucocome, and in that neighbourhood, for the 
remaining part of the fummer, and the following winter. 

Early next fpring he left Leucocome; and, after a painful 
march of fix months fouthward, being led by the treacher- 
ous Syllaius through ways almo.ft impaflTable, he arrived on 
the borders of Arabia Felix. 

Upon his approach, Sabus king of that country fled, aban- 
doning his metropolis, called by Strabo the city of the 
Agrans, which Gallus took by alTault. From thence he 
continued his march fouthward, and arrived on the fixth 
day at a river, where a numerous body of Arabs aflembled 
to Tlifpute his paflage ; but Gallus attacking them, cut ten Hedtfeats 
thoufand in pieces, with the lofs of two men only. With- the Arabs, 
out farther oppofition, he made himfejf matter of Anneftus, 

Afca, Magufum, Tomraacum, Labeccia, Mariaba, a city 
fix miles in compafs, Athrula, where he left a gariifon, and 
Caripeta. From Caripeta he penetrated farther into the 
country, and, after fome days march, reached Marfyabte, 

L 4 a city 
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a' city of the Rhamanites, who were governed by a petty 
prince named Ilafarus : he befieged the place ; but was 
obliged, after feveral unfuccefsful attempts, to drop thaten-? 
terprize, for want of water. His men being feized with 
various diftempers, occafioned by the heat of the climate^ 
and the unwholfomenefs of the air, water, and herbs of the 
country, and great numbers of them dropping off daily, he 
thought it advifeable to retreat into the country of the Na- 
bathasans, and from thence purfuc his route into Egypt. 
Accordingly, having difeovered the treachery of Syllseus, he 
marched homeward, under the condudt of more faithful 
guides ; and came in fix days to Anograna ; whence, after 
having put to flight king Sabus, who attempted to harafs 
him on his march, purfued his journey to Negra, called 
alfo Hygra, which*^ he reached in fixty days j whereas he 
had fpent fix months in marching from thence to the con- 
fines of Arabia. At Negra he embarked his troops, and 
having crofled the Arabian Gulf in eleven days, he landed 
at Myos Hormus, on the Egyptian fide ; and from thence, 
by the way of Coptus, led back the miferable remains of his 
army to Alexandria, after having fpent two years in this 
unhappy expedition. In the feveral fkirmifhcs he had with 
the enemy, he loft only feven men 5 but the far greater 
part of his forces perifhed either by famine or difeafes ‘ (W). 

While ^lius Gallus was employed with part of the Egyp- 
tian army in thivS expedition, Candace, queen of jd’lthiopia, 
invading the province of Thebais in Upper Egypt with a 
great army, furprifed the cities of Syene, Elephantina, and 
Phyllis, carried the Romans, who garrifoned them, into, 
captivity, overthrew Auguftus’s ftatues, and laid wafte the 
whole country. Alarmed at this invafion, C. Petroniiis, at 
that time governor of Egypt, having, with amazing expe- 
dition, got together a body of ten thoufand foot, and eight 
hurjdred horfe, marched againft the'warlike queen, and, 
coming up with her in the neighbojurhood of Pfelcha, a 
city of Ethiopia, on the banks of the Nile, defeated her ar- 


* Dio, lib. liii. p. Strabo,, lib. xvi, p. 780. & lib. ii. p. 

lib. xvij. p. 820. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xv, cap. la. Sc. de Bell. 
Judaic, lib. i cap. 16. Plin. lib, vi, cap. zS. 

(W) Some of the medicinal the reft, treacle, which, on his 
compoiitiens, which he invent- return, he prefented to Au- 
ed againfi the diftempers that guftus, telling him, that it had 
reigned in his army, are men- faved the lives of ipany of his 
-tioned by Galen, and, among foldier8(t). 

( I ) Galen, dc Antidot. lib, ii« 
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my, though thirty thoufand ftrong, and made himfelf matter h defeated 
pf Pfelcha, the key of Ethiopia on the fide of Egypt. ^ Pare* 
From Pfelcha Petronius penetrated above eight hundred 
miles into the country ; and, after having palled thofe de- 
ferts, where the whole army of Cambyfcs is faid to have 
been by a fudden ttorm buried in the fand, he took, with- 
out oppolition, the cities of Premnis, Aboccis, Phturis, 
Cambyfcs, Atteva, and Stadifis ; which laft place ttood 
near the cataracts of the Nile. Encouraged by this fuc- 
cefs, the Roman general advanced to Napata, which Dio 
calls Tenape, the metropolis of the kingdom, which he 
took, and dettroyed ; and from thence pufhed forwards, till 
at length, being unable to proceed farther, on account of 
the great deferts, nor remain there any longer, on account 
of the excelTIve heat of the climate, he was obliged to re- 
turn. Having, therefore, put a garrifon of four hundred 
men into Premnis, one of the ftrongeft fortrelTes of Ethio- 
pia, and fupplied it with provifons for two years, he re- 
turned to Alexandria, carrying with him many thoufand 
captives, w’^hom he fold for Haves, except one thoufand, in 
which number were the chief commanders of Candace’s 
army ; and thofe he fent as a prefent to Auguftus. The 
queen of Ethiopia, upon the firft notice of the departure of 
the Romans, having alTembled new forces, attacked with 
great vigour the garrifon they had left at Premnis ; but 
Petionius returning with aftonilhing expedition, fhe was 
obliged not only to raife the fiege, but to conclude a peace concludes a 
upon terms very advantageous to the Romans. However, peace with 
Auguftus afterwards remitted the tribute, and reftored to 
her all the cities which Petronius had feized mans. 

During thefe tranfa£lions in the Eaft, the Afturians and TheCan^ 
Cantabrians attempted to recover their liberty ; and having, tabrians 
by a ftratagem, furprifed a confiderable body of the Ro- 4^"- 
mans, put them all to the fword. AElius Lamia, whom 
Auguftus had left governor of that part of Spain, foon re- aA foon 
venged their death, laying waftc the whole country with reduced^ 
fire and fword, and cruelly maflacring moft of the young 
men who were able to bear arms j by which means he re- 
duced them in lefs than a month to entire fubjcdlion K 

In the courfe of the following year, Auguftus, being in Au^ufiusat 
his eleventh confulfhip, with Cn. Calpurnius Pifo, fell into the pom 
a dangerous diftemper, which brought him to the point of 
death. When he thought himfelf paft recovery, he fent 
for the curule magiftrates, and the chief men of vtne fenato- 

^ Strabo, lib. xvii* p# 820* Dio, lib. Hv, p, 524, 525. Plin*Hb. vi. 
cap. *9, J Dio, p. 523, 524. 
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rial and equeftrlan order, who had no doubt that he dcfigned 
to name in their prefence his fucceflbr, and entail the em- 
pire on his family. They were, therefore, greatly furprifed 
to fee the dying emperor, without uttering a Tingle word, 
put into the hands of his colleague Calpurnius Pifo bis laft 
will, and with it a book of his own writing, which contained 
a *diilin£l: and minute account of all the towns, provinces, 
allies, forces, riches, and taxes, of the whole Roman em- 
pire. The contents of his will, which was to be opened 
only after his death, were never known ; but from his not 
naming a fuccefTor, and his delivering to the chief magif- 
trates, in fo critical a juncture, an account of the revenues 
and forces of the empire, they concluded, that his defign 
was to put the corfttponw'calth into the hands of the fenaie 
and people. His *ting he delivered to Agrippa, fignifying 
thereby, as was then interpreted, that, if they defired to be 
governed by one man, they could not choofe a perfon better 
qualified for fo great a truft than this illuftrious Roman. 
As for Marccllus, his fon-in-law, his nephew, and his foil 
by adoption, whom every one believed he would name for 
his fuccelTor, be feemed to have entirely forgot him. This 
unexpefted behaviour of Auguftus at the point of death, 
when his fincerity could not be reafonably queftioned, 
gained him the afFe£lions of the people above any thing he 
had hitherto performed : they thought him more worthy of 
being folemnly deified, and ranked among the gods, for the 
difinterefted love he fliewed for bis country, than his father 
Julius on account of his warlike exploits. 

But the apotheofis of Auguftus was deferred for many 
years ; for Antonius Mufa, a famous Greek phyfician, bro-r 
ther to Eupborbus, phyfician to Juba, king of Mauritania, 
by cooling potions, and the ufe of the cold bath, reftored 
him to his health, to the unfpeakable joy of the fenate and 
people, who immediately ordered a ftatue of brafs to be 
ere«fted to Mufa, oppofite that of ^fculapius, a diftinftion 
never before granted to any freedman : he was alfo allowed 
to wear a gold ring ; and all perfons of his profeflion were 
for ever, in gratitude to him, exempted from all manner 
f Rome for and tributes The recovery of Auguftus oc- 

cafioned great rejoicings in the city, medals were ftruck, 
many of which have reached our times, and the moft mag- 
nificent fports exhibited that had ever been feen at Rome. 
We are told, that fome fathers, then on their death-beds, 
comrpaiided their children to facrifice vicliims in their name, 
as a thankfgiving to Jupiter Capitolinus, with this inftrip- 
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tion, The day of our death was the day of Auguftus’s re- 
covery The emperor, as foon as he was in a condition to 
appear abroad, went to the fenate-houfe, where, after having 
thanked the fathers in the moft flattering terms for the con- 
cern they had fliewn during his illnefs, and the joy they 
had exprefled on his recovery, he opened his will, and 
offered to read it to the aflTembly, in order to convince them 
that he had appointed himfelf no fucceflbr \ but left them 
at full liberty either to re-eftabliOi the ancient form of go- 
vernment, or choofe for themfelves a fovereign ; but they 
all exclaimed, that they would not by any means fufler him 
to take that trouble, fince they were, without any farther 
proof, convinced of the fincerity of his intentions, and his 
diflnterefted zeal for the public welfar^. * 

The behaviour of Auguftus during his^ illnefs occafioned Mifundtr* 
a mifunderftanding between Marcellus and Agrippa. The flanding 
former, thinking himfelf injured by his uncle, who had 
preferred to one of his own family a man of mean defeent, 
a mere foldier of fortune, expreffed his refentment, not ^ ^ 
againft the emperor, but againft his favourite, treating him 
on many occafions with great contempt, Agrippa was not 
a man to bear with fuch ufage. The emperor, therefore, to 
prevent the ill confequences of their mutual jealoufies, 
thought it advifeable to feparate them *, and accordingly ap- 
pointed Agrippa governor of Syria, who immediately left 
Rome, hut went no farther than Mitylene, in the ifland of 
Lefbos, whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the pro- 
vinces committed to his care. 

Auguftus, now thinking his authority fufhciently efta- 
blifhed, refigned the fafees to P. Seftius, a man of an un- 
blemiftied charafter, though a conftant and faithful fiiend 
to Brutus, under whom he had ferved in the battle of Phi- 
lippi, in quality of proquaeftor, and whofe memory he highly 
reverenced. The fenate was fo afFe^ledwith this impartial idc-who- 
conducf of Auguftus, in preferring a man of Seftius’s charac- noun 
ter to many of his own friends who afpired to the fame dig- h.ejxped fin 
nity, that they heaped new honours upon him, declared bim 
perpetual proconfiil of the Roman empire, impowered him 
to aflemble the fenate when he pleafed ; and, what he valued 
above all other prerogatives, allowed him to exercife the 
autlfbrity of the tribuneftiip, and enjoy all the privileges an- 
nexed to that dignity, not only within the walls of Rome, 
but in the moft diftant provinces. Such an ample and un- 
Jhnited power was without precedent ; but the emperor rea- 
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tlily accepted it, as it rendered his perfon facred, and fecured 
him againft all outrages and infults®. 

In the confulate of Cn. Calpurnius Pifo and L. Seftius, 
Phraates, king of Parthia, being reftored to the throne by 
the Scythians, Tiridates, whom the Parthians had chofen 
in his room, being obliged to fave himfelf by flight, came 
to Rome, with the chief men of his party, to folicit the aflift- 
ance of Auguflus, promifing to hold the kingdom of him, 
in cafe he fhould be reftored by his means to the throne. 
On the other hand, Phraates fent ambafladors after him to 
defeat hisdefigns, and to demand of Auguftus the delivery 
of his rebellious flaves, as he ftyled them, and the releafe of 
his fon, whom Tiridates had put into the emperor’s hands 
at Antioch. AugfiUns introduced the ambafladors to the 
fenatc ; but after fliey bad pleaded the caufc of their re- 
fpeftive princes before the fathers, without confulting them, 
he declared, that he would not deliver Tiridates into tlie 
hands of Phraates, nor aflift either of them againft the 
other : however, he gave Tiridates leave to live at Rome, 
ordering him, out of the public treafury, an allowance (uit- 
able to his rank ; and fent back to Phraates his fon, on con- 
dition that he fliould reftore all the captives and enflgns 
taken from Craflus and Antony. This reftitution Phraates 
promifed 5 but did not immediately perform p. 

This year Marcellus was feized with a hc£fic fever, which 
AiUonius Mufa undertook to cure ; but the remedies he pre- 
fciibcd, the fame which had faved the life of Auguftus, 
were commonly believed to have occafioned his death, in 
the nineteenth year of his age, to the inexpreflible grief 
of Auguftus, his mother 0£favi3, and the Ro.man people, 
whofe hearts he had won by his extraordinary accomplifli- 
ments, obliging behaviour, and uncommon modefty. His 
funeral obfequies were performed with the utmoft magni- 
ficence in the Campus Martius, Auguftus, who was his 
neareft relation, pronouncing, according to cuftom, his fu- 
neral oration *1. 

Next year, M. Claudius Marcellus .flEferninus and L. 
Arnntius being confuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rome, 
and all the other cities of Italy j which, as the lands were 
left uncultivated, was attended with a general famine. The 
'i'iber overflowed, and laid great part of the city underwa- 
ter. Lightning fell on the Pantheon, and deftroyed feveral 
ftatues in that temple. The populace, imagining that the 

® Dio, Hbk liii. p. 518. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 91. Jofeph. .An- 
tiq. hb. xi. cap, 13. Suet. ibid. cap, 66. p Dio, lib. liii, p. 5*8, 

5*9. Juftin. lib. xlii. cap. 5. s Dio, lib. liii. p. 517, 519. Veil. 

I*atercul. lib. ii. cap. 93, Tacit. Annal. ii. Virg. .^n<;id. hb. vi. 

gods 
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gods had vifited them with thefe, and threatened them with 
greater calamities, becaufe they had fufFered Augullus to 
lay down the confulate, furrouiided the fenate-houfe, and 
threatened to let fire to it, iinlefs the fathers immediately- 
created him dictator. The confeript fathers readily com- 
plied with their requeft ; then the people repaired in crouds 
to the houfe of Auguftus, ^;idth twenty-four axes andfafees, 
intreating -him to accept of the diclatorlliip ; but he wifely 
declined the offer, having already all the i>ower and autho- 
rity, without the envy and danger, annexed to that title. 
Howeveri that he might not feem to defpife the favours of 
the people, hc'accepted the office of general purveyor, which 
had been formerly conferred on Pomppy the Great, and 
took care to fupply the city with plcftty^of provifions, ap- 
pointing annually two perfons for that purpofe, who had 
difeharged the praetorlhip two years before. He could by 
no means be prevailed upon to allume the office of perpetual 
cenfor ; but named to that important employment Paulus 
jEmilius Lepidus, brother to the triumvir, by whom he 
had been proferibed, and L. Munatius Plancus, formerly 
one of Antony’s moft zealous partizans ; but Lepidus dying 
foon after, and Plancus being a man of a moft infamous cha- 
radfer, Auguftus took upon himfelf to perform the fundfions, 
though he declined the title, of thatmagiftracy, and enadled 
feveral excellent laws relating to the reformation of manners 
(X) : but all thefe meafures taken for the advantage of the 

public. 


(X) From the sediles he tranf- 
ferred the care of the public 
Ihews and fports to the praetors, 
whom he reduced to ten, and 
would not allow them to exhibit 
the ufual fports at their own 
charges ; but obliged the people 
to contribute a fmall fum for 
their own diverfions, and paid 
the reft out of the public trea- 
fury. He ordered, by a parti- 
cular edidt, that none Ihould 
exhibit the (hew of gladiators 
witlfbut leave from the fenate, 
and then only twice a year, and 
with no more than one hundred 
and twenty combatants. As 
many perfons of rank, women 
as Well ^8 men, had of late de- 
bafed theiUfelves to adt and 
dance upon the ftage, Auguftus 


reftrained fuch fcandalous prac- 
tices, by forbidding, under the 
feverell: penalties, any of the Ic- 
natorial or equeftrian order to 
appear on the ftage. Auguftus, 
in this zenith of his power, was 
lb condefeending as to appear 
in courts of judicature like a pri- 
vate perfon, and even to plead 
for his friends, or attend them 
when cited before the praetors, 
or other judges. This com- 
plaifancc often drew infults 
upon him from'the adverfe par- 
ties, as it happened in the cafe 
of one M. Primus, who was ac- 
cufed of having made an irrup- 
tion into the country of the 
Odryfians, while he was go- 
vernor of Macedon, Primus 
inftiutained, that he had been 
ordered 
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public, were not fufficient to exempt him from the ma- 
chi nations of thofe who wiflied to fee the ancient form of 
Cwfpiraey government reftored. Murena, and Fannius Caepio, th6 

tgmnflAu- ^ 

man of an unblemifhed charadfer, and the latter 
guj US, greatefl debauchee in Rome, formed a confpiracy againft 

him ; for the execution of which a day and place were al- 
Dijamfer^ ready appointed : but in the mean time Murena difclofed 
tdyandtke {}.,£ whole to his filer Terentilla, and (he to her hufband 
7(^stunijb~ M^cenas, who imparted it to the emperor, after having ad- 
^ ■' vifed his brother-in-law, and the other cqnfpirators, to ab- 
fcondj till he (hould be able to obtain their pardon : but 
Augullus would not lifteii to the entreaties cither of Mae- 
cenas or Proculeiys, who was brother to Murena, and in 
fuch favour with /h£ emperor, that he had been long in 
fufpenfe whether he (hould beftow his daughter Julia on 
him or Marcellus. As Auguilus proved inflexible, the con- 
fpirators were fummoned to take their trials, and, not ap- 
pearing, interdicled fire and ^ater throughout the whole 
extent of the Roman empire. Csepio was conveyed in the 
night-time, by a faithful flave, to the Tiber in a balket, and 
put on board a fmall vclTcl, which landed him at Oftia. 
From Oitia the flave coiidu£led him fafe to Laurentum, and 
from thence to Cumse, w'here he was betrayed by another 
(lave to a centurion, who cut off his head, and carried it to 
Rome. Murena was difeovered in Rome, and put to death 
by the emiflTaries of Auguftus. 

As the confpirators had been abfolved by tbe votes of fomc 
of the judges, the emperor, fearing fuch criminals might, 
for the future, efcape unpunilhed, enadled tw^o laws, im- 
lavjs en~ porting, that all guilty perfons, who refufed to appear, 
*u<veiVlri- condemned to the fame punilhments, which would 

minah and inflidled upon them, if they had been regularly 

their tried and convi£led ; and that, for the future, the judges, 

judges, in criminal cafes, (hould deliver their opinions, not in writ- 

ing, but openly, and by word of mouth. Left the feverity 
he (hewed on this occafion might inflame the minds of the 


ordered by Auguflus to make 
war upon the Odryfians ; where- 
upon Auguftus, appearing foon 
after in court, was a(ked by the 
praetor, whether Primus’s pica 
was true or not. The emperor 
anfwered, that Primus was cer- 
tainly miftaken, fince he was 
very fure he had given no fuch 
orders. I'his open and pofitive 
declairution left no room for any 


reply ; which fo provoked L. 
Murena, who pleaded for Pri- 
mus, that he could not help 
a (king the emperor with 'great 
boldnefs and anger, “ What 
bufmefs he had there ; and 
what had brought him to a place 
where he was neither expecled 
nor wanted “ The public 
good,*’ replied Auguftus, with 
great calniners and moderation. 

people. 
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jytopie, he took no notice of the behaviour of old Cicpio, 
who not only fet at liberty the flave who had conveyed his 
fon out of Rome, but fentenced the other to be crucified, 
after having caufed him to be led through the ftreets of 
che city, with a writing, which exprefled the caufe of his 
punifhment. -At this time Auguflus, to gain the fenate, 
delivered up to the fathers the provinces of Cyprus and Nar- 
bonne Gaul, which, from this time, began to be ranked 
among the proconfular provinces, and to be governed by 
mvigiitrales fent thither by the fenate ^ This year the Can- 
tabrians and Afturians revolted again j but were foon fulv 
je6led by C. Furnius. 

Italy, and all the provinces in the Weft, enjoying pro- 
found tranquility, Auguftus refolvedt« rnakc a progrefs into 
the Eaft ; and, with this view, fet out for Sicily towards the 
end of the year, leaving the people at fiilf liberty in the 
choice of their confuls. At the time appointed, therefore, 
for the great eledlions, the centuries met, and unanimoully 
raifed to the confulate Au^ftus, and gave him M. Lollius 
for his colleague ; but he refufirig to accept of that dignity, 
and even to name another In his room, the centuries met a 
fecond time ; when fuch diforders were raifed in the comi- 
tia by the ambition of the two competitors, L. Silanus and 
Q^ujEmilius J-epidus, that the wifer citizens thought proper 
to Iblicit Auguftus to return to Rome, and put a flop to the 
contefts and divifions which the oppolite fa£tions had raifed 
in the city. Auguftus received the account of thefe dif- 
turbances with fecret fatisfa£lioxi, hoping they would con- 
vince the moft zealous and obftinate republicans, that they 
were no longer capable of governing themfelves as for- 
merly : however, left the quarrels of two fuch men, who 
had a great number of clients, and were allied to moft of 
the chief families in Rome, fhould produce a civil war, he 
reprimanded the candidates feverely, and commanded them 
to keep at a diftance from Rome till the eledlion fliould be 
over. This precaution did not reftore tranquility to the 
city ; the friends of the two competitors fupported their re- 
fpective interefts with the fame warmth as if he had been 
prefent ; but at length Lepidus’s party prevailed, and he vi/as 
chofen conful. However, Auguftus, to prevent fuch dif- 
turbances for the future, judged it necelTary to create a new 
magiftrate, whofe province (hould be to maintain peace and 
tranquility in the metropolis. Agrippa feemed to him the 
moft proper perfon for fuch an important office : he there- 
fore difpatched a mefl’enger to him, ordering him to quit 

' Dio, lib. liv. p. 533« lib. liii. p. 504. 
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the ifland of Leftos, and repair to him in Sicily. On tils 
arrival, he commanded him to divorce Marcella, though 
daughter to Odavia, and Auguftus’s niece, and to mairy 
his daughter Julia, the widow of Marcellus (Y). 

' Auguftus, having fettled the affairs of Sicily, palTed into 
Greece, where he fhcwed particular marks of favour to the 
Lacedaemonian^ on whom he beftowed the ifland of Cy- 
thera, and five other cities, as a reward for the kindnefs 
they had formerly fhewn to Livia, when fhe fled with her 
hulband and fon out of Italy. He punifhed the Athenians 
for having ere8:ed flatues to Brutus and CafEus, and after- 
wards affillcd Antony. He depiived them of the ifland of 
Angina, and the city of Eretria, forbidding them for the fu- 
ture to fell the rigfits of their city, which .through t them vaft 
fums, the Romans themfelves glorying in being free of 
Athens/. From Greece Augullus failed to Samos, and 
there wintered. 

Early in-the fpring, M. Apuleius and P. Silius Nerva being 
confuls, Auguftus left Samos, and croffed over into Afia, fet- 
tling the afl'airs of the provinces, through which he pafled. 
He deprived the Cyzicans of their liberty, for having fcourg- 
cd, and put to death, fome Roman citizens. The fame punifh- 
ment he inflicted on the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon, judg- 
ing this the moft efFe£l:ual method of fuppreflSng the faftions 
which reigned in thefe cities, and were attended with fre- 
quent murders. As he drew near the borders of Parthia, 
Phruates king of that country, dreading a foreign war, not 
only ferit back to him all the enfigns and captives taken by 
the Parthians in their wars with'CralTus and Antony, but 
fubferibed to all the conditions which Auguftus impofed, 
giving four of his fons, with their wives and children, as 
hoftages for the performance of articles ^ Auguftus having 
thus recovered the Roman eagles and captives, commanded 
the fenate to fhut up the temple of Janus, which he had 
opened on his fctting out for the Eaft, and to offer facri- 
fices to the gods, for the fuccefs whicli had attended him 
in this expedition. 

At the fame time Auguftus fettled the affairs of Armenia. 
Attabazes, king of that counti'y, having been taken pri- 
foner by Antony, and carried to Alexandria, Artaxias, his 

o 

• t)\o, p. 525. t pio, ibid. 

(Y) We are told, that Msece- Agrippa fo great and powerful, 
nas promoted’ this match, by he ought either to cut him off, 
fuggeftiiig to Auguftus, when or unalterably attach him to 
he confulted him about it, that, his intereft, by marrying him 
flnee he had already made to his daughter. 
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fen, whom Did calls Artabazes, fucceeded 'him ; but he 
making himfclf obnoxious to his fubje£ls by a moft tyran- 
nical and oi^reflivc reign, they complained of him to Au- - 
guftus, defiring to have Tigranes, his younger brother, who 
was then at Rome, to reign over them. Auguftus complied Auguflus 
with their requert, and fent Tiberius, the fon of Livia, appoints 
with an army into Armenia, to expel Artaxias, and place 
Tigianes on the throne. Artaxias being killed by his own 
ful)je6l:s before the arrival of Tiberius, and Tigranes ad- 
mitted, without oppofition, to fucceed him, the young Ro- 
man had no opportunity of fignalieing himfelf by any mi- 
litary exploits : however, he crowned the new king with W/o re- 
great pomp and magnificence, placing t^e diadem upon his 
tribunal, and obliging Tigranes to retei^^e it of him, as if 
he had been indebted to him for his kingdom “ (Y). ^ erius. 

This year Julia, who had no children by her firfl huf- 
band Marcellus, brought Agrippa a fon, who was named 
Caius, and on whofe birth day a perpetual facrifice, with 
other folemnities, was decreed Towards the end of the 
fummer, Auguftus left Syria ; and being attended by Herod, 
king of Judsea, to the fea-fide, embarked, and failed for 
Samos, where he pafied the enfuing winter. The confular 
year being expired, Auguftus was named conful in the af- 
fembly of the people, and C. Sentius Saturninus given him 
for his colleague. Auguftus declining that office, the fac- 
tions revived, and the Campus Martius was turned into a ‘ 
field of battle, many perfons being killed in the Tray ; fo 
that Auguftus, to appeafe the diforders that were raifed on 
this occafion by the ambitious competitors, was obliged to 
name a colleague to Sentius of his own authority. The 
perfon he preferred was Lucretius Vefpillo, who had 
been formerly proferibed by the triumvirs, but at this time 
ferved under Auguftus in quality of lieutenant. Thefe two 
magiftrates, together with Agrippa, maintained peace and 
tranquility in the city, by puniftiing, with the utmoft fe- 
verity, the ringleaders of the late tumult 

« Dio, p. 526, V Dio, ibid, * Dio, ibid. 

(Y) Velleius Paterculus tells the fame of his name and ex- 
us, that entering Armenia at ploits, that they fent back to 
the h^d of his legions, he rc- Auguftus the Roman enfigna 
duced the whole country, and and captives ( i ) . But all other 
obliged the Armenians to re- writers aferibe the recovery of 
ceive Tigranes, whom he calls the enfigns to Auguftus, and 
A rtavafdes, for their king. He agree, that Tiberius performed 
adds, that the Parthians were nothing worth mentioning, 
o alarmed at his approach, and 

(i) Veil. Patercul. lib. ii« cap. 94> 
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While Auguftus rcfided at Samos, he received a feCond 
embaflV from the king of India. The ambafladors delivered 
to him a letter in the Greek tongue, vt/herein the king of 
India told him, that though he reigned over fix hundred 
kings, yet he had fo great a value for his fricndfhip, that 
he fent this embaffy on fo long a journey on purpofe to de- 
fireit; that he, was ready to meet him in what place he 
(hould pleafe to appoint; and that, upon the firlt notice, 
he would affift him to the utmoft of his power, in what- 
ever was right. This letter he fiibfcribed by the name of 
Porus, king of India (Z). Auguftus, early in the fpring, 
left Samos, after having declared the inhabitants free, and 
returned to Rome„ where he was received with loud accla- 
mations, and all ^loffihle marks of honour ; his bringing 
back the military enfigns and prifoners taken in the Par- 
thian wars, being what the Romans valued beyond the 
greateft viiStories (A). 

I'D The fix hundred kings, cubits long, a river tortoifethree 
whom he boalled to reign over, cubits long, a partridge bigger 
were the rajas, or petty princes, than a vultur, and fcvera ty- 
who governed the kingdom un- gers, the firfi: that hac^ver been 
der him, fcvcral of whofe^ de- fecn, either by the Greeks or 
fceiidants remained long alter ; Romans (i). r 

who, paying an annual tribute (A) In the courfe of this 
to the Great' Mogul, governed yearVirgil died, at Brundlifuim. 

• their fubiedls with an ablblute As he had not yet put the lalt 
authority. Of the ambafladors hand to his iEneid, he ordered, 
who fill! fet out from India, by his will, that performance 
three only reached the prefence to be burnt ; but Auguitus pre- 
of -‘.uiHiflus, the others dying vented this article of his will 
by the way. Of the three fur- from being performed. Vir- 
vmn^, one was Zarmar, a gil^s body was, according to his 
gymnofophiiV, who, following own appointment, conveyed to 
Augudus to Athens, there burnt Naples, and depofited in a mo- 
bimfelf iii his prefence, as Ca- nuraent ere£led for that pur^fe 
lanus, another of that left, had on the road from Naples to Fu- 
formerly done in the prefence teoli. On the monument was 
of Alexander. Among the engraved the following diftich, 
picfents which they brpught, writtenby the poet hirafelf(«) : 
were huge vipers, ferpentt ten 

M^tua me genuit ; Ctdabri rapuerfe ; tenet nunc , 

Parthenope ; cecini paicua, rura, duces. 


Now, turn’d to duft, to Naples I belong, 

Once to Calabria ; but from Mantua fprung 
Of Hiepherds, fields, and mighty chiefs I fung.’’ 


(i), Strabo, liv. xv. p. 719, 7x0. 
Virgdii. 


(x) Vide Tib. Donat, in /ita 

As 
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As a general depravity of manners reigned at this pe- 
Hod in Rome, the fenate prevailed upon Ataguftus to accept 
the office of ccnfor for five years. At the fame time they Auguflug 
conferred bn him the confular power for life ; ordaining, 
that he fhould always have twelve axes and fafees carried 
before him, and ihould fit in a curulc chair between the 
confuls. They likewife intreated him to make new laws, 
offering .to bind themfelves by oath to the obfervance of 
them : but the emperor refufed an oath, which he judged 
ufelefs, intimating, that if his laws were good, they would 
obferve theni without that tie ; if not, their oath would be 
ineffectual 7 . The prefence of Agrippa being no longer 
neceffary in Rome, Auguftus difpatche4 him into GhuI, to 
Hop the incurfions of the Germans, v^hev having paffed the 
Rhine, committed horrible ravages in the countries fubjeCt 
to Rome. But at the approach of this renowned com- 
mander, they repaffed the river, and ffieltered themfelves 
in their woods. 

Agrippa having left a fufficient number of troops to 
guard the banks of the Rhine, which was the boundary be- 
tween Gaul and Germany, paffed from thence into Spain, 
where the Cantabrians, notwith (landing their former Ioffes, 
had raifed new difturbances. Moft of their youth had a 
few years before been taken prifoners, and fold for (laves 
to the neighbouritig nations : but, having found means to 
break their chains, they had aflaffinated their mafters, and, 
returning into their own country, fortified themfelves, and 
attacked, with incredible fury, the Roman garrifons. A » HisexpedU 
grippa marched againft them with great expedition; but tionagamfl 
he met with fo vigorous a refiftance from that brave and 
gallant people, that his foldiers began to defpair of ever 
being able to reduce them. As the Cantabrians had waged 
war with the Romans for above two hundred years, they 
were well acquainted with their manner of fighting, not 
inferior to them in courage, and now become defperate, 77, 
knowing, that if they were conquered, after having fo often very, 
attempted to recover their liberty, they muff expeCl the 
moft fevere ufage, and cruel llavery. Animated with this 
refleClion, they fell upon the Romans with inexprcffible 
fury, routed them in feveral rencounters, and defended 
thenffelves, when attacked by the enemy, with fuch intre- 
pidity and refolution, that Agrippa afterwards owned, he 
had never, either by fea or land, been engaged in a more 
dangerous expedition* That brave commander was obliged 
to ufe entreaties, menaces, and to brand fome of his legion- 

y Dio, p. ^27* Suet, in O^av. 
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aries witti igtioimnyy before be could bring them to engage 
fo refolute and formidable an enemy. But having at length 
prevailed upon them to* try the chance of a battle in the 
open field, he fo animated them by his own eatample, that, 
after a moft pbftinate difpute, he gaijned a complete vi^ory ; 
which indeed coft him dear, but ended that deftru^live war. 
All the Cantabrians fit to bear arms were deftroyed, their 
caftles and faftnefles taken and rafed, dnd their, women, 
children, and old men, none elfe being left alive, obliged 
to abandon the mountainous places, and fettle iri the plain. 
Thus Agrippa completed the rediidlion of a brave nation^ 
which had kept the Roman arms employed ever fince the 
time of Scipio Afrkanus 

Agrippa, on hi^ return to Rome, exerted htmfblf won- 
derfully in embellifhing the city with new“ edifices, and 
fupplying it with great plenty of water ; which proved no 
lefs ornamental to that metropolis, than Convenient and 
ufcfal to the multitudes of people who Hocked thither from 
all parts of the then known world (A). Towards the end 
of this year Auguftus granted a triumph to LuciuS Corne- 
lius Balbus, for having fubdued the Garamantes, a people 
of Africa, hitherto unknown to the Romans. Balbus made 
himfcif mafler of all that country, w’hich lay between 
Africa properly fo called, that is, the ancient dominions of 
Carthage, Lower Ethiopia, and Getulia, extending, by that 
accellion, the limits of the Roman empire as far as the ri- 
ver Niger. Such an important conqueft Auguftus judged 
worthy of a triumph, which was accordingly granted to 
Balbus. Though he was not a native of Italy, but bom at 
Gades in Spain, and lately admitted to the tights of a Ro- 
man citizen, he had the glory of being the nrft foreigner 
who was honoured with this mark of diftihftion ; Auguf- 


21 Dio, p. 52S. Suet, in O 61 avio. 


(A) The waters Virgo, Ju- 
lia, and Tepula, were by him 
conveyed, at his own expeiice, 
into the city, by aqueduas of a 
moft magnificent ftrudure, and, 
for the moft part, fupported by 
large and beautiful columns of 
marble. The aqueducts of the 
waters Appia and Marcia Were 
by him repaired at an immenfe 
charge j and it is certain, that 
to Agrippa chiefly was Rome 

(i) Cafliod. lib. vu, cpift. 


indebted for that great plenty 
of wholefome water, which it 
enjoyed, perhaps, above all the 
the cities in the world, at 
that timd. To this Auguftus 
alluded, when heplea^fantly an- 
fwered the people, who com- 
plained to him of the fcarcity 
and dearth of wine, that A- 
gtippa had taken care they 
ftiould not die of thirft (i). 

Front, in Ai^useduftt 

tut 
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^us wifiply pyerfooking ancient cuftoms, to bonoui;and re- 
ward valour, without diftin4:ion, in men of all nations *. 

Next year P. Cornelius Letitulus and Cn, Cornelius Len- 
tulus, either brothers or relations, being confuls, Auguftus 
prolonged his authority for five years more, the firft ten 
years of his fovereign power being near expired **. His firft Augufiui 
meafure, after the prolongation ot his power, was to reform r^jorms 
•the feaate* Many, perfops of mean birth, and infamous 
charadlers, having been admitted into that body, during 
jthe confufiou of the civil wars, in order to purge the fcnate 
of fo many unworthy members, he agreed with Agrippa, 
whom he took for bis colleague in the cenforfhip, to re- 
duce the pumber of the fathers from a thoufand to hx hun- 
dred. To avoid the odium of chooSng them all himfelf, 
he named only thirty, empowering eaoi of them to elecft 
five ; of the five each of therp named, one only was to be 
chofen, and he by lotj fo that thirty only were elected at a 
jtime ; but, as foon as that ‘elefUon was over, five others 
were named by each of the thirty ele6lors, and one pf the 
five chofen by lot, as before. Though each of the thirty 
eledors had bound himfelf by a folemn oath not to eledt 
any of his own relations, or perfons unworthy of that rank, 
yet, in fome of their tablets, were found the names of men 
bf moft infamous chara£lers, while others of known pro- 
bity were excluded. This unjuft partiality induced Au- 
guftus and Agrippa to change the method of eledioii ; and, 
fince they could not depend upon others, to name the reft 
themfelves, to the number of fix hundred ; wherein, to do 
jthemjuftice, they proceeded with the utmoft impartiality, 
choofing only men of merit, and by that choice reftoring 
the fenatorial order to its former fplendor. 

Auguftus proceeded to reform feveral abufes in the city. Reforms 
He decreed, that all individuals convidted of having pur- federal 
chafed the fuffrages of the people with money, ftiould be 
excluded from all public offices for the fpace of five years. 

That , the people, who ufed to fell their votes, might not be 
fufFerers by this law, he caufed large fums to be diftributed 
among them, on condition that they fhould not requrire any 
thing of the candidates. To check the debauchery of the 
Roman youth, which at this time was greater than ever 
bad •been known, he laid heavy taxes upon fuch as conti- 
nued unmarried after a certain age, and encouraged with 
great rewards the procreation of lawful children. He al- 
lowed the patricians and plebeians to intermarry ; declar- 

* Fafli Capit. ibid. Plin. lib. v. cap. 5. Solinus, cap. 31* 
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ing, that though a patrician (hould marry a liberta, or 
freedwomau, bis children ihould rank among the patri- 
cians : be excepted the fenators, whom he would not al- 
low CO marry under their rank \ and as the Hortenfian fa- 
mily had been by the civil wars reduced almoft to beggary, 
he prefented young Hortenfius with a large fum, which 
put him in a condition of marrying a woman of diftin6lion. 
The loofe behaviour of the married women was what chiefly 
deterred the young Romans from marriage ; but Auguftus, 
who had himfelf debauched many, not fparing even the 
wife of his friend Maecenas, refufed to remedy that difor- 
der ; faying, that he left the care of married women to 
their hiifbands. KJ^ving reformed many abufes in the Rate, 
he applied his thoughts to religion, calling in a great many 
prophetic books, which were then in vogue, and caufing 
two thoufand volumes to be burnt, as fpurious ; referving 
only thofe which were commonly afcribed to fomc of the 
Sibyls. Thefe alfo he fubjeiffccd to a llridf examination, 
and retained fuch only as were, on this trial, judged ge- 
nuine ; the reft he committed to the flames : but thofe that 
were pronounced authentic, he ordered to be copied by the 
pontifices, and lodged them in two golden cabinets, which 
he placed in the temple of Apollo, built by him in his pa- 
lace*. This year Julia brought Agrippa a fecond fon, who 
was named Lucius ; and Auguftus adopted both him and 
his brother Caius, declaring them his fucceflbrs, in order 
to put a ftop to any attempts that might be made by the old 
republicans for the recovery of their liberty 
In the following year, C. Furnius and C. Julius Silanus 
being confuls, the fecular games, which had not been ce- 
lebrated for a hundred years, were exhibited by Auguftus 
and Agrippa with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. 
In thefe g^mes, one of the players giving him the title of 
dominus^ that is, lord or fovercign^ he exprefled great marks 
of diifatisfa^lion \ and next morning publifhed an edidf, 
foj^biddirig all perfons, under fevere penalties, to give him 
that title for the futurl (B). 

< Sucton, in Oaav. Dio, p. 531—533. d Dio, ibid. 


(B) It was on occafion of 
thefe games that Horace \yrote 
the hymn, intituled. Carmen 
Seculare ; w*hich was fung at 
the facrifice that was offered to 
riuto and Proferpine, before 
the lliews and fpe^tacles of the 
circus, the theatre, and amphi- 


theatre. Great part of th?s year 
was fpent in public games and 
diveriions, of which Auguftus 
was a great admirer ; efpecially 
of the tournament, or warlike 
cxercile, caljed Troy, which 
he thought ifecoming the ed\i- 
cation of tht^ young nobility. 

He 
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In the enfuing year, Auguftus having raifed L. Domitius 
Ahenobarbus and P. Cornelius Scipio to the confulate, re- 
folved to march with an arniy into Gaul, to quell Tome dif- 
turbances, occafioned by the avarice of Libinius Enceladus, 
who being appointed to gather the taxes in thofe parts, had 
obliged the people to pay them monthly, and, by a deceit- 
ful account, reckoned fourteen months in the year. Au- 
guftus np fooner pafied the Alps, than the Gauls returned 
to their duty; but the Sicambri, Ufipetes, and Tendferi, 
people of Germany, having palled the Pihine, defeated a 
conliderable body of Roman horfe, and afterwards M. L0I1- 
lius, proconful of Gaul, from whom they took a ftandard. 
LolliuSj though no great commander, found foon after an 
opportunity of retrieving his honour,^3f furprifing the Ger- 
mans, and driving them, with great lofsj beyond the Rhine. 
Though all was now quiet in Gaul, Auguftus fpentthe re- 
maining part of this, and all the following year, in that pro- 
vince. During his refidence there, the inhabitants flocked 
to him from all parts of the country, with complaints againft 
Enceladus. This man was by birth a Gaul, and formerly 
a Have of Julius Caefar, by whom he had been taken in 
the Gaulilh wars ; but being afterwards manumitted by 
him, and having found means to inlinuate himfelf into the 
favour of Auguftus, he had beep appointed by him receiver- 


’Jie was likewife a great encou- 
rager of vvreilling ; but would 
not allow women to be prefeat 
at thofe games. He enticed to 
Rome, with great rewards, the 
beft players and aeftors from all 
parts of the world, took them 
under his proteftion, and would 
not allow the praetors and lediles 
to caufe them, according to an- 
cient cuftom, to be publicly 
whipt, when they had not per- 
formed to the fatisfadlion ot the 
audience. Notwithftandingthe 
encouragement he gave them, 
he feverely examined their mo- 
tals ; not allowing the leafl li- 
centloufnefs in their lives, or 
indecency in their adllons. Be- 
ing informed that one Stepha- 
nio^a comedian, was attended by 
at woman in tl^ difguife of a 


boy, he ordered him to be whipt 
through the three theatres, and 
baniflied the city ; he likewife 
drove out of Rome, Pylades, a 
famous aiftor, for having be- 
haved difrefpL‘6ffully towards a 
Roman citizen, and becaufehe 
was continually quarrelling with 
Bathyllus, an aeftor no lefs fa- 
mous than himfelf, and greatly 
favoured by Meexnas : but he 
foon recalled him tograrily the 
people ; and the comedlaft, on 
his return, , in (lead of thanking 
the emperor, told him, that it 
was his intereft the people 
ftiould be diverted by men of 
his profelEon, left they (honld 
watch his aftions too narrowly, 
or ferioufly reflect on their own 
condition (1). 


(1) Dio, p. 53»— 533- 
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general of tbe taxes paid annually by his couiitrymen. In 
this employment he oppreffed the Gauls in a nioft cruel 
manner ; itifomuch that Auguilus, afhamed of having em* 
ployed a man of fo infamous a charafter, was determined 
to inflidi upon him fuch punifliment as fliould deter others 
from the like practices : but the crafty Gaijl found means 
to appeafe the emperor, by delivering up the fums he had 
amalTed by rapine and extortion, and alfuring him, that in 
plundering the Gauls, he had nothing elfe in view but to 
enrich the public treafury, and render his countrymen for 
ever unable to fhake off the Roman yoke. AuguRus, pleafed 
with this defence, and more with the large fums he received, 
not only abfolved the iniquitous extortioner, but approved 
of his conduct, and'dgaf to the complaints of the oppreffed 
Gauls, continued him in his ofBce 

In the mean time the r.b2eti(C), having made an irrup- 
tion into Italy, committed dreadf^ul devaftations, putting 
all the males they met with to the fword, without diffinc- 
tion of rank or age ; and we are told, that when they hap- 
pened to take women with rhild, they confulted their au- 
gurs, whether the child was a male or female ; and if they 
pronounced it a male, the mother was immediately maf- 
facred. Againft thefc fierce nations Auguftus fent Drufus, 


ihem and 
^tftais 

ikm* . 


fent agahft the fecond ion of Livia, a youth of extraordinary valour* 
and great accomplifiiments. The young Ronvm behaved, 
on this occahon, with prudence far fuperior to his years; 
■for he drew the enemy to a battle, gained a complete vic- 
tory, and killed great numbers of them, with the lofs of a 
very fmall number of his owm foldiers» Thofe who efcap- 
ed the general daughter, being joined by the Vindelici, took 
their route towards Gaul, in order to invade that province. 
Bur Auguftus, upon the firft notice of their march, detach- 
ed Tiberius, at the head of fcveral chofen legions, to com- 
plete the fiaughtcr which his brother had begun : and in- 
deed Tiberius was no lefs fuccefsful than Drufus ; for hav- 
ing tranfported his troops over the Fake Brigantium, now 
the lake of Conftance, he fell unexpeiffedly upon the cne- 
my, gave them a total overthrow, took, in that furprize 
and confufion, moft of their ftrong places, and obliged the 
whole nation to fubmit to what terms he thought proper to. 

e Dio, p. 531—533. & Sence, Liid. p. 477. 

(C) According to ^?rraboand the valleys formed by. thofe 
Pliny, whofe opinion is by ail mountains, theircoimrry repch- 
modern geographers preferred ing no hither the kke of 
to that of Ptolemy, the Rhieti Conftance. 
inhabited only tip Alps, and 


imnofe. 
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Unpofe. Thus were-tbc Vinddici (D), the ‘Rh«ti, and the 
Norici, three of the moft barbarous natk)SS|Of Germany, by 
the valour of Drufus and Tiberius, broti^ under the Rol 
man yoke K Tiberius, to keep in awe country he had 
fubdued, planted two colonies in Vinddicia, and opened a 
toad from thence into Noricum and Rbietia. One of the 
cities, which he built for the defence of bis colonies, he 
called, by the name of his father Oru-fus^ Orufomagus ; the 
other by the name of Augullus, Auguft.ua Vindelicorum 
which cities are now known by the name of Mimminghen 
and Augfburgh. : 

W^hile Auguflus and his two ibns-iii«|s(w were thus em- 
ployed in Gaul and Germany, Agrippa^was fettling, with 
e^ual fuccefs, the affairs of the eafte^ilt provinces. OrT'his 
firft arrival in the province of Afia, property fo called, He- 
rod, king of Judea, kaftened thither to wait upon him; 
and having perfuaded him to make a tour into Judaea, he 
entertained lum, and all his attendanU, in a moft fumptu- 
ous manner. Haying ftajd fome days *in that country, he 
failed back into Ionia before winter, highly pleafed with 
the reception he had met with from the Jewi^ king Early 
in the fpring be was obliged to quit Ibi^ia, and advance to- 
wards the Cimmertan(!{<^ffofjporit8, to quell lome diftprbances 
there. A^goftus, who y/as ‘ftill iti Gaol, being ififormed 
of the (uccefc which had att^ded Agrtppa in the Cimme- 
rian Bofporus, ordered fupplications to be made in the Ca- 
pitol, and pafTed a decree, impowerihg Agrippa to enter 
Rome in triumph **. . This yeat L^idhs, the tripmvir, dy- 
mg, Augufttifi took bimfrff theoai|e pf pontifex maxi- 
mus, qr high-pri€ii,^v4^afit by his ‘At the fame 

timeAied Vc<|iusL Ppllio, ii^famous the cruelty with 
which he treated Ids lowing ;thcm often, for the 

ttnalleft fadlt% into bis fiih-poi^, tomten his murcnas(E.) 

^ In 

;Veti,Pa^rcuL1^^ it cap. 39 . Ho- 
rn. hb. IV. ode ^ \ ^ cap. ' h JDio, 

ibid, cap, 5. 

^ (D) The Vindelkii^habited '^ii^^ or fbn of 

rank of a 

oFCpn|lafiee to Roixiaj^<:|^ight, he appointed 

Ot tie him hfreliief heir, bequeathing 

t kipgd^ of ^di>.v fo him hk fine country -fear. 
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In the following year, Cn. Cornejius Lentulus and M, 
Licinius Craflus being confuls, the Ligures Comati, who 
inhabited the maritime Alps, were fubdued, and their 
country was reduced to a Roman province- Augultus, 
having fettled the affairs of Gaul, Hopped the incurfions of 
the Germans, and fubje£l:ed moft of the nations inhabiting 
the Alps, left Drufus with an army upon the Rhine, and 
returned to the capital, when Tiberius Claudius Nero, his 
fon-in-law, and P. Quintilius Varus, were confuls. Hav- 
ing been near three years abfent, he was received by the 
people with univerfal joy and fatlsfadlion : but he could 
not be prevailed upon to accept any of the honours decreed 
him by the fathers. He would not even allow the people 
to meet him •, but, according to his cuftom, entered the city 
by night. Next morning the whole city waited upon him 
at his palace ; for his houfe was fo called, becaufe it was 
fituated on the Falatium, or Palatine hill. Auguftus re- 
ceived them with great politenefs and condefcenfion ; and 
afterwards, attended by moft of the fenators and knights, 
with numberlefs crouds of people, repaired to the Capitol, 
where, prpftrating himfelf before Jupiter Capitolinus. he 
took the laurel from about his fafces, and laid it at the 
feet of the ftatue • 

He then afferpbled the fenate ; but not being able to 
fpeak, on account of a violent cold caught in his journey, 
he gave the quaeftor a paper to read, containing an account 
of his tranfa^ions fince he left the capital. As be was not 
interrupted this year by any difturbances either at home or 
abroad, he ena<ficd many excellent laws, which were long 
obferved by his fucceffors: among the reft, one importing, 
that, for the future, the fervTOS of the yeterans fliould not 
be rewarded with lands, but money. The emperor's guards, 
known by the narpe of the. praetorian cohorts or bands., 
were, by this law, to ferve twelve years before they could 
demand their difmiflion, and the reft fixteen \ the former 
were allowed about twelve pence of our money a day, and 
the latter five-pence ; if they were refufed their difmiftion, 
when the time of their" fervice was expired, or chofe to 
continue in the army, they were accounted veterans, and, 
as fuch, exempted from all drudgeries, and obliged folely 
to fight, and that for five years only ; after which term 
they were abfolutely to obtain their difeharge, tog^^^crARnth 
the rewards due to veterans. 

down, and a fumptuous portico his wife’s name, b^all^dJPor- 
to he built in its rooih for the ticus Livia {2) ^ 

ute ot the public, whicb, from f 

(%} Plin. lib. ix.cap, 23. p. 5^* 
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At this period, Auguftas, in quality of pontifcx maximus, HecorreSi 
corrected a grofs miltake in the Roman calendar. The 
pontifices having, ever fince the reformation of the calen- 
dar by Julius Csefar, made every third year a leap-year, in- 
ftead of every fourth, twelve days had been inferted inflead 
of nine ; fo that the Roman year confifted of three days too 
many. Auguilus, in order to redfify this miftake, ordered, 
firit, that for twelve enfuing years there fhould be no leap- 
year ; and, fecondly, that, after the expiration of the faid 
twelve years, the leap-years fhould thenceforth be made 
every fourth year*'; by which means, the three fuperadded 
days being throwm out, and the leap-years fixed in their 
true terms, according to Julius Csefa^r^s inftitution, the 
form of this year has ever fince bet^i r^egularlv obferved, 
and was long, under the name of the old fiile, in ufe 
among us (F). 

Towards the end of this year, Agrippa, having left Sentius 
Saturninus and litus Volumnius governors of Syria and 
Phocnice, returned to Rome with Antipater, Herod’s eldeft 
fon by Doris his firft wdfe. Auguftus received Agrippa 
with all the marks of fincere afFeclion, and defired him to 
enter the city in triumph ; but he declined that honour, Jgrippa 
aferibing all the glory of his conquefts to the emperor, un- refufes 
der whofe aufpices he had fought : and this was the chief 
caufe, why the cuftom of triumphing, in former times of 
great advantage to the Romans, was laid afidc, other gene- 
rals following the example of Agrippa, and not valuing an 
honour which he feemed to defpife ^ However, Augultua 
confirmed to him the tribunitial power for five years more, 
the former term being near jjpired ; and a new war break- 
ing out in Pannonia (G), fSw him thither at the head of a 
powerful army, with greater power and authority than had 
ever been granted to any commander. Agrippa left Rome 
in the beginning of the confulate of M. Valerius Meflala 
Barbatus and P. Sulpitius Quirinus, or, as others call him, 

Cirinus. The former, who was father to the famous Mef- 
falina, dying fome months after his ele£lion, was fucceeded 

k Suet, inOdtav. cap. PJin.Ub. xvin.cap>z5« ^ Bio, p. 541. 

(Ip When Auguilus made lendars that have been formed 
this 'K»fc™ation, a decree was from the Roman, 
palled by^e.fenate and people, (G) Pannonia comprehended 
cnadling, feat the month Sex- Carniola, Croatia, Windifeh 
tills, IhoiilJ" ^henceforth, from Marck, part of Auftria, part of 
the eI^isJ;>ero^V * ^mc, be call- Hungary, all Sclatonia and Bof- 
cd AuguiVs; which name is nia, and part of Servia. 
fiiil retained in, all the ca- 
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l^y Caius Valgius, a man of great learning who, before 
the end of the year,, refigned the fafees to Caius Can ini us 
Rebilus. The Pannonians were fo intimidated at the 
jnameof Agrippa, that, upon his approach, they fent depu- 
ties, olFering to fubmit on what terms he Ihould think fit 
to impofe. In' confequence of this fubmiffion, Agrippa, 
having obliged them to deliver up their arms, and give 
hodages for their peaceable behaviour, returned to Italy ; 
but was taken with a violent illnefs as he marched through 
Campania, which in a few days deprived him of life. 

Auguftus, upon the firft news of his danger, left the 
fports which his two grandfons Caius and Lucius were then 
exhibiting in honopr of Minerva, and haftened into Cam- 
pania, to fee, antj, if poflible, relieve, his dying friend. 
But Agrippa expired a few minutes before his arrival ; an 
event, which he no foontr underftood, than he burft into 
tears, bewailing, in the deceafed, the lofs of the greatefl 
general of his age, the wifeft niinifter, and the molt faith- 
ful, conftant, and difinterefted friend he ever had. He 
caufed his body to be conveyed to Rome, and took upon 
himfelf the office of pronouncing his funeral oration. His 
obfequies were performed with extraordinary pomp and 
magnificence, and his remains depofited, not in the Cam- 
pus Martius, whcfe the fenate had allowed him a monu-s 
ment, but in Auguftus’s own maufoleum, near Marcellus, 
the emperor declaring, that he would not be feparated, 
even after his death, from tw^o perfons whom he fo tenderly 
loved in his life " (H). 

Upon the death of this great minifter, Auguftus chofe 
Tiberius in his room, as an ^ftant in the adminiftration : 
but before be invefted him Inth any power or authority, 
he obliged him to divorce his wife Agrippipa, who had al- 
ready brought him a fon, and then pregnant; and 


lib. xxv« cap. «• Tibul. lib.iv- Horat. lib. ii* ode 9. 
* Dio, p. 54J. 


(H) He died ih the fifty-firft 
year of his. age, and left by his 
firfl: wife Caecilia Attica, the 
daughter of the famoui Pw- 
ponius Attic us, one dajugbi^r 
named Agrippina, wjio was mar- 
ried to Tiberius ; and by hi® 
third wife Julia three ions, 
namely, Lucius, ehd 

Agrippa PqftfeqmMS,^ and %»p 
daughters, Julia married to Lu- 


cius Paulus, and Agrippina mar- 
ried to Germanicus, by whom 
(he had the emperor Claudius, 
and Agrippipa the mother of 
Nerd; ^pipp^ 

mcond/^ue Mar- 
cel^, wh^^ he (^vorced to 
Julia., .H&/i)equeathed 
his fine hath 

which was c^ped B^jrms name> 
xp, th%^on^f nu^ple* 
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to many 11^4 

V,* kdo#n ^o Trberiu^ and -tQ^ all the young debauchees 
oJ^Rome, and had given ifeat un<?afi«^fe “tb Agrippa fome 
ti/ne before hijS derfth.r JfofWtyer, Tiberiua complied, with- 
o ft betraying the fear of difgu ding 

if jguftus, who perfon tma^u^ 

vHth his dau^btbr^aT|Sflf#fo<is cdiidu^. 

The ufuaf ceremofti^f ' ^ere, no fooner over, than Au- He redttee^ 
g'^^lus his nb# fon-in4aw igainft the Paiino- the Pan- 

nians, whd> ^pbn the news of A^rippa’s death, had at- 
;t' mpted td r|cd^dr tbdr sfhciertt liberty. Tiberius, with the 
affillahfee, of tbdr neighbb’urs tile Scordifei, whp had re- 
mained faitb^ol to the Rdiftansj obliged, them in a fhort 
Tin'/“ to rdtdth tb their duty, and fhbm^t ^ the will of the 
cohquetbt. They deli leered itprTheir arms, gave hoilages, 
a^.d patthe Romans in pofleffidn of »U , their towns and 
i.^r/relTeS. TibefidS fpared their lives, but laid wafte 
fields, pltlhdered their citieSj andj having fent the 
belt part of their yolith ih^ other cdoiftries, returned to 
Rome before the end of the ^e’ar, QV'^litis Tubero and 
P-'ulus Fabius Ma?hndaf being ebrifoki Tbefcnatc decreed 
biir great hoifours, and, ahTtoOg the refl^' a triumph : but 
Au^ruftds Sbliged him to fejc£^ vthe ofl%i,8 of the confeript 
fatheftV artd cbntbnt hitltfeirwkh the mttks of diftinflion 
vhich HiiretC granted for life to thofe had triumphed; 
namely, to htitfe a partieukir placfe apatt ftdm the reft at the 
-public foews, and to appear With the tfldfephal robes, and 
crown of laurel. . ; 

His younger brother^ Dfiiilis fignalized ‘hhaife^f no Icfs 
iamdng the &uis and Germans. Having been Iot in Gaul 
fcy Auguiltts to repel the incurfions df' the Germans, he 
Jia^d begun a f^iidnKi ccnfcs, taldng a minute accouiu of each 
|)c*ibb^s eftaJc and fortune, the better to regulate tw annual 
5t”^os and contributions*^ . 'ftiis the Ganis as a 

jnew attempt upon thi^ir Jibertijes,' to 

■take arms, and endeavdcir the f‘ccove 9 fy/of 'iheir anklbnt’ 
rights and privileges. Bht ipprlfedof their Dru/us 

^lefign, ^ruA the 

yo]emn\Brtrmdhy or cobfccratinga 'teihpl^^sldcb 
dtfncnfes had built in honour ief yfbffli 

were all afiembic^, by hjkaddrci|i^d4irfinuating 

Ibchaviour, wori thhfr they v 

6nfv abatahh^fl lie itttvrhjld feiPW:^Pfhiki 

knBed'm 
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to adorn the new altar, which was confecrated with grea-t 
folemnity on the firft day of Auguft. Gaines were infti- 
tuted in honour of the new deity * 

Drufus, have nothing to fear from the Gauls, turned his 
arms againft the Germans, who,, having raifcd the mod 
numerous and formidable army that had ever been feen ^n 
thofe parts, were advancing towards the Rhine, in ordef lo 
invade (iaul. The young Roman not only defeated them 
as they attempted to crofs that river, but, purfuing the ad- 
vantage he had gained, entered the country of the Ufipetes 
or Ufipii, now known by the name of Relinchufen, and 
from thence advanced againft the Sicambri in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Lyppe and Ifi'el ; thefe he overthrew in a 
great battle, laic^ w»fte their country, burnt mod of their 
cities, and, following the courfe of the Rhine, approached 
the German ocean, and reduced the Frifii and the Chauci 
between the Amifius and the Albis, now the llms and the 
Elbe. In thefe marches his troOps fudered extremely *for 
want of provifions, and he was himfelf often in great dan- 
ger of being drowned, as the Romans, who attended him, 
were quite unacquainted at that time with the flux and re- 
flux of the ocean. As winter drew near, he led his troops 
into Ead Friefland^ and, leaving them under the command 
of his lieutenants, returned to Rome, where he was ho- 
noured with the praetorfhip, Q^Fabius, and Julius Anto- 
ni us the fon of the triumvir, being then confuls. Early 
in the fpring, Drufus returning to his army quartered in 
Frifia, marched from thence into the country of the 
Tendcri, whom he eafiiy fubdued. Afterwards, pafling 
the Lupias, now the Lyppe, in Wedphalia, he brought 
into fubjedlion the Catti, and the Cherufei, extending his 
conqueds to the banks of the Vifurgis, now- the Wefer; 
which he would have paflTed, had he not been obliged to 
return for want of provifions, the enemy having laid waifle 
the neighbouring country to a great didance. 

As he was retiring, the Germans unexpedledly fell up- 
on hiiri in a narrow pafs ; and, having furrounded the Ro- 
man army, a great number of them were flain. But the 
brave Drufus, animating his men more by his example than 
by fpeeches, after a wiarm conflid, which laded almod the 
whole day, repulfed the enemy, and made fuch havock, 
that the ground was ftrewed for fome miles with dead 
bodies. Drufus found in their camp a large quantity of 
iron chains, which they had prepared for the Romans ; and 
fo great was their confidence, that they had previoufly 

* Strab, Hb. iv. p, 191. Suet. Dio, Liv» 4 tc* 
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tgrecd about the divifion of the booty ; the Teriflen were 
to have the horfe, the Cherufci and Sicambri the baggage, 
and the Ufjpetes and Catti the captives. Drufus was faint- 
ed imperator by his troops on the field of battle; where 
they eredled a trophy, as a monument of fo fignal a viftory. 

In order to fecure the countries he had conquered, he built 
two forts, one at the confluence of the Lupias and the 
Alifo, now the Lyppe and the Alme, the other in the 
country of the Catti or Chatti on the Rhine; and made 
that famous canal, long known by the name of Foffa Dru- 
fiana. Drufus, on his return to Pnome, was honoured with 
the triumphal ornaments, as his brother Tiberius had been 
the preceding year ; but was not allowed by Auguftus to 
triumph, or even to retain the titles ot imperator, with 
which he had been honoured by the army, that title being 
now peculiar to the fovercign p. This fame year Tiberius, 
being fent againfl the Pannonians, who had again rebelled, 
reduced them once more, and likewife fubdued the Dal- 
matians, who had joined them in their revolt *5. 

The joy and and fatisfaftion which Auguftus received OetavUi 
from chefe, fuccefles, were greatly allayed by the death of 
his filler O^lavia, who was a pcrfe£l pattern of all the vir- 
tues peculiar to her fex, and therefore greatly lamented by 
perfons of all ranks and conditions. Auguftus caufed her 
body to be expofed, on a bed of ftate, in a temple lately 
ereefted in honour of Julius Csefar, and he himfelf pro- 
nounced her funeral oration, but would not admit of the 
many honours which were decreed her by the fenate. Her 
body w^as carried to the grave by her four fons-in-law, the 
huJbands of the two Marcellae, whom flie had by her firft 
hulband Marceilus, and of the two Antoniae, her daughters 
Antony the triumvir ^ 

In the following year, Nero Claudius Drufus and T. 
Q^indlius Crifpiiius being confuls, Auguftus determined on 
the total redu6tion of Germany, left the capital, attended 
by his two fons-in-law Tiberius Claudius Nero and Nero 
Claudius Drufus ; and, pafling the Alps, .advanced to the 
banks of the Rhine ; whence he fent Tiberius againft the . 

Daci, and Drufus to complete the conqueft of the reft of 
Germany. Tiberius eafily fubdued the Daci, obliged them tfiberius, 
to give hoftages, and tranfplanted forty thoufand of them 
into Gaul. On the other hand Drufus, pafling the Rhine, 
and afterwards the Wefer, brought under fubje£lion all the 
nations from the Rhine to the Elbe. Having attempted in Cirmatiy^ 

pDIo, p. 544i Suet, in Claud. 4 Dio, p. 545* VcU. Patercul. 
lib. ii. cap. f ' Dio, p. 545, Suet, in O&avio. 
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vain to pafs this tivcr, be ere£ted feveral trophies m tliat 
neighbourhood, and began his march back to the Rhine i 
but, before he reached that river, he was feized with a 
violent fever, which carried him off in a few days. Au-. 
gifflus, upon the firft notice of his illnefs, fent an exprefs 
to Tiberius, who thereupon haftened to fee him before 
he died, travelling two hundred miles in twenty-four hours. 
Upon his arrival, he found him alive, but juft expiring. 
His fudden death occafioned a report, that Auguftus and 
Tiberius had confpired to take him oflFby poifon, and effect- 
ed their wicked defign by means of their emiffaries j but all 
the bell hiftorians acquit him of this imputation’. Drufus 
was a man of an unblemilhed character, brave, honour- 
able, juft, open-6earted, and an enemy to all manner of 
deceit and diftimulation. He was not inferior in courage 
or condu6l to the moft experienced commanders of his time. 
He died in the thirtieth year of his age, and left behind 
him three children by his wife Antonia Minor, the younger 
daughter of Antony and O^favia; Drufus furnamed Ger- 
maiiicus, Livilla, and Claudius, which laft fucceeded Ca- 
ligula- in the empire. 

His foldiers, to teftify their grief for the lofs of a general 
whom they loved, erecSed a monument to his memory on 
the banks of the Rhine ; and, affembling yearly on the an- 
niverfary of his death, performed round it their military 
evolutions in honour of the illuftrious deceafed *. His body 
was conveyed to Pvome, and attended the whole way by Ti- 
berius, the chief officers and magiftrates^ of the Roman co- 
lonies and municipia, through which it paffed, meeting on 
the road, and following it with the utmoft pomp from one 
city to the other. Auguftus himfelf being now returned 
from Gaul, received it at Rome, and pronounced, in the 
Circus Fiaminius, a funeral oration in honour of the de- 
cejifed, in which he befought the gods with great cameft- 
nefs, and many tears, ** to grant him a death as glorious as 
that of the young hero, and make the grandchildren they 
had given him tread in his footfteps,” Tiberius made an- 
other funeral oration in the forum, where the body was ex- 
ppfed, and from thence carried on.- the fliouldcrs of the 
Roihan knights to the field of Mars, where it was burnt 
with great folemnity : his aflies were depofited in the mau- 
foleum of Auguftus. 

The emperor wal5 in hafte to return to Gaul ; but never- 
theltfs before his departure he made feveral new regulations. 

• Suet, in 06lav, Se Claud. t Atinal. Ub. i, cap. 6. 

Ex Infcript. Citauia Lipfio. 
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The fathers, finding their authority of no weight, alTemhled 
very feldom, and iii fmall numbers. Auguftus therefore 
appointed certain days in each month, on which they fhould 
be obliged to meet; and at the fame time enabled, with 
the approbation of the fenatorS, that fuch as abfented 
themfelves onthofe days, without afligning a lawful caufe, 
fhould pay a certain fine; alid that their determ^nations^ 
when they were but few, fhould not obtain the force of a 
fenatufconfultum, or decree of the fetiatc, but only be called 
a regulation of the fenate. He granted the prastors the pre- 
rogative of voting in the fenate ; and extended the jurifdic- 
tion of the quaeftors, giving them the fuperintendency of all 
the maritime cities of Italy. » 

The ele<^ioii of the new confuls, O Mjircius Cenforinus 
and C. Afinius Gallus,gave rife to a new regulation. They 
were both accufed of having purchafed their dignity with 
money diftributed among the tribes. Auguftus did noC 
oblige them to refign the fafees, but ordered, that, for the 
future, all the candidates fhould depofit a certain fum with 
him, which they fhould forfeit, if convi£led of bribery, of 
any unlawful pradlices. This law was generally approved 
of, at leaft by the patricians ; but another, which he pub- 
lifhed foon after, was as much difliked. The depofitions of 
flaves had never been admitted at Rome in the courts of ju- 
dicature t but Auguftus, for the fecurity of his own per- 
fon, though under pretence of the public fafety, enafted, 
that, when any perfon Was accufed of treafonable defigns, the 
evidence of Daves fhould be of the fame weight as that of 
freemen. That this law might not feem to clafii with the an- 
cient cuftom of rejedling the evidence of a Dave againft his 
maftcr, it was ordained, that the Daves of the accufed perfoti 
fhould be firft fold to the emperor, or the public. This-in- 
novation occafioned great complaints; but the emperor foon 
appeafed the minds of the people by public fhews and fports; 
by a pretended clemency and condefeenfion ; by affe^ling 
popularity, and carefully avoiding all needlefs ceremonies, 
and marks of grandeur (I)- npi 


(I) The ancients relate many 
inflances of bis extraordinary 
condefeenfion : they tell us, that 
a common legionary having de- 
fired him to plead his caufe in 
one of the courts of judicature, 
the emperor told him, that be 
was fo overwhelmed with bufi- 
nefs, that he could not con- 
veniently do it perfonally ; but 

voL.xii. y 


that he would fend him an ora- 
tor better qualified for that pur- 
pofe than himfelf. This oblig- 
ing anfwcr did not fatisfy the 
foldier, who anfwcred bluntly. 
Have I thus fought for you 
by proxy V* The emperor, 
highly pleafed with this unex- 

r <ftea anfwcr, “ Neither will 
(faid he) plead for you by 
N oroxv*^ 
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The decennial term of his fovereign power, noiv dratring 
near a clofe, he feemed willing to refign it, declaring he 
was no longer able to bear fo heavy a burden ; but he was 
eafily perfuaded to fuftain it ten years longer. This limita- 
tion contributed^ more than any thing elfe, to his fafety, 
fince, by receiving his power from the feriate and people, he 
Itcknowlegcd the fovercignty to be lodged in them ; fo that 
they were not without hopes of recovering it. The term of 
his power being prolonged, he refolved to quit the capital, 
determined on the entire redudfronof the many nations that 
inhabited Germany. He was not inclined to wage w^ar with 
thofe barbarous nations in perfon, but chofc to be near ther 
generals whom he employed. The perfon he thought the 
moft proper for purfuing and completing the conquefls hap- 
pily begun by Drufus, was his brother Tiberius *, whom 
therefore he fent into Gaul, after having honoured him with 
an ovation on account of the advantages he had gained in 
Germany in the courfe of the foregoing year. Auguftus, 
foon after the departure of *liberius» left Rome ) but, in- 
ftead of pafiing the Alps, he took his route towards Aqui- 
leia, and fpent the whole fummer in the neighbourhood of 
that citv, having with him his grand fon Caius Csefar, then 
twelve years old. In the mean time Tiberius, having pafled 
the Rhine at the head of a powerful army, over-ran all the 
countries between that river and the Elbe, and ftruck fuch 
terror into the inhabitants of thofe northern provinces, that 
feveral of them fent deputies to Augudus at Aqaileia, to fue 
for peace, which they could not obtain upon any terms, the 
emperor declaring, that he would not grant a peace to any 
particular nation, till they had all agreed to fubinit. Rue 
the Catti, or, as ibmc authors write, the Sicambri, could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to lay down their arms; 


proxy.*' He fulfilled his pro- 
mife ; for, on the day appoint- 
ed, he appeared at the bar, and 
•pleaded his cauCein perfon. In 
like manner he undertook the 
caufc of another citizen, and 
gained it ; which fo provdeed 
tiic accufer, that he behaved 
very difi*erpe£i:fully towards the 
emperor, who was fo far from 
refcntmg it, that he pardoned the 
offender, when he was accufed 
before him, as cenfot, of ^me 
feuks, which deferred punilh- 

(2) Suet; in Oi 


inent. Though he was^ very 
kind and generous to hfs friends, 
yet he never allowed them 
greater privileges than others, 
nor would he by any means ex- 
empt them from the judiciary 
laws. Of all the criminals he 
refeued but one, during the 
whole time of his long reign, 
who had been very ferviceable 
to him, and that by prevailing 
with entreaties on the accufer to 
drop the profecution = 

a?, fc Claud. 
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fo that the projeQ: of peace did not take place this vear- 
As winter approached, Auguftus rctumcd to Rome with his 
grandfon Caius ; but Tiberius remained with his troops in 
Germany, in order to renew the war wheh the feafon would 
allow him to take the field Auguftus, upon his return, 
made a fecond cenfuSj in which were numbered, according 
to the Ancyran marbles, four millions tW hundred thirty^- 
three thoufand Roman, citizens 

While he was thus employed, his great friend Maecenas Yr. of FI, 
died/ an incident which was a fcnfible afflidtion to him, ^ 34 ^* 
though he had not of late honoured him with the fame inti^ 
inacy as formerly. The criminal tonterfatioh which Au- c/740, 
guftus maintained with Terentilla, difglejfed Mascenas, who - - - m 
thought he did not deferve that treatmen*? from one whdm DtAthof 
he, had ferved with the litmoft fidelity. On the other hand, Mac$nat% 
Auguftus Would not bear anychntroul in his amours ; and 
hence that coldncfs and indifference which appeared be*- 
tween thefe two great friends for fome years *. MaecCijias fUs cha* 
Was a perfon of great penetration, and underftood the art raSir^ 
of governing better than any man of his age. Though pof- 
feffed of talents equal to the higheft citiploymeiits of the 
ftate, he Was fuch an enemy to all trouble, fo fond of his 
i?afc, fo acidifted to his pleafurcs, that he abhorred all bufi* 
nefs, and feemed in a manner to have attained to that en- 
joyment of indolence, in which the Epicureans placed hap- 
pinefs. Being remarkably good-natured, and flighting pre- 
ferments, as capable of difturbing his quiet, and interrupt^ 
ing his pleafures, he employed all his credit and intereft 
with the emperor in behalf of others, and for the moftpart 
with fuccefs (K). Horace, the prince of the Latin lyric 


« Veil. Pat. lib. ii. l)io, p. 551, 55*. Sueton. in Oftav. p. 17*. 
^ Vid. Grut* p. *30. ^ Bio, lib. Iv. p. 533. 


(K) Of the afeendant, which 
Ke had ^ined over Auguftus, 
and the liberty he took m cor- 
re6ling his faults, and curbing 
his cruel temper, Dio Caffiug 
gives us the following remark- 
able Inftance. A s Auguftus was 
judging fome criminals, Me* 
cenas, perceiving him to be in 
a bad humour, attempted to 
approach his tribunal ; but ndt 
being able to break through the 
crowd, he wrote the followitijjr 
note, Come down from the 
tribunal, butcher and threw* 


ii into his lap. AugUftus no 
fooner read it, than he rofe, 
and quitted the tribunal, with- 
out fentencittg any of the cri* 
minals to death. The generous 
pTotedion which he affordoi 
to men of learning, efpeciall/ 
to Virpl and Horace, will ren* 
der his name immortal. He 
was not Otiljr an encoura^r of 
learning, hut publilhed feveral 
works, whkii tii titled him to a 
place atmoDg shshsft writers of 
thati^ 

N ^ 
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poets, (iid not long furvive his great patron and be'ncfa£^of‘t 
for Maecenas died about the beginning of September, an d 
Horace on the twenty -feventj? of the following Novem- 
ber (L). 

On the calends of January of the enfuing year, Tiberius, 
who had returned to Rome, entered upon his fecond con- 
fulfhip with Cn. Calpumius Pifo, who was the fame day 
honoured with a triumph, which was a new fight to the 
Roman people. In the beginning of the fpring he left the 
capital, an4 returned to Germany; but performed ntuhing 
which hiftorians have thought worth tranfmitting to poile- 
rity. This year a fire happened in Rome, which reduced 
to alhes many buiWii^s, and was thought to have been oc- 
cafioned by the d<kbtofs, with a defign to make their efcape, 
in that confufion, out of the houfes of their creditors. To 
prevent the like misfortunes and diforders for the future, 
Auguftus created new ofiicers, called curatores vicorum, 
who were permitted, on certain days, to wear, within the 
verge of their juiifdi£lion, the robe peculiar to magiftrates, 
and to have twoliclors to attend them. To them were now 
aflfgned the fix hundred flaves, who had been formerly ap- 
pointed to attend the sediles for extinguifiiing fires. At the 
fame time, by Auguftus’s order, the city was divided into 
fourteen regions or wards, and thefe into inferior precind^s, 
the government of which wards or precindfs was committed 
to the curatores vicorum, and alfo to the tribunes of the 
people and the praetors’^. 

In the following year, Caius Antiftius Vetus and D. Lae- 
lius Balbus being raifed to the confulate, Lucius Caefar 
boldly demanded of Auguftus in the public theatre, that his 
elder brother, Caius Caefar, might be named conful for the 
enfuing year. The emperor, no lefs furprifed than offended 
af this unfeafonablc demand, notwithflanding his affedtlon 
for the brothers replied, that he hoped he would never lie un- 
der the neceflity of raifing any to the confulate under twenty 
years of age. The bold youth, not being fatisfied with this 
anfwer, but continuing to folicit hinTwith great earneftnefs 
in behalf of his brother, the emperor, raifing his voice, told 
him with a grave air, “ That an office of fuch importance 

rDio, Ub. Iv. p. 556,557. 

(L) This fame year died thoufand fix hundred yoke of 
Cams Caecilius Ifidorus, famous oxen, two hundred twufiuid 
lor the iinmenfe weaUh of which and fifty-feveu head of other 
iie was po^fied ; for he left to cattle, and above three milfions 
his heirs fuur rhoufand one bun- of our r^o&ey in ipecie* 
dred and fixteen Haves, three 

OUp:bt 
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otigbt to be difcbargcd only by a man who could bridle his 
own palTions, and rcfift the defires of the giddy and head- 
ftrong multitude.” However, his tendernefs for the two 
brothers, whom he had adopted into the Julian family, 
and the name of the Caefars, in fome degree got the better 
ofhisrcafon; for he granted to Caius the priefthood, a 
place in the fenate, and the privilege of fitting among the 
fenators at all public fhews and fports ; but at the fame 
time, to curb their ambitious temper, he conferred on Ti- 
berius the tribunitial power for five years ; an honour which 
was far from being agreeable to the two young Caefars. 

Tiberius had fcarce received this new addition of power, nberiut 
when, to the great furprize of Augufty^, and the whole demand$ 
people, he defired leave to quit tht cj^y, and retire to 
Rhodes (M). Whatevj?r his motive was, noividthfianding 

the 

(M) Various reafons areal- declaring them prince of the 
leged by the ancients for this Roman youths j which entirely 
fudden refolution : Tiberius defeated his ambitious projects, 
pretended a defire of improving and left him no hopes ot ever 
himfclfinthe ftudy of philofo- enjoying the fovereign power, 
phy and eloquence, there being the foie object of all his wiihes 
then at Rhodes famous profef- {3)* As to the title, princes 
fors of both thefe fciences ; but of the Roman youth, the lirft 
Suetonius is of opinion, that the Roman emperors gave it to 
infamy of his wife Julia, which their children, or to thofe whom 
was now the talk of the whole they had ^pointed their heirs 
city, and refle£led great difgrace ana fucceflors in the empire, 
on his perfon and family, The youth, who was honoured 
prompted him to retire, that he with this title, had all the chil- 
might not be an eye witnefs of dren of the Roman noblemen 
her fcandalous debaucheries(i). under his command, and ap- 
Velleius Paterculus, a great peared at their head, when they 
flatterer of Tiberius, tells us, performed their military exer- 
that he withdrew out of refpe^i cifes in the field of Mars, or ex- 
to the two young Caefars, that hibited the tournament called 
he might mrt ftand in their way Troy, In the times of the re- 
to the higheft preferments (2), public the children of the inoft 
following the example of Agrip* diftinguilhed families w'ere calj- 
pa, who had retired to Mlty- ed principes juventutis, and 
iene,,when Marcellus firft en- principes equitum (4), becaufc 
tered upon public offices. Dio they were reckoned equites, or 
thinks he was piqued at the fa- knights, till they attained the 
vour which Auguilus fbewed to age, which the laws requir^m 
his grandfons, efpecially at his the candidates for offices. The 

(0 Suet, in Tiber, cap. lo. (») Veil. Patercul. Hb. n. 99; 

( 3 ) Dio, in Excerpt, p. CSz, ^ (4) Vide Liv. lib. xjn. cap. 61 . *« 

Juvenal. Satir. iv. vcr. 3*. 
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the remmiftrances and tears of his mother Livla» he v a? 
very prefling with Auguftus for his penniflion to retire j 
which the emperor not only refufed, but topk great pains, 
in concert with livia, to divert him from fuch an unfeafon- 
able refolution. He even complained to the fenate of his 
being abandoned by one, from whofe abilities he had pro* 
mifed himfclf great relief in the government of the repub- 
lic. Tiberius, deaf to all intreaties and remonftranees, con- 
tinued importuning Auguftus for his permiflion, which 
he conftantly refufed, being' unwilling to lofe the only per- 
fon in whom, after the death of Agrippa and Maecenas, he 
repoftd any confidence,, his grandchildren not being yet of 
an age lit to be trailed. At length Tiberius, finding all 
other means inefFe&ujfl, retired into his own apartment ; 
and there, (hutting bimfelf up, abllained four whole days 
from all kind of nourifhment. The emperor, feeing he 
could not get the better of his inflexible temper, complied 
^ length with his requeft, and granted him the fo much 
wiflied-for permiflion to retire ; which he no fooner obtain- 
ed, than he fet out for Oftia, without fpcaking a wbrd on 
the way to thofe who attended him to the place where he 
^barked From 0(Ha he failed along the coaft of Cam- 
pania, and (laid fome time in that province, being inform- 
ed that Auguflus was indifpofed but it being reported that 
be waited for the new® of At^guftns’s death, he weighed 
anchor, though the fea »n very high, and failed for Rhodes, 
where he led at firft a very private and retired life, fre- 
quenting the fcbools and academics without any attendants, 
cbnvcrfing familiarly with the Greeks, and avoiding all ap- 
pearance of grandeur both in his Houfe and equipage. 

Growing weary of his retirement, he pdblicly declared, 
that he had left Rome to avoid giving umbrage to Caius 
and Lucius ;.and wfote to the emperor, after they had at- 
tuned to man^s swid were promoted to the higheft 

dignities, bogging leave to return home, and vifit his friends^ 
fince his prefence could no longer be di&greeable to his 


• Suet; in 

pfinceps juventutU wjw- diftin- 
guifhed from the refl by a tri- 
umphal robe, as Tacitus in- 
forms us (5), On the reverfe 
medal of the emperor Se- 
verus, which has reached our 
ntnes,. arc reprefented three 

( 5 } Tacit. AnnaL 


youths • on' horfebSek, and one 
ofthem^ in the attituc^ of dom^ 
manding, with this legend, 
Princ. juvept; which (hews that 
the princeps,. or principes ju- 
ventMtis, had fome command 
over the yeuj^ nobility, 

ib. xii. cap. ji 
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grandchildren. This favour was denied^ and he was defircd AuguAus 

to lay afide all care and thoughts of his friends, Cnee he ^efu/n him 

bad been fo impatient to abandon them. Thus he was 

pbliged to continue at Rhodes, and it wa$ not till after fe- 

ven years that Auguftus prevailed flipon to confent to 

his return^. Auguftus himfelf was now conful, and had 

for his colleague Cprnelius Sylla. He had refumed the 

fafees, after having declined the confular dignity for feven- 

teen years, with no other view, as it is fuppofed, but to 

render the ceremony of giving the toga virilis to his grand- 

fon Caius, more folemn. He prefented him in perfon to 

the fenate, gave him the toga virilis himfelf, with the ufual 

ceremonies, an4 named him conful \ yphich dignity, as he 

was then but fifteen, he was to holdjafur five years to be 

reckoned from the day he was prefented to the fenate. In 

the courfe of this year Auguftus reduced the number of 

thofe who were fupplied with corn at the public expence to 

two hundred thouland, corn having for feme years been 

given indifferently to all who defired it. Two years hav- Auguflus^s 

ing elapfed, Auguftus again referved the confular dignity 

for himfelf, aiid took for his colleague M. Plautius Sylva- 

nus, or Silanus. As Lucius, the younger of his grandfons, 

was now of an age to receive the toga virilis, Auguftus dif- 

tinguifhed him with the fame honours he had conferred 

three years before on his brother Caius (N). Thus were 

the two fons highly favoured and honoured by Auguftus } 

but their mother Julia met with a very different treatment. 

Her lewdnefs, infamy, and fcandalous debaucheries, had 
for fqme years been the talk of the whole city. Auguftus 
had the misfortune of moft princes, who are, generally 
fpeaking, the leaft acquainted with their neareft concerns : 
he believed, indeed, that (he did not lead a very ftridl life $ 
but never irhagined her capable of committing thofe mon- 
ftrous and almoft incredible exceffes, of which he now found 
ber gulity. Ujpon a full difeovery of her anions and epn- 
duft, he was fo fcnfibly affefted viritb grief and confufiom 
that he fhut himfelf up in his palace, and continued feveral 
days bewailing his misfortune, ‘without feeing any even of 
bis moft intimate friends. Unable to conceal the tranTports 
of his grief and anger from the public, be communicated to 

* Die, Suet. Ih Tiber, 

(IS^ Several medals, coined gend on the rewfe ; “ Caius 
on ^his occaffon, have reached and 'Lucius Cajfars, the fons 
our^ times, on which are the of Auguftus, defigned confuls, 
beads of the two brothers with princes of the youth**^ 
bucklers and fpears, and thUle- 
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the fenate the excefles of the infamous proftitutc, and the 
difgracc of his family; an indifcretion which he afterwards 
faid he would never have been guilty of, had Agrippa of 
Maecenas been living. Overcome with (hame and rage, he 
firft refolved to put his daughter to death ; but afterwards 
altered his refolutipn, and contented himfelf with baniihing 
her to Pandataria, a defert ifland on the coaft of Campania, 
now kno^^n by the name of Santa Maria. Her mother 
Scribonia, whom Auguftus had divorced the fame day (he 
was born, attended her to the place of her banifliment, and 
never abandoned her in the fequel. The emperor not only 
puniftied the infamous Julia with banilhment, but at the 
fame time forbad her the ufe of wine, and all delicacies 
whatever, either A d^t or clpaths. By an exprefs order 
from the emperoV, no perfon, of what condition foever, 
was to vifit her without his leave. Not long after, her eldeft 
daughter by Agrippa, named alfo Julia, and married to L. 
Paulus, being convi(ied of the fame crimes, was confined 
to the ifland of Tremera, now Tremiti, in the Adriatic 
Sea ^ 'Fhe punilhment of Julia was followed by that of all 
thofe who were acceflary to her debaucheries. Sempronius 
Gracchus, T. Quin61ius Crifpinus, C. Claudius, and L. 
Scipio, all perfons pf great diftindlion, were condemned to 
perpetual banifliment. But Julius Antonius, the fon of 
the triumvir, and many others, were, by the emperor’s or- 
ders, put to death (O). 

Auguftus, to divert his mind from his domeftic misfor- 
tunes, exhibited the moft magnificent and expenfive (hews 
that had ever been feen in Rome. Chariot-races in the 
circus, reprefentations on the ftage, and combats of gla- 
diators, were now become common. Auguftus, on this 
occafion, revived tliofe fports, which had been for a con- 
fiderable time laid afidc, on account of the extraordinary 

Vel. Paterciil. cap. 100. Dio, ibid. p. 555, 


(O) Her chief confident, 
Pheebe, laid violent hands on 
herfeli before fentence was pro* 
nonneed again!} her. Auguftus, 
’.vhen news were brought him 
pt her death, could not help ad- 
miring hercourage, and wifhing 
that Phoebe, and not Julia, had 
been his daughter, intimating, 
that he (hould have been well 
pleafed, if Julia had ended her 
days in the fame manner. Ti- 
berius heard the news of the dif- 


graceand banifhment of Julia 
with great joy ; but, as no man 
knew better the art of diflem- 
bling, he became her advocate; 
and, pretending great tender- 
nefs and compaffion for her, he 
wrote frequent letters to Au- 
guftus, entreating him to for- 
give her, and rpinftate her in 
his favour. But the emperor 
continued inflexible to the hour 
of his death ; and even obliged 
Tiberius to divorce her. 

charges 
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charges that attended them. IJe caufed a canal to he dug 
eighteen hundred paces in length, and two hundred in 
breadth, conveying into it the Fiaminian water, and build- 
ing fcadolds quite round it, capable of holding multitudes 
of fpedtators. And indeed the concourfe of people was fo 
great, that the emperor was obliged to place guards in all 
the quarter^ of the city, left thieves (hould feize that oppor- 
tunity to plunder the empty and abandoned houfes. He 
had trequently entertained the people with fights of lions, 
tygers, elephants, and j-hinocerofes ; but now the new canal 
appeared all on a fudden filled with live crocodiles, of 
which thifty-fix were killed by Egyptians brought from the 
banks of the Nile for that purpofe. The multitude were 
highly delighted with this fight, whijh ^as quite new; but 
the fearfight, which enfued, afFordeef them ftill greater di- 
yerfion ; for, at the oppofite ends of the lake or canal, two 
fleets appeared, the gallies of one being built after the 
Greek, and thofe of the other after the Perfian manner. 

Both fleets engaged 5 and, as it was not a mock fight, moft 
of the combatants being perfons fentenced to death, the 
battle proved very bloody 

In the midft of tliefe public fports and diverfions, news Diflurh- 
were brought to Auguftus, that the Armenians, entering 
into an alliance with the Parthians, had expelled Artabazes, 
whom he had appointed king of that country, and raifed 
'J'igranes to the throne. The emperor, dreading the con- 
fequences of an alliance between thofe two powers, was at 
a lofs what meafures he fhould take to put a Hop to the 
war, which threatened the eaftern provinces. He could 
not manage it in perfon, being now advanced in years j Ti- 
berius had retired to Rhodes, and the emperor determined 
not to recall or employ him : on the other hand, he was 
afraid to truft any with the command of the army, except 
thofe of his own family. In this perplexity, he at length Yr. of FE 
rcfolved to fend into the Eaft his grandfon fcaius, who bad 
then entered into the nineteenth year of his age \ but, be- ^ 
fore his departure, to procure him the greater eftcem,*he u. C. 747* 

honoured him with the title of proconful, and married him — 

to Lollia Paulina, cither the daughter or niece of M. Lol- CaiusC^- 
lius, an officer of great experience, who was his governor, 
and whom he now appointed his fccond in command ‘* (P). * 

In 

^ Suet. ibid. Ovid, dc Arte, lib.i. Monument. Ancyran. apud 
Grgt. ibid. ^ Zonar. ex Dign. Suet, in Claud, cap. a6. Pitn. 

lib.^x. cap. 35. Solin.cnp. 53. 

(P) Before the young general nothing that might contribu^ 

^tout, Auguftus, who omitted to the fuccefs ol this expedi- 
tion, 
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In the Wean tiWe Pbraates, king of Farthia, being in- 
formed of the tririike preparations that were carrying on 
in difiitrent parte ef the empire, and not douking that 
they were defigncd againft him, wrote a fubmiffive letter to 
Auguftus} but as he deferred, under various pretences. 
Withdrawing his troops from Armenia, which Auguftus re- 
quired him to do without delay, Caius, taking leave of Au- 
guftus, fetout from Rome, andhaftened into Armenia 
In his paflage 1« touched at Chios or, as Suetonius fays, 
phtrius Samos *, Tiberius no fooner heard of his arrival, 
•waitt upon than he went to wait upon hinn, behaving on that occafion 
^m. in a very fubmiffive manner, and fheving the utmoft re- 
^e£t not only to ^ young prince, but to all thofe of his 
attendance. Caiijs rtfceivcd him with great coldnefs, his 
governor, M. Lollips, who hated Tiberius, having filled 
the mind pf his |mpil with prejudices againft him. The 
tribunefliip of T^rius being almoi^ expired, his mother 

Lhia prevailed u^Oft Anguftus to .declare him his lieute- 
pitriut bant id thofe parts ; but apprehending his life was in danger, 

f« tit/grate. he retired into the middle of the' Mand, where he lived 
privately, in order to avoid the compliments of the Roman 
officers, who paffed that way in their voyage to the Eaft «. 

From Samos Caius haftened into Syria, where all the 
Roman forces itl the Eaft, and thofe of the allies of Rome, 

» Dio, Legat. 39, in Excerpt, ab Urfin. t xiph. & Zonar. ex 
Dion. g Su«t. in Tib. cap. iz« 


tioq, fent Dionyfius, a geogra- 
pher of great fame, into the 
Ball before him, with orders to 
take an exaft furvey of the 
(iountry which was likely to be 
feat of war (i). Whether 
tftis wa^ the famous Dkmyfitrs, 
#hoft Periegefis in Greek veffe 
has reached us, or another lDi6- 
nyliiis, the fon of Diogenet, 
who puhlithed the dimend&ons 
ot the earth, as wc read in Mar- 
cianus Hwaclcota ( we know 
not. This commillipn of Caius 
Caefar is varioufly mentioned by 


the ancients; Tacitus writes, 
that he had Arnienia for his 
province (3) ; Velleius Pater- 
culus, that he was fent into Sy- 
ria {^) ; Suetonius, that be wa^ 
appointed governor of the Bail 
(5) ; Orofius, that he was fcht 
by Aitguftus to fettle the prd* 
Vinces of Egypt 'and Syria (6) ; 
and Phny qtKnes a book written 
by Idngyuba, in which mention 
28 nia& of Caius’s expedition 
into Arabia (y) ; but adds, that 
the young phnee had only fome 
thoughts of invailing Arabia(8)* 


(1) Win. hb. v 1 . cap. t7. (a) Marcian. Heracieota, Peripl. 

lib* 1. (3> Tacit. Annal. lib. it. Cafp. 48. (4) Vel. Patcrcul. 

hb. II. cap. 101. (5) Suet, in Tiber.ojip. ra- (6) Orof. lib<^vu%. 

cap* 3* ( 7 ) Ub. vi. cap. %j. in fin* (S) jdem ibid^ cap. »8. 


were 
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were affcmblcd, and ready for fervice ( Q^). He therefore 
put himfelf at the head of the army, and began his march 
towards the frontiers of Parthia. Upon his approach 
Phraates, diftrufting his own fpbjefts, who bore him an ir- 
reconcileable hatred, fent deputies to treat of peace. The 
young general received the ambadadors with great polite<^ 
nefs, and it was agreed, that Caius and Phraates 
have an interview iu an ifland formed by the Euphrates^ 
Thither they both repaired on the day appointed, each of 
them attended with the like number of guards, while their 
two armies, drawn up m battalia, lined the oppohte banks 
of the river. In the conference Calus only indded upon 
the Parthian’s renouncing all pretenfions to Armenia, a 
condition to which he readily conieptefl ; fo that a treaty 
was foon concluded, and tranquility reiiored, when kaft 
expe£led, to the Eadern provinces. Matters being thus 
fettled, the two chiefs entertained each other. Velleius 
Paterculus, who was prefent at theie banquets, as a military 
tribune in Caius’s army tells us, that the Parthian king 
acquainted Caius, in a private conference, that he was be- 
trayed by his governor, M. Lollius, who Jiad taken large 
brines of him, and had acquired immenfe fums by levying, 
without his knowlege, heavy contributions on all the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft. The fame writer adds, that the king 
informed him of the treacherous defigns and counfels of 
Lollius ; at which the young prince being alarmed, for- 
bid him his prefence. Lollius, thus difgraced, died a few 
days after ; but whether of a natural or violent death, our 
author does not take upon him to determine. Pliny and 
Solinus fay, that he put an end to his life with poifon 5 
but none of the ancients impute his death to Caius, though 
he deferved to be puniftied with the utmoft feverity, if the 
charge, brought ^ainft him by the Parthian king, was true. 
Upon his death Publius Quirmius was either appointed by 
Auguflus, or chofen by the young prince himfelf, for his 
governor. He was a good commander, and had been re- 
warded by Auguftus for his eminent ftfr vices, firft with the 
confulfliipy and afterwards with a triumph, rather an 
ovation, for driving the Homonadcs, a people of Cilicia, 
out of their ftrong-holds **. He proved a friend to Tiberius, 
and reconciled Caius to him, as we fhall fee hereafter. 

^ Vel. Pat. 116. ii. cap. loi. ^ Tac. Annal. lib. iii. cap. 43 , 

( QJ) Suetonius tells us, that therein was approved of, and 

p^ed through Judaea, but much commended, by Auguf- 
' temped to worfliip at jerufa- tus (!)• 

Icni ; and adds that his conduA 

(t) Suet, in 0 £lav. cap* 53. 
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Thc^eaty «f pcae^ bctw^n the Romans and Parthinns 
was fcarce Jfcqwtiiudeid, when Artabazcs, whom Auguflus 
had jplai^ed the throne of Armenia, died; and then Pi-^ 
granes, who. h^d been fttpported by the Farthians, fent 
rich prefen'fis to Atigwftiis, accompanied with ^ fubmiffive 
letter ; wherein, without ftyling himfclf king, he begged 
the kingdom. The emperor, glad to terminate the difturb- 
ances bf the Eaft^ accepted his prefents, and ordered him 
to attend C^ios in Syria; where he received at his hands the 
crown of Armenia. 

: The temple of ^anus being fhut(R), and all the provinces 
of the Roman empire enjoying profound tranquility, our Lord 
tind Saviour Jefus gh rift was born in the city of Bethlehem ; 
for the following y(C>r CafBus Cornelius LcntuluSj^^and 
L. Calpurriius Piio were raifed to the confulatc ; and' they 
were fucceeded in that dignity by Qaius Caefar, though then 
abfent in Syria, and L. -^milius Paulus. During their ad- 
miniftratiem nothing remarkable happened in Italy, nor in 
the countries ftd)je6I to, or depending upon Rome, except 
the death of Herod, and the divifion of his kingdom made by 
Auguftus, who gave one-half of it to Archelaus, and divided 
the other between his two brothers, Antipas and Philip; 

was in the courfe of the next year, when P. Alfenus 
V-ariiSjand P, Vinucius were confuls, that Tiberius at length 
obtained leave to return to Rome ; Caius, to whom Au-i^ 
had referred the matter, coiifenting to it at the earnp^ 
intreaties of his new governor Quirinius ; but upon edn- 
diti’on that he ftiould bear no office in the common- 


(R ' From the time of Romu- Car's expedition againft the Par- 
to the reign of Auguftus, the thians ; whence he concludes, 
temple of Janus had been but that it did not continue fhut for 
mice ftiut ; during Numa's twelve years ; and that our $a- 
peaceable reign, ana after the viour was botn before the trou, 
firft Punic war. Auguftus fhut blcs in the Eaft broke out; for ! 

times: alter he had he was born, as all the authors 
VanquHhed Antony ; four years affirm, while the world was jtn 
^tet,*^ his return from the peace, Tacitus, however, ^f- 
w«r wi^ the Cantabrijma iq furesus, that after Auguftus i^ad 
Spainf;4nd.fometimebcforcthe opened the.^ gates of Janus t^e 
birth ^ Chrift. Horace fpeslks third time,jbj^j;weize.iiever ftidt 
of AuJ^urtus’s viiftory over the'"^ - foil the hut 

Sictimbri^ and ohlerye^s, jhar the,‘j as no Wsfr was dc<iared',Xnd no 
temple.oflaims'w^^Wirffiur; ho^Hitfer fey 
J^i^iu^fay8,that,afterAUguftus d>e •|L<ynafi,&‘|>r‘N^arthf^s, fye 
hfrd . fliui it the ''third rime, It cinhbtlJellevO, th^t tbtf^mple 
[o#jnued fo twelTg^cats. : qf J^s w^sopened ^orC'Ca- 
biwis is of Opinion, that it was lionjof this expe^ripn. 
opined onoacafipn^of ^yaiusp^./ ' " ' < 

^calljh. 
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PftrthxanSy liotwitfeilanding the treaty concluded a few yedH 
before ^tween them and the Romans, invaded that king- 
dom with a numerous army. In confequence of this inva- 
Caius, who was ftUl in Syria, having, with great ex- 
pedition, affembJed his forces, marched againft the enemy^ 
and, penetrating into the heart of Armenia without oppo-^ 
(ition, appeared before Artagera. Upon his arrival, one 
Addo, whom fome call Domnes, the governor of the place, 
invited him to a private interview, under pretenfce that he 
had foinething to communicate to him of the utmoft im- 
portance. Caius, not fufpefting any treachery, complied 
ivith his requeft) but Addo, or, as Strabo calls him^ Ador^ 
having infenfibly drawn the unwary youth, during the con- 
^rence, clofe to the wall, wounded him, and retired that 
inftant into the city. The Romans, provoked at the treachery 
of the barbarian, immediately gave the aflault on all Tides, 
took the place by ftorm, and difmantled it, after having 
put the traitor, and, with him^ the whole garrifon, to 
the fword ® (S)« The wound did not prove mortal ; but 
neverthelefs weakened the body, and funk the fpiritsi of 
Caius to fuch a degree, that, after he had driven the Parthi- 
ans out of Armenia, and placed Ariobarzanes, by birth a 
^ede, Oil the throne, he refigned himfeif to an idle and in- 
dolent life, leaving the vHioJc management of affairs to his 
pflicers and lieutenants. Auguilus, who had a great defire 
to fee his favoiuritc grandfon, recalled him to Rome ; but 
the youth, captivated with the delights of that foft climate, 
and having many flatterers about him, who made it their 
Oonflant ftudy to amufehia imagination with new pleafures, 
begged leave to continue in Syria, declaring* that he had 
ranier live in the mbit remote and inhofpitable corner of 


’ Idemribjd. cap lo*. Strabo, lib. xi, p. 529. Zoriar. cx Dion. 


(S) Florus relates this event 
In the following planner: Do- 
tnitius, on whom the king of 
Rarrhia had conferred the go- 
yetnmentof Areaxata, pretend- 
ing a revest, came om to meet 
Caius, and delivered into hjs 
hands a writing, which, he faid, 
eontained an account of all the 
king’s treafuresj but while he 
was peruflng it with great at- 
teatipn, the traitor, drawing a 

^0 Flor, Ub. iy* cap. ulr. 


poinard concealed under his 
garment, ftabbed him ( 1 ), Sex- 
tus Rufus follows Florus, and* 
by an unpardonable miftake, 
adds, that the Parthians, by way 
of fatisfadhqn fbr fo bold and 
treacherous an attempt, did then 
firft give hoftages to Oftavianus 
Caeftr, and reSoted the enfigns 
which had been taken from 
Craflus (a)* 

(a) Seat. Ruf« in Breviar, 

the 
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the eartti, than return to Rome* This* uncxpe^led rc^ufal 
Rung Auguftus to the he^rt, who mfifte 4 on his returning to 
Italy j afluring him, that he fiiould tliere he allowed to fol- 
low his own inclinations. Cains, therefore, with the ut- 
moft relu£fance, left Syrian and, failing for Lycia, arrived 
at Limyra, a city of that country, where he died foon after, 
in the twenty-fourth year of his age ‘ (T). Thus was Au- 
giiftus, ill the fpace of eighteen months, deprived of both 
his grandfons, whom he had adopted, in order to fucceed 
him in the fovercigii power. His death, as well as that Hisdiath. 
of Lucius, is, by fomc, imputed to the fecret arts of Livia, 
who left no method untried to advance her fon Tiberius to 
the empire ; but this imputation is altogether unfupported 
by any kind of evidence. » 

The grief of Auguftus for the death of one, whom he Yr. of FI. 
loved with the tendernefs of a father, was great beyond ex- *353- 
preflion. Livia and Tiberius endeavoured to confole him ; 
and on this occafion the artful Livia, who had gained an 
abfolute fway over her hufhand, prevailed upon him to Tibtrius 
adopt her fon Tiberius : however, he adopted at the fame adopted by 
time Agrippa Pofthumius, the third fon of Agrippa and Ju- 
liaj whom he had hitherto negleded, as a youth of no 
parts, and of an untraftable temper ; he likewife obliged 7 iberiut. ^ 
Tiberius to adopt Germanicus, the fon of his brother Dru- 
fus, though he had a fon of his own. His nephew Germa- 


« Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. loa. 


(T) Tacitus (ays, he died of 
his wound as he was returning 
from Armenia (a) j and Sextus 
Uufus, that he returned into Sy- 
ria, and died there ; but Sueto- 
nius, Dio Callius, and Velleius 
Paterculus, who ferved under 
Caius, alTureus, that he died in 
Limyra in Lycia, on his return 
to Rome. Auguftus was ex- 
tremely grieved at his death, and 
complained of Afinius Pollio, 
one of his chief favourites, for 
inviting his friends to an enter- 
tainment, while his grief was yet 
frelh. Pollio anfwered, “ I fup- 
ped after the (ame manner when 
I loft my fon Arterius ; and can 


any one require more grief of 
a niend than of a father (3) 
The body of Caius was convey- 
ed to Rome, and buried there 
with great pomp. Bellonius 
tells us, that he faw the tomb 
and epitaph of C. Ccelar at Ha- 
ma or Emefa in Syria (4) i but 
that his bones were burled at 
Rome, is manifeft from the fol- 
lowing epitaph, which is ftill 
to be feen in the Church of the 
Apoftles, behind the old temple 
of Minerva : ‘ ‘ Ofla C. Caefaris 
Augufti F. Principis Juventutis 
(5) ; “ The bones or C- Caefar, 
fon of Auguftus, prince of the 
youth.” 


. (a) Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap. 3. (3) Senac, in Prooem. lib. 

de Controverf. (4) Bellon, Obfervat. lib. ii. (5) Vide 
Gruter. Infcript. *35. 
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hic\x9 nbw become the emperor’s grandfon, while his 
own fon Drufus was denied that honour Thcfe three 
difFcrent adoptions happened on the fifth of the calends of 
July ; and it is remarkable, that Auguilus, in adopting Ti- 
^rius, folemnly fwore before the people, that ** he adopted 
him for the good of the commonwealth At the fame 
time he conferred on him the tribunitial power, for five 
years, according to fome writers ; but according to others, 
for ten Thus, by the addrefs of Livia, were the higheft 
honours heaped upon her fon, now foie candidate for the 
fucceflion. 

While Auguftus thus provided for the fuccefTion, a dan- 
gerous confpiracy was formed againft his own perfbn by 
Cornelius Cinna, grandfon to Pompey by his daughter Pom- 
peia. As fcveral perfons of the higheft rank w'ere engaged 
m the plot, Auguftus was greatly perplexed what meafures 
to take in fo nice an affair. If he ufed rigour, he was afraid 
their friends and relations, who were very powerful, might 
raife dangerous difturbancesto revenge their deaths j if he 
pardoned them, he apprehended his lenity might encoutage 
others to the like attempts. In this anxiety he palled feve- 
ral nights, without being able to take the lead reft, or come 
to any rcfolution. At length Livia, by her refined arti- 
fices, drew from him the true caufc of his difquiet and un- 
cafinefs ^ i and convinced him, that it was fafer, in fo cri- 
tical a juncture, to ufe cleixiency than rigour. Purfuant to 
her advice, Auguftus fent for Cinna ; and, taking him into 
his clofet, charged him with the confpiracy, named all his 
accomplices, and fliewed himfclf thoroughly informed of 
the place, time, and other circumftances, on which the 
confpirators had agreed in their laft meeting. Cinna was 
thunder-llruck when he faw his treafon thus difeovered, 
and himfclf in the power of the perfon whom he fought to 
deftroy, without any poflible means of efcaping the punifti- 
ment due to his crime. His furprize was ftill greater, when 
Auguftus, inftcad of treating him as a traitor, only upbraid- 
ed him in a gentle manner with ingratitude, reminding him 
of the many favours he had beftowed upon him, and adding, 
that he was refolved to conquer his obftinacy* The em- 
peror forgave himj and all thofe he had feduced into the fame 
wicked defigns: ** And to Ihew (laid ^he) that I am fin- 
cerely reconciled to you, I now name you conful for the 
enfuing year.” This generous behaviour made fuch a deep 
imprelhon upon the mind of Cinna, that he continued, from 


»» Veil. Paterc. lib. 5 i. cap. los. ^ Suet, in Tiber, cap. 21* 

s Dio, lib. Iv- p. 556. X Dio, p. $S 7 » 

that 
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Aat time to tbe hour of his death, inviolabljr attached to 
the intcreft of Auguftus and his family*. It was about this 
time, and perhaps on this dccafion, that the people offered 
Auguftus the title of dominus, that is, lord, or majlcr ; 
which he not only refufed, but publifhed an edi^t, forbid- 
ding any oiie to addrefs him under that name ; a name pe- 
culiar to mafters with refpe£l: to their flaves, and therefore 
no lefs injurious to him than to the Roman people. To- 
wards the end of this year, the people earneftly entreated 
him to recdll his daughter Julia; but he anfwered, that 
he never would confent to their requeft ; and, when 
the people were very preflihg with him, he could not 
contain his anger, but, in a violent paffion, wiftied they 
tnight have fuch wives and fuch daughters. They prevail Julia rs. 
ed upon him at length to change the place of her confine- 
ment, and to remove her from the ifland to the continent ; 
but he M^ould not by any means fuffer her to return to 
Rome *. 

In the beginning of the enfuing year, when Cn. Cornelius 
Cinaa, who had confpired againft Auguftus, and L. Valerius 
Meflala, were confuls, Tiberius was fentinto Germany, to 
complete the conqueftof that country, and keep in awe the 
feveral nations which had been foiite years before fubdued by 
him and his brother Drufus. C- Sentius Saturninus, the 
laft year's conful, an officer of known valour and great ex* 
perience, was appointed to command under him, as he was 
well acquainted with the country, having been formerly 
Auguftus's lieutenant in thofe parts. Velleius Paterculus, 
the hiftorian, attended Tiberius in this expedition, and ferv- 
cd under him in quality of praefe^tus equitum, or commander 
of horfe; which poll had been held by his father. He tells Thetx* 
us, that Tiberius, entering Germany, over-ran the country 
of the Caninefates, now the province of Utrecht; that, from 
thence, he advanced againft the Attuati and Bru6teri, the 
people of the territory of Munfter,whomhe eafily reduced; 
that the Cherufei, the inhabitants of theprefent duchies of 
Brunfwic and Lunebourg, fubmitted at his approach ; that 
he made himfelf mafter of all the countries lying on the 
Vifurgis and the Lupias, now the Wefer and the Lyppe ; and 
that, putting his troops into winter-quarters on the banks of 
the Lupias, he returned to Rome towards the end of Decem- 
ber, where he was received with loud acclamations ^ 

In this and the following year, Rome was affliefted with a A famim 
dreadful famine, infomuch that all foreigners, gladiators, inRomt. 

* Senec.de Clemen, lib. i. cap. 9. p. 31?, 319- * Suet, in 

Octav. cap. 53, Xiphil. Ub. Iv. ^ Veil, Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 

>05, ro6. ^ 
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athletSejOrwreftlers, and ilavcs, except phyficians and fchoof-* 
mafters, were driven out of the city, and ordered to remain at 
eighty miles diftance from the. capital, Auguftus himfelf 
fending away the greater part of his own flaves and attend- 
ants. On this occafion be doubled his ufual largcfTes, or- 
dering a certain quantity of corn to be weekly diftributed 
among the indigent citizens, and provifions to be brought 
from Sicily, Sardinia, and the neighbouring countries, at 
the public expence, and fold at a low rate. Thefe regula- 
tions ftill more endeared him to the people, who were for 
decreeing him new honours, which he abfolutely refufed ; 
but the glory which accrued to him from a folemn embafly 
fent this year to Rome, in the name of the Parthian nation, 
is greatly celebrated by all the writers of thofe times. The 
Parthians, tired with the troubles that were da^ly raifed in 
their country by pretenders to the crown, had at length re- 
courfe to Auguftus, entreating him to give them a king. 
The emperor, highly pleafed w'itb this embafly, named Vo- 
nones, one of the fons of Phraates, who had been fent to 
Rome, as we have formerly obfei ved, commending him j[>oth 
to the Parthian ambafladors, and the Roman governors in 
the Eaft. The Parthian nobility received him with great 
joy, and placed him on the throne of the Arfacides^". 

Next year, M A£milius Lepidus and L. Arruntius being 
confuls, Tiberius, returning to Germany, purfued his con- 
quefts with furprifing rapidity, if Velleius his hiftorian, or 
rather panegyrift, is to be credited. He firll fubdued the 
Chauci (U), the moft flourifhing and numerous nation of 
Germany, and then the Langobardi or Lombardi, who 
furpafled in fiercenefs all the inhabitants of that vaft conti- 
nent. He over-ran, and brought under fubjedtlon, all the 
countries between the Rhine and the Albis, or the Elbe, 
while his fleet ftruck terror into the warlike nations border- 
ing on the ocean \ and the Roman enfigns and eagles were 
revered and adored by numberlefs nations, who, till the 
arrival of Tiberius, had never heard of the Roman name 

While Tiberius profecuted the war in Germany^, Corne- 
lius Coflus was employed in Mauritania again ft the Get uli, 
who, revolting from king Juba, maflTacre^ all the Romans 

c Strab. lib- xvi. p. 74-8. Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. ». Jofeph. 
p. 620. VclI.Patcrc. libii. cap. 104., 105, 106. , 


(U) The Chauci inhabited 
Eaft Frietland, the counties of 
Oldenburg, and Hoya, and part 
‘ of the biflioprick of Bremen : 
the Longobardi^ or Langobar- 


dl, that part of the marquifate 
ot' Brandenburg which is now 
called Middlemarck, and lies 
between the Elbe and the 
Oder, 

fettled 
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fettled in his country, and committed moft dreadful ra- 
yages in the provinces fubjeft to that prince. But ColTus, 
marching againft them, defeated the rebels with great 
llaughter, and obliged them to fubmit. This year Agrippa 
PofthumiUs, having incurred the difpleafure of . his grand- 
father Auguftus, was banifted to the ifland of Planafia, 
now Pianofa, in the Mediterranean fea (W). 

Next year, when A. Licinius Nerva and Caecilius 
Metellus were coiifuls, Rome had three dangerous wars to 
maintain ; one in Germany, another in Pannonia, and 
the third in Dalmatia. In Germany, Maroboduus king of 
the Marcomanni (X), a prince of extraordinary flrength, 
uncommon addrefs, great perfonal courage, and expe* 
rience in military affairs, having raifed a formidable army, 
confiding of feventy thoufand foot, and four thoufand 
horfe, threatened the countries lately fubdued by 'I iberius, 
nay, Italy itfelf, with an invafion. Againft him was fent 
Tiberius, who, arriving in Illyricum, divided his numerous 
forces into two bodies : one he put under the conduft of 
C. Centius Saturninus, who, by Tiberius's orders, taking 
his route through the territories of the Catti, and opening 
himfelfa paffage through the Hercynian foreft(Y), brought 
his legions to the confines of the Marcgmanni, called by the 
ancients Boiohaemi. Tiberius feemed to be unwilling to 
enter the lifts with the king of the Marcomanni ; for, un- 
der various pretences, he delayed his march, and conti- 
nued in Illyricum, as if he were afraid of the enemy, or 
defigned to protra£I the war. Auguftus was old, and Ti- 
berius knew how much it would be for his intereft to have, 
at his death, an army under his command ready to fecond 
his ambitious views ; and therefore pafled great part of the 
fummer in a ftate of ina<Sl:ion, at the head of a numerous 
and well-difcipiined army. 


(W) Some writen tell us, 
that Auguftus conceived an ir- 
reconcileable hatred to him, on 
account of his irregularand fcan- 
dalous life, which he thought 
a difgrace to his family, Ta- 
citus aferibes the difgrace of 
young Agrippa not to any 
vices of his own, but to the 
jrts and ambitious views of 
Livia, who was glad to re 
move the only perfon who 
jhiod in her fon's way to abfo- 
lute power. 

. O 


(X) The Marcomanni inha- 
bited firft that country which 
lies between the Rhine, the 
Danube, the Cochera, and the 
Neckar. From thence they 
paftbd with the Ilarudes and Se- 
dufii into Boiohsemia, now Bo- 
hemia, and, driving out the 
Boii, Settled there. 

(Y) The Black foreft, and 
foreft of Bohemia, . were once 
parts of this Hercynian fored, 
which extended from the Rhine 
as far as Mufeovy, 
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M. Valcritrs Meffalinus having, by the €mpcr6r^s ordefjr 
led the troops he commanded in Dalmatia and Pannonia 
into- Illyricum, to reinforce Tiberius, the inhabitants of 
thofe countries confpircd tofliakc off the yoke, and recover 
their ancient liberties, under the condua of two chiefs of 
the fame i^ame. The two BalMis raifed each in his own 
country an hundred thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe, 
flew all the Romans who had fettled in Pannonia or Dal- 
matia, over-^ran the neighbouring countries fubje^f to the 
Homans, and, penetrating into Macedon, committed the 
moft dreadful ravages. The two chiefs had agreed to a£t 
jointly or feparately, as occafion fliould require, and not to 
lay down Jtheir arms till they had delivered their refpe£live 
countries, and all Germany, from the Roman bondage. 
This general and unc spelled infurre£lioh filled Rome with 
terror and confufion. The emperor, having aflembled the 
fenate, inftead of leflening, magnified the danger ; afl’ur- 
ing the confeript fathers, that, unlefs a new army was 
raifed with all poflible expedition, they might in ten days 
fee the enemy at the gates of Rome. Levies were therefore 
made without delay, the veterans were ordered to return to 
their colours, and not only freed-men, but great numbers 
of Haves, were admitted into the legions. By thefe means 
a numerous army was raifed, and the command of it given 
to Germanicus the fon of Drufus, and nephew of Tiberius, 
a youth of extraordinary accompHlhments. Auguflus left 
the capital, and went to refide at Ariminum ; whence he 
could, with more eafe and expedition, difpatch orders to 
the two generals, and aflift them with his advice in carry- 
ing on a war, which he confidcied as the moft dangerous 
he had yet been engaged in, the enemy^s troops being very 
numerous, well difeiplined, and at no great diftance from 
Italy, which, if any misfortune fhould happen either to 
Tiberius or Germanicus, they would not fail to invade, 
and might over-run, before another army could be raifed •. 

Germanicus was no fooner appointed to command againft 
the revolted Pannonians and Dalmatians, than Tiberius 
turned his arms againft them, hoping he fliould be able to 
* reduce them before the arrival of Germanicus^ whom he 
now beheld as his rival, and therefore would have willingly 
deprived of the glory which might accrue to him from that 
expedition. Witlr4his view^, quitting Illyricum, he en- 
camped in the country which parted Pannonia from the 
kingdom of Maraboduus, to prevent the conjnnflion of the 
Pannonians and the Marcomauni; but Bato, the Fanno* 

Dio, lib* Iv. p. 5 $^, he feq* 
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fiian, laid £ege to Sirmium (Z); «nd, though defeated by 
Caecina Severus, governor of Moefia^ had again recruited 
fais army, and obliged Caecina to quit the field. On the 
other hand Bato, the Dalmatian, laid fiege tg Salona (A), 
and though wounded iu the attack of the place, yet marched 
at the head of his troops t0 meet Mefifalinus, whom Tibe« 
rius had detached againfl; him, gave battle, and defeated 
him. The Roman general being obliged, in his retreat, to 
pafs through certain defiles, was there unexpectedly (hut 
up, and furrounded on all fides by the enemy* The two 
Batos foon after united their forces, and, encamping on 
Mount Almus, in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, kept that 
place blocked up, and laid the country under contribution, 

Tiberius detached Rhymetalces, a petty king of Thrace, 
againft them, who gained fome inconfiderable advantages, but 
was not able to diuodge them, though joined by A. Csecina, 
governor of Moefia, at the head of a confiderable body of 
Roman troops. At length Tiberius marched againft them 
in perfon ; but the enemy, upon the news of his approach, 
abjfndoned their poft, and, dividing their numerous forces 
into feveral fmall bodies, retired by different ways intoMa- 
cedon, committing dreadful ravages in all the countries 
through which they paffed. As winter 'drew near, Tiberius 
did not purfue them 5 but Rhymetalces, and his brother, 
Rafeipolis, at the head of the Thracian auxiliaries, coming 
up with them on the confines of Macedon, gave them a total 
overthrow 

At the approach of winter, Tiberius returned to Rome, 
where M. Furius Camillus and Sextus Nonius Quindilianus 
were foon after raifed to the confulate. During their ad- 
miniftration, ambafladors came to Rome, both from the 
Jews and Samaritans, to accufe Arcbelaus, to whom Au- 
guftus had given the half of his father Herod’s kingdom, 
under the name of ethnarchy, of mal-adminiftration, ty- - 
raqny, and oppreffion. Archelaus being cited to Rome, ArchtUus 
to anfwer the charge brought againft him, and not being depofdand 
able to juftify himfelf before the emperor, he was depofed, 
and baniftied to Vienne in Gaul, where he ended his days. 

Archelaus being haniftied, Auguftus appointed Publius Sul- 

^ Dio, lib. Iv. p. 569— 571* Veil. Patercu). lib. ii. cap. 114, &:c. 

(Z) Sirmium, now Sirmifeh, called them into thofe parts, 
was, in former times, the me- (A) Salona, one of the chief 
tropolis of Pannonia Inferior, cities of Illyricum, ftood on the 
and the place which the cmpC'- Adriatic fca, at a fmall d^ance 
rors chofc for their refidence, from the prefent city of Spa- 
when the sdBTairs of the empire lato. 
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pirius ^mnius to be prefident of Syria; and fentbim into 
the Eaft to fcize on the countries of Judsea, Idumaea, and 
Samaria, which were now reduced to a Roman province, 
Coponius, a Roman knight, was fent to take upon him the 
government of them, with the title of procurator of Judaea, 
^rhefe oflScers, arriving at Jcrufjitem, feized all Archelaus's 
effects and trcafures, purfuant to the fentence pafled againft 
him by Auguftus, and, having abolifhed the Jewilh polity, 
introduced the Roman in its ftead, Coponius aiiumed, in 
the name of Auguftus, the adminiftration, but in fubordi- 
nation to the prehdent of Syria, Judaea being made a part 
of that province. I'hus was the power of life and death 
taken from the Jews, and placed wholly in the Roman pro- 
curator and his fubordinate officers. All taxes were hence- 
forth paid immediately to the Roman emperor ; and the 
Jews might now fay with truth, what they were heard to 
lay fome years after ; We have no king hut Csefar e.” 

Early in the fpring Tiberius and Germanicus took the 
field, the former againft the Pannonians, and the latter 
againft the Dalmatians. We read of no great advantsges 
gained by "ilberius ; but Germanicus obliged the Dalma- 
tians to quit the field, and {belter themfelves behind the walls 
of their cities and caftles,fome of which hebefieged and took. 

W hile they were thus preiTed by Germanicus, a famine 
began to rage all over the country, and was attended by va*^ 
rious diftempers, arifing from their feeding on herbs and 
roots to which they were not accuftomed. In this extre- 
mity Bs^to, chief of the Dalmatians, began to think of fub- 
mitting ; and accordingly fent deputies to treat with Tibe- 
rius, who received both them and Bato himfelf, when he 
appeared before him the next day, in a very obliging man- 
ner. The Roman aiked him from his tribunal, whuc had 
reduced him to revolt, and perfift fo long, and with fuch 
obftinacy, in his rebellion againft Rome ; “ The Romans, 
(anfwered Bato) inftead of ftiepherds to protedf and defend 
UP, fend wolves to devour us.'* The kind treatment be met 
with from Tiberius made fuch an impreffion upon his mind, 
that he was eafily prevailed upon to turn his arms againft 
his namc*-fake and ally, whom he defeated, and inhumanly 
murdered, having perfuaded ||^e garrifon of a caftle, to 
which tfte unfortunate Pannonian^ad fled after the battle, 
to betray him into his bands Upbn his death the greater 
part of the Pannonians fubmitted . 

8 Vide Strah. lib. xii. p. 569. Dio, lib. Iv. p, 5^1. Jofeph. Antiq. 
lib. xvii. cap. 1 5, & de Judaic. lib. ii. ^ Dio, Jib. Ivi. p. 

57 ‘^»57*» Vtll. Paterc.ibid. 
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When Auguftus heard of the fubmilTion of one Bato, and 
the death of the other, he left Ariminum, and returned to 
Rome, where great complaints were made to him by the 
knights, againft the law which be had publiftied fome years 
before, concerning unmarried perfons, and fuch as had no 
children. The knights, whofe averfion to marriage pro- 
ceeded from the loofenefs of their lives, were very preffing 
with the emperor to get this law abolifhed. Thus folicited, 

Auguftus aflfembled the whole body of knights, and de- 
claimed with great vehemence againft celibacy. Far from 
complying with the defires of thofe who had an averfion to 
marriage, he doubled the rewards and privileges of fuch as 
had children, and laid heavy fines on all unmarried perfons ; 
allowing them, however, the term of a year, in which 
fpace, if they complied with the law, they were to be free 
from the penalty. This edict obliged all men to marry at 
a certain age, eftabliftied great exemptions and privileges to 
fuch as had children, and laid heavy fines on all who, after 
a certain age, continued fingle. It was called the Papian-Po- 7 he Fapi» 
psean law, becaufe enaefted by the confuls Papius Mutilus 
and Q. Popseus Sec^s, to whom the confuls of this year, 

C. SuTpitius Camerii^s and C. Poppaeus Sabinus, had re- 
figned the fafees, after having held them only fix months. 

It was alfo called the* Julian law, having been publifhed by 
Auguftus’s order, who was of the Julian family. For the 
farther encouragement of marriage, Auguftus abrogated the 
Voconian law(B), forbidding married women to receive 

any 


(B) Nothing was more com- 
mon, before the publication of 
this law, than for men to give 
cxcellive li^acies to women, and 
to leavc-^fem by will the whole 
eftate of Wealthy family. One 
of the laws of the Twelve Tables 
impowered all citizens to appoint 
whomfoever they pleafed to be 
their heirs, without regarty|^ex 
or relations. This law ^pat- 
tended with inconveniences ; 
debauchery was increafed, and 
it became more eafy to debauch 
a fex who are not always deaf 
to their intcreft. Befides, it 
was no uncommon thing to fee 
women, who were by legacies 
become richer than their huf- 
bands, infulting them, and be- 


having tbemfelves in their fa- 
mines with great haughtinefs. 
To remedy this evjl, C^Voco- 
nius, tribune of tfie people, 
drew up a new law, which he 
at laft got paffed in thecomitia. 
The chief heads of this law 
were : i - fvVery citizen w'as tor- 
bidden to make any woman uni- 
verfal legatee, even an only 
daughter not excepted. 2. A 
daughter’s fortune, after the 
death of her father, was to be 
proportioned to his eltate, or to 
be pro rata of what he had left, 
according to the eftimation of 
prudent men ; and, generally 
fpeaking, the daughter was al- 
lowed only one fourth of her 
father’s eftatc. 3. It was cnadt- 
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anf legacies above a cei^ain fum : yet, tbat he might, no| 
feem to difcourage even the appearance of virtue, he be- 
ftowed upon fuch women as bad vowed perpetual virginitj 
the fame rewards and privileges as upon mothers K 

During thefe tranfadlions at Home the war broke out 
again in Dalmatia and Pannonia $ Bato, who had fubr 
mitted the year before, being the ring-leader of the revolt, 
whether upon fome new provocation, or merely from the 
ficklenefs of his temper, we know not. Germarticue, who 
had acquired a perfeif knowlege of the country, and of the 
manner of fighting in ufe among the rebels, was ordered 
to lead the fame legions againft them which he had before 
commanded. He opened the campaign with the fiege of 
Rhsetinum, a ftrong city in Dalmatia, where he was in im- 
minent danger of periftiing, with the greateft part of his 
army ; for the inhabitants having, after a faint refiftance, 
abandoned the town, and retired into the citadel, Germa- 
nictis, at the head of his legions, entered the place, in or- 
der to attack the citadel ; but while the Romans were plant- 
ing their machines and ladders, they faw themfelves fud- 
denly furroundcd by flames, the inj^bitants having filled 

Dio, lib. Ivi. p. 575—578. 

cd, that all the legacies of the favour of the Voconlan law, 
tcftator fhoiild not exceed one which he inferted in his book 
half of his eftate(6). This DeOriginibus, and which was 
teftamentary law had been pre- in being in Livy's time. There 
ceded by another, which C. are fome fragments of it fiill ex- 
Furius, tribune ot the people, taut in Aulus Gellius. Cicero 
had got pafl'ed, and which was fixes the palling of the Voco- 
thence called the Furian law. nian law to the year of Rome 
It forbad, according to Ulpian, 584, when Quintus Marcius 
Pomponius, and Juflinian, any Phillppus, and Cneius Servilius 
Roman citizen to leave, Iw le- Caepio were confuls (^. From 
gacy, above the value of one that time it continued in force 
thoufand afes to any one perfon, to the reign of Auguftus, who 
and, at the fame time, con- revoked it in favour of Livia, 
demned the legatee to pay four to whom he was refolved, as 
times the fum which was &ven^ Dit^^flius informs us, to de- 
him above what the law Sip vife^y will great part of bis 
lated ; fo that the Voconian eftate ; but that hiftorian ipcaks 
law ought to be looked upon as fo ambiguoufly of the Voconian 
a fupplemeivt to this, which was law, that he has given thecivi- 
probably grown out of ufe in Hans occafion to put different 
the rime of Q^Voconius. Cato, interpretations upon it. 
the cenfor, made a fpeech m 

( 6 ) Cic, de Finibus, Sc Verrina i. Aul. Gcll. Noft. Attic, iib. xx 
cap* lo. Fsedian in Varr. i. (7} Oc. de Senefl. 



‘ Roman Htjlory. 

their houfes with all forts of combuftible materials befoi^ 
they abandoned them, and appointed fome refoJute perfons 
to let fire to them when the Romans fliouW have entered. 

The legionaries, to avoid the fire, furrounded the citadel] 
which flood at foipe diftance from the hpufes ; in avoiding one 
kind of death they met with another ; for the befieged dif- 
charged fp many darts, arrows, and ftoncs, that the ground 
was in an inftant covered yrith heaps of dead bodies. In 
this extremity the Romans attempted to fcale the fortrefs ; 
but met with fuch a vigprpus refiftance as dilheartened 
them ; nothing, therefore, now remained, but to attempt 
a retreat through the flames ; and this they effeded, though 
with great lofs, many of them being crufhed by the ruins 
of the houfes, fufibcated by the fmoke, or deftroyed by the 
fire, which, with great violence, flamed put of the hpufes 
on either fide the ftreets through which they pafled. 

In the night the befieged abandoned the fortrefs, which 
began to take fire, and concealed themfelves in the neigh- 
bouring woods, Germanicus, having waited till both the ff, 
cit^^and ci^del were reduced to alhes, led his legions againfl feveraia- 
Seretium, another city of great importance m the fame 
country, which he inyefted, and reduced in a fliort time, 
though Tiberius had in vain attempted the redudion of it 
the year before. Being encouraged with this fuccefs, and 
no enemy appearing in the field, he divided his army into 
feveral^ bpdies, and, laying fiege to different places at the 
fame time, made himfelf mafter of moft of their fortified 
towns. In the mean time Auguftus, impatient to fee this 
war ended, ordered Tiberius to march likewife into Dal- 
matia, and haflen the final redudlion of that country. Ti- 
berius immediately went in fearch of Bato, who had under 
his command a confiderable body of Bannonians and Dal- 
matians ; and finding him in the neighbourhood of Ande- 
rium, or Andetrium (C), a ftrong caflle, fituated on a fteep 
and inacceflible rock, ofRred him battle 5 but Bato, declin- 
ing an engagement, retired into the caltle, and polled his 
troops on the tops of the neighbouring mountains. 

Tiberius boldly advanced through the narrow paffages, T'hefiegt 
among the mountains, to the foot of the rock on which An- 
detrium flood, with a defign to befiege it ; but was greatly 
alarmed when he faw himfelf furrounded by the enemy, * ’ 

who, defeending from the mountains, had feized on the de- 
nies, and by that means cut off bis retreat. He expedled 
to find at Andetrium the Caudine Forks 5 and he mull have 
inevitably perilhed with his whole army, had the Dalma- ^firaits. 


(C) Now CUflfi. 
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tians fliewed as much bravery and refolution as the Sam- 
nites difplayed oti the like occafion 5 but while Tiberius de- 
fpaired of being able cither to retire or advance, the Dalma- 
tians, feized with a panic, abandoned their polls, and, re- 
treating in diforder to the tops of their mountains, left all 
the avenues open to the Roman general, who advancing 
without oppoficion to the foot of the rock on which the caf- 
Batofub^ Hood, fummoned it to furrender. Bato, finding he could 
not depend upon his men, refolved to capitulate. Leaving 
the cattle in the night, he delivered himlelf up to Tiberius, 
who received him with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and allowed him to retire, after he had folemnly promifed 
never to hear arms againil the Romans. But the garrifon 
of Andetrium ftill refifted, and the place was not taken till 
after repeated alTaults, in which great numbers of the Ro- 
Jn^irium Brians loft their lives. At length they furrendered upon ho- 
nourablc terms, which Tiberius rcligioufly obferved ^ 
jSrduha - * At the fame time Gcrmanicus reduced Arduba, a town 
Min by jiot inferior in ftrength to Andetrium, and defended by as 
Oirmant- numerous a garrifon ; but the redudlion of that impoftartt 
place was more owing to the difagreement which reigned 
amolig the inhabitants, than to the valour of the Romans \ 
for the greater part of the citizens being for furrendering, 
and fubmitting to the yoke, the women, more fond of their 
ancient laws and liberties than the men, joined fomc Ro- 
man deferters, and falling upon their hulbands, m^de a 
great llaughter of them. At laft, the men prevailing, they 
fubmitted ; and the unhappy women, difdaining to outlive 
the lofs of their liberty, either threw themfelves headlong 
from the walls, or, fetting fire to their houfes, confumed 
themfelves and their children in the flames. Then the two 
Roman generals, uniting their forces, over-ran all Dalma-t 
tia and Pannoni^, reftoring every where peace and tran*- 
quility, and obliging the inhabitants to deliver up their 
arms, and return to their former employments. 

Yr. of FI. The war being ended, to the great fatisfaflion of Au- 
a *56. guftus, Tiberius and Gcrmanicus returned fo Rome, where 

VC *6 enjoyed triumphal honours ; and two triumphal arches, 
* * by a decree of the fenate, were to be erected in Panno- 

"Thi^ar nia, and adorned with magnificent trophies. Germa- 

indtd, nicus was allowed to ftand for the confulate before be 

attained the age required in other candidates, and to vote 
in the fenate before the fenators of confular dignity. As 
for Tiberius, it was decreed, that his fon' Drufus, though 
he had no fhare in the war, fliould be admitted into the fe- 


* Dio, Ivi. c78— fSi. 
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nate, and have the privilege to deliver his opinion, after he 
bad executed the office of quaeftor, before thofe who had 
been praetors 

The joy which the total reduction of Pannonia and Dal- 
matia occafioned in Rome was changed into the dcepeft 
melancholy, by the difmal news of the entire defeat of 
Quintilius Varus by the Germans under the conduct of Ar- 
iruiiius. The Germans, before the arrival of Varus, had be- 
gun to bear the yoke with lefs relu£lance j they had quitted 
their forefts, built fome cities, where they lived in a focial 
manner, under the proteftion of the Roman laws ; and, 
forgetting their native ferocity, had for fome time applied 
themfelvcs to the peaceable arts of hufbandry. But the ex- 
tortion and rapine of this new governor revived in that war- 
like nation their ancient love of liberty, eftranged their by his 
minds from Rome, and infpired them with an eager defire tortion, 
of lhaking off a tyranny which they could no longer endure. 

Among the Germans was a young nobleman of extra- Armimus 
ordinary parts, and great valour, named Arminius. He 
was the fon of Sigimer, one of the moft powerful lords of 
the Catti, had ferved with great reputation in the Roman from the 
armies, and been honoured % Auguftus with the privilege Roman 
of a Roman citizen, and the title of knight. But the love 
of his country prevailing over all other confiderations, he 
refolved to improve the general difeontent which reigned in 
the nation, to the advantage of his countrymen, and deliver 
them from bondage. With this view he engaged, by means Heftirs up 
of his friends and emiffaries, in a confpiracy againft the • 

Romans, the chief lords and leading men of all the nations the 

between the Rhine and the Elbe. In ordjer to draw Varus iemans. 
to a diftance from this laft river, by which he could always 
receive fuccours from Gaul, he fuggefted to . him the ne- 
ceffity of {hewing himfelf to the inhabitants of the more chery, 
diftant provinces, of adminiftering jufticc, and accuftoming 
theni, by his example, to live after the Roman manner. 

Varus readily came into the propofal of the crafty Armi- 
nius; and, quitting the neighbourhood of the Rhine, 
marched into the country of the Cherufei. There he made 
it his whole bufinefs to civilize the Barbarians, by intro- 
ducing among them the Roman laws and manners. He 
was continually employed in hearing caufes, and deciding 
civil controverfies ; infomuch that his tent looked more like 
the tribunal of a praetor than the praetorium of a general. 

This was, indeed, a more fuitable employment to the genius 
of Varus, than military expeditions ; not that he wanted 


k Dio, & Veil. Patercul. ibid. 
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irourage, but becaufe be loved his eafe, and thought he 
couldbetter tame the Barbarians by afting as a lawgiver 
than as a general. In the mean tiipe, the confpiracy being 
ripe for execution, and the Germans ready to rife Upon the 
firft notice, Arminius, under pretence of clearing the high., 
ways of robbers, and keeping fome places in awe, perfuaded 
Varus to fend out feveral detachments ; by which means 
his army being weakened, fome diftant nations in Germany 
lofe up in arms, by Anninius’s directions, while thofe, 
through which he was to pafs in marching againfl them, 
pretended to be in a ftate of profound tranquility, and ready 
to join the Romans againft their rebellious countrymen. 

Varus upon the firft news of the revolt, marched with 
three legions, a confiderable body of horfe, and fix cohorts, 
to reduce the rebels, attended by Arminius and his father 
Sigimer, as guides, who led him into a thick foreft, fur^ 
rounded on all fides with fteep hills, and marlhy grounds. 
'There, while the legionaries were employed in cutting down 
trees to open themfelves a paflage through the foreft, and 
entirely off their guard, a great body of Germans uncx* 
pededly appeared, and, difeharging upon them a fhower 
of darts, killed a great number before they could rally, and 
put themfelves in a poftore of defence. They formed them- 
felves, at laft, in order of battle, as well as the ground 
would allow; but a heavy rain falling, which rendered 
their arms almoft ufelefs, and the Barbarians pouring upon 
them hourly in crowds, they attempted to retire to a neigh| 
bouring valley. Finding all the avenues blocked up with 
numerous bodies of the enemy, they were forced to con- 
tinue all that night, and the next day, expofed to the darts 
and arrows of the Barbarians. 

In this extremity Varus, being dangcroufly wounded, 
put an end tij) his life ; and mod of the chief officers, fcornT 
ing to outlive their general, or to be made prrfoners by the 
Barbarians, followed his example. The greateft pa^t of the 
cavalry cut their way through the enemy fword in band, 
and made their efcape ; with them Vala Numonius, one of 
Varus's lieutenants, abandoning the foot, which he com- 
manded, arrived fafe at the Rhine, where he foon after pe- 
rifhed as a deferter, but of what kind of death our author 
has not thought fit to acquaint us. Cefonius, another of 
Varus’s lieutenants, after the retreat of the cavalry, the 
death of Varus, and moft of the other officers, was for 
furrendering at difcrctioa. This motion coft him his life; 
for was immediately tried as a coward by the furviving 
officers, fentenced to deaths and execuud. A very fmall 
number of the le|e!;ioharieSj and fcarce any officers*) beipcf 
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Uft alive, the enemy fell upon the baggage. In the mean 
time the Roman trumpets founding, probably to call thofe 
together who were difp^rfed in the foreft, the Barbarians 
imagined that Afprenas, who was quartered at a fmall dif- 
tance from that neighbourhood, was come to the afliftaiice 
of his countrymen ; and therefore they retired in the night, 
and gave the few legionaries, who outlived that fatal day, 
an opportunity of faving themfelves by flight. Thus were Moflofthg 
three complete legions, and Bx cohorts, almoft entirely cut 
oflF; the greateft overthrow, if Velleius is to be credited, 
the Romans had received ever fince the defeat of CrafTus by 
the Parthians 

The legions that perifhed on this occaflon were the beft Yr. of FI, 
of the whole empire for valour, difciplipe, and experience ; . 
fo that the news of this lofs threw the city into the utmoft 
confternation* Auguftus, upon the firft advice of fo dread- ‘ * 

ful and unexpected an overthrow, tore his garment, and, in ^he concern 
a phrenzy, beat his head againft the wall, crying out, “Re^ ofAuguf- 
Hore the legions. Varus !” This ejaculation he repeated 
occ»fionally in the tranfports of his grief forfeveral months, 
ktting his hair and beard grow, and abandoning himfelf en- 
tirely to grief and forrow : however, he did not forget to 
provide, with all poflible care, for the fafety of Rome and 
Italy ; he placed guards in all quarters of the city, to pre- 
vent tumults and diflurbances \ he raifed new levies, oblig- 
ing all the Roman youth, who were able to bear arms, to 
lift themfelves, confifeating the eftates of fuch as refufed to 
give in their names, and even threatening the moft refrac- 
tory with death : Auguftus vowed the great games to Ju- 
piter, a ftep which had been formerly taken in the wars 
with the Marfl and Cimbri j and never forgot this fatal day, 
but obferved it for the remaining part of his life as a day of 
mourning. 

As the emperor aferibed this fatal overthrow to the anger 
of the gods, and gave credit to feveral pretended pro- 
digies (D), his fears were not quite removed till the enfu- 

*pio, p. 582—585. Vcl. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 117, Tacit. Annal. 
lib. i. cap. 62. 

(D) The temple of Mars was wards that country, changed its 
ftruck with lightning : a fwarm pofture, and turned ks face to- 
of grafhoppers appeared near the wards Italy. Thcfe pretended 
city, ana were difperfed by the prodigies gave the old emperor 
fwallojvs : great rocks fell from great uneaflnefs, which was not 
the top of the Alps, and fire was removed till the next year, 
feen to iflue out of the ground when Tiberius entered ^er- 
m various places: a flatue of manyat the head of a numerous 
V nStorv. on the confines of Oer. armv. 
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ifig year, when Tiberius, after the clcftion of the new ton* 
fuls, P. Cornelius Dolabclla and C. Junius Silanus, leaving 
Rome, paired the Alps, and, entering Germany, obliged 
the rebels, though elated with their late fuccefs, to retire 
from the neighbourhood of the Rhine, and lay afide all 
thoughts of railing difturbances in Gaul. In the latter end 
of the year he celebrated the birth-day of Auguftus in his 
camp with public games, and then retired to Rome ®. 

This year the poet Ovid wa& banifiied to Tomos (E), on 
fome account which we cannot explain ; probably for im.* 
pudent intrufion into the privacies of Auguftus, as he him- 
felf hints in his Triftia". The pretence Auguftus made 
ufe of for banilhing him, was, the lafeivious books he had 
written of the Art of Love ; whence Sidonius Apollinaris, 
and others, aferibe his difgrace to the lewdnefs of his mufe, 
as he does himfelf, in feveral places of his works, out of 
cpmplaifance to Auguftus, and to prevent any farther in- 
quiries. It is very certain, that he was in hi^h favour with 
Auguftus long after he had publilhed his books of love ; for 
which we cannot believe that the emperor would have*in- 
ftiiSled fo fevere a punilhment, after himfelf had written 
verfes of that nature, fome of which havfe reached our 
times, and are more fcandalous than any we read in 
Ovid. Whatever was the true caufe of his difgrace and 
hanifhment, he was confined to an inhofpitable climate, 
and there lived to the hour of his death, without ever be- 
ing able to prevail upon the emperor, cither by his friends, 
or his affecting letters, td^ mitigate the rigour of the firft 
fentence, by removing him to a more friendly climate. 

Next year, M. jEmiJius Lepidus and T. Statilius Taurus 
being confuls, Auguftus publilhed an edi£l:, forbidding all 
augurs, aftrologers, and fortune-tellers, to utter, either in 
private or in public, predictions concerning the death of any 
perfon whatever; not that he was under any apprehen- 
fion himfelf, fays our hiftorian, for he had caufed his nati- 
vity to be calculated, and publicly expofed, but on account 
of the difturbances which thofe impoftors had occalioned 
in fome noble families. He likewife revived the ediCt for- 

» Dio, ibid. p. 516, « Ovid, Trift. lib* ii. ,ad Auguft. 

(E) Totnos, TcMjji, or To- nus, Tomefwaer ; according to 
mis, ftood on the Euxine fea, Giefanius, Kiow or Kiovia ; 
and was the metropolis of ^w- there being, in the neighbour- 
cr Mcefia. The ancient city of hood of this laft city, a lake 
Tc% >s is at prefent, according called by the inhabitants Ovi- 
to Niger, called Conftantia ; duoe-jezeroi that is, Ovid^s 
according to Ccelius Calcagni- lake* 

tidding 
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bidding any of the equeftrian order to fight in the arena ; 
threatening fuch as (hould dare to tranfgrefs it with in- 
famy, the confifcation of their eftates, and even death. He 
extended his care to the'diflant provinces, ordering that no 
public honours fliould be beftovved on the governors fciic 
thifher, during the time of their adminiliration, nor within 
fixty days after their departure. The haughty and impe- 
rious behaviour of fome proconfuls and proprectors gave rife 
to this.ediiT ; the emperor judging, that extraordinary ho- 
nours infpired them with pride, and made them look upon 
thofe over w'hom they were placed with an eye of contempt. 

As there were this year fixteen perfons of diftindlion who 
flood for the prtetorfliip, Auguftus, unwilling to difguft any 
of the candidates, named them all to that dignity; but next 
year reduced their number again to twelve. He raifed 
Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by his firft wife Vipfania 
Agrippina, to the quseflorfliip, though he had not yet attain- 
ed the age required for the difeharge of that employment ; 
and named Gcrmanicus confulfor the enfuing year®. He 
afterwards feiit both Tiberius and Germanicus into Ger- rjberiut 
many, at the head of two very numerous armies ; but, 
during the whole campaign, they did nothing which hifto- 
rians have thought worth recording ; they pafled the fum- overman 
mer on or near the banks of the Rhine, contenting them- 
felves with keeping the Germans at a diftance, and pre- 
venting them from invading Gaul. About the middle ^of 
the autumn they repalTed the Alps, and returned to the 
capital, without having even attempted the redui^lion of 
the provinces which had fliaken off the yoke, and brought 
fo dreadful a calamity upon Rome. Upon their return, rihmut 
Auguftus honoured Tiberius with a triumph, which had *riumphs^ 
been refufed, when he had a better claim to itP. 

Auguftus, not being able, on account of his great age, Yr. of FI. 
to bear the whole burden of public affairs, named Tiberius 
for his colleague in the fovereign power; invefting him 
with a much more ample and extenfive authority than he * ‘ ^ * 
had ever granted to his fon-in-law and faithful minifter isajfociaui. 
Agrippa. The decree, which the confeript fathers pafled ^v'nh Au^ 
in favour of Tiberius, was couched in the following terms : 

At the requeft of the people of Rome, we grant to Caius 
Julius Caefar Tiberius the fame authority over the pro- 
vinces, and all the armies of the Roman ftate, which Au- 
guftus has held, which he ftill detains, and which we pray 
the gods he may long enjoy This decree, which put 

• Dio, ibid, p. 586. P D20,p. 586. ^ Veil. PatercuK lfi>. ii. 
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Tibefitis iip6h> a l^cl with Auguftus, was propofed, ac- 
cordiag to Suetonius S by the confulsi no doubt, at the re- 

? ueft, ot rather by tho command, of Auguftus. Next year, 
rermanicus Caefarand Fonteius Capito being confuls, Au- 
guilus, by a fpeclal edid^, declared the authors of all lam<^ 
poonS} and fatirlcal writings, attacking or blackening the 
feputation of any perfon whatever, guilty of high treafon, 
and punifliable with death, In the times of the republic, 
aftions indeed were punifliedj fays Tacitus, but words 
were free Auguftus was the firft who brought libels under 
the penalties of the law of majefty, or of tteafon. 

Towards the end of this year, Auguftus wrote two let- 
ters, One to the fenate, recommending Germanicus to the 
conicript fathers, and another to Tiberius, recommending the 
fenate to his refpe£I and attention. In his letter to the fc- 
naie, he begged the fathers not to be at the trouble of wait- 
ing upon him, according to their cuftom, at his houfe ^ 
adding, that he hoped they would difpenfb with him for 
not attending in the fenate-houfe as formerly, fuch an 
attendance being very inconvenient to him on accouni of 
his age : he defired, they would appoint him twenty coun- 
fellors out of their body, with whom he might advife in 
matters of importance relating to the ftate. The fenate 
readily granted his requeft, and decreed, that whatever he 
fliould refolvc upon with the twenty fenators afDgned him, 
the confuls for the year, the confuls eleft, and his adopted 
fon and nephew, ftiould have the fame fqrce as if voted and 
pafled in the fenate*. In the following year, when C. 
^Silius and L. Munacius Plancus were confuls, the fourth 
term of his ten years being near ended, he accepted, with 
feeming rel usance, of the government of the republic for 
ten years longer 5 and, at the fame time, renewed the tri- 
bunitial power in favour of Tiberius, for the fame term ^ 
He im powered Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, to ftand for the 
confulate after two years, though he had not yet^difeharg- 
ed the o£5ce of praetor ; but, as both he and Germanicus 
had places in the fenate, and it was natural to fuppofe, that 
their fentiments were thofc of Auguftus, which none of 
the confeript fathers would venture to contradi£I, he order- 
ed them not to vote, or declare their opinion, in fuch 
matters is were debated by the confeript fathers. Aup;uftus, 
having thus fettled matters at home, and made his will, 
which he delivered to the Vcflal vitgins, rcfolved once 
more to attempt the redii£Uon of Germany. 


* Snet. in Tiber. Sc Tacit Anna!. cap. 
p. <;SS. * Idem, ibid. 
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With this view, he raifed two ntimcrous armies, die t6 
be commanded by Tiberius, and the other by Germanictis. 

The latter was ordered to iriarch this year into Gaul, and Send^ 0& 
from thence to invade the countries, which, at the inftiga- manicus 
tion of Arminius, had withdrawn their obedient^ from 
Rome. Tiberius was appointed to lead his army into Illy- 
ricum, and penetrate cm that fide into the kingdom of Ma^ 
roboduus, which the Romans had not yet fubdued. Au- 
guftus, however, kept him at Rome all this, and part of 
the following year, when Sextus Pompeius, and Sextus 
Apulcius were raifed to the confulate J the former was 
grandfon to the famous Sextus Pompeius, whofe war with 
Auguftus we have related: his colleague Apuleius was one of 
the emperoris chief favourites, and is faid to have prevailed 
upon him to change the fentence of death, which he firft 
pronounced againft Ovid, into that of perpetual banifti- 
ment. During their adminiftration, Auguftus, taking Ti- 
berius for his colleague in the cenfoHhip, made a third A thWA 
cenfus, by which it appeared, that the number of the Ro- 
man® people amounted to four million one hundred and 
thirty-feven thoufand, counting women and children aS 
well as men ^ While the ceremony was performing in 
the field of Mars, an eagle was obferved to fly feveral times PnJighi 
round Auguftus, and then alight on a neighbouring temple 
over the firft letter of Agrippa^s name. This incident was 
looked upon not only by the multitude, but by Auguftus 
himfelf, as an omen of his approaching end. He there- 
fore ordered his colleague Tiberiussto make the vows which 
were ufual at the time of the cenfus, for the fafety of the 
Roman ftate, and the prolpcrity of the citizens ; faying, 
that he would not make vows .which he fhould not live to 
perform ^ (F). 

It 

® Suet. lib. ii. cap. $7, Gruter. Infcript* p* ijd. ^ Suet. ibid. 

(F) He was confirmed in this ranked among the gods } the 
opinion by feveral other prodi-* word afar^ which was the re- 
gies : the firft letter of his maining, part of his name, %*. 
name, in an inferiptioQ on the nifying a god in the Hetrufean 
pedeftal of one or his ftatues, language* To thefe wo omens 
ftruck off with lightning ; Dio adds a third, which, in his 
®hd the Ibothfayers^ who were opinion, plainly prelaged his 
confulted on that occafion, de- imminent death. It had been 
glared, that he had only an cuftomary, ever fince the death 
hundred days to live, the letter of Julius Csefar, to place hit 
C ftanding for that number chair, with a crown upon it* at 
^ong the Latins : they added, the public fports. In this chair 
aifter his death he would be Auguftus aied to fit, when' he' 
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It 4itnf iiv Tiberbifi to leave Bonos, and let 

Awgttftus, to tlie great furprize. of tb« 
jfhol^jjlyji^jiaarcd his |!Oteniijjn of acconopanying him as 
and bis journey from thence 

to bfsws in Campania, -in order to afljft at the folemn 
^rta which were to he exhibited on his approaching hirth- 
d?yf. As he found bis ftrength decaying apace, he promifed 
htmfclf no gn^ hensfit from .)^, whpiefome tut of Cam- 
panta, _«pec;tal}y of Naples, whither many Homans ufed to 
r^fort for the iecovcry of their health ; and this was the 
ipative of his fttdd€?i and imexpc^id refolntion- He 
performed ^ ,jouri^y with uncoil chearfuloefs and 
^^^d ty fiia heloyed iivla* At Jtoevcntum 
he parted with Tiberius, and purfu^ bis journey to Naples, 
wbei^ he was: received with all poflildc dempnftra^ of 
jpy,i After be had foent fome tinac at Naples very agree- 
aWy, and amfted the public ^orts, he was feiaed with a 
^rrboea, ad^^rous djften^per in. a perfpn of bis years. 
Be tbei^lbre dnolaed^ before his failed him, to 

^nrn to Rome .V 5U?4 accordingly, leaving Naples, fet out 
w hfe capital V bu^ his illnds inci^afiug, notwitbftanding 
aa the x^edtes orcfcrihpd by the pbyfwians who attended 
him, he was ob|li^d to ftop at Nola in Campania. 

‘ lavia, appriC^ that bb end ^as, near, difpatched mciTen- 
gw repeatedly to Tibmp^ acquainting him with the ftate 
qf tbe^^peroi^s ncaitb, and pre&ng him toVetura with ^11 
i^r^pedit^. Tiberius, upon the receipt of bis mother’s 
le^rs, a«mne4iate^^ andflew to Nola, where 

te found Auguftus aliVCj and received his laft inftruc- 
isons *. 

. The old lo^i upoi|,dearth with great intrepi- 

He dlicouried very chearfully with bis inUmate 

* Vail. Fstcrc. lib. ii. cap. ii8. 
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Auguft’us wrote a (hort account 
of tbft^hief scions of his lifcy 
wbidi rbe caufed to be engraved 
OB. brate, and {^aced over his 
tomb ( 2 )# fireat part of this 
WUftbk monuTnent has been 
ct^fiaitted ^ ws in the Marmor 
At^n^tupi wid is to be feeo 
JbdSc ittterMid^ of the teamed 







““y suidWful }nftru6lons re- 

*1! •’•* owTi aflibns, he told 

» *^I 1 found Rome of brick, but left it of 

^o„thc beauty and ftatcline/s of Ac bdldinw, as 
to t^ majefty, grandeur, and firftncft of tbe empire. In 
h\l h?! a taitW.. and, liaving caufed 

wSL ^‘ijnfted, and his wrinkled check! to be 
imoothed, as was cuftomary among fhe ftaee-plavers he 
afted b«s friaids with a languifliing Toice, «' Whether be 
had aae^rs part well ?» !:hey aWri4 in the affi'La! 
t»vc, ^ Aen, wiA a pliudit (faid he), for i 

^ Finally, fixing his eyes on i, 

who held him in her arms, he dfefired her to' « remember 
their marriage, and the ties which had kept their hearts fo 
then quietly expired t. 

'u- AuguftoSi on the nmetpenth of 

T"i’‘ 1° fame 

*’«'* entered upon his firft confuHhip. He 
had Iwrf feyenty-fije years, ten months, and twenty-fix 
days; and reigned, from his firft confulAip, fifty.fix ywlL 

'’"Jy fofty-thr’ie S 

was fufpe^d haraig haftened the emperor's dwtli, fear! 

recondled. on his return to Rome, with 

^*’0*” be had privately 
vifited fome months before, in the ifland of PlanaL. He 
made thp little cxcurfion attended by Fabius Maximus alonL 

Toft Tiberius, or any other of hS 

*oft faithful and trufty favourites. Fabius diLiofed the fe- 
cret to his wife Martia, and.flie to tivia; and thence the 
*be feertt was betrayed ; a eSuS 
’’v*" ^®“i ‘bat when he 

“Tr^r^irr “P®j;,b™ Aenext morning, he bade him 

long furvive his dif. 

‘ ^ himfclf *. The Afpicioti, 

poifoncd figs, feems to be mcrecalumnva 
to dewafed emperor was borne from Nola 

S rhP??’ f” “ighbrnwhoJof Rome, on the Ihoulders 

toVnf «‘a«*ftrate8 of the colonies <if the nmnicipal 
man At B©?ill« It was rccciveifby them^ 

man taights and % *b«A conteyed to Rome, afid expOfeit 
the porch of the palace oa Mount Paiatinti^ 
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The Roman itiftory. 

Tibcrlt^, in virtue of the tribunitial power with which he 
was invcftcd,, appointed the fenate to meet next day ; but 
would fufFer no other bufinefs to be tranfaftcd, than' what 
related to the funeral of his deceafed father. In the firft 
place, his laft will was brought in by the Vcftal virgins, and 
read aloud by Polybius, one of Auguftus’s freedmen. It 
0s wHl, began thus : “ Since th^ gods have been pleafed to deprive 
me of my grandchildren Caius and Lucius, I declare Ti- 
berius my heir,” &c. By the fame will Tiberius and Livia 
were appointed his firfl heirs, his grandchildren, and their 
children, his fecond, and the great men of Rome bis third 
. : heirs: Livia was adopted into the Julian family, and ho- 

noured with the title of Augufta. To the Roman people 
he left, as a legacy, four hundred thoufand great fefterces; 
to the populace thirty-five thoufand to every common fol- 
dier of the praetorian guards a thoufand fmall fefterces ; and 
to every foldier of the Roman legions three hundred (H). 

' : , His laft will being read, Drufus produced to the con- 

Script fathers four fmall books, written by the deceafed em- 
perof ; the firft of which contained regulations relating to 
I i the ceremony of his obfequies ; the fecond was a journal 

of the moft memorable actions of his life, which, by his 
laft will, he ordered to be engraved on the pillars of brafs, 
I which fupportcd the froxitifpiece of his.ftately maufoleum. 

, Great part of this journal has been prefcrved in an ancient 

marble, found about an hundred and fifty years fince in the 
city of Ancyra •• The third book contained a fummary of 
the ftrength and income of the empire, the number of the 
Romans and auxiliaries in pay, the condition of die navy, 
of the fcvcral kingdoms paying tribute, and of the various 
provinces and their revenues, with the ftate of the treafury, 
the cxpcnccs of the empire, and the demands upon the 
public* This rcgifter was all written with Auguftus’s own 
hand. The fourth book' was a colledlion of inftru£li6ns for 
the ufe of Tiberius, and the other governors and magiftrates 
of the republic, Whom he advifed to abandon all thoughts 
of extending the limits of the empire by new conqucfts 

« Vide Gruter. infeript* p. 130. b Suet, in Tiber. 

(H) From feveral expreffions nity the title of emperor; and 
in pn^te letters of Auguftus, confequeiitly, that he did not 
quoted by Suetonius, it plainly adopt him out of complalfancc 
^ppearj, that Auguftus had a to Livia, npr a fecret ambition 
fincere affe6Kon of enhancing his own reputation, 
for Tiifenus ; that he looked with’ poftenn^, by giving the 
upon him as the oply perfon Roman*} an emperor of fuch a 
uapawe of luppordng with dig- b^ charaaer^ ^ 

' The 






i Hyiory. 

^ coiifidered, "^eti Afiniils 

■ O^^Bi^'thaeito.iFai^ pafs through the tri- 

I-iicius A|frUnti«8 propofed, that the titles of 
tte;lSKir6 he..had Wadii, aael.the names of all the nations 
Jpfe:bs^iix)nqu«wd,:fIlo^tt bei^^ before the corpfe. Some 
opin&Stt^ thatj'on the day of his funeral, all the ma- 

■ and knights (hould, in token of their grief, wear 
.itei&y inftead of tbeH;:,^ld>ring$ } and that, to eternize his 
, ^feniorp, not only t&^o^h Sextilis, but the whole time he 
>;^d Inred, fliould beS|iP>itf liame, and be ftylcd feculum Au- 

that is, thi age of Augujlus. Valerius Meflala, de- 
Spartiag frpnj^ the' matter da queaion, added, that the oath 
of allegianoe to llbcrius flioald be renewed every year 
Tibeiius, at this trts^eaed propofal, afted him, 

whether'-hC' had'thade tha^^qtion at his inftigation ? ** I 
fpoke it (anfwered MefTalS'itrlffi a new turn of flattery} as 
mywn«j»iBioa.$ nor vvat'I-c^be controled by any man 
in things which coneern the ^Itfarc of the public, let who 
will be provoked at, my freedoni V’ The fenators at length 
-agreed ^carry the body of thedeceafed emperor to the fu- 
nend:«jde on their ihdnldets : but this ceremony Tiberius 
would flot even con|manded the people to re- 

^d ..not 'jd- inillf upon having his body 
burdt, as Julius Cstfar’s had been, rather in the forum than 
in tte field of Marsiwikh was the place appointed. How- 
evepj Ws funwal wasjptrrfoi^ed with the greatefl: pomp and 
magnifiecneerthat Md ever been feeii in Rome: Drufus 
read ;iT0to’ the rodtr»a’^ort d<jgium of the deceafed empe- 
ror } yd Tiberius pronounced Sis funeral oration in the fo- 
rum, yhich was rewired -^h' the applaufe it deferved, as 
a maifi^ly xc^^fition When fire was fet to his pile, 
an eagle |oq& •lirry'S^e top, to carry his foul to 

heaven. Livia, aodwtth bif iWme of the chief men among 
the knights, cotttitl^%t;iii^:day.s together in the field of 
Mars, bones which the flames 

bad^ared;: in an urn of gold, which 

ine d^poflted. which Auguf- 

tus had betw^een the Tiber and 

the that men fliould 

Jiioufn ;fbr' that is, about three 

probably from refpect 

divine worfliip was de- 
pld an^^iefls : the houfe in which 
he died, and moflof the houfes 


vras born. 




^ X 3 io, lib. Ivi. p. 59S. 
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honours. 
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burnt in thi 
Campus 
Martins, 


D/vine htn 
nours iie^ 
creed him* 
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ii\wjiicli ht Iwd lived, werc» cbaiif€4into fatiQuarics. Li- 
vr^% now jTiUa Augufta, aflom^d the office of chief pricllcfs 
of the new deity, and made a prefent of ten thoufand great 
fcfterccs to a fenator, named Numerius Atticus, who fo- 
lemnly declared, upon oath, that he had feen the foul of 
Auguuus afeend to heaven. This fable, which was a copy 
of that which Julius Proculua had many ages before pub* 
lilhed concerning Romulus^ was fooH fpread abroad, and 
credited in all the provinces fubje^l to Rome: temples 
were every where erefl;ed in honour of the deified Auguftus, 
and a new order of priefls w'^as inilituted. Tiberius confe- 
crated a fan 61 uary to his deceafed father in his own palace, 
and cbofe twenty-one priefts from among the fenators, 
naming himfelf, his Ton Drufus^ and his nephew Germani* 
cus, among the firit 

It is generally agreed that Auguftus was no great hero in 
the field of battle ; but he undoubtedly pofie&d a fpecies 
of courage much more uncommon and important, than a 
contempt of perfonal danger, in which the greateft warrior 
is often equalled by the meaneft foldier in hisaimy. As for 
the charge of cruelty which hath been fo jfeverely urged 
againft the charaflerof Auguftus,it isa juil reproach equal- 
ly applicable to all his contemporaries, with this difference, 
that none of them lived to manifeft a change of difpofition; 
W'hcreas, after he had eftablifhed his authority and fafety 
on a folid foundation, be exhibited numberkfs proofs of 
clemency and good-nature. If we confider him as a fove-^ 
reign, it muff be owned th^t no prince ever underftood the 
art of reigning better than he, nor ever made a better ufc 
of thefe talents. Dio Caffuis juftly obferves, that Auguftus 
would have been defervedly eueemed one of the beft princes, 
that ever fwayed a feeptre, had he not ufurped, but received 
the fovereign power lawfully conveyed to him from his 
anceftors : but whether the wife laws he pubKflied, and the 
mildnefs with which he governed, after his fovereignty 
was thoroughly eftablilhcd, fufficiently atoned for hisufurp- 
ation, is what we fubmit to the judgment of our readers (H). 

The 


« Dio, p. 598— 600. Tacit, lib. i. cap. ir, 15;, i8» 


(H) As we have not attempt- 
ed to excufe his vices, it is but 
jullice to acknowlege his good 
qualities ; and the reader has s 
r^ht to ho made acquainted 
With feme remarkable particu- 
lars oi his life and coAvcrfaiion, 


which do not fell within the 
province of general hiftory. 

In the firff place, when his 
authoEity was onee thoroughly 
efhiMiihed^ he made it hi s whole 
ftudy to redrefs the public griev- 

to fuppi?eh.thediferders 

which 
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a:militaiy tribnn0#in wfaofecuftodflic was av 
that timC) biefore he layered Auguftus’s death to be made 

public. 


hoped for wgs apparently greater 
than the lofs feared ; for 
thole who hazard much (faid 
he) to gain but little, are like 
men who fifti with hooks of 
old, the lofs of w'hkh will 
ardly be repaired by" what they 
catch.” He ufed to obferve, that 
raflmefs and precipitancy were 
the greateft faults in a general ; 
whence he had this faying fre- 
quently in his mouth, “ Fedina 
lente,” which is much the fame 
in fenfe with our. common pro- 
verb, “ No more hafte than 
g6od fpecd,” 

He was no lefs careful in ad- 
miniliering juftice, than fevere 
in exadling military difeipline ; 
for he not only appointed fucli 
judges as were men of known 
integrity, but was himfclf very 
affiduous in hearingcaufes, often 
feting up with great patience 
the greateft part of the night : 
•when^ie was, by any indifpoli* 
tion, confined to his palace, he 
ufed then to hear caufes in his 
own room, lying on a couch, 
thinking the adminiilfation of 
juftice the chief and indifpenf- 
ablc duty of a prince. Not- 
withilanding his afiiduity in 
hearing caufes, and continual 
application, he was at all hours 
ready to give audience even to 
the mcanefi of the people, to 
hear their complaints, andre^ 
ceive their petitions; and be-* 
caufe one prclented him his rc- 
qiicft famowhat timoroufly, ho 
j^eafahtly rebuked him, faying, 
M That he had delivered hi# 
petition to him as if he had been 
prefenting fomething to an ele* 
phant.’^ + T« encourage perfons 
; ta fr«ely to 


him, he carefully avoided all 
outward appearance of gran- 
deur. He never went to the 
fenate without faludng all:; the 
fenators/ in the order they fat, 
each of them by his own name ; 
and, at his departure, took his 
leave of them in 'the fame man- 
ner. He afiilled in perfon at 
all public and private feaiis and 
entertainments, till he b^gan 
to be in years, and could no 
longer bear the inconveniences 
of a croud. He had fo great 
an averfion to the title of domi- 
nus, or lord, that he looked 
upon it as a reproach ; and even 
publifhed an edidi, forbidding 
any one, his own children and 
grandchildren not excepted, to 
give him that title. In the af- 
fcmhlics held for the ele<ftion of 
magiftrates, he gave his vote in 
his own tribe, as if he had been 
one of the people ; and, in the 
courts of judicature, he not 
only fufFcrcd himfelf to be in- 
terrogated, but allowed the 
jifdges and advocates of the ad- 
veric party to ol^e^t againfi his 
depofition. How great and 
powerful focFcr his favourites 
were in Rome, he would not 
allow them any exemption from 
the judiciary laws, nor even re- 
conuhoid them to the judges. 
Of all the criminals and aCcul'ed 
perfons, in his time, he faved 
but one, by whofc means he 
had difeovered a confpiracy 
formed agai nil him; and him 
hep^ferved by prevailing upon 
his accufer to withdraw his ac- 
cuiatioii, The ancients give 
us feveral inftancee of his cle- 
. mcncy, even after his authority 
vn4 thoroughly eflablilbed. Jut- 



public, mberius avoided t in $]ic 

feoate $ ia 'hopes the world! frould have believed that it 


Dius Novatus publiflied a letter 
full of bitter invedlives againU 
him in the name ofyoung Agrip- 
pa« f far which ofience AuguHus 
onlyilaid a fmall fine upon him* 
Callus Patavious having declar* 
cd boldly, at a public enter- 
tainment, that he neither want- 
ed will nor courage to rid Rome 
of her new monarch ; Auguftus 
contented himfelf with ordering 
him to depart Rome. jEmi- 
lius jElianus being accufed, a- 
mong other things, of fpeaking 
of him with great contempt, 
the emperor, turning to the in- 
former, and pretending to be 
in ^ great rage, I wilh, with 
all my heart, you could prove 
it (faid he) : if you did, I 
would make ^Elianus know, that 
1 have a tongue as well as he, 
and can fay twice as much of 
him.” He refented it no far- 
ther. Tiberius, likewife, com- 
plaining in a letter to him of 
the inmlence of iElianus, be 
returned him thisa^fwer; Do 
not, my dear Tiberius, indulge 
too much in this cafe your psu- 
hon : let us defpife words, and 
think ourfelves happy if they 
can do us no greater harm*” 

As for his liberality it knew 
no bounds; he cotilbintly fup- 
plied with corn above a hun- 
dred riiouiand families.*^ He 
Irequently prcfented the peo|de 
with hrge fums, giving them 
fometimestwo, (bmetimes three, 
snd fometimes four hundred 
leflerces a head, not excludingp^ 
even the children. He was 
dways ready to lend, without 
ntcreft, any fum to fuch per- 
OQS ^ere able to iecure nim 
MS .When 4c pub- 


was 

lifhed the law^ excluding from 
the ienate fuch as were not 
worth twelve hundred thoufand 
feflerces, from compailion for 
many noble families, he made 
up that fum with his own mo^ 
ney. Hp exhibited, at an im- 
menfe charge, twenty-four 
lliews in his own name, and 
twenty- three for other magif- 
trateSf who were either abfent, 
or not able to bear the expence. 
Thus farof Auguftus as a pub- 
lic mngiilrate : as to his doinef- 
tic and private life, Suetonius 
reprefents him as a tender and 
careful parent, a conilant friend, 
and both a fevere and gentle 
mader. He educated his daugh- 
ter and her children with the 
utmod care, not allowing any 
but perlbns of unblemiflied cha- 
ra^ers to have accels to them. 
His frienddiip, when once ac- 
quired, was firm and con dan t ; 
he not only rewarded his friends* 
fcrvices, but patiently bore 
with their faults. His favour- 
ites dourifhed in honour and 
riches to the end of their lives. 
As to his domedics, he con- 
ferred honourable employments, 
and heaped riches upon fuch of 
them as behaved well ; but Pro- 
culu^, a freedman, and one of 
his chief favourites, he caufed 
to be put to death for carrying 
on intrigues with married wo- 
men. Thallus, another freed- 
man, and his amanuends, hav- 
ing betrayed fome fecrets for 
dve^ hundred denarii, had his 
legs broken by his order. Se- 
veral of his grandfon Caius*s at- 
tendants he commanded to be 
thrown headlong into river, 
apd drowned, for levying mo-, 
ney 



t»M bf (tf Aagoftasy *t if b^had traaf^ 

mitteiiorder$ to tfaetrl&mke wbo guanled tho youth^to^if- 

patch 


uey in their mailer’s pro'Hnce 
without his kxu>wlege. Hech<^ 
rather to turn into mirth the 
timoroufnefs of Diomedes, an* 
Other of his freedmen, than to 
impute it to any maliciow dc- 
fign, when, walking with hinr 
alone, a wild boar coming fud* 
denly upon tliem, Diomedes* 
to feenre himfelf, made bold to 
thruft his mafter to the boar. 

He applied himfelf frona hia 
youth to the ftudy of eloquence, 
and other liberal arts- During 
the war of Modena, he is fatd 
to have pailed no day, in the 
midft or his moft important 
affairs, without reading, writ- 
ing, and declaiming. He wrote 
ieveral books upon different fub- 
jedis ; to wit, An anfvvcr to 
Brutus’s Cato ; Exhortations to 
the Study of Philofophy ; the 
Hiftory of his Life to the Can- 
tabrian War, in thirteen books ; 
an epic poem, intituled Sicilia ; 
and a brok of Epigrams, which 
he compofed for the moft' part 
in his baths : he began a tra*' 


«dy in a lofty ftyle, but finding 
he could not woceed, he ex- 
punged what he bad written 
and Deing a&ed by his friends 
what was become of Ajax, who 
was the fpbjedi of the perform- 
ance, /he anfwered, Ajax 
has difpatched himfelf with « 
^n^e.*’ Though he was wdl 
acquainted with the Qreek 
tongue; yet he neither (poke it 
readily, nor ever ventured to 
compote any thing in it; when 
he was obliged to ufe that 
guage, he iirft wrote down iris 
Siooghts in Latin, and tl^n 
oave them to another to tranf- 
uteinto Greek*. His geoere* 


iity to meOof lemming was ttn« 
Hmltod; hence tb many famous 
writers fiburilhed in his rime, 
that the age of AuguftusC wilt 
ever be looked upon as thO 
of genkn, dbgance, and polite- 
nen. 

The writers thatfiouriihed in 
the reign of Auguftus arc fo 
well known, that it is almoft fu- 
perfiuous to mention the names 
of Titus Livius, Dionyfius of 
HalicamafiTus, Siirabo, Afinius 
Pollio, Cornelius GaUus, Vir- 
gil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullus, 
and Propertius, who adorned 
this diftinguifh^ period- We 
fhall only obferve, that Titus 
Livius, who was a native of 
Patavia, now Padua, wrote the 
Roman hhfory, from the foun- 
dation of the city to the death 
of Dmfus, in one hundred and 
forty books, thirty-five of which 
only are extant, and efen thefd 
not fiicceffive; for the fecond 
decade is wanting- 

PionyfiosHalicamalTcnfis, af- 
ter the emb^r, came to Rome, 
wimre hewrotc in Greek twenty 
Books of the Roman antiqui- 
ties, of which we have only the 
firft deven remaining; 

Strabo M^s a native of Ama- 
fiitt; a city of Cappadocia. He 
compofed .dhners worics ; but 
noth irtgrcfitems except bis geo- 
graphy, hi fevcntcen b<^ks, 
written in Greek, and ftiU much 
ki dfeem, 

A^finins PblKo raifed himfelf 
Irom an obfeore ort|^ to the 
Confular dignity- very 

fomtliar ^h Augurs, aitd a 
great friend of Virgil, Horace, 
and othor men of gcnhasi He 
wrote a' jtSfiory hr 

books. 



Wch bim tipon the fiift fiitefligettiijr df Ws death. The 
betteiPto fupport tbfe ftorjr, when fhe tribune, according to 

the 


books, and fome tragedies ; but 
none of his works have rwhed 
our times. 

have, in. the courfe of 
the fcftory, given fome account 
of the life and death of Corne- 
lius Gallus, who was a native 
of Pregus, of the equeftrian or- 
der, and an excellent poet ; but 
none of his^ works are extant. 

Itrisf well known, that Vir- 
gil was a yeoman or farmer of 
Mantua ; that Horace had ferved 
as a tribune in the army of 
Brutus ; that the great friend 
and patron of both was the ce- 
lebrated Msccenas ; . and that 
Ovkl was banifhed by Auguf- 
tus to Pontus, from whence he 
never returned, though the real 
caufe of his exile is not known. 
As fer the works of thofe three 
poets, they arc in every body’s 
hands, and too well underBood 
to require any critique in this 
place. * 

Aulus Albius Tibullus, who 
was a Ronyan knight, will ever 
be admired for the elegance and 
tendernefs of his elegies, in 
which he has no equal. 

Sextus Aurelius Propertius 
was a native of Umbria, of 
eq^ueftrian rank ; but his family 
being ruined in the war of Pe- 
rugia, betwixt OdhtviaAUs and 
the brother of Antony, he re- 
paired to Rome, where, on ac- 
count of bis talcnj for epigrams 
and lyric poetry, he was much 
favoured by Msecenas, and lived 
in friendibip with Gallus, Ovid, 
Tibulloft, and ocher men of ge- 
nius. Tlic firft boob trf his 
elegies: acquired the epithet of 
Idonobil^, Bmfyitig the 

are vciypai- 


fiona^ though not always de* 
cent. His language is pure, 
his wit terfe, and he has made 
a very happy ufc of fable ia 
animating his verfes. 

In the midft of all his vir- 
tues, he was fhamefully lewd, 
and fcandalous in his amours 
with married women. He did 
not even fpare the wife of his 
own favourite Maecenas, as has 
been already obferved. His own 
wife Uivia, out of policy, in- 
dulged his vicious inclinations 
fo tar as to make it her bufinefs 
to bring him acquainted with 
fuch women as (he thought he 
might like : he employed many 
of his friends in the fame vile 
purpofe ; which gave occalion 
to feveral lampoons and (harp 
fatires. He \Yas likewife ac- 
cufed of unnatural luft, and 
avarice: but the firft is an im- 
probable imputation, thrown 
upon him by his bittcreft ene- 
mies, uttfuftained by any proof ; 
and the other charge is an ab- 
furd falfehood, contradidled by 
the whole tenor of his life. 
Suetonius obferves, that the fur- 
niture of his houfe was not rich 
enough for a private perfon of 
any tafte ,* and at the taking of 
Alexandria, of all the queen’s 
rich furniture, he referved for 
himfclf only a porcelain cup. 
He was addicted to gaming, and 
took great pleafure in playing at 
dice; but Suetonius tells us, 
that he played only for his di- 
verfion, and not out of a d6firc. 
of winning his friends’ money. 
He was naturally very fuper- 
ftitious, a "great obferver of 
dfeams, and looked upon the 
flight or chattering of bdrds as 



the cdlom of the army, acqu^pted Tl'ibcrius, that bis com-^ 
mands were exifecuted, he anfwered, that he had given no 
fuch commands ; and that he Ihould be anfwerable to the 
fenate for what he had done. This circumftance alarmed 
Grifpus Salluftius (I), who was privy to all the fecret coun- 
fels of Tiberius, and had fent the tribune the warrant ; he 
knew it was equally dangerous to confefs the truth, pnd 
charge the emperor ; or to clear the emperor, and acdufe 
himfelf. In this perplexity he had recourfe to Livia» ad- 
vifing her, “ by no means to divulge the fecrets of the pa- 
lace, the counfels of the minifters, or the fervices of the 
foldieryj adding, that Tiberius Ihould beware of weakening 
the fovereign authority, by referring all things to the fenate, 
the nature of abfolute power being fuch as could not bb pre- 
ferved entire but in one perfon Livia followed the ad- 
vice of Salluftius, and no farther mention was made of the 
murder of the young prince (K). 

« Tacit, Annah lih.i. cap. 6. Dio, lib. Ivi. p. 590. 

infallible prefages. If, in the might have rifen to the greafeft 
morning, his flioes were given honours of the ftate ; but, in 
him wrong, or the right-foot imitation of Maecenas, whom 
Ihoe prefented to him for the he propofed to himfelf for his 
left, he counted it ominous : if pattern, he contented himfelf 
it rained when he was fetting with the title of a Roman 
out on a journey, he reckoned knight, though he had excelled 
it a fign of a fpeedy and happy in power many who had been 
return : he would never begin 'vith confulflilps 

a journey the day after the nun- and triumphs. In Maecenas’s 
dinae, nor undertake any bufi- life-time he was next in favour 
nefs of confequence ilipon the with Auguftus, and, upon the 
nones : he was fo afraid of thun- death of that faithful counfel- 
der and lightning, that he car- lor, he became the chief confi- 
ned a fears Ikin always about dant, firft of Auguflus, and af- 
him ; imagining, as was then terwards of Tiberius, who re- 
^nerally believed, that it had pofed an entire confidence in 
S>me fecret virtue againfi thun- him. He was extremely nice in 
der ; but nevcrthelefs, for his his drefs, expenfive in his man- 
greater fecurity, upon the leaft ncr of living, and not inferior 
nppreheniion of an extraordi- in luxury and magnificence to 
nary ftorm, he ufed to feek for Macenas himfelf ; but could, 
fhelter in a vault or cellar un- upon any exigency, exert a vi- 
der-ground ( r ), ^ gour equal to the greateft af- 

, (f) Crifpus Salluftius was lairs, which he concealed un- 
born of an cqueftrian family, der the appearance of indolence 
great-nephew by a fiftcr to the and floth. 
famous hiftorian Caius Salluf- (K) Thqqgh the aflaffin, 
tins, and by him adopted, t^harged wii the execution of 

(x> Tacit. Annal, * Sil«tdJi. id liug« 

tlua 
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As foot! as the death of Auguftus was known at Rome, 
the two confuls, Sextus Pompeius and Sextus Apuleius, 
took firft the oath of fidelity to Tiberius, and then admi- 
niftered it to the fenatc, the people, and the foldieryj for Ttbtrint 
Tiberius aftfted to derive all his authority from the con- 
fuls and fexiate, as if the ancient republic ftill fubfifted, and 
hciwerc yet in fufpenfe about accepting or rejecting the fo- 
velcigrt power : he even owned, in his edieSf for funimon- 
ing the fenatc, that he iflued it in virtue of the tribunitial 
power granted him under Auguftus, and that he claimed 
no other authority, no other title, for having a fliare in the 
public adminiftration. Notwithftanding this pretended mo- 
defty, from the moment Auguftus expired, he afiumed all 
the prerogatives of an abfolute prince, gave the word to the 
praetorian cohorts, placed guards about his perfon, went fo 
attended into the ftreets. and to the fenate, and wrote let- 
ters to the feveral armies in the undifguifed ftyle of one 
who was already mafter of tire Roman empire. 

With the fenate he proceeded in a quite different man- 
ner : when the fathers offered him the government, he pre- 
tended to refufe it, though he had already fecured it to 
himfelf. He began to difeourfe of the greatnefs of the Ro- 
man empire, and, in modeft terms, of his own infuffidency ; fig 
telling them, that the divine genius of Auguftus alone to aec/ing 
was equal to fo great a charge ; that, as for himfelf, he knew 
by experience how many difficulties, contingencies, and 
dangers, arc infcparably annexed to rule and fovereignty ; ^ 
and that, fince the city was fo happily rcpienifhed with 
great numbers of illuftrious patriots, they ought not to lay 
the whole ^burden of the adminiftration upon one perfon, 
but divide it among many. At this declaration, the fena- 
tors, who dreaded nothing fo much as to feem to underftand 
him, burft into tears, and, throwing themfelves at his feet, 
embraced his knees, begging him, in the moft ferviJe man- 
ner imaginable, not to abandon them, but to take upon 
him a charge, to which none but himfelf v^as equal. Then 
Tiberius pretending to yield to their importunity, I am 
(faid he) unequal to the weight of the whole government; 
but if you think fit to entruft me with any finale part, what- 
ever it be, lam ready to undertake it.’* Afinius Gallus (L) 


this cruel order, was a bold and 
refolute centurion, or tribune, 
as Suetonius calls him, and 
found young Agrippa unarmed, 
and little apprehending fuch a 
deftiny, yet it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty tlu| he di%aiched 


him. In him ended the family 
of Auguftus. 

(L) Afinius Gallus was the 
fon of the famous Afinius Pollio, 
the favourite of Au^ftus, and 
great patron of learning. 



/«- 
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bi#r„ Ocfiir» iMd btJt JBfhatpaM of 
the goiE^rJxmerti jpu defirc for yaur ihare/' Th« imeic- 
peSed demand ftartled Tibeij^ who for a whil^ ftood 
mute t hut^ recovcrinff himfeif, anfw€r«d, that <MttUb^ 
came hU mpdiefty to ctooie or rejet^ any particular hrandi 
of the adminifiration^ when be c^red Jto he excuftd from 
the whole.’* Gallus^ perceiving him ofiendedi ad really 
replied, that he did not ofier that quefliont if he df^^ed 
to divide what was in itfelf indivlhble, but to convpnc^f 
by his own confeiiion, that the commonwealth was Wton« 
body, and confequently could not be governed but by the 
wildom of one perfon : then, continuing his fpeech, he 
made a Jong defcant upon the great merits and accomplifll- 
ments of Tiberius ; of his many viftories and conquefts; 
and of the civil employments he had long borne with great 
credit and reputation : but all this flattery did not calm the 
wrath of 'liberius, who had long hated Gall us for having 
married Vipfania Agrippina, the daughter of Agrippa, 
whom Tiberius had been obliged by Augullus to divorce, to 
make room for his daughter Julia. He fufpefted that AG- 
nius Gallus, by this match, deflgned to raife himfelf above 
the rank of a fubjeft ; and therefore, upon this new pro- 
vocation, refolved to feize the Grft opportunity of deliver- 
ing himfelf from his fcars by the death of his fuppofed rival. 
Liacius Arruntius, Qumtus Haterius, and Mamercus Scau- 
rus, Ukewife incurred^ on this occaGon, the difpleafure of 
Tiberius; Arruntius, by a fpeech not much unlike that of 
Gallus Hirtius, by alhiftg him# How long, Csefar, will 
you fuffer the commonwealth to remain deftitute of a head 
and Scaurus, for fapng* by way of raillery, ¥ There is 
room to hope, that Tiberius will at length yield to the en- 
treaties an0 prayers of the fenate^ flnee he has not oppofed^ 
as he nugpt, Jn virtue of his trit^nitial power, the motion 
of the^coniuls in his behalf.** The ilh timed pleafure which 
thefe iUuflriouscitizenstookln fbewiagtbem&lves well ap- 
prlled of Tiberius’s real intentioJiSf coll them dear ; for he 
afterwards faciificed them, all, tinder varknts pretences, to 
hU jealoufy and fufpicions. ' 

Some other fsnators ijf0kKB ftill more boldly ; and yet We do 
not find, that Tiberius ever relented the liberty they had ta- 
ken: they were not, in all likelihood, fo ccmfiderablc, either 
their birth or talents, as to gltc him iiiy umbrage. Of 
one, no longer able to bear the ambiguity of his an-. 
fwers, with which hcbeld^ the fetiate in fi^enfe, who were 
aB the whUe at his feet, cried 01 %/* Le^ Tiberius cither ac- 
cut of thei^pire, that he re- 

men 
(faid 




(faid he) per&r4ii what 

you firomife flowiyirbat you haarc aSrczdj performed K lu. 
this myftenoiis way of dealing with the &nate, he had two 
things in view; thehril was, to make thp world believe, 
that he had bem by the commonwealth choiea and called 
to the empire ; a circamfiance which would have been more 
glof ous for him, than to owe it to the intrigues of a wo« 
math or to the adoption of a fuperannuated prince : the fe« 
cond thing he had in view was, to dlfcovet the defigns and 
intentions of the great men, and thence be able to diilin« 
guilh his fnends from his enemies At length, pretend-** 
ing to be overcome by the importunities of the fathers, and 
complaining of the heavy burden they laid upon him, he 
yielded by degrees to their requeft, and in the end accepted ^ * 
the government, but fo as to give them hopes, that he would 
one day refign it. I accept the empire, (faid he), and 
will hold it, till fuch time as you, confeript fathers, iti 
your great prudence, Ihall think fit to give repofe to my old 
age.” Thus was Tiberius Claudius firufus Nero (M), in 
• the 


f Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap. iz, la. Suet, an Tiber, cap. 94* Dio, 
lib. Ivii. D. 601. s Tacit, ibid. 


(M) Tiberius was of the pa- 
trkiaii family of the Claudii, 
both by the fiither’s fide, who 
was defeended from Tiberius 
Nero, the Ton of Appius Csecus, 
and by the mother’s, who was 
the daughter of Appius Pukher, 
brother to the faid Tiberius 
Nero. He was allb allied to 
the family of die Livii, by the 
adoption of his mother’s gratid* 
father. The Livian famuy was 
indeed plebeian, but nteverthe- 
lefs honoured with eight coxifhl« 
fhips, two cenibrihips, one dio 
tatorihip, and three triumphs. 
The father of Tiberius was 
quaeilor to Julius Casfar, and 
commanded his fieet in the 
Alexandrian war; after which 
he was, by the didlatw, re- 
warded for his enunentfervices, 
and appointed firft pontitfex in 
the room of Publius Sdpib, and 
afterwards Uonoused widi the 
aoluiaaand of tihe 


were fern into Gaul. However, 
when Che didlator was llain, and 
mofi of thefeoators, apprehea- 
fivenf new troubles, were §ot 
laffing an ad of oblivion , Tibe- 
rius moved, that rewards might 
be befiowedpn the tyrannicioes. 
In.the Penifian war he joined 
LrUCius Antonias againfi Oda- 
vlanus; and though the reft 
abandoned Lucius, yet he could 
never be prevailed upontofor- 
^ke him ; fo that he was the 
only perfon who continued with 
him CO the lafi. When the 
ci^ of Pcnifia was furrendeied, 
he made his efcape to Prwncfte, 
and from thence into Cs^pa- 
nia, vrhere he armed the fia ves 
with a deiign to oppofe Qida^ 
vianufi ; but his undifcipline4< 
troths dying at the approach of 
Odavianos’s vidorious lemons, 
he was forced to Ihdter hms^lf ' 
ip Siriljr, where he fiaid a 
iho^ heit^ 



ethpire, and iiiS 

vetted i&jr whit^ and . with the faihc uiibbunded 
whicK Adj^fttis^ 

'Tftcrius h^3Ld;iio feohcr acceded the empire, than the fe*- 
flatorsy in order ;ta i 3 S^ratid& thcmfeIvcs%iA their new 
fovcrcign, were ftr heaping ^traotdinary honotsrs on his 
mother : fome propofed deerbeirtg her the general titte of 
Mother; others that of Mother of ncr Country ; andalmoft 
all niored, that to the name of Tiberius lhould be>ddcd, the 
His ingra- fon of Livia. But'llberius, jealous of his mother's glory, an- 
iii^s to his fwered, that public honours ought to be conferred on^omen 
warily, and with a fparing hand 5 adding, that he ^buld 
ufe the fame moderation in' receiving the honours which 
ttiould be offered to himfelf, He could not be prevailed 
upon to fuffer fo much as a li 61 or to be decreed hcr> though 
every Veftal enjoyed that mark of dittini^ion ; nay, he pro- 
hibited the raifing her an altar in 'memory of her late adop- 
tion into the Julian family, or paying her any honours of 
the like nature. Thus, from the very beginning of his reign, 
he requited, with the utmoft ingratitude, the infinite obli- 
gations he owed his mother; being alhamed, as was com- 
monly believed, to acknowlege himfelf indebted for the em- 
Cruttfyio pirc to the intrigues of a woman He proved a no lefs 
: kis ysife cruel hulband than an uiidutiful fon. . Julia had been long 
fince banlfhed by her father into the illand of Pandataria, 
on account of her fcatidalous Icwdncfs, and from thence, 
feme years after, removed to the city of Rhegium, on the 
iStteights of Sicily, ^liiere ihe ftittered a lefs painful exile. 
Tiberius, in Auguftus^slifc-dnic, had profefled great tender- 
nefs and companion his unhappy wife^ and often foli- 
cited that prince to r^nftate h^ in his favour : but he was 
no fooner declared emperor, thsm he ftopped the fmall pen- 
fion which her father paid her yearly for her fupport ; fo 




^ 4anal.lfb. i« 


Pompey , who neither dei^d 
to admit him into! hk 
B6r allowed him to havb the 
fafbes carried before hirBf!!}iaii^ 
the time of his practorfiiip was 
noteapdrtd. FrotnSicilj^re-^ 
tired into Greece, where^ was 
kindly received by Marc Anto- 
ny ,^i^etttcrtainw by him in a 
msiuibr fairable to his rank, till 
a peace* jMsing concluded be* 
tWWen. Antdby, imd' 


grants, he returned to 
Rbme with^ihe reft of the ex- 
iles; wh(i^ Aiiguiius fallt^ in 
love with his wife Livia Dru- 
fiUa, obliged him to yield her 
to him, though (he had already 
borne leveral children, among 
the fell Tiberius, and was 
then pregnant. He died fonn 
'after, leaving behind him two 
IbhS, Tfbenus and Drufus, fur- 
usmed 






the unfortunate .princefs, aftersrltmgiieries of mitetimf 
died of.wantin tl\e fifteenth, year of her baniftiment ^ 

At the fame time Sempronius Gtacchua^one ofher chief 
favourites, was, by Tiberius's order, put *to death in the 
ifland of Cercina, to which he had been confined by Au* 
guftus. He was defeended of one of the moil illuftrious 
families in Rome, had a lively wit, great eloquence, and an 
engaging addrefs and behaviour. With thefe parts he had 
captivated the heart of Julia, and debauched her while fhe 
was yet Agrippa's wife ; neither did he break off his in- 
trigues with her, after Ihe was married to Tiberips ; nay, 
he is fuppofed to have infpired her with contempt and 
averfion for her new hufband, and to have dictated the 
letters which fhe wrote to her -father, full of bitternefs againfl 
Tiberius. He had therefore been banifhed by Auguflus to 
the ifland of Cercina, where he fufFered great miferies for 
fourteen years. But Tiberius^ not judging banifhment an 
adequate punifhment for the injuries Sempronius had done 
him, ordered Lucius Afprenas, proconful of Africa, to fend 
a band of alTaflins to difpatch him j and this order was 
puridfually executed* 

But the principal obje6l of Tiberius, in the beginning of 
his reign, was, to engage in his intereil his nephew Ger- 
manicus, who, on account of his extraordinary parts, and 
fweet ten;per, was equally adore4 by the people and fol- 
diery. Though he hated Germanicus in his heart, yet, 
pretending a tender affection for him, after fie had forbid 
the fenate to confer any particular honours on Livia, he 
recommended to them his jiephew, and even afkcd for him 
the proconfular power ; which being granted, he immedi- 
ately difpatched into Gemany perfons of the firfl rank to 
acquaint him therewith, and condole with him, in his 
name, on the death of Auguftus ^ (N). He then nao^d 
twelve candidates for the prsetorfhip, among whom were 
Velleius Paterculus the hiftoriaii, and his brother. The fc- 
nate defined him to appoint more; but as that number had 
been fettled by Au^ftus, he not only refufed to comply: 
with their requef^ but bound himfelf by an oath never to 
depart from the regulations of his predecefibr. The people 


* Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap. 51- Suet. lib. iii, cap. 50, k Tacit* 
Anna!, lib. i* cap. 53* 

(N) In virtue of this new eyery where to be acknowl^ed 
dignity, Germanicus had M al- as commander in chi^, and, 
abfolute authority over all under Tiberius, gen er^ hSmajO? 
the Roman forces both in the thf 
provinces and the city, and was . . . . 
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Th RemdH ’Ht^&ry. 

h 4 cl hitherto enjoyed the privilege of creating maglftrate^i^^ 
or at leaft fiiared it with the emperor, one half of the ma- 
giftrates being named by him, and the other by the tribes, 
aflerabled in the field of Mars ; but Tiberius, in the firft 
ele£tions, deprived them of their ancient rights, which were 
transferred to the fenate. The people complained of this 
innovation, but no difturbances enfued, the fenate b^ing 
pleafed with the change^ fince it delivered them fromythe 
charge of baying votes, and the fiiame of begging them*. 

Tiberius had fcarce taken pofleflion ot the fovereign 
power, when news were brought him, that the armies in 
Pannonia and Germany had mutinied. In Pannonia three 
legions being allowed by their general Julius Blsefus a re- 
laxation for Ibme days from their ufual duties, either to 
mourn, according to the Roman cuftom, for the death of 
Auguftus, or to rejoice for the acceffion of Tiberius, they 
grew wanton and turbulent ; began to liften to feditious 
dilcourl'es, to be fond of an idle life, and to have an aver- 
fion to the toils and difciplme of the camp. They were 
headed and inflamed by Percennius, a conimoii foldier, who, 
before he ferved in the army, had made it his whole bufi- 
nefs to raife diiliirbances, and form parties, in the theatres 
and playhoufes. In the dulk of the evening, when thofc 
whom he diftrufled were withdrawn to their tents, he ufed 
to alTemble the moft turbulent, inflame them againft their 
officers, and encourage them to lay hold of the prefent oc- 
cafion, while the emperor’s authority was wavering, to pre- 
vail upon him, either by force or intreaties, to redrefs their 
grievances. 

His harangues were received with great applaufe by the 
foldiery. Some of them propofed incorporating the three 
legions into one ; but every one claiming, for his own le- 
gion, the prerogative of denominating the other two, this 
pr6je£l; was defeated j however, they agreed to place’ the 
three eagles of the legions with the ftandards of the co- 
horts all together, and to raife with a turf a tribunal, ac- 
cording to the Roman cullom (O), for the new general they 

defigned 

t Tacit. Annal. Ub. h cap. 53. Dio, lib. Ivij. p. 634. 

*( 0 ) The tribunal, from nimoufly, Probus ! wc falutc 
whence the emperors ufed to ha-t Probus our fovereign : the gods 
langpe their troops, was at this fave you ! Then they eredlcd a 
time^ and many ages after, raifed tribunal of turf, and proclaimed 
with turf. Flavius Vopifeus, him emperor.” This cuftom 
fpeafeing of the elevation of the obtained Ukewife among foreign 
emperor Probus, “ The whole nations, efpecially in Britain, as 
army (ftiyl^he)|t Cried^oit; una- Xiphifiuasinibrms us ; who^ in 
^ fseakmy, 



k,omM Bijtoyy. 

fdeligncic} to choofe. While they were thus employed* 
BI3EIUS arrived ; and, having feverely rebuked fonie, and 
threatened others, Dip your hands rather in my blood 
(cried he with a loud voice) : to murder your general will 
be a lefs crime than to revolt from your prince ; for I arti 
determiried, if I fall not by your hands, to keep you in obe- 
dience. If you think fit to murder me, I hope, at the fight 
of my blood, you will repent of your crime, and return to 
your duty.” This addrefs did not affe£l: the mutinous fol- 
diery, who continued their work, till it was breaft-high, 
when at length, being overcome by the conftancy and intre- 
pidity of their general, they forbore. When their fury was 
abated, Blsefus remonftrated, that fedition and mutiny were 
not the proper means of conveying their claims to tnt em- 
perof; that their demands were new and extraordinary^ 
fuch as no armies had in former times made to their gene- 
rals, nor even thtmfelves to the deified Auguftus ; bcfides, 
that they were ill-timed, fiiice princes, in the beginning of 
their government, are taken up and embarrafled with va- 
rious cares. However, if they expelled to gain in peace 
what the conquerors, even after the civil wars, had never 
the confidence to demand, why fliould they ufe violence, 
and trample upon the rules of military difeipline ; when they 
might appoint deputies, and, in his prefence, give them 
their inftruftions ? At thefe words they cried out with one 
voice, that they were willing to fend deputies j and that 
the foh of Blsefus, who was a tribune, fliould be imme- 
diately difpatched to the emperor, to 'demand, in their 
name^ that they might be abfolutely difeharged after fixteen 
years fcrvice ; adding, that, when they (hould have ob- 
tained this indulgence, they would truft hin^ith their far- 
ther pretenfions W 

In the mean time fome manipuli, or companies, which 
had been fent, ^fore the fedirion, to Nauportum, to mend 
the roads, being informed of the tumult in the camp^, 
plucked up their ftandards, and, falling upon the neighbour- 
ing, villages, plundered them, and Nauportum itfclf. Thd 
centurions endeavoured to reflrrain their violence 5 but tb<i 
mutineers, inftead of liftening to their remonftrances, of ’ 
betraying any fear at their menaces, firft derided, afterward* 

I 

® Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap, 31. Dio, lib. Ivii, p. 604, 605. 

fpeaking of the famous queen afterthe Roman manner.** Pf#- 
Boadicea, fays, that ‘^fhe afefend- quent mendoft is; made of tbcK 
a tribunal reared with turf tribunals by the ancient poctt(i)« 

(1) Vide Stat. in Syl, Lncaa» lib. v. U Cisuid* de Bel Oetic; 
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The Roman Hlfioty, 

abufed them with moft outrageous language, and at lengtil 
came to blows. They were chiefly incenfed againd Aufi- 
dienus Rufus, who, as he had been long a common foldier, 
and had ralfcd himfclf by his courage and bravery to the 
pod of praefc^us caftrorurh, equivalent to quarter- mailer- 
general (P), was a fevere obferver of the primitive difei- 
pline. Upon him the foldiery vepted their rage ; he, was 
dragged from his chariot, loaded with baggage, and, bping 
driven before the firil ranks, aiked, how he liked fuch bur- 
dens ? Upon the arrival of thefe mutinous companies in 
the camp, the fedition broke out anew with more fury than 
ever : the foldicrs, calling off ail obedience, roved about 
the country without control, ravaging it on all fidcs. Upon 
their return, Biaefus, who was ftill obeyed by the centu- 
rions, atid the legionaries of any reputation, caufed thofe 
who were moil loaded with plunder to be fcourged, and 
call into prifon. But the furious multitude, flying to the 
relief of the criminals, refeued them from the liflors, 
and, breaking open the prifon, fet all the prifoners at li- 
berty. ^ 

After fo bold an attempt, the mutineers grew more out- 
rageous, and the mutiny more general. Vibulenus, a com- 
mon foldier, being raifed on the fhoulders of his comrades, 
before the tribunal of Blaefus, addreffed thofc who had de- 
livered the prifbners, thus : I cannot fufBciently com- 

mend the zeal you have (hewn for thefe innocent and un- 
happy fufferers : you have reftored them to their liberty ; 
but who will reftore life to my brother ? who will give me 
back my brother ? He was fent from the army in Germany 


(P) This was, without all 
doubt, a new ce, inflituted 
probably by J^uflus ; for no 
mention is made of the prsefcc- 
fos caflrorutn by any author 
who wrote in the times of the 
republic. . It was his province 
to pitch upon the ground tor 
encamping, and lay it out ; to 
diftribute the quarters and pavi- 
lions, and to diredl the work- 
men in railing the ramparts, 
digging the ditches, &:c. He 
bad alfo under his care all the 
nulitary engines, carriages, and 
iron loois beiooging to the 

(t) Vide Veget. lib. xi. cap. 

(3) T&cil^ Hitioi:. Uh. u. 


army (i). Each legion had a 
praefe^tus caflrorum, at leaft 
when they encamped feparate- 
ly ; for Tacitus, fpeakitig of 
one Poentus Poflhumkis, calls 
him prsefet^us caflrorum fecun- 
dac leglonis (a). The fame wri- 
ter leems to place them in rank 
above the tribunes ; for, inde- 
feribing Vitellius's entry into 
Rome, he tells us, that before 
the! rfeveral eagles marched firfl 
the prsefe6b caflrorum, next to 
them the tribunes, and, after 
the tribunes, the chief centu' 
rious (3). 

10. (t) Tacit. lib. xiv. 

with 
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mth propofals for our common good j bul our cruel ge« 

( neral caufed him to be butchered lalt night by his gladia- 
tors (Cl )j whom he entertains and arms for our deilruc- 
tion/’ ^rben turning to Blsefus, ** Tell me, Blaefus (faid 
he), where have you thrown his mangled body ? Even the 
moft cruel enemies do not deny burial to the flain* When 
1 fhall have fatisfied my grief with a thoufand kifles, and 
a flood of tears, command me alfo to be malfacred, that 
out* fcllow-foldiers may bury my brother and me together, 
both inhumanly murdered for confulting the common good 
of the legions.’^ 

When Vibulenus had ended his fpeech, he threw him- TA^ fall 
felf at the feet of his companions ; and, beating his brcail, 
tearing his face, and (hewing all the fymptoms of the deepeft 
forrow, he endeavoured to raife, at the fame time, both 
fury and compadion in the minds of the multitude, who 
fell immediately upon Bla^fus’s gladiators and domeffics, 
and, having bound them, difperfed themfelves about the 
camp and the neighbouring fields in queft of the fuppofed 
co^fe ; which if they had found, Blsefus himfclf would 
been in great danger ; but as they could find no fuch dead 
body, and it manifeitly appeared from the depofitions of 
Blsefus’s flaves upon the rack, and of other credible wit- 
neffes, that the whole was a calumny maliciouily invented, 
and that Vibulenus never had any brother, they fpared 
their general. Neverthelefs, in the height of their rage, 
they fell upon the prsefe£lus caftrorum, and the tribunes, 
drove them out of the camp, and plundered their baggage : 
they put to death the centurion Luciiius, whom they hated 
above all the reft, on account of his feverity. The other 
centurions withdrew, and all abfeowded, except Julius 
Clem^s, whom, as he was a man of parts, the mutineers 
detained, with a defign to inveft him with the management 
of their affairs. 

Tiberius no fooner received intelligence of this mutiny, Dmfmt 
than he difpatched bis fon Drufus to the rebellious legions, ^ 
at the head of the praetorian cohorts, the pnetorian horfe, 9***^^*^ 
and the main body of the German horfe, which at this * 
time conftituted the emperor's guards. The prsetorian co- 
horts were, on this occafion, reinforced with an extraor- 

( Q^) Moft of the governors fore, imagme, t^t the giadia- 
of provinces, generals, and other tws, mention^ in this place, 
great men, maintainedvaftnum- were lifted in the legions: they 
bers of gladiators, at an im- belonged to the genetul, miA 
ipenfe charge, for the public not to the army, 
fliews. We muft not, there- 
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dinary tddijuon of cbofenmco. Aroong the perfons of diT^ 
ordered to atteod and aihft Drufus in bringing thef 
revolted legions to their duty, were Cneius Lentulus, an 
officer of great fame and experience, and -ffilius Sejanus, 
who had lately been joined with his father Strabo in the 
commiflion of prsefe£lus praetorii, that is, in the command 
of the prsetorian guards (R). Sejatms was appointed ♦go* 
vernor to the young prince ; and as his credit with the em- 
peror was known to be great, it was hoped he might, eitfher 
by promifes or intreaties, bring the feditious to a fenfe of 
their duty. When news were brought to the camp, that 
Drufus approached, the legions, in token of refpe£t, 
marched out to meet him, not with their ufual gaiety, and 
Cboutsof joy, but in fullen filence, exhibiting in their coun- 
tenances marks of fadnefs, mixed with rage and ferocity. 
As foon as Drufus entered the camp, he placed guards at 
all the gates, and parties under arms, in feveral quarters, 
to be ready againft any furprize Then afeending the tri* 
bunal, he read aloud to the aflembled foldiers his father’s 
letter, importing, that he would take particular care of ^he 
brave legions, with whom he had fuccefsfully carried on 
fo many wars ; that as foon as his grief was allayed, lie 
would treat with the fenate about their demands \ that, in 
the mean time, he had fent them his fon ; and impowered 
him to make them forthwith fuch conceffions as could be 
made without farther confultation ; but as to other demands, 
they (hould be referred to the fenate, whom he would not 
deprive of the right of diftributing rewards and punifli- 
merus. 

When Drufus had read his father’s letter, the aflembly 
appointed the centurion Julius CJemens to be their fpeaker ; 
who began with propofing their demands, which were, that 
they (liould be difehyged, after fixteen years fervice \ that 
they fhould, upon that difeharge, receive the rewards which 
they claimed ; that their pay flmuld be increafed to a Ro- 
man denarius 5 and that the veterans fhould be no longer 
detained under their enfigns. To tbefe demands Drufus 
anfwcred, tbat they exceeded his power ; and therefore 
ought to be laid before the fenate, and his father. The 


(R) The prjefe^lus praetorii 
was the chief commander of 
the e^nperor^g guards called 
praetorians, from the Latin word 
fn^tordum ; which at firft figni- 
^ed the general’s quarters in 
the camp, the word praetor be- 


ings in the ages of the re- 
public, common to all magif- 
trates, whether civil or military# 
In the times of the emperors, 
by prastoriura were meant the 
emperor’s quarters in the camp, 
and his hpufe in the city. 
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mirttneers, ^xafperated at thefe wor4s> could no longer re* 
ftrain their indignation ; they infulted him $nd the etnperof 
witlr^bunTe farcafms and execrations ; they aiTauhed divers 
officers who had incurreil their difpleafurc ; and even 
threatened the perfon of Driifus, who pafi'ed the night in 
the moft dreadful apprehenfion. 

But ignorance and fuperftition put an end to the revolt, rc- 
fiored calmnefs to the alarmed camp, and quieted the minds 
of the foldiery, after they had fo long continued deaf to rea- 
fori, and trampled upon all the laws of military difeiplirte. 

The moon all on a fudden began to darken, in the midd of Fri^htenei 
a clear fky, till fhe was by degrees totally eclipfed. The ^ 
foldiery, ignorant of the natural caufes of this phieiiomenon, ^ 
and imagining that the gods were angry with them on ac- 
count of their revolt, and the crimes attending it, began to to their 
fhew fome figns of repentance. Drufus did not fail to im- 
prove this difpofitioii : he immediately, fent the centurion 
Julius Clemens, and other officers and fokiiers, in whom 
he could confide, to mix with the mutineers, and try whe- 
ther they could, while they were thus alarmed, bring them 
back to their duty. Thefe, purfuant to the prince’s orders, 
going round from tent to tent, and infinuating themfelves 
every-vvherc, firft prevailed upon th-e legionaries to abandon 
the veterans, and then perfuaded the three legions to fepa* 
rate. Thus a fenfe of duty and obedience returning by de- 
grees, thofe who guarded the gates to keep Drufus, as it 
were, befieged, retired from their polls ; the eagles, and 
other enfigns, which, in the beginning of the tumult, had 
been thrown together, were carried back, each to its proper 
place 5 and, after fo dreadful a ftorm, tranquility was re- 
ftored in every quarter of the camp ®. 

Early next morning Drufus, having fummoned a gca«- 
ral council of officers, great debates ^rofe \ fome advifmg 
him to fufpend all proceedings till the return of the deputies, 
whom he had allowed them to fend with their petitions to 
Tiberius, while others were for immediately condemning 
and executing the ringleaders of the feditiom Drufus, na- 
turally inclined to feverity, followed the advice of the latter, 
and having fummoned Vibulenus and Petceonkis before his 
tribunal, he condemned, and caufed them immediately to of thg «- 
he executed. The other ringleaders of the fedition were 
difeovered ikulking about the camp, and cither flain by Ac 
centurions and prsetorian guards, or delivered up to Drufus 
by their comrades, as a proof of their fincerc repentance. 

After this execution the ibidiers were terrified with dread* 


a Taeir. Annal. lib. i. 
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ful ftoltns, and fuch violent rains, that they could not move 
from their tents; which they looking upon as fentbythe* 
angry gods^ refolved to abandon a camp which they had 
polluted with fo many crimes, and return to their feveral 
garrifons. Drufus, feeing tranquility thus reftored, returned 
to Rome ®. 

• Almoft at the fame time, and for the fame caufes, «the 
legions in Germany revolted. On the Rhine w^re quarter- 
ed two armies, the one called the Upper, commanded' by 
Caius Silius, the other the Lower, by Aulus Caecina ; but 
the chief command of both was vefted in Germanicus, who 
was then bufy in collecting the tribute in Gaul. The le- 
gions under Silius, however difcontented, waited for the 
fuccefs of the revolt which the lower army had begun. 
The latter, confiding of four legions, were encamped on 
the borders of the Ubii (S) ; where they no fooner received 
the news of Auguftus’s death, than the recruits lately raifed 
in Rome, accuftomed to the effeminacy of a town life, and 
impatient of military labour and difcipline, began to in- 
flame the reft with feditious harapgues, infinuating, tha,t a 
favourable opportunity was offered for the veterans to de- 
mand an abfolute difcharge, for the foldiers who had not 
ferved their time to infift upon larger pay, and for all to 
obtain a mitigation of their miferies. As Csecina, inftead 
of exerting his authority, betrayed fear, and gave way to 
their fury, they fell at- once upon the centurions, the chief 
objects of their refentment, whom, after having beaten 
with rods, they drove ignominioafly out* of the camp, or 
drowned in the river. One Septimius fled for refuge to the 
tribunal of Caecina ; but the general was forced to deliver 
him up to the incenfed multitude. Cafliug Chaerea, another 
centuriop, afterwards famous for the murder of the emperor 
Caligula, 'boldly opened himfelf a way, fword in band, 
through the croud. The mutineers, defpifing the authority 
of theff* tribunes, and their praefeCti caftrorum, fet and re- 
lieved the Gentries themfelves, appointed the guard, and 
gave fuch orders as they judged proper, in the prefent con- 
juncture i*. 

Germanicus no fooner heard of this infurreClion than he 
flew to the camp. The legions, as he drew near, marched 
out to meet their general, expreffing their diffatisfaClion 
with hideous clamours; and fome, taking him by the hand, 
aa if they defigned to kifs it, thruft his fingers into their 

** Tacit. Anna!, lib. t. * i> Idem* ibid. Dio, ibid. 

(S) TlicUbii,inC«far’s time, dwdt on the other fide of the Rhine. 

IfcoUtbSy 



Romm jljj 

inouths, to convince him theyliad with age loft all thdr 
[teeth ; others defired him to behold their hoary heads, and 
the wounds they had received. Germanicua', inftead of re- 
turning any anfwer to particulars, as foon as he had entered 
the entrenchments, ordered them to range themfelves into 
manipuli, and place before them their feveral enfigns, as 
wasf cuftomary when the general aflembled and harangued 
his troops, /fhey obeyed ^owly, and with reluflance: then 
Germanicus, beginning his fpeech with an encomium upon 
Auguftus, proceeded to the many vi£f cries of Tiberius, en- 
larging on the glorious exploits he had atchieved in Ger- 
many with thofe very legions. He then acquainted them, 
that all Italy, both the Gauls, and every province of the em- 
pire, had received and acknowleged Tiberius for emperor, 
without betraying the leaft difaftetTion. 

Thus far they liftened to him with attention; but when 
he began to expoftulate with them on their feditious behavi- 
our, he was interrupted with loud clamours, and a general 
uproar. Some, ftripping themfelves, {hewed him the fears their tom^ 
of the many wounds they had received ; others difplayed the plaints 
marks of the ftripes inflided on them by the mercilefs cen- 
turions : they urged their fcanty pay, their great labours, 
and the hardlhips attending a military life. Above all, from 
the veterans arofe a dreadful cry: they enumerated thirty 
years of fervice and upwards ; and begged, that to men 
quite worn out, he would, at length, grant fome refpite ; 
that he would not fuffer them to be indebted to death for 
their relief, but difeharge them forthwith, and allow them 
a comfortable maintenance* Some demanded the money 
which had been bequeathed to them by Augultus, mixing 
with their demands zealous vows, and omens of happinefs, 
for Germanicus; and fome declared, that they would fup- and offer 
port him tothe laft, if he would aftume the empire. At him the 
thefe words Germanicus, ftruck with horror, leaped from 
the tribunal, and attempted to make his efcape, left he 
{hould be ftained with their treafon ; but the feditious le- 
gionaries, drawing their fwords, threatened to kill him if he 
attempted to withdraw. Theft the generous Germanicus, which he 
proteiling that he would rather die than betray the truft re- 
pofed in him, drew his fword, and would have facrificed his 
life to his fidelity, had not thofe who flood next to him feiz- 
ed his hand, and reftrained him by force. There were not, 
however, fome wanting in the aCeiftbly who cried out to him 
ftrike, and not fpare himfelf ; nay, one Calufidius, a com- 
foldier, offered him his naked fword, faying, ‘‘ Take 
this, Germanicus ; it is perhaps fharper than your own 
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an tnfiilt vbich wai condemned by all his companions, even 
in the tranfports of rage and vexation. 1 

In the mean time the friends of Germanicus conveyed 
him out of the croud to his tent, and there confulted about 
the moft proper measures to be taken in fo critical a junc- 
ture. Various meafures were propofed, and at laft it was 
agreed, that letters fhould be feigned from Tiberius, with 
dirc£lions, that thofe who had ferved twenty years fhould 
be finally difeharged ; that fuch as had ferved fixteen fhould 
be deemed veterans ; and that the legacy which they de- 
manded fhould not only be paid but doubled. But* the mu- 
tineers, fufpe^ling thefe conceflions to be forged purely to 
gain time, i rifj ft ed on their being forthwith executed. The 
tribunes, therefore, were obliged to difeharge immediately 
the veterans ; but, as to the payment of the legacy, Ger- 
manicus wifhed to defer it till they fhould be in winter-quar- 
ters : indeed, the firft legion and the twentieth trufted 
him upon his word ; but the fifth and the twenty-firft refuf- 
cd to ftir from the camp till they were fatisfied. So that he 
was obliged to raife the fum out of the money which he juid 
his friends had brought with them to defray the expences 
of their journey. This the legions no fooner received, than 
they retired quietly to their winter-quarters. Germanicus 
then haftened to the upper army, under the command of 
Siltus, and cafily prevailed upon the fecond, the thirteenth, 
and the fixteenth legions, to fweai allegiance to Tiberius : 
the fourteenth fhewed fome hefitation ; but Germanicus 
difeharging forthwith the veterans, and paying the reft the 
money bequeathed them by Auguflus, cut oft' all occafion 
of complaints 

A party of veterans (T), belonging to the mutinous le- 
gions, and then in garrifon in the country of the Chauci (U), 
began a {edition there, which was, at firft, quelled by 


f Taat» l>io. ibid. 


(T) The veterans formed a 
corps apart, and had thejr pecu- 
liar ftandard called vexillum ; 
whence they are commonly ftyl- 
ed by the ancients vexillarii,and 
alfo emeriti, from their being 
exempted from all manner of 
drudgery, and only obliged to 
fight the enemy. In this condi- 
tion they continued, till they re- 
ceived the rewards due for their 


fervice, and their final dif- 
eharge ; which the emperors 
ufed, under various pretences, 
to put off for many years, in 
order to defraud them of the 
promifed lands or money. 

(U) The Chauci inhabited 
Eaft Friefland, the counties of 
Hoy and Oldenburg, the duchy 
of Bremen, and part of Lawen* 
burg. 
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MemmiuS) praefefl: of tho camp« who put inftantly two of Somew- 
the ringleaders of the fedkion to death : but the tumult teraw r^. 
Vrcaking out afterwards with frefii fury, Memmius was 
^Hged to withdraw himfelf from their rage, and lie con- 
ceaJed. The mutineers difcovercd him; then Memmius 
declaring, that thele outrages were not offered to him, but 
to tfermanicus and Tiberius, who would not fail to refent 
them, he fuatched the colours, faced about towards the 
Rhine, and, threatening thole who fliould dare to abandon 
theiV ranks with the puiiilhments due todeferters, led them 
back to their winter^quarters. 

In the mean tipie, deputies fent either by I'iberius, or 
fre fenate, meeting Gerrpanicus near the altar of the 
Ubii (W), gave occafion to new difturbances. The firlt q^he dif- 
and the twentieth legions encamped there with thofe le- turbancet 
gionaries, who had been lately placed under the ftandard 
of the veterans, apprehending that thefe deputies were 
come to revoke the concellions which they had extorted by 
their fedition, refolved to wreak their vengeance upon Mi- 
nu|ius Piancus, who had been conful the year before, and 
was at the head of this deputation : he being aware of their 
defign, fled for refuge to the quarters of the firll legion ; 
and there, embracing the eagle, and other enflgns, hoped 
the veneration whichithe foldiers paid them would reftrain 
their fury- But had nor Calpurnius, tht^ eagle-bearer, with 
great bravery and refolution, rcpuJfed the audacious multi- 
tude, the Roman camp would have been ftained with the 
blood of an anibaffador of the Roman people. Early next 
morning Germanicus, entering the camp, afeended the 
tribunal, and, placing Piancus by his fide, inveighed againfl: 
the horrible diforders of the preceding night; acquainted 
the foldiery with the true purpofes of that embaffy ; and 
complained, in an affe£ting manner, of the unheard-of 
outrages offered to Piancus, without any provocation. As 
the aflembly fhewed no great tokens of repentance, he dif- 
miffed the deputies, under a ftrong guard of auxiliary horfe; 
and then, at the motion of his friends; defired his wife Gtnnant* 
Agrippina, who had attended him with her fon Claudius, at cu^ends 
that time an infant, into Germany, and was with child, 
to withdraw out of the camp, and not expofe herfelf to the 
fury of an outrageous multitude. 

As file was attended by many women of diftindlion, 
wives of the chief officers, their tears, cries, and lamentan 
tions, in parting with their hufbands, occafioned a great 

• 

(W) This altar was probably and feems to have been at a 
raifed in honour of Auguiius, final] diflance from Cologne. 
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commotion in the camp) and drew together the foMiert 
from all quarters* This was fo moving a feene^ that thd 
moil obdurate among the rebellious legionaries were toocl]/ 
ed with it. They could not behold, without being fei?e;d 
with fhame and compaflion, fo many women of rank travel- 
ing, without a centurion to attend, or a foldier, to guard 
them, and their general’s wife among the reft, carryiifg in 
her arms her little child, and repairing, like an exile, for 
(belter againft the fury of the Roman legions, to Trel/es, 
as if fhe repofed greater confidence in foreigners thail in 
her own countrymen. This circomftancc made fo deep an 
imprelfion on their minds, that fome ran to ftop her, while 
the reft, recurring to Germanicus, cairneftly conjured him 
to recall her, that it might not be faid, to their eternal 
(hame and difgracc, that the daugjiter of Agrippa, the 
grand-daughter of Auguftus, the daughter-in-law of Dru- 
fus, wliofe memory they adored, had been driven from the 
Roman camp, and obliged to feek fan^luary among 
reigners. 

Germanicus obferving their fentiments and countenan|:es 
altered, refolved to improve their prefent difpofition : in a 
long and afFe£ling harangue, which, in the height of his 
grief, he uttered with great vehemence, he painted the 
blacknefs of their guilt in fucb lively colours, that they not 
only confefted, that all his reproaches were true ; but, their 
minds being quite changed, they earneftly be fought him to 
puiiifli the authors of the late fedition, by whom they had 
been milled j and offered to march forthwith againft the 
enemy, provided he would recall his wife and foil. Ger- 
manicus, finding them entirely reclaimed, anfwcrcd# that 
his fon jhould return but, againft the recalling of Agrip- 
pina, he alleged the (eafon already far advanced, and her 
approaching delivery : as to the authors of the fedition, he 
left it to them to determine, and infli£l what puniflimeiit 
they deferved. He had fcarce uttered tbefe words, when 
the legionaries ran to fetste the chief authors of the mutiny, 
and dragged them in chains to CaiusCetromua,conamander 
of tixe nrft legion, who judged and punifticd them in the 
following manner ; the legions, with their drawn fwords, 
furroyiKled the tribunal, from whence the prifoner was cx- 
pofed to their view : if they pronounced him guilty, he was 
immediately thrown down headlong, and cut in pieces by 
his comrades. The veterans followed the example of the 
legionaries, ponifiiing the moft fedkious of tlreir corps in 
the fame manner. Notwithftanding tbefe figns of remorfe, 
and pledges of fidelity, Germanicus ordered them to march 
Rhastia, tp defend that provincc.agamft theSuevi, wl>o 
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yffcrc faid to be in motion. He no^ made a (Iridl inquiry 
into the condud: and charaders of the centurions, who were 
Cll cited before him, to give each an account of his country, 
the years of fetvice, his exploits in war, and nii^- 
iit^y prefents. If the tribunes, or his legion, were fatisfied 
wi<h his condud, he kept his poll ; if they charged him 
wirii cruelty or avarice, he was immediately difeharged. 

I'hus vA^ere the firft and the twentieth legion entirely re- 
chimed, and brought hack to a fenfeof their duty : but the 
hfttJ and twenty-firll, who were in winter-quarters, at the 
diilance of fixty miles, in a place called Vetera, continued 
obilinatc in their revolt ; nor was there any enormity which 
they did not commit, Againft them, therefore, Germani- 
cus refolved to lead the legions that had returned to their Germanic 
duty, and give them battle, if he coul^ not reclaim' them cuspropofet 
by gentle means. With this view he prepared veflels and 
arms, and affembled his troops : but, before he embarked 
them on board the veflcls which were to convey them down 
the Rhine, judging it proper to allow the mutineers time to re- 
tiyn to theirduty,he wrote a letter to Caecina, who command- 
ed them, acquainting him, that he approached with a power- 
ful army, refoived to put them all to the fword, without 
diftinfiion, if they did not prevent him, by taking ven- 
geance thcmfelves on the guilty. This letter Csecina com- 
municated only to the chief officers, and fuch of the fol- 
diers as had from the beginning difapproved of the revolt, 
exhorting them, at the fame time, to enter into an aflbeia- 
tion againft the feditious, and redeem themfelves from 
death and ignominy, by putting thofc to the fword who 
had brought them into the prefent danger. The officers 
accepted of the propofal, and, having, by founding the 
legionaries and veterans, found that the majority difap- 
proved of the condu£I of their comrades, they privately 
communicated the contents of Germanicus’s letter, and 
cafily prevailed upon them to concur with their com- 
manders, in facrificing the chief authors of the fedition. 

The time therefore was fettled for falling fword in band 
upon the moft notoriouHy guilty and turbulent. ' When it 
arrived, upon a (igtia! previoufly agreed on, the. faithful Butthy^ 
legionaries, juffiing into the tents of the moft feditious, 
maflacred tiiem without mercy, before they were aware of 
their danger. Nothing was to be heard but outcries and tke fed^ 
groans, in all the quarters of the camp 5 nothing to be feen tious. 
but dreams of blood, and heaps of dead bodies. The exe- 
cution was fcarce ended, when Germanicus arrived, who, 
as he was naturally inclined to pity and mercy, could not 
behold the camp ftreaming with bhx>d, and filled ^th 
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jfe-barftiifg i«to psactB^ mid crying 6tlt, 

( tenugdy, but flaogfter and defplatioii.’y 
jb given vent ro his griefs hf cauf^d 

borht, ^fn^€fd)tated their oj'lc- 

, , ,, _ ufual pompf._^Th^yjl^,;iVa$ this dangerous 

ieditkiii entirely quelled, and discipline re qftablifh^d^ by 
wddrefs iiijd intreptdi^ of fltc BraVc^etTnianicusj vflio, 
ha<,ClMs Cmboi^ded greatr^fs pf^mind, ^and unlhaken loyalty, 
fAflfercd hii^ri >0 fcccind fhe’^artiertt Vidfhes of £hc militfi/y, 
mi^t haveeiafjly feized upon the fovereign power ; for he 
was the darting of the foh:Hersr*3^**d Sdored by the people, 
%oth ou acfcpSnt of his own merit, and that of his father 
whole memory was dear to every true Roman, no^* 
body doubting that he would hax’e reftored the republic to 
bef/fdlftu^ ftate, had he fuceceded tp empire. 

. Such of the veterans and legionaties as had not been 
coUce|tjed in the late in Order to give Gcrmanicus 

i^ber proofs jpf h to lead them 

againft the^ w^^^t^iffajoyed fehiic refpite, firft by 
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Iwe^VOftlic^fand cohorts of the 
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^ Herd he divide* 
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.them, the temple of Tamfima tZ)-, ^ iaWar god of the 
fkrman nation. The country was iir#»ft^ wrth fire and 
f\V)rd for 6fty miles, without the Wound «^^a:fingle man 

Tils general maffacre roufed the Bfhftcii^^A), the Tu- 
hantafe (B), and the Ufipetes (C), who, fecuring the pafTcs 
of thw foreft through which tb^ Romafi army waste return, 
fell upon their rear, and put the light-armed cohorts into 
difor|cr : but Germanicus, riding up to the twentieth le- 
gion, and crying out, that this was the time to redeem their 
reputation, and cancel the memory of their late fedition, 
by falling upon the enemy, they attacked them fo vigo- 
roufly, that the Germans were broken at the firft onfet, 
and driven out of the wood into the neighbouring plain, 
where great numbers of them were cut in pieces. Mean 
while the vanguard penetrating the foreft, had time to form 
a camp, whither the reft of the army retired to reft them- 
fclves that • night, after fo fatiguing a' march. !Mext d w 
they purfued their route uiiintermptcd, and arrived, loaded 
witl^ booty, at the place appointed for their winter-quar- 
ters *. The fame of thefe exploits foon reached Rome, and 
filled the city with the greateft joy. Tiberius was highly 
pleafed to hear that the fedition was fupprefted, and the 
beginning of his reign fignalized by fo remarkable a virftmy. 
but his joy was not without allay ; Germanicus, by finally 
difcharging the veterans, by fhortening the term of fer^ 
for the reft, and by liberally diftributing money among 
them, had gained the afteOions of the army, and, befides^ 
acquired great glory by his late expedifioh. This gave’ the 
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* Tacit. Annal, Ub. ii. cap. 5— *5. t Tacit. Animal, ibid* 

(Z) Gronovius derives the (A). The Bruaed are pla^d, 

name of this Germaii dehy from by moft geographers, next to the 
the words w«, or than^ (ignify- . Frifii, between the Amifia, ^ovr 
m the German language, a the Ems, and the lake Hevas, 
fir-tree ; and fachna^ or fan^ now the Zt^deifee. * 

Which in the ancient Gotho- (B) The Tubahtes' polled 
^ eutf^ic tongue, fignifies great j»rt Wcftphalia. Clu* 
fo that the import of verius plae^ the ancient city 
ianfana is, 'the lord or the of Teclia, mendoned by Pto- 
god of fir-trees. Lipfius de- letny, now Teklenburg, on 
nves the name of Tanfana from the b^derapf the Tubantes and 
Flemiih word tahtfat^y Chamavi; 

^gnifying the prinei^l^ or firft (C) The Ufipetes, Ufipii# or 
^ufe, of things; fo that' the Uup^ae, are placed by Rhcna^ 
J^ermai^^ under the name of nus betwe^ the Rhine and th^ 
anfan^a, ador^; according to mountaina 0f Hcfle. 
the fupreme Being* 
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jealous apd fuftneious emperor great uocafmefs, whiclr 
however, he artfiiJly difguifed, giving the fenate a pomp^ 
account of the cs:ploit6 of his nephew, and beilowihg \^x 
him the higheft encomiums. He commended, atthe^mc 
time, the addrefs of his fon Drufus, in quelling th/ fedi 
tion of the Pannonian legions ; and fpoke of Germlnicu^ 
like an orator, but of Drufus like a father. However, he 
approved whatever Germanicus had done; and, to gain the 
affections of the Pannonian legions, extended to th^m all 
the privileges which Germanicus had granted to his own. 

Thefe diforders in Germany and Pannonia, and the great 
veneration which the foldiery, as well as the people, had for 
Germanicus, were a great reftraint upon Tiberius, who at 
this time, with wonderful art, difguifed thofe vices which 
afterwards difplayed themfelves fo openly. He aCted, on 
moft occafions, like a truly generous, good-natured, and 
clement prince. Of the many and extraordinary honours 
that were offered him, he accepted but few, and thofe of 
the meanefl fort. He forbid any priefts, or temples, to be 
decreed for him, or ftatues ereCted but by his own pe^mif- 
fion, which he granted fometimes, upon condition that they 
(hould be placed, not among the images of the gods, but 
the ornaments of their houfes. He refufed the title of 
Father of his Country, and never took upon him the name 
of Auguftus, though it was hereditary, but in his letters to 
foreign potentates. For flattery he had an utter averflon : 
if, in private converfation, or public fpeeches, any thing 
was faid in his praife, he immediately not only interrupted, 
but rebuked the fpeaker. Being called dominus, or lord^ 
he defired the perfon not to mention him any niiore in de- 
rifion. Another declaring his employments he in- 

treated him to change his epithet, and to ftyle them 
hlefome. He would not permit the fenate to fwear to the 
qbfervation of his ads, urging againfl: it the inftability of 
air mortal things, and that the higher he was raifed, the 
more he was expo fed to danger.. All flanderous reports, 
libels, and lampoons upon him and his adminiftration, he 
bore with extraordinary patience, faying, that, in a fre<J 
dty, the thoughts and tongues* of every man ought to be 
free: and when the fenate would have proceeded againft 
feme, who had publiflied libels againft; him, he would not 
Confent to the profecution ^ ^ 

..^ His carriage towards the fenate was very refpedful ^ no- 
thing of monVent was tranfaded without their advice and 

« Tacit. Amnak lib. i, cap. 6—13. Suet, in Tib. cap. ^4* 
Dio, lib Ivii. p, 601. 

appro- 
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approbation. To them were referred the colleftlrig of tbc 
raxes and tributeS| the building and repairing of all public 
<?iifices, the railing or dilbanding of forces, the muftering 
oMdie legions and auxiliaries, the prolonging or granting 
comlnilfions upon any extraordinary War, the returning of 
anfv|er8 to the letters of kings and foreign Hates. He ne* 
ver entered the fenate ^vith any attendants but once, when 
he was brought in, on account of an indipofitiort, in a liu 
ter and then he immediately ordered them to with- 
draw. In the fenate he allowed every one to deliver his 
fentiments with great freedom : having one day diflented 
in his opinion from Q^Haterius ; Pardon me, I befeech 
you, (faid hej, if, as a fenator, I fpeak againll you with 
more freedom than ordinary/* Then turning to the whole 
aflembly, he addrelTed them thus : ** Molt venerable fa- 
thers, what I fay now I have often faid before ; a good and 
prudent prince, to whom you have given fo great and ab-^ 
folute a power, ought to be ferviceable not only to the fe- 
nate, and the body of the city, but to every particular ci* 
tizew : nor do [ repent of any thing I have faid of this na- 
ture, having always accounted you> as I ftill do, my good, 
juft, and moft gracious lords.” If, in the fenate, any thing 
was decreed againft his judgment, he did not complain, 
nor feem the lead difpleafed. 

He allowed the confuls fo much power, that certain am- 
bafladofs from Africa had recourfe to them, dcfiring they 
would return a fpeedy anfwer, fince Csefar, to whom they 
had been lent, deferred it from day to day. He often ai- 
filled at the trials in the courts of juftice, efpccially if any 
criminal was reported likely to efcape by favour or conni- 
vance ; he then appeared unexpe£lcdly, and, with a grave 
siir, reminded the judges of the laws and the crimes before 
them. He applied himfelf with great care to the reforma- 
tion of manners, and made many excellent regulations, by 
which he reftrained the immoderate cxpences of plays and 
public ihews, retrenched the falaries of the players, and re- 
duced the gladiators to a fixed number. The prices of Co- 
rinthian vefiels growing extravagant, and the luxury of en- 
tertainments fifing to mch an cxcefs, that thirty thoufand 
fefterces were paid for three mullets, he complained of 
thefe diforders to the fenate, and got a law pafted, fetting 
bounds to the expences in furniture, and ordaining, that 
the prices of provifions in the markets ftiould be annually 
regulated by the fenate. 

As to the cating-houfes and taverns, which at this time 
^ere very numerous in Rome, they were all, by Tiberius’s 
order, utterly fuppreffed ; and that he might, by his own ex- 
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His fruga- ?aiple, Countenance frugality in others, he had, at his putv* 
lie* and moft folemn entertainments, meat ferved, which 
hid been drefled and cut up the day before, contrary to tHc 
cuftom which then obtained, faying, that every part^i ad 
the fame tafte as the whole.” To check the progrefs offvicc, 
he drove out of Rome a great number of young noblemen, 
and alfo fome women of diftindlion, who were notorious 
for their debaucheries. At the fame time he revived an an- 
cient law, empowering all parents to punifh their daugl^ters, 
even after they were ifiarried, if, by their debauched lives, 
they brought difgrace upon their families. In this particu- 
lar he was fo that he prohibited the kifles that were, 

according to cuftom, given by way of falutation. He feem- 
ed entirely averfe from loading the people with any new 
taxes. When feme governors of provinces advifed him to 
raife their taxes, he anfwered, that it was the duty of a 
good (hepherd to Ihear, not to flay his flock and was fo 
far from hearkening to the remonftrances of his prefidents 
and governors, that, inftead of raifing he leflTened the tri- 

Lepnsihe butes that were annually remitted to Rome from the4)ro- 

taxes. vinces Such was the deportment of Tiberius, while his 
authority was wavering ; but we (hall foon fee him pull off 
the mafk, and abandon bimfelf to tbofe vices which he 
now fo artfully cloaked. To return to the brave Gcr- 
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manicus. 

In the following year, Germanicus made great prepara- 
tiouvS, with a defign to purfue the war againft the Germans, 
and revenge the death of Varus, and the (laughter of his le- 
gions. He had indeed no thoughts of attempting any thing 
till the fumraer ; but being informed that violent diflen- 


fions prevailed among the enemy, he refolvcd early in the 
fpring to make an irruption into the country of the Catti. 
Cermani- Thefe inteftine broils, of which Germanicus refolved to 
^i^o^take^ad^ take advantage, were occafioneu by the oppoGte parties of 
^vantage 0/ Arminius and Segeftes, the former the incendiary of Ger- 
them, many, and chief author of the infurreiiliori in which Varus 


perilhed with his legions; the latter a fincere and faithful 
friend to the Romans : he had even given Varus notice of 
the intended revolt, and advifed him to feize himfelf, Ar- 


minius, and the other chiefs, afluring him, that, without 
their leaders, the multitude would not attempt any thing: 
but the Roman general defpifed *his advice. Segeftes, 
tlough forced to joiii his countrymen in that general Revolt, 
yet remained at conftant variance with Armhiius ; and, at 
this time, their animofities were heightened by a domeftic 


Suet, iii Tiber, cap, afi— Tacit, ibid* 
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quafrel, Arminius having forcibly carried away the daugh- 
ter of Segeftes, named Thufncldis, and married her, though 
a.^^eady betrothed to another. 

This rape gave rife to an open rupture between the twd 
chiefs. Of this Germanicus no fponcr had intelligence, 
than he put four legions, .five thoufand auxiliaries, and fome 
German troops drawn fuddctily together, under the com- 
mand of G^ecina, ordering him to fcour the country. He 
himfelf, at the head of as many legions, and a numerous 
body of allies, advanced with incredible expedition into the 
country of the Catti *, and, falling upon the enemy before 
they were apprifed of his march, put vaft numbers of them 
to the fword. Moft of their youth efcaped by fwimming 
over the Adrana (D), and attempted to prevent the Ro- 
mans frorh laying a bridge over that river : their efforts 
proving unfuccefsful, fome of them fubmitted to Germani- 
cus 5 but the greater part, abandoning their villages, took 
refuge in the woods*, fo that the Romans, without oppo- 
fition, laid wafle the open country, fet fire to their dwel- 
lings, laid Mattium (E) their capital in afhes, and then 
marched back to the Rhine. The Cherufei alone made 
fome motions, as if they defigned to aflift the Catti, and 
fall upon the Romans in their retreat \ hut were reftrained 
by Caecina, who, with his army of obfervation, moved from 
place to place, and had even defeated the Marfi (F), who 
had ventured to engage him 

Germanicus had fcarce reached his camp, when deputies 
arrived from Segeftes, praying relief for that faithful friend 
to the Romans againft his and their declared enemy Armi- 
nius, who had befieged him in his camp. At the head of 
this embaffy was Segimundus, the fon of Segeftes, whom, 
though he had formerly revolted from the Romans, Germa- 
nicus received with great kindnefs ; but fent him, as he 
could no longer depend upon his fidelity, under a ftrong 
guard, to the frontiers of Gaul (G). 


* Tacit, ibid. cap. 56. 


(D) The Adrana, now the 
Eder, rifes in Upper Hefle, wa- 
ters the county of Waldeck and 
Lower Heffe, and falls into the 
Fulda, or Fulden, two miles 
above Caflel. 

(E) Mattium is fuppofed to 
have flood where Marpurg is 
now fituated. 

(F) Part of Weflphalia, and 
the biftioprick of Paderbom, 


were, according to moft of our 
modern geographers, the an- 
cient habitation of the Marfi. 

(G) Segimundus had been 
greatly favoured by the Romans, 
and by them appointed prielibot 
the altar of the iJbii ; but when 
his countrymen revolted, he rent 
the facerdotal tiara, and fied to 
the revoiters. 
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The Roman general readily complied with bis requetf, 
led back his army without delay to the relief of Segeftesy 
engaged the hefiegers, put them to flight, and refeued that 
faithful friend out of the hands of his inveterate eneifiy. 
On this occafloii the Romans took a great many prifonerSt 
among whom was Thufneldis, the wife of Arminius, and 
daughter of Segeftes, who had been the chief occaflon of 
the prefent rupture between the two illudrious families- 
She was then pregnant, and feemed to be concerned only 
for the fate of her unhappy babe, deftined to be bom in 
flavery. She bore her own captivity with the intrepidity 
of a true heroine, without fliedding a tear, or uttering a 
word in the ftyle of a fuppliant. Among the booty were 
found Roman fpoils taken from Varus, and his ilaughtered 
legions, and divided among thofe who were now prifoners. 

Arminius being put to flight, Segeftes thought it his duty 
to wait upon his deliverer. Accordingly, from a confidence 
in his fincere attachment to the Roman intcreft, he appear- 
ed before Gcrmanicus, without betraying the leaft fear, 
and addreffing him with a majeftic air, enumerated, with 
great modefty, the fervices he had rendered the republic, 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of Arminius ; offer- 
ed his mediation for the German nation, if they would ra- 
ther choofe to fubmit than be deftroyed j and carneftly re- 
commended to his known clemency his fon and daughter, 
intreating him to forgive the former the error he had been 
guilty of in his youth, more out of imprudence than malice, 
and to confider the latter rather as the daughter of Segeftes 
than the wife of Arminius. Germanicus replied, with his 
ufual good-nature and humanity, promifing to take his fon, 
daughter, and all his relations, under his prote£lion, affigned 
him a fafe retreat in one of the neighbouring provinces 
long fince fubjedi to Rome, and then returned with the 
army to his former camp, where the wife of Arminius was 
delivered of a male child 

In the mean time Arminius, more enraged than ever for 
the lofs of his wife, whom he tenderly loved, and the fate 
^ of his child, doomed to be born in captivity, flew about the 
country of the Cherufei, inflaming that warlike nation 
againft Segeftes and Germanicus. His credit, and the in- 
vedkive$ he was conftantly uttering againft the Romans, 
rnufed not only the Cherufei, but all the neighbouring na- 
tions : Inguioinerus, one of the chief lords of the country, 
hitherto a friend to the Romans, and in high credit w^th 
them, though uncle to Arminius by the father’s fide, was 

y Tacit, ibid. cap. 57, 58, 
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<fraw7] into the confederacy, and prevailed upon to dedare 
for his nepheWf and join him with all his friends and depen* 
dents. GermanicuSj upon intelligence of this powerful con- 
federacy, that he might not be obliged to engage fuch nu- 
merous forces united, refolved to make a divcrfion ; and 
with this view detached Csecina, at the head of forty Ro- 
man cohorts, to the river Amifia, now the Ems, through 
ihe territories of the Brufteri. The cavalry took another 
route, under the condu^i of Pedo, who led them by the 
confines of the Frifians. 

Germanicus embarked the four remaining legions on a 
neighbouring lake, and tranlportcd them by rivers and ca- 
nals to the place appointed for the general rendezvous on 
the banks of the Amifia, where the three bodies met. The 
Chauci, as the legions pafied through their country, joined 
them : the Brufteri, upon the approach of Germanicus, 
attempted to fet fire to their houfes, and retire ; but] were 
reftrained by Stertinius, who had the good fortune to find, 
in the country of the BruAeri, the eagle of the nineteenth 
legion, loft in the overthrow of Varus. The army, now 
united, purfued their march to the fartheft borders of the 
Bruifteri, and laid wafte the whole country between the 
rivers Luppias and Amifia, that is, the Lyppe and the Ems. 
As the foreft of Teutoburgium (H) was not far from the 
place where the bones of Varus, and the three legions flaugh- 
tered with him, were faid to lie unburied, Germanicus, 
touched with compailion for their unhappy fate, refolved to 
march thither, and pay them the laft offices. Accordingly 
Csecina was detached to clear the way, to examine the 
avenues leadihg to the foreft, and lay bridges over marffiy 
places. The reft of the army followed, and marching in 
good order, entered the gloomy foreft, where they fooii dif- 
covered the ruins of two Roman camps, the one very fpa- 
cious, and capable of containing three legions, the other 
much lefs in circumference, which they concluded had 
ferved for a place of retreat for the fmalJ jjumber of legioi3- 
aries who had efcaped the firft day’s flaughter. The ram- 
parts of both were half ruined, and the ditches almofi filled 
up. The plains were covered with bleached bones, fome 


^ (H) The foreft of Teutobur- 
gium, now Tcuteberg, lay in 
Weftphalia, between the Ems 
and the Lyppe. The prefent 
inhabitants pretend to ftiew the 
very fpot where Varus with his 
legions waa cut oE It is u 


plain in the neighbourhood of a 
fmall town called Horn, and is 
known by the name of Win- 
feldt, which it took, they fup- 
pofe, from the Germans win- 
ning the field. 
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feparaU;, fomc in heaps, as thofe unhappy men chanced to 
fall fingfy or in bodies. In the adjacent groves were feen 
altars, where the barbarians had facrificed to their gods the 
tribunes and chief centurions, whom they had made pri- 
foners. On the trees furrounding the altars were placed 
the Ik alls of thofe unhappy vi6iims (I). So many doleful 
obje£ls awakened in the hearts of the Romans a tender com- 
panion for the fate of their countrymen, and an eager defire 
of appearing their manes with the flaughter of an enemy fo 
cruel and inhuman. With thefe fentiments they carefully 
colledled the fcattered bones ; and having dug a deep trench, 
buried them there, Gcrmanicus laying the firft turf on the 
common tomb 

^hey ad* Having paid the laft offices to their friends, they ahan- 
•vance dpned that folitude, difmal to their fight and memory ; and, 
agalnji Ar» full of refentment, advanced againft the author of fo many 
* evils, who retired, and encamped in an advantageous pofl: 
clofe to the woods. The Roman general follow^ed, and 
coming up with him, ordered his cavalry to advance and 
noho gains diflodge him. Arminius, at the approach of the Ronvin 
horfe, pretended to fly \ but wheeling fuddeniy, and at the 
hu^udt- fame time giving the fignal to a body of troops, which he 

/gated, had c ^ncealed in the forefl, they rufhedput upon the enemy . 

with fuch vigour, that the Roman cavalry began to give way. 
Gcrmanicus immediately detached fome cohorts to their re- 
lief ; but they too were foon put in diforder, and broken, 
more by their own men who fltd than by the enemy. Ar- 
minius taking advantage of the confufion the Romans were 
in, redoubled his efforts, and would have forced them into 
a morafs, bad not Gcrmanicus advanced, at the bead of his 
legions, in order of battle Arminius, finding his men almolb 
cxhaufled, did not think it advifeablc to engage the frefh le- 
gions, and thcl'efore retired in good order, leaving the Ro- 
mans mafters of the field. Gcrmanicus, not judging it fafe 
to purfue the enemy through woods and forefiis, contented 
himfelf with this advantage, and returned with the army to 

2 Tacit. Anna), lib. ii. cap. a6. 

(I) In Germanicus’s army^ our eagles were taken : here 
there were fome who had fetv- Varus received his firfl wound ; 
td under Y;irus, and had the there he fell by his own 
good fortune to efcape the ge- hand : in that place Hood the 
ner;d flaughter; and thefe re- tribunal whence Arminius ha- 
lated the particulars of that tra- rangued his troops ; in this be 
gical event to the refl. “ Here caufcd gibbets to be creeled tor 
(faid they) the commanders of the execution of his ca^ives, 
our legions were flain; there 
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Ac river Arnica. There he embarked with four legions, 
ordered Csecina to recondufl: the other four by land, and 
fent the cavalry to the fea-fide, with orders to march to the 
Rhine* Though Caecina was to return through roads well 
known, yet Germahicus exhorted him to pafs with all pofli^ 
ble fpecd the caufeway Called the Long Bridges (K). Not- 
withftanding every effort, Armihius arrived there before him. 

This caufeway led through vaft marflies, furrounded on all 
fides with woods and hills, which gently rofe from the plain. 

Arminius had already filled the woods with his men, Cactna it 
who, as foon as Csecina approached, rufiied upon him with attacked 
fuch fury, that the legions, not able to manage their arms 
in the deep waters, and flippery ground, would, in all like- * 
lihood, have been entirely defeated, had not night put an 
end to the combat. The Germans, encouraged with their 
fuccefs, inftead of refrefhing themfelves with fleep, em- 
ployed the whole night in diverting the courfes of the 
fprings rifing in the neighbouring mountains, and turning ^ 
them into the plains ; fo that the Roman camp was on a 
fudden laid under water, and their works ruined. Under and re* 
thefe circumftances, they paffed a moft melancholy night. 

Csecina had ferved forty years, was well experienced in all YuUies, 
the viciflltudes of war, and thence undaunted even in the 
greateft dangers. Having therefore calmly weighed every 
expedient proper for the prefent conjun£^ure, he at length 
refolved to attack the Barbarians next day, to drive them to 
their woods, and there keep them befieged, till the baggage 
and the w^oimded men had paffed the caufeway, and were 
out of the enemy’s reach. With this view, at break of 
day, he drew up his legions, placing the fifth in the right 
wing, the twenty-firft: in the left, the firft in the van, and 
the twentieth in the rear. But the legions poited on the 
wings, feized with a fudden panic, as foon as day appeared, 
deferted thCir ftations, and took poffefiion of a field beyond 
the marfhes. Cxcina found it advifeable to follow them ; 
but the baggage being entangled in the mire, as he croffed 
the marfhes, and thefoldiers about it in great diforder, Ar- 
minius feized this opportunity to begin the attack ; and, 
crying out, ‘‘This. is a fecond Varus, the fame fate attends 
him and his legi.ons,” he rufhed upon them^at the head of 
a chofen body with uncommon fury. As he had ordered 

(K) Tacitus tells us, that had penetrated before. This 
this caufeway was made by Lu- caufeway, according to Lipfius, 
cius Domitius, who, according led crofs the marihes between 
to that writer, led an army Over Lingen, Wedden, and Coever- 
the Elbe, and advanced farther den,- where feme remains of it 
into Germany than any Roman arc ftill lying under water. 

^ \ R4 his 





Ti# K®- 

mmsfiwid 

gr$edinifs 
•f th$ 

PSf^ 


rhi Ro- 
mans feiz‘ 
td nuith a 
psmk. 


Cacina 
flops their 
fiight. 


The Ger- 
wtam at- 
taek tbo 
Roman 
fOM^I 


The Roman 

his men to aim chiefly at the eneqsy’s horfes^ great num* 
bers of them were killed 5 and the ground becoming flip- 
pery with their blood and the flime of the marfli, the reft 
either fell, or threw their riders, md gafloping among the 
ranks, put them into diforder. 

Caecina dillinguifhed himfelf in a very (ingultr manner ; 
but his horfe being killed, he would have been taken pri- 
foner, had not the fir ft legion refeued him. The rapacity 
of the enemy faved Caecina and his legions from utter de- 
ftrudion ; for while they were on the point of yielding, 
the Barbarians fuddenly abandoned them to feizc the bag- 
gage. The Romans, during this refpite, ftruggled put of 
the marfh, and, gaining the dry fields, formed, Vith all 
poflible fpeed, a camp, which was immediately fortified *. 

The legionaries, quite exhaufted» retired to reft them- 
felves after fo fatiguing a combat. But their repofe was 
foon interrupted by an accident, which filled the camp with 
alarm. A horfe having broke loofe, and frightened with 
the noife, as he ftrayed about, ran over fome who were in 
his way. This incident happening in the dark, raifed fujch 
a confternation among the legionaries, that, imagining the 
Germans had broken into the camp, they all ran to the 
gate decumana, which was fartheft from the enemy, in 
order to make their efcape. Caecina, having difeovered the 
true caufe of this general uproar, endeavoured to ftop the 
fugitives, affuring them, that their fear was quite ground- 
lels ; but none of them hearkening to him, he flung himfelf 
at length acrofs the gate- The awe and refpedl they had 
for their general, reftrained them from running over his 
body, and put a ftop to their flight ; and, in the mean time, 
the tribunes and centurions convinced them, that it was a 
falfe alarm. Then Cacina, calling them together, declared, 
that they muftbe indebted for their lives to their valour, 
but that their valour ought to be reftrained by conduct 5 that 
they muft keep clofe within their camp till the Germans at- 
tempted to ftorm it, and then make a fudden fally, break 
through the enemy, and purfuc their march to the Rhine. 
This was the only expedient left for retrieving their glory, 
and faving their lives. 

In the mean time it was refolvpd in the German camp, 
purfuant tp the advice of Inguiomerus, to attack the Roman 
entrenchments next morning, nobody doubting, except Ar- 
minius, that they might be eafily forced. That commander, 
no lefs prudent than brave, was for fufferkig the Romans 
quietly tp depart, and attacking them on their march, when 
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embarrafled among forcfts and marfhcs; but the advice of 
Inguiomerus prevailing, as foon as it was light, the Ger- 
mans befet the camp, and, having filled the ditches, were 
already climbing up the ramparts, when Csecina ordered 
the fignal to be given to the cohorts, who, Tallying out 
with loud fhouts, fell upon the aflailants, and made a dread- 
ful flaughtcr of them, while they were fcaling the en- 
trenchments. The Germans, who imagined that few Ro- butarirt^ 
mans were remaining, and had therefore promifed them- ^ 
felves an eafy viftory, were fo furprifed and intimidated 
at this fudden and unexpedled attack, that they immedi- 
ately betook themfelves to flight. The Romans purfued 
them, and made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives. Ar^ 
minius had the good fortune to efcape unhurt ; but In- 
guiomerus was dangeroufly wounded. After this action, 
the Germans, as deftituce of conduct: in diftrefs, as void of 
moderation in profperity, appeared no more ; fo that C2e- 
cina purfued his march unmolcfted to the Rhine 

In the mean time a report being fpread, that the Roman The cou» 
fences were cut in pieces, and a German army in full march rag£ous 
to invade Gaul, fome timorous partifans of Rome were for 
breaking down the bridge which the Romans had built over 
the Rhine near Treves ; but Agrippina, who ftill continued 
in that city, not giving credit to the public report, oppofed, 
with a manly courage, the execution of this defign, and pre- 
ferved the bridge. She had foon the fatisfadion to fee the 
legions under Caecina, which were fuppofed to have met 
with the fame fate as thofe of Varus, arrive, much reduced, 
and extremely fatigued, but vidlorious. As they approached, 
this undaunted heroine went out with her fon Caligula to 
receive them ; and, ftanding at the head of the bridge, 
commended, as they pafled, their gallant behaviour, and 
returned them thanks for it in a moft obliging manner. In 
the abfence of her hufband, fhc difeharged all the duties of 
a general, relieved the neceflities of the foldiers, preferibed 
medicines for the wounded, fupplied fome with cloaths, 
and to all extended the eflFe£ls of her unbounded generofity. 

This behaviour, however commendable, roufed the jealoufy Thf jea- 
of Tiberius : ** It is not (faid he), againft foreigners only ioulytf 
that fhe thus ftudies to win the affeftions of foldieryj 
flie has already given manifefl: proofs of her afpiring views, 
in carrying her child, the general’s fon, about the camp, in 
the habit of a common foldicr, with the title of Cxfar Ca- 
ligula. Sejanus, well acquainted with the diftruftful tem- 
per of Tiberius, bad already entertained ambitious defigns, 

^ Tacit. Annal* lib. ii. cap. 26, Dio, Ub. Ivii. p.615, & f«q* 
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ttrhlch could iiot tJompafs without tlic deftru^lion of 
Germauicus^s family, inflamed with his groundlefs fug- 
gcflioiis the emperor's jealoufies, and fowed in his mind the 
i^’ds of an irreconcif cable hatred againft Agrippina. 

Germanicus, having conveyed the four legions down the 
Amifla into the ocean, in order to return by fea to the 
Rhine, and finding that his veflcls were overloaded, deli- 
vered the feCond and fourteenth legions to Publius Vitel- 
lius, one of his lieutenants, with orders to recondu£l them 
by land. This march proved fatal to great numbers of 
them, who were either buried in the quick-fands, or fwal- 
lowed by the billows, and overflowing tide, to which they 
were ftrangers. Thofe who efcaped loft their arms, uten- 
fils, and proviflons, and fpent a melancholy night on an 
eminence, which they had gained. Next morning the land 
appearing after the tide of ebb, Vitellius, with a hafty 
march, reached the river Ufingis, which feme judicious 
critics take for the Hoerenfter, on which ftands the city of 
Groeningen. There Germanicus, who had reached that 
river with his flt'et, again embarked the two legions, smd 
conveyed them to the mouth of the Rhine, where they all 
returned to the city of the Ubii, or Cologne. 

Germanicus found in that city Segimerus, the brother of 
Segeftes, with bis fon Sefithacus, who, having renounced 
the confederacy of their countrymen, were come to implore 
the clemency of the Romans, and enter into an alliance 
with them. The father, though one of the chief authors 
of the revolt, was kindly received by Germanicus 3 but it 
was with much difficulty that he confented to pardon the 
fon, who was faid to have infulted the dead body of the un- 
fortunate Varus. In this expedition Germanicus gained no 
great advantages, and loft many of his men. The greater 
part of thofe who had efcaped fo many dangers returned 
without arms, horfes, and utenfiJs, half-naked, lamed, and 
unfit for fervice; but the fame ofhis name, and amiable qua- 
lities, having already filled the Gauls, Spain, and Italy, the 
inhabitants of thofe countries ftrove who Ihould be moft for- 
ward in fupplying him with arms, horfes, money, and what- 
ever was neceflhry for the profecution of the war. Germa- 
nicus thanked them for their zeal *, but accepted only the 
horfes and armsS 

Though ’ ju jealous emperor repined at the glory of the 
travc Germanicus, yet, glad of his fuccefs, he confirmed to 
him the title of imp 'rator, which the legions had beftowed, 
and decreed the triumphal honours to Aulus Caecina, Lu- 
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clus Aproitius> and Caius Siiius, three of his lieutenants, 
who had diftinguiflied themfelves in the courfc of the war. 

In order to conciliate the affe£fions of the people, which Tiheriui 
feeraed to centre wholly in Gerraanicus, he aiTcded popu- offers po* 
larity, reje^tuig the pompous titles offeied hy tl)e fenate, bj 

relieving the diftreffed with great gcncrorty, and euhng the 
inhabitants of Rome, and the provincej,, of fevcral ra.\es 
with which they had been burthened by Augultus. A ie- 
nator, named Pius Aurelius, vi'hofe houfc had h Uen, ap- 
plied to the fenate for relief. The pnctois of th.e ticafury 
oppofed his fuit ; but neverthekfs 1 iberius ordor^Ai him the 
price of his boufe. Propertius Celer, who had been prae- 
tor, defiring to refign the fenatorial dignity, as too bur- 
thenfome to his fmall ehate, d’iberius, upon information 
that his misfortunes were owdng to his lather, prefented 
him wdth a thoufand great fefterces, I'he l iber having 
overflowed the lower parts of the city, he. caufed the bed of 
that river to be cleaned ; and appointed, according to Dio, 
five, according to Tacitus, only two magiftrates of the fena- 
toaal order, whofe foie bufinefs w^'as to guard againft the 
overflowjrig of the‘Tibcr, and rellrain it wdthiii its banks-. 

The provinces of Achaia andMacedon, begging to be eafed 
of their public burdens, were this year taken from the fe- 
nate, and given to the emperor. 

Thus Tiberius afie^ffed popularity ; but nevertbelefs did He r/. 
not acquire the reputation of being truly popular, having vi^es the 
this very year revived the law of treafon or majelty with 
relation to libels or words \ a law above all others execrable 
to the people, fince, by it, thofe who wrote or fpoke any 
thing refle6fing on the emperor, were deemed guilty of 
high treafon. In the times of the republic, fays Tacitus, 
a<flions were puniflicd, but words were free. Augidtus was 
the firlt who brought words under the penalty ot this law ; 
and Tiberius, exafperated by fatirical veifes difperfed about 
the city, expofing his cruelty, his pj ide, and the mifundcr- 
Tiandlng which already began between him and his mother, 
thought it neceflary to revive this dreadful law; a law 
which occafioned, under him and his fuccclTurs, fo much 
bloodflied in Rome, and all parts of the empire •'. 

Several perlous were profecuted upon thi^^ law, the em- 
peror having, as he was naturally fufpicious and diflruftful, 
his fpies and emilTaries difperfed all over the city. Som’C Several 
of thefc accufed Falanius, a Roman knight, of having ad- p^^fons ac^ 
mitted into his houfe, where he had erected an altar in ho- 
flour of Auguftus, among the other adorers of the deified ^ 


^ Tacit. Ann, Ub. i. cap. 
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emperor, one Caflius, a pantomime, infamous for his de- 
baucheries. To this charge they added another ; that, hav- 
ing fold his gardens, he had fold with them the (latue of 
Auguftus. Rubriiis, another Roman knight, was charged 
with fwearing falfly by the divinity of Auguftus. Tibe- 
rius, fatisfied with having reftored this law to its former vi- 
gour, and by that expedient checked the freedom of fpeech, 
and the licentioufnefs of libellers, would not allow any 
punifhment to be infli6ted on the pretended criminals. 

It was not long, however, before he plainly fhewed, that 
he defigned to take notice of fuch informations \ Granins 
Marcellus, prxtor, or rather proj>netor, of Bithynia, beirjg 
charged with high treafon of this nature by bis own quseftor 
Caepio Crifpinus, Tiberius flew into a violent pailion, and, 
in that fudden tranfport, was for condemning, without far- 
ther enquiry, the pretended criminal. Marcellus was ac- 
cufed of having fpoken difrefpe£lfully of the emperor ; and 
the accufer, to render his accufation more credible, col- 
lecting whatever was moft deteftable in the prince's cha- 
racter, repeated it as the expreflions of the accufed. He 
added, that Marcellus had placed his own ftatue higher 
than thofe of the Gjcfars ; and that, having taken the head 
from oflF the ftatue of Auguftus, he had placed the head of 
Tiberius in ksn-oonj. The emperor was fo enraged, that, 
no longer able to diffemble his refentraent, he declared, 
that he would himfelf, in this caufe, give his vote openly, 
and upon his oath. Cneius Pifo then alked him, In what 
place, Csefar, will you choofe to give your opinion ? If 
firft, I fhall have your example to follow; if laft, lam 
afraid I may difagree with you." Thefc words ftung Tibe- 
rius ; neverthelcfs he bore them patiently, being afhamed 
of his tranfport, and fufFered Marcellus to be acquitted of 
high treafon •, 

The diflenfions of the theatre, which had begun in the 
courfe of the preceding year, now broke out with great 
violence, and rent almoft the whole city into faftions and 
parties, fome protecting one player, and fome another ; nay, 
the oppofite parties often came to blows, and turned the 
playhoufe into a field of battle- In one of thefe frays, fe- 
vcral foldiers who attended in the play-houfe, and at the 
gate, to prevent difturbances, were killed, and among them 
a centurion ; even the tribune of a prsetorian cohort was 
wounded, while he was endeavouring to fecure the magif- 
trates froni irifults, and to quell the licentious rabble. The 
fenace took this afl'air into confideration ; and feveral expe- 


" Tacit. Ann; lib. 1 cap. 7*, 74. 


dients 



253 


Romat Hlftory. 

dients were propofed for preventing fuch riots. The ma- 
jority were for impowcring the praetors to fcourge the 
players, who, as was fuppofcd, were the chief authors of 
thefe tumults. But Haterius Agrippa, tribune of the peo- 
ple, oppofed this motion, alleging, that Augultus had de- 
clared, that players fhould not be fcourged ; and, indeed, 
that emperor, who took great delight in fuch diverfions, 
had reftrained the power of puniihing the players % which, 
by an ancient law, the magiftrates had, till that time, ex- 
ercifed over them, in all places and ages. Afinius Gallus, 
with great afperity, reprimanded the tribune for his oppe- 
fitioii ; which, however, prevailed, out of refpedf to Au- 
guftus, whofe laws were to be inviolably obferved. 

In order to curb the infolenceof the players, their wages 
were, by a decree of the fenatc, curtailed : and it was 
moreover ena£):ed, that no fenator fhould vilit a player ; 
that no Roman knight fhould be feen abroad in their com- 
pany ; and that they fhould a£f nowhere but in the theatre 
or public play-houfc The praetors were impowered to 
piHiifh with banifhment fuch of the fpe^fators as fhould 
.raife the lead dillurbance in the tlieatre. Thus was an end 
put for a time to thefe riots and tumults. 

In the couife of this year Tiberius difeharged the legacies 
which Auguftus had left to the people; but fullied the glory 
naturally arifmg from fo plaufible and popular an a£lion, by 
another equally bafe and cruel. A facetious Roman advanc- 
ing one day to a bier as it palTed, and addreiling himfelf to 
the deceafed, faid aloud, Remember to inform Auguftus, 
that the legacies which he left to the people, are not yet paid.” 
This plcafantry being related to Tiberius, he commanded 
the jefter to be brought to him ; and having paid his full 
demand, caufed him to be put to death immediately, telling 
him, ttat he fhould go himfelf to Auguftus, fince he could 
give him frefher accounts than the deceafed However, 
a few days after, he paid the legacies^. The people intreat- 
ing him to eafe them of the tax of one per cent, eftablifhed 
at the end of the civil wars upon ail vendible commodities, 
he declared, by an edi£I, that the fund for maintaining 
the army depended entirely upon this tax ; and that even 
then the republic would not be able to defray the vaft charges 
attending the final difmiffion of veterans oefore the twen- 
tieth year of their fervicc. By this decree the conceflions 
made to the foldiery during the late fedition were implicitly 
4-evoked, and the men were obliged to ferve twenty year^ 

f Suet, in Aug. cap. 45, s Tacit. Ann. lib. i. cap. 76, 77# 

^ JPio, Jib. Jvii. p. 6xx. * Suet, in Tiber, cap, 57. 
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as tefore, inftead oF fixfcem v. Thus Tibei?us, while hd 
was fludyiiig to gain the heSfts pf the people and foldiery^ 
gave them juft motives to complain of his prefent, and to 
dre id his future behaviour. Let us now return to Germa-* 
nicus. ; 

That brave prince fpent the winter, when Statilius Si- 
fenna 'rapms, and Lucius Scribonius Libo were confuls, iii 
preparations for another expedition into Germany, having 
his heart wholly intent on the entire redudion oC-that coun- 
try. He weighed with himfelf the methods he had hitherto 
pm filed in that war, the misfortunes and fucceffes which 
had attended him fince he firft Undertook it ^ and findings 
that the Germans were chiefly indebted for their fafety to 
their woods and marfhes, to their fhort fummers and early 
winters, and that his own men fuffered more from their 
long and tedious marches than from the enemy, herefolved 
to enter the country by fca, hoping, by that avenue, to be-* 
gin the campaign earlier, and furprife the enemy. Having 
therefore built, with great difpatch, during the winter, a 
tlioufand vcfl'els of different forts, he, early in the fpriftg, 
ordered them to fall down the Rhine, appointing the ifland 
of the Batavians (L) for the place of general rendezvous> 
as the moft convenient for receiving the forces, and con- ' 
veying them from thenOe to thofe parts of Germany which 
he deilgned to invade. .Mean while, he detached Silius# 
one of his lieutenants, with orders to make a fudden irrup- 
tion into the country of the Catti i but ho himfelf, upon 
intelligence that a Roman fort, upon the Luppias, was be- 
fieged by the enemy, with fix legions to its relief. 

Silius was prevented, by fudden ‘rains, from doing more than 
taking fome fmall booty, yvfth the wife and daughter of 
Arpus, prince of the Cat^; neither did thofe who had in- 
vefied the fort wait till Germanicus arrived, but, upon the 
news of his approach, breaking up the fiege, fled and dif- 
perfed. However, in their retreat, they overthrew the mo- 
nioment latdy niiied ia h^ md his legions, 

and alfo an altar formerly cretRcd to Drpfus- The altar 
Germanicus reftored, and performed^ with the legions, the 
funeral cetemppy of rupnif^ jpund ity to the honour of hi^ 
father, according to the ancient ciiftom ; he then fortified, 
with new woiksi^th^, w^<^ hefwecn the forts which the 
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enemy had befiegcd, the Allifo, now the Yflel, and the 
* Rhine ^ 

The fleet arriving at the illandof the Batavians, the pro- Hem- 
vlfions and warlike engines were put on board, and fent 
forward ; ftiips were affegncd to the legions and allies; and 
the whole army being embarked, the fleet entered the canal 
formerly cut by Drufus, and, from his name, cabled Fofla 
Drufiana, or the canal of Drufus (M), Here the pious ge- 
neral did not forget to invoke the manes of his father, be- 
feeching him to encourage with his example, and infpire 
with wliolefome counfeJs, his fon, who was following his 
footfteps. Hence he failed profperoufly through lakes (N), Arrives 4/ 
and the ocean, to the Amifia or Ems ; and, having landed t^e Arnifia* 
his troops at the mouth of that river, marched dire<^l:ly to 
the Vifurgis or Wefer. While he lay encamped on the 
banks of that river, news were brought him, that the An- 
grivarii (O) had revolted. He forthwith difpatchcd a body 
of horfe, and light-armed foot, againft them, under the 
command of Stertinius, who, with fire and fword, fpread 
dejplation throughout the country. In the mean time, the Finds Ar* 
fainous Arminius, being informed of Germanicus’s defign, mtniusat 
appeared on the oppofite bank of the Vifurgis (P), at the 
bead of the Cherufei, determined to difpute the pafTage of 
the river. 

However, before hoftilities began on either fide, he alked, 
whether Germanicus was arrived; and, being anfwered that 
he was, he begged permiffion to fpeak with his brother, who. 


* Tacit. Annal 

(M) The Fofla Drufiana was 
a canal cut by Drufus, to con- 
vey the waters of the Rhine in- 
to the Sala, now the Sale, and 
from thence through the Lake 
Flevus into the ocean. It ex- 
tended eight miles, from the 
prefent village of ffeloort to the 
town of Doefburg. 

(N) From this, and feveral 

other paflages in Tacitus, it is 
inanifeft, that, in former times, 
there were fevers lakes, in this 
country, though, at prefent, 
there is but one, called, in the 
language of the country, the 
Zinderfee. • ' . 

(O) The Angrivarii had of- 
ten changed their habitation, as 


lib. ii. cap* 25. 

Tacitus informs us ; but, at ' 
this time dwelt, as is manifeft 
from the paflage before us, be- 
tween the Am ilia and Vifurgis. 
Some modern geographers think 
they pofTefled part of the pre- 
fent province of OveryflTcl, of 
the county of Benthem, and of 
the diocefe of Paderborne. 

(P) The Vifurgis, as Lipfius 
obferves, in this place, is chiefly 
indebted to Tacitus for its 
fame, and Tacitus for his to 
the Vifurgis ; for, in a monaf* 
teiy on this river, were found 
the five firft books of his Annals, 
after they had been long looked 
upon ag lofl. 
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uride^ the iianic of Flavius, had long ferved in the Romafi 
army, and Had loft an eye in fighting under Tiberius. His 
requeft being granted, Flavius advanced ; and ArminiuSy 
having firft faluted him, and ordered his own attendants to 
withdraw, defired, that the Roman archers, who were 
drawn up clofe to the bank of the river, might likewife re-* 
tire. When they were removed, How came you, bro-^ 
ther, by this deformity in your countenance ?” faid Armi- 
nius. Flavius having told him in what place, and battle, 
he had loft his eye 5 And what reward (afleed Arminius) 
have you received for fo dangerous a wound In- 

creafe of pay, (anfwered Flavius), a crown, a chain, and 
other military gifts which Arminius treating with deri- 
fion, and ftyling the vile wages of flavery, a warm conteft 
arofe between the two brothers : the one extolled the great- 
nefs of the Romans, the power of the emperor, the unhappy 
condition of the conquered, the Roman clemency to fuch 
as fubmitted, the kind treatment of the wife and fon of Ar- 
minius. The other urged the rights of their common coun- 
try, their ancient liberty, the gods of their anceftors ; be- 
feeching him, by their common mother, not to prefer the 
name of a traitor, of a betrayer of his friends, relations, 
and country, to that of their general and commander* 
By degrees they came to reproaches, and, though parted by 
the river, would have proceeded to blows, had not Sterti- 
nius reftrained Flavius, who called for his horfe and ar- 
mour. On the oppofite bank, Arminius, inflamed with 
lagc, was heard to utter dreadful threats, and menace the 
Romans, as he departed, with an approaching battle ; for 
with his native language he mingled many Latin words, 
which he had learnt while he ferved as general of his coun- 
trymen in the Roman armies 

Next day the German army appeared on the oppofite bank 
of the Vifurgis, in order of battle : but Germanicus, not 
thinking it advifeable to attack them, ordered the horfe to 
ford over, under the condudl of Stertinius and ^milius, 
who, to divide the enemy's forces, croflTed the river in dif- 
tant places. At the fame time Cariovalda, leader of the 
Batavians, palled where it was moft rapid ; but being drawn 
into an amhufeade by the enemy, and Airrounded on all 
fides, he fell, under a (hower of darts, while he was, with 
incredible bravery, attempting to break through the enemy's 
numerous battalions Many of the Batavian nobility fell 
round him ; the reft were laved ^ their own bravery, or 
by the cavalry of Stertinius and i^milius^ who, upon the 
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•ferft notice of tlieir danger, flew to the relief Of their dif- 
trefled allies. Germanicus having, during this fkirmiih, Gerputni* 
pafled the Vifurgis without moleftation^ was informed by a 
deferter, that Arminius, being joined by feveral German 
nations, had refolvcd to attack his camp by night. In con- 
fequence of this information, the Roman general fent out 
parties to reconnoitre, who, upon their return, reported, 
that they had heard a great noife of men and horfes, and 
difcerned the enemyjs fires in a neighbouring wood. Ger- Difcovert 
manicus, no longer doubting that they defigned to venture the fenti- 
a decifive battle, refolved to learn in perfon the real fenti- tnenu of 
ments of the foldiery: with this view he, in the beginning 
of the night, went out of the prsetorium, in difguife, with 
one attendant ; and, liftening from tent to tent to the dif- 
courfes of the men at their meals, had the fatisfa 61 ion to 
hear his own praifes in every one’s mouth, and the foldiers 
encouraging each other to exert themfelves in the approach- 
ing battle, from gratitude to fo deferving a general. While 
' Germanicus was thus employed, one of the Germans, who 
fpoke Latin, riding up to the Roman entrenchments, of- 
fered, in the name of Arminius, to every deferter, a wife, 
land, and one hundred fefterces a day, as long as the war 
laded. This offer the legions confidered as an affront ; 
and, full of rage and refentment, “ Let day come, (faid 
they), we will feize their lands ; we will take, not receive, 

German wives ” About the third watch the enemy ap- 
proached ; but finding the Romans prepared to receive them, 
they retired, without difeharging a dart. 

Early next morning Germanicus, having affembled his GermanU 
troops, acquainted them with his defign, to terminate fo te- cut tncou* 
dious and fatiguing a war by a decifive battle : he made 
them fenfible of their advantage over the enemy, both as to 
their arms, and manner of fighting 5 reprefented the Ger- 
mans as men of a frightful afpe^, and violent in the be- 
ginning of a battle, but diflieartened with wounds, unaf- 
fefted with their own difgrace, unconcerned for their gene- 
ral, cowards in dillrefs, in profperity defpifers of all divine 
and human laws. Finally, he exhorted his men by one ge- 
nerous effort to enable him to conquer in thofe very coun- 
tries where his father and uncle had conquered. His ha- 
rangue Infpired the whole army with great ardour, which 
Was expreued with the loudeft acclamations. Neither did 
Arminius, and the other German chiefs, neglect to ani- 
mate their countrymen, and encourage them either to main- 
tain, by their bravery, the liberty they had received from 
their anceftors, or to prevent llavcry by a glorious death. 

Having thus enfiamed their courage, they led them into a 

Vn- irrf ® 
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plain ^silled Idiftavifus (Q_)j bounded on the tme fide by 
the Vifiirgis, and, on the other, by a ridge of hills. Be- 
hind this plain was a foreft of tall trees, thick of branches 
above, but clear of buflies below. The Germans were all 
drawn upon the plain, and at the entrance of the foreft, ex- 
c^pt the Cherufei, who were pofted on the hills, and or- 
dered to fall upon the Romans in the heat of the fight. 

Germanicus had fcarce entered the plain, with his troops 
in battle-arrajr, when he obferved the Cherufei, impatient of 
Germani- delays, pouring down from the hills. He forthwith com- 
cus€nf>c»ges manded a chofen body of horfe to charge them in flank, 
t unemj, time, detached Stertinius, with the reft of 

the cavalry, ordering him to wheel about, and fall upon 
their rear. In the mean time, the Roman infantry ad- 
vancing, attacked the enemy in front with fuch vigour, that 
the Germans, not able to ftand the fhock, immediately gave 
ground. Tliofe who w'cre pofted at the entrance of the fo- 
reft, ik’d to the plain, and thofe in the plain took Iheltcr in 
the foreft. The Cherufei alone maintained the fight, en- 
couraged by the example of the valiant Arminius, Wlio, 
though wounded, would have broken through the Roman 
archers, had not the auxiliary cohorts of the Rhsetians, Vin- 
delicians, and Gauls, haftened to their relief. However, 
by his own valour, and the fwiftnefs of his horfe, he ef- 
caped the prefent danger, having firft dyed his face with 
his own blood, to avoid being known. Some writers have 
related, that the Chauci, who ferved in the Roman army, 
fuftered him to retire unmoleftcd. The fame bravery, or 
connivance, facilitated the efcape of Inguiomerus : the reft 
were either cut in pieces, or drowned in attempting to 
' acTofs the Vifurgis. The {laughter lafted from morn- 

ItaiUT and the Country was covered ten miles round 

U'ith arms and dead bodies. Ihc R.omans were no fooner 
returned from the purfuit than Germanicus, aferibing the 
whole glory of fo remarkable a vidfory to Tiberius, under 
whofe aufpices be had fought, caufed him to be proclaimed 
emperor on the field of battle, and, raifinga mount, placed 
upon it, as trophies, the arms of the enemy, inferibed un- 
derneath with the names of the conquered nations 

" Tacit. Aiinal. lib. i, 

(Q^ Liplliis, who furveyed a village called Vegefack, about 
wltli great care, and no lefs two German miles from the city 
plwfuie, the places here de- of ftremen, and extends a great 
icribcd by T^itus, takes the wav towards the fea, betvreeu 
plain called by him Idiftavifus a r'idge of hills and. the Wefer. 
to be that plain which begihs at 
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Yhe Germans, though vanquifhed, and already deter- 
mined to aljandon their country, and feek for liidter be^ 
yond the Albis or Elbe, were fo enraged at th^ railing of 
this mount, which they looked upon as an infult not to be' 
borne, that, forgetting their wounds and misfortunes, they 
ran to arms again ; the common people, the nobility, youing 
and old, all in a confufed body, ruAed fuddenly upon the 
Romans, like men in defpair ; and put them, as they were 
on their march, and under no apprehenfion of an enemy, ^ 
into fomc diforder. Being repulfed, they encamped in a 
plain (hut in between a river and a foreft ; the foreft was 
furrounded by a deep marlh, except on one fide, which 
was inclofed by a broad rampart raifed formerly by the 
Angrivarii, as a barrier between them and their neighbours 
the Cherufei. In this plain the enemy pofled their infantrv, 
concealing their cavalry among the neighbouring groves, 
that they might fall upon the icar of the Roman army, as 
foon as they had entered the foreft. Germarucus, being A fiecond 
•informed of their defign, ordered Seius Tubero, one of his 
lieutenants, to enter the plain at the head of the cavalry; 
his infantry he divided into two bodies, commanding the 
one to attack the enemy in the wood, and leading the other 
in perfon to force the rampart. 1 he foot, that, fought on 
even ground, broke eafily in ; but the attack of the ram- 
part coft Germanicus dear, the Germans defending itMuth Gallant 
great boldnefs and intrepidity. However, having at length ^ ha<wouf‘ 
taken the rampart, he entered the wood at the head of the 
praetorian cohorts, and there made a moft dreadful havoefc 
of the enemy, who could not, for want of room, manage 
their long fpears : never thelefs, they made a moft vigorous 
refiftance, and difputed the ground inch by inch. Armi- 
nius did not, on ibis (?ccaGon, exert his ufual adfivity^ be- 
ing difablcd and weakened by a wound he had received ; 
but Irrguiomerus, with great intrepidity, flew about th^ 
ranks, animating his countrymen more by his example than 
by words. Germanicus, that he might be known, pulled otf 
his helmet, and encouraged his men to purfue the (laughter: 

No. quarter (he cried) ; we want no captives; nothing 
hut an utter deftrudfion of thefe perfidious nations will put 
an end to the war.’’ 

However, as the day was already far advanced, he de- 
tached a legion to forfn a camp for his weary troops; but ■ 
the reft continued the flaughter till night, when they retir- 
ed glutted with the blood of the enemy. This fccond vie- mans 
tory was entirely owing to the foot (R), for the horfe JftatnU 

fought 

(R) Germanicus, having, his vi^rious trooos, of th« 

VS- 



t6o ^he Roman Miftory. 

The Angri^ fouglitwitli doubtful fucccfs. tie afterwards deUchcd 
^arii /ub^> tinitis againft Angrivarii, who, by an immediate fubmiHlon^ 
prevent^^he calamities that threatened them, Germani- 
CUS9 iK>:%1o8 compaiiionate than biavei pardoned them 
without referve, and fuHered tliem to live quietly accord- 
ing to th^ir own laws, under the protection of Rome *. 
Gfrmani- Germanjeus, with the redu£tion of the Angrivarii, ter- 
f«j, re- minated the campaign, fending fome of the legions back in- 
to winter-quarters by land, and embarking himfelf with the 
a%ioUnr Amifia, in order to return by fea. The ocean 

Jiorm, proved at hrft very calm, and the wind favourable ; but a 
fudden ftorm arifi ng, the fleet, confiding of a thoufand 
Many of his veflels, was difperfed ; fome of them were fwallowed by 
•vejfehjh^. the waves, others dallied in pieces againfl; the rocks, or 
*wrecked» driven upon remote and inhofpitable iflands, where the 
men either perifhed with famine, or lived upon the flefli of 
the dead horfes, with which the fhore was ftrewed ; for, in 
order to lighten their veflels, and liifengage them from the 
flioals, they had been obliged to throw overboard their, 
horfes, and beads of burden, nay, even their arms^and 
baggage- The gaily of Germanicus alone landed on the 
coad of the Chauci, where the humane general, deeply af- 
fected with the misfortunes of his fcliow-foldiers, wander- 
ed day and night aix)ut the rocks and promontories, in hopes 
His great of deferying lome of the difpci fed vtfi'els. As none of them 
concern. appeared, he was heard acciifing himfelf as the author of 
this dreadful difadcr; and, diflracded with grief, be would 
have thrown himfelf headlong info the deep, had not he 
been redraiuqd by bis friends and attendants. At length, 
to his infiriite fatisfaclion, he difeovered part of the fleet 
returning, though in a very fl)attcrcd condition, fome of 
the veflels being without oars, others without fails, ufing 
in their (lead the foldiers cloaks ; many were quite difabled, 
and towed by fueh as had fuflcrecl lels damage. The latter 
he caufed to be immediately repaired, and difpatched them 
to the neighbouring iflands in quell of his difperfed le- 
gionaries. Bv theXc means the greater part of them were 
at leng[h colieded. The Angrivarii, who had lately fub- 

* Tacit, Ann. lib, ii. 

formed a monument, with this nunit-’' He made no men- 
^inferiptum : “ I'o iVIa» s, to Ju- tion of •himfelf, either to avoid 

piter, and to .^uguflus, the giving umbrage to Tiberius, or 
army of Tiber. ua Cselar, hav- becaufe he thought the record- 
ing entirely vacquifbed the na- ing of the lad a fuflicient telu- 
tions herween the Rhine and the moay ol his valour and con- 
iilbis, ccnfcLTatcs this mouu' dud. 


jnitted^ 
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. mitted, to give Germanjcu 5 , on this occafion, an undonbt- Rtiwtrt 
cd proof of their fidelity, redeemed many, who bad been man^fofkU 
made captives by their neighbours. Some, who had been 
driven into Britain, were generoufly fent back by the petty 
kings, who at that time reigned in this iiland (S). 

Upon the news of this wreck, the Catti, affuming frefh 
courage, ran, to arms; but Cains Silius, detached againit 
them with thirty thoufand foot and three thoufand borfe, 
kept them in awe. Germanicus hinifelf, at the head of a Jjfvades 
more numerous body, made a fudden irruption into the 
country of the Marfi (T), where he M as informed by one 
Malovendus, who had once commanded their troops, but rfCDiign^ 
had lately taken part with the Romans, that the eagle of cne of 
one of Variis*s legions was concealed in a neighbouring Harms's 
grove, and guarded only by a fmall body of troops. This 
intelligence filled Germanicus with joy ; he immediately 
fent two detachments, one to face the enemy, and draw 
them from their port, the other to fall upon their rear, and 
recover the eagle. Succefs attended both ; an<l the Homan 
geiferal, having ravaged the enemy’s country, brought back 
the eagle in triumph: he then returned to the iroutiets 
of C^ul, and there put his troops into winter-quarters, 
having, by this glorious and fuccefsful expedition, retrieved, 
in fome degree, the giory of the Roman name, and ba- 
lanced his late misfortune at fea *. He hoped, in one cam- 
paign more, to complete the redo£lion of Germany ; and, 
in order to keep up the fpirit of the foldiery, and eiicoaragc 
them to purfue with alacrity that great Mork, he made 
good, at his own expence, all the lolies they had ftiiiuned 
in the late ftorm, caufing as much to be paid to each le- 
gionary as be had loft. 

But in the mean time Tiberius, jealous of the great fame ///« re* 
and reputation which his nephew had acquired by his re- fy 
peated viftories over the Germans, and hie popularity, rc- ^ frtus* 


Y Tacit. Ann, lih. ii. 

(S) Tacitus tells us, that thofc 
who came from diilact coun- 
tries related wonders at their 
return, and entertained their 
comrades with flrange accounts 
of violent whirlwinds, of birds 
never heard of before, of fea- 
monfters, which, from their 
ambiguous forms, appeared 10 
he a new fpccies between men 
and beafts* 


* Idem lih. ib cap. '*5. 

(T) Before the crjrjrd, ivas 
cut by Drufus, the Marfi in- 
habited part of the tevritonej^ of 
Vclaive and Ziiipher., * where 
the prefent cities ot Ainhcim, 
Groile, and Bret^efon, itand ; 
h«r aficrwanls they iietiled be- 
tween the H bine and liab, and, 
in process ot time, changed 
the name of Marfi for that of 
Mari'aci, or Marfatti* 
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foHcdi to fcparate him from his- old and faithful legions, 
With this view, he prefled him by frequent letters to return 
to Rothe, and enjoy the triumph decreed him : he urged, 
that he had already undergone fufficient dangers; that 
though fuccefs had attended him, yet he had fuftained 
great lofles, which indeed were owing to no fault of his, 
but to the winds and waves ; that he himfelf, having been 
fent nine times into Germany by Auguftus, had, more by 
policy than force of arms, brought the Sicambri into fub- 
jcdlion, and drawn the Suevi^ and Maroboduus king of the 
Marcomanni, to conclude a peace with Rome : he added, 
that the Cherufei, and other barbarous nations, now the 
Romans had been fully revenged on them, might l>e left 
to purfue their domeltic feuds, and deftroy one another. 
Germanicus, in anfwer to the emperor*s letters, earneftly 
intreated him to grant him one year more to complete his 
conqueft, fincc the enemy were already concerting meafures 
for obtaining peace. Tiberius was inflexible : in order 
therefore to intice him home, he offered him a fecond con- 
fulfhip, adding, that, if the war was ftill to be purfued,<he 
ought to have fome regard for his brother Drufus, and not 
. ingrofs all the glory to himfelf; that Rome had at prefent 
no other enemies to wage w^ar with but the Gern^5in(|^^nd 
Diuius no other field of glory but Germany, Germanicus 
knew that thefe were but fpecious pretences, fuggefted by 
envy, to rob him of the glory he was likely to acquire by 
another campaign ; however, finding it was in vain to per- 
fifl, he complied; and, leaving Germany, fet out for 
Rome with his wife and children ^ Before we fpeak of 
the reception he met with from Tiberius, and the Roman 
people, we fhall give a fucciiKSl: account of what paffed . 
m the metropolis, while he was fignalizing himfelf in 
Germany 

. ip the foregoing year revived the law of ma- 

LiboDru- jcuy. Upon this law Libo Drufus was now tried, con- 
ofhtlh eftate divided among his accufers. Lucius 

treafin. Scnbonius Libo Drufus was defended of the Scribonian 
iamily, one of the moil illuftrious in Rome, great grand- 
Great, nephew of Scribonia, once the 
W'lfe of Auguflus, nearly related to the Csefars, and no- 
way inferior in nobility to the reigning houfe. His high 
quality icndered him obnoxious to Tiberiuj?, a jealoufy 
which a fenator, named Firmius Catus, being apprifed of, 
refolved to gain the emperor’s favour, bv giving him a 
plaufibl? pretence to deliver himfelf from his fe^irs! With 

■ T«fit. Ann. lib. u, cap. a6. 
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thlg vieyr, living ip&iu^Jted jnjto the favour of the 

unwary yputli, by flattering his bop, eg and ambition, and 
conftantly magnifying the nofeility' ,of his family, he pre- 
yailed upon him to coafult the ChaJdasans and i?nagicians, 
whether ihould not b,c on.e day vefted with the Sove- 
reign power, to which he had as good a claim, faid the 
treacberon.s Fifmins, as the family of Tiberius, who eniov- 
ed it. ' / 

This was fufficient patter for a charge of high treafpn ; Mijlcdani 
and accordingly Firmius immediately acquainted the em- betrayed by 
peror, by means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman knight, 
who bad free accefs to him, with the pretended crimes of 
the unhappy youth, whom he had bafeJy infnared with 
fpecious delufions. Tiberius, though overjoyed at this in- 
formation, refufed the aqcufer a private audience, intimat- 
ing, that the comnxunication might be ftill carried on l>y the ‘ 
fameFlaccus; and accordingly Firmius, by his means, in- 
formed the emperor of all Lino's fteps and words \ for the 
young man, deluded by the predi^lions of the Chaldjeans 
n»d aftrologers, began now to entertain thoughts of foaring 
above the rank of a private citizen. 

In the mean time Tiberius, with the deepeft diffimula- Tiberius* t 
tion? preferred Libo to the prvctorfliip, entertained him at 
his table, and familiarly converfed with him, without be- 
traying the leaft refentraent either in his words or counte.r 
nance. At length Libo having recourfc to one Junius, who 
pretended, by charms, and the fuperflitious rites of the 
magicians, to call up the infernal fliades, and learn of them 
future eveiUs, the inagician difeovered this circumltance to 
hulcinius Trio, a famous informer, v/ho immediately haf- 
tening to the confuls, imparted the whole to them, and de- 
manded that the fenate might meet forthwith to deliberate 
upon an affair of fo much moment, and of fucli dangerous 
oonfequence to the flate. The fathers, not doubling but 
Tiberius was at the bottom of this profecution, all'enibled 
at the .time appointed, when Libo appeared in the habit of 
a fuppliant, and prefenting himfelf before Tiberius, who 
waspjefent, endeavoujed, by his tears and entreaties, to 
excite his compaffion. The emperor beard him with a 
countenance quite unmoved. Inftead of returning him any 
anfwer, he recited to the confer ip t fathers the charge againft 
him, and the names of the accufers, without betraying the 
leaft emotion of anger or refentment, or feeming either 
leffen or magnify the crimes laid to his charge 

Tacit. Ann. lih. ii* cap. hb. Ivii. p. 6iu 
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^ . Informers appeared ^ag^nfl: the criminal j 

VihluS^ and produced fuch dxtmyag^Sl^ 
cWmerical articles of accufatlon, as rafter d^l^^d de- 
lifioii than puniftment. The unhappy Libo, 
that Tiberius was rcfolved upon his deftm£):k>n)Jb^^d: 4 ^ 
conleript fathets». that they would defer till next^y the 
£nal decifion of his caufe. His requeft being granted* he 
returned, to bis own houfe 5 whence foon after he fent Pub- 
^ lius Quirinius to folicit the emperor In his behalf. Quiri- 
nius was nearly related to Libo* and in great favour w^ 
Tiberius, having been formerly inftruihental in reconciling 
Caius Csefar to him while he lived in theifland of Rhodes* 
of confequcnce the chief caufe of his reaming into favour 
with Auguftus 5 but, unmindful of ancient obligations, he 
received Quirinius with great coldnefs^ apd returned him 
an anfwcr, importing, that he muft apply to the fenate. 
This a.nfwer threw Libo into a deep melancholy ; which, 
however, he diflemblcd, and directed a grand entertain- 
ment to be prepared, in order to pafs the laft night of his 
life in the company of his friends and relations. The ban- 
quet was fcarcc begun, when a band of foldicrs, fnrround- 
ing the horufe with dreadful cries, fo terrified tbe gftefts, 
that many of them, rifing from table, endeavoured to make 
’^eir efcape. Libo, not doubting that they were fent to 
difpatch him, drawing his fword, offered it to his flaves, 
begging them to put an end to his unhappy life ; but they, 
tjembling, and fhunning the talk, lied with fuch hurry and 
Cdpftffipn, that they overturned all the lights 5 and then 
jrii the dark, gave himfelf two mortal wounds. As 
and groaned, his freedmen ran in; and the foldiers, 
"ii^iftg him dead, retired ; for they had been fent on pur- 
to frighten him, fo as to make him lay violent hands 
Tiberius hoping by that contrivance to avoid 
tbe odium which he was appriled the execution of one of 
ftt mdft illultrious citizens of Rome would rcficfl Upon his 
jyCjrioii a rrd government. \ 

■' The charge, however, was carried on iathcTenate, as if 

E d been flil) alive'; but the dedeitful the 

tinSe ' ddcTared uponoatb, that he Vould have inters 
for his life, had he not prevented his clemency by 
yirrg himfelf. The deceafed yvas by the fenatC'^- 
giiilty of high' treafon, and bis ellate divided amongft 
his accufers : fuch of the informers as were of the fenato- 
rial order (for the firft lords of the fenate were not alhamed 
to debafe themfclvcs to this vHe pilice) were, without the 

regular 
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^ regular method of ^le£lipn, named prsetors for the enfuing 
*year. This was the moft efre£l:ual method for multiplying 
thefe pefls of the empire : they were raifed to the higheft 
olhces in the ftate, and the metropolis of the world often 
faw her public dignities bellowed as fpoils upon parricides 
for fpilling her heft blood. We may naturally conclude, 
that the fervile fenate did not let flip fo favourable an op- 
portunity of gaining the emperor's favour, by branding the 
memory of the pretended criminal. They not only con- 
demned Libo, but they iflhed a decree for driving aftrolo- 
gers, magicians, and the whole herd of fortune-tellers, out 
of Italy 5 nay, Lucius Pituanius, one of them whom Libo 
bad probably confulted, was thrown headlong from the 
Tarpeiah rock; and Publius Marcius, another of the fame 
profeflion, was by the confuls fentenced to death, and ex- 
ecuted accordingly without the Elquiline gate 

At the next meeting of the fenate, Qu_intus Haterius, 
formerly conful, and Odavius Pronto, who had ferved the 
t office of prsEtor, moved, that a flop might be put to the ex- 
ceflive luxury which prevailed in the city 5 and a law pafled, 
forbidding the ufe of gold plate> and prohibiting men from 
wearing iilks, which were then thought peculiar to women. 
Pronto went farther, and propofed, that the quantity of fil- 
ver plate, the expence of furniture, and the number of 
flaves, might be regulated ; but he was oppofed by Afinius 
Gallus, who, with plaufible arguments, defended the pre- 
vailing luxury. Befides, Tiberius did not approve of Pronto t 
motion; for, after Gallus had done fpeaking, he added, 
that it was not a feafon for reformation ; and that, if there 
was any corruption of manners, there would not be want- 
ing one to redrefs that evil ; alluding thereby, no doubt, to 
himfelf, and his office of perpetual cenfor 

As it was common for the fenators to depart from the 
prefent debate, and offer, as their advice, whatever they 
judged conducive to the public welfare, Lucius Pifo; who 
ftill retained the ancient Roman fpirit, and declared his len- 
timents with great freedom, after having bitterly inye^hed 
againfl: the corruptions of the ftate, particularly againit the 
peftilent purfuits of the informers, who were daily arraign- 
ing and accufing all degrees of men, proiefted, that he was 
refolved to leave Rome, and live in fome quiet and diltant 
corner of the country. He went out of the fenate ; ut 
Tiberius, though highly provoked, fmothered his refent- 
ment, and, following Pifo, endeavoured to footh him with 
kind entreaties : he even condefeended to folicit his rela- 

^ Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. 33, 34 * ^ Tacit. Anna), lib. 11. 
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tions to divert him with their prayers and authority from 
the refoiution he had taken ; and they prevailed. Pifo, not 
long after, gave another inftance of a fpirit truly Roman, 
in filing, for a debt, one Urgulania, a woman of diflinc- 
tion, placed by the favour of Livia above the laws. Pifo 
fummoned her to appear before the prtetor ; but fhe, def- 
pifing the citation, fled for refuge to the palace ; whence 
Pifo would have carried her by force before the proetor, not- 
withflanding the complaints of Livia, had not Tiberius, to 
prevent dilturbances, obliged her to comply, and at the 
fame time promifed, in civility to his mother, to attend the 
trial, and affift her favourite. On the day appointed for 
the decifion of the caufe, the emperor left the palace, or- 
dering his guards to follow him at a diftance ; but walked 
fo flow, tlnit before he reached the forum the trial was over, 
and Urgulania adjudged to pay the fum claimed by Pifo. 
The money was imraediately advanced by Livia, who, hud- 
ing Pifo inflexible, and the emperor not inclined to oppofe 
him, was glad to redeem her favourite from the profeemion » 
of fuch a bold and refolute creditor ® (U), • 

The behaviour of 'Tiberius on this occafjon was highly 
applauded by the Roman people, as was alfo his gencrofity 
at this time towards fpme ncccffitous fenators, whom he en- 
abled to live fuitable to their rank. 

This year a flave of Pollhurnus Agrippa, named Cle- 
mens, would have raifed great cllflurbances in the itatc, and 
kindled a civil war in the bowels of Italy, had he not been 
^imely prevented. As he was nearly of the fime age with 
his lale mafter, and not unlike him in his perfon, he took 
upon him his name, and caufed it to be reported in all parts 
by his emifliiries and alTociatcs, that Agrippa was ftill alive. 
This report raifed great tumults in many cities of Italy, and 
brought over to the pretended Agrippa numbers of people, 
fuch as are ever fond of public difturbances and changes. 

It was even credited at Rome, and his fuppofed arrival at 
Oftia privately celebrated in the city by many people. 1’i- 
berius, informed by his emiflaries of all that had pafled, 
was long in fufpence whether he (hould order his troops to 
march againfl; the audacious flave, or fuffer the impolturc 


Tacit. & Dio, ibid, 

(U) Tacitus tells us, that the her at her own houfe, though It 
power cf Urgulania was fo had been always ufual, even tor 
great, that {he difdamed to ap- the Veftal virgins, to attend the 
pear as a Witnefs in a certain forum, and courts of juilice, 
caufe before the fenajre^ fo thaf whenever their evidence was 
a praetor was fent to examine required. 


to 
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to v^inifli of itfcif. On one band, he was afhamed to be^ 
tray any fear of a vile Have ; and, on the other, he appre- 
hended the danger which might arife from the credulity of 
the people, if they were not foon undeceived. In this per- 
plexity he committed the whole affair to Salluftius Crilpus, 
whom he had employed to difpatch Agrippa. 

Crifpus chpfe two of his clients, or, as forne write, two 
foldiers, in whom he could confide, and fent them to the 
fuf^ofed Agrippa with a confidcrable fum, diredling them 
to feign, that they believed him to be the true giandfon of 
Auguftus, to prefent him with the money, and to pretend 
a great zeal for his caufe. They executed his orders with 
great addrefs, and, finding that Clemens repo fed in them 
an entire confidence, they privately affembled a proper band 
of men, feized arid g'^gged him while his guards were Heisfeized 
afleep, and carried him without noife to the palace. When h ^ 
he was brought before Tiberius, the emperor alked him, 

How he was become Agrippa “ Juft as you became anadi/- 
Caefar,” anfwered Clemens. Though Tiberius had him patched 
whf)lly in his power, yet fo great was his fear or policy, prwaulj. 
that he did not execute him publicly, but ordered him to 
be difpatched in a fecret part of the palace, and his body 
to be privately conveyed away ; and though many of the 
emperor’s houfliold, and even knights and fenators, wert 
faid to have aflifted and fupported him with their counfels 
and fortunes, yet no farth^ir enquiry was made after his ac- 
complices ^ 

Germanicus arriving, with his wife and children in the Germani- 
capita], was received by Tiberius with all pollible marks of c us how 
friendfhip and affedion ; he congratulated him on his paft 
dangers, feemed highly pleafed with his condiuft, extolled 
his exploits, and, with the deepeft diffimulation, com- 
mended him to the fenate, as well deferving the greateft 
honours it was in their power to confer. A triumph was tru 
decreed him, in the confulate of Caecilius Ilufus, and Lu- umpks, 
cius Pomponius Flaccus, on the twenty-hxtb day of May, 
over the Catti, the Angrivarii, the Cherufei, and all the 
German nations between the Rhine and the A Ibis, or che 
Elbe. The triumph, an honour now very uncommon, 
was performed with extraordinary magnificence. Before 
the triumphal chariot were carried reprefentations of moun- 
tains, rivers, and battles, and an incredible number of cap- 
tives loaded with chains, among whom were many of the 
German chiefs, 'and the wife of Arminius, carrying in her 

, ^ Tacit, Anna). lib« )i* cap* 40. Vlo, lib. Ivii. p. 613. Suet* 
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arms h^r infant fon. But what above all enhanced the /a- 
tisfaflion of the beholders, was the extraordinary graccful- 
nefs of Germanicus^s perfon, and his chariot filled with his 
five children, Nero, Drufus, and Caius, and his two daugh- 
ters, Agrippina and Drufilla. Tiberius, to render the fo- 
lemnity more complete, and the joy of the people more uni- 
verfal, difiributed among them, in the name of Gcrmani- 
CU8, a large fum, three hundred fcftcrces a man, and 
named himfelf bis colleague in the confnifhip for the enfu- 
ing year s. 

Notwithftanding all thefe demonftrations of kindnefs and 
afFe£l;ion, the people ftill fufpe£ted his fincerity; and their 
joy wus greatly allayed by the melancholy refle£lians, that 
popular favour had proved fatal to his father Drufus ; that 
his uncle Marcellus was fnatched from the people, who 
adored him, in the flower of his youth ; and that the fa- 
vourites of the Roman people had ever been unfortunate, 
and (hort-lived. Indeed, their fears were not ill-grounded : 
for Tiberius, jealous of the glory of the young prince, and 
the high favour he was in both with the people and #bl- 
diery, was already refolved on his deftru6Iion* A favour- 
able opportunity foon offered, or rather was craftily framed 
by Tiberius, for removing from Rome the darling of the 
people. Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, had many years 
before incurred his difpleafure, by ncgledling to pay pro- 
per attention to him, during his retirement at Rhodes. This 
contemptuous omiflion the revengeful emperor i*emember- 
cd ; and therefore having enticed the king to Rome, by 
means of letters from his mother Livia, promifing him his 
pardon, provided he came in perfon to implore it, he not 
only received him with great haughtinefs, but caufed him to 
be accufed as a criminal in the fenate. As the crimes laid 
to his charge evidently appeared to be mere fi£lions, he was, 
by the confeript fathers, declared innocent; but the unhappy 
prince, not able to brook fuch treatment, fopn after either 
died of grief, or laid violent hands on himfelf, after having 
reigned fifty years Some time after, Cappadocia was re- 
duced to a Roman province, a circumftance which enabled 
Tiberius to al>ate the tax of one in the hundred upon all 
vendible goods, and reduce it to one in the two hundred ; 
which relief, however, the people did not long enjoy ^ At 
the fame time died Antiochus, king of Comagene, and Phi- 
lopater, king of Cilicia ; events which occafioned great 

rTac. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 41. Strab, lib. vii. p. «9», *9«. Tac* 
Ann. lib. ii. cap. 4a. Dio, lib. tvii.p. 61 Jofeph* Anciq. lib. xvii. 
cap. 15. r Qio, lib. lix, 
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dtfturbances in thofe countries, feme of the natives beins 
for the Roman government, and others for a king of their 
own. The provinces too of Syria and Judaea, being over- 
loaded with taxes, applied to the emperor and fenate for 
relief . Neither was Parthia without troubles; that war- 
like nation having driven out Vonones, whom they had 
demanded of Auguftus for their king, placed in Iiis room, 
on the throne, Artabanes, a prince of the family of the 
Arfaadw, but at that time, according to Jofephus, king of 
he Medcs . fhefe diftuibances and commotions in the Difiurh. 
Eaft proved very favourable to the wicked defigns of Tibe- JeU 
rius, who reprefented to the fenate, that they could not be 
fettled but by the wifdora and abilities of Germanicus. 

He obferved, that he himfelf was in the decline of his 
age, and his fon Drufus not yet ripe for fuch important 
undertakings. ^ 

In confequence of thefe hints all the provinces of the Eaft Tht Eaf- 
were readily decreed to Germanicus, and a greater power ternprL 
was conferred on him than had been given to any governor Jtm 
fiuce the time of Porapey the Great. To balance and re- 
ftrain the extraordinary authority with which he was vefted, ■ 

.Tiberius had already removed from the government of Sy- 
ria Creticus Silanus, whofe daughter was betrothed to Nero, 
the cldeft fon of Germanicus, and placed in his room 
Cneius Pifo(X), a man of a moft violent and untraaable Pifotn- 
temper, and to fuch a degree dated with the nobility and ftrredtt 
wealth of his wife Plancina (Y), that he fcarce yielded to 
Tiberius, and defpifed Drufus and Germanicus as perfons 
beneath his rank. He w'as, in every refpea, the moft pro- 
per perfon in Rome to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which 
he was chiefly chofen. His wife Plancina, who was Hill 
more haughty than her hufband, had fecret inftruaions 
from Livia to exert her fpirit, and, by all manner of in- 
dignities, profecute and infult Agrippina ". Before Ger- 


cap. 42, 43. jofeph, Antiq. lib. xviri. cap. 3. 
jofeph. ibid. m Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 


Tac. Ann. lib. ii 
Tacit, ibid. cap. 42. 
cap. 53^58. 

(X) Cneius Plfo was the fon 
of Cneius Calpurniiis Pifo, who 
*8 we have related above, main- 
tained, with great intrepidity, 
the republican party againtt Ju- 
hus Caifar, in Africa. After- 
wards he joined Brutus and Caf- 
; but after the battle of 
Philippi^ was allowed to return 
*0 iConie, where he lefufcd to 


fuc for any public offices, chuf- 
ing to live in retirement, till 
Auguftus prevailed upon him 
to accept the confuhhip. 

(Y) Plancina was either the 
daughter, or the niece, of the 
famous Munatius Plancus, of 
whom we have fpoken in fcvcral 
parts of this work. 
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rnanicus left Rome, Drufus was fent into Illyricurfi, occa** 
fioncd by a bloody war between Maroboduus, king of the 
Suevians, Marcomannians, and Longobards, on one fidCf 
and the Cherufeans on the other, headed by the brave Ar- 
minius. Maroboduus was overcome, and obliged to retire 
into the country of the Marcomannians, whence he fent 
ambafladors to Tiberius imploring his afTiftance. The em- 
peror anfv^ered, that it was very furprifing he fhould r^cur 
to the Romans, and beg their aid againll the Cherufeans, 
fince he had feni none to them while they were waging war 
with the fame enemy. However, he embraced this oppor- 
tunity to remove from Rome his fon Drufus, who feenied 
too fond of the gaitics of the city, to enure him to the toils 
of the camp, and procure him the afFe 61 :ions of the foldiery 

This year was remarkable for one of the moil dreadful 
earthquakes recorded in hiltory (Z) ; and Tiberius fliewed, 
on this great calamity, a fpirit truly generous, and worthy 
of a perfon in his exalted Ration ; for he not only remitted 
the inhabitants of the ruined cities their taxes for five years, 
butprefented them with large fums'to rebuild their habita- 
tions. do the iSardians, who had fuffered mofl, he fent a 
hundred thoufand great fcfterces, and to the reft relief pro- 
portionable to their Ioffes; he immediately difpatched into 
Alia, Marcius Aletus, a fenator, who had been praetor, 
to view the defolations on the fpot, and make good the lofles 
of every particular ; for he was truly liberal, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, on proper occafions ; a good quality which he long 
retaincal, after he had utterly abandoned ail other virtues. 
The inhabitants of the cities thus rebuilt, and, by the libe- 
ralities of Tiberius, reftored to their former iplendor, erect- 
ed to their common benefadlor a coloflus in the Roman 
forum, furrounded with the ftatues of their twelve cities, 
as a lafUng monument of the prince’s generofity and their 
gratitude 

The reputation which Tiberius acquired by this noble 
bounty to the public, was greatly enhanced by his private 
liberalities; for the eftate of a w^ealthy freedwoman,by name 
.Emilia Mufa, who died this y^ar inteftate, being claimed 
by the treafury. the emperor gencroufly yielded it to one 
.ffimilius liCpidus, to whofe family flic was diftantly related. 

» Tacit. Anna), lib. ;i. cap. 44 — 46. Idem ibid. cap. 47. 

Dio, lib. Jvii. p. 614. Phltg. Mir. cap. 13, 

(Z) Twelve famous cities of thene, Hierocaefarea, 

Afia were overturned by it ; to Philadelphia, Tmolns, Tern- 
wit, Sardis, Magnefia, at the nus, CymeorCumse, Myrina, 
foot of Mount Slpylus, Mof- Apolloniib andHyrcania. 
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the fame difintereftednefs he furrcndered to Marcus 
Servilius the whole inheritance of Patuleius, a rich Roman 
knight, though part of it had been bequeathed to bimfeit. 
Neither could he ever be prevailed upon to accept legacies, 
but from his intimate friends, utteily rejediRng’ the inherit- 
ances of fucli as were lhangers to him, or from hatred to 
their relations appointed him their heir. His bounties 
were) in- general, \^c^l placed; for, as lie readily relieved 
fuch fenators as were by misforiitnes reduced to poverty, fo 
he excluded, wiihout pity, from the fenate, thofe who had 
wantonly fquandcred their ellatcsin luxury and debauchery. 
I'lie applaufe Tiberius gained by his public and private 
bounties, was counterbalanced by the countenance he gave 
to informations and airaignments upon the law of violated 
inajeily. Informers multiplied daily, thcfjnrit of accufnig 
grew common, and the dread of it univcrfal. 

Apuleia Varilia, grand-niece to Augulhis, byhls fifler (A), 
was accufed by one of that infamous profclhon, of having 
. reviled the deilied Auguftus, Tiberius, and his mother Li- 
via^ and of having dilhonourcd with adultery the blood of 
the Csefars 5 a crime which, according to the condru6lion 
Auguftus had put upon the law of majefty, was high trea- 
fon. Tiberius admitted the accufation, but ftrewed great 
moderation in the profecution of the accufed ; for as to the 
adultery, he faid, that fiuiicient punifhmcnts had been al- 
ready appointed for that crime by the Julian law: which 
was implicitly declaring, that it did not fall under the lav/ 
of treafon. As to the other crimes, he dcfircd they might 
bt diftinguiftied : If Apuleia (hddhe) has uttered impious 
fpeeches againft the deified Auguftus, llie mult be condemn- 
ed ; but for her inveeftives againft me I will not fuffer her 
to be called to any account.” “ But fhe has bad the impu- 
dence to attack the reputation of your mother, replied o! ,c 
of the confuls. lo this remark Tiberiu.s returned no 
anfwcr then ; but the next time the fenate met, he intreat- 
ed, in his mother’s name, that the words fpoken againft her 
might not be conftrued into treafon. She was therefore 
tried only upon the words fpoken againft Auguftus, and 
found guilty, but pardoned by Tiberius, who likewife beg- 
ged a mitigation of her punifhment for adultery : fo that in- 
ftead of undergoing the fevere punifhments inflicTed on that 
crime by the Julian law, fhe was only removed two hun- 

(A) Auguftus had two lifters, docs not inform us ; neither do 
ti'tmely, Odlavia Major And we know of any writer w^ 
' Minor ; but by which mentions the marriage or off- 
of thefc Apuleia Varilia was fpring of O^avia Minor, 
grand-niece to Auguftus, hillory 
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dred miles frdfh Rome ; but Manlius, who had debattclted. 
her, was bamlhed Italy and Africa P. 

This fame year Taefarinas, a native of Numidia, who 
had ferved among the Roman auxiliaries, having drawn his 
countrymen, and thd neighbouring nations, into a revolt, 
was defeated in a pitched battle by Furius Camillus, pro- 
conful of Africa, who, till that time, had paflTed for a man 
quite unacquainted with the art of war. For this victory, 
which Camillus gained with one legion, and a fm all body 
of auxiliaries, a handful of men when compared with the 
troops of the enemy, the enfigns of triumph were by the fe- 
nate decreed to the conqueror : which honour, fays the hif- 
torian, did not prove fatal to him, becaiife he was a man 
of extraordinary modefty, and chofe to live in retirement 

Towards the end of the year Germanicus, leaving Rome, 
fet out for the Levant with his wife Agrippina, and his foil 
Caius, furnnmed Caligula. After a long and dangerous paL 
fage, both in the Adriatic and Ionian feas, he arrived in 
Dalmatia, whither he had firft fleered his courfc, to vifit ' 
his brother Drufus, who, as we have related above, fiad 
been fent into that country. In the mean time Pifo, and 
his wife Plancina, haftening to the execution of their wick- 
ed defigns, left Rome, and, arriving at Athens, gave there 
the firft. proof of their hatred to Germanicus ; for Pifo, in 
a fpeech to the inhabitants, abufed them in a mofl outrage- 
ous manner, not without an indire£l cenfure upon Germa- 
nicus, for having debafed the dignity of the Roman name, 
in paying an excefTive regard not to the Athenians, whofe 
race was long fince extinft, but to a mixed breed of different 
nations. Pifo did not remain long at Athens ; but being 
in hafte to reach Syria before Germanicus, left the metro- 
polis of Attica, and taking the fhorteft courfe, though the 
lead fafe, failed through the Cyclades, and appeared off 
Rhodes, foon after Germanicus bad landed in that harbour. 
Being overtaken by a violent llorm before he could enter 

P Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 49, 50. f Idem. ibid. cap. 


(B) This year died, accord- 
ing to Eurebius(i), Ovid, at 
Tomos in Pontus ; and accord- 
ing to St. Jerom (2), the fa- 
ii-Kius hiftorian Livy, at Padua, 
his native city. We are told, 
that Li via had defigned the lat- 
ter as preceptor to Claudius, 


the younger brother of Germa- 
nicus I but he was prevented 
by death from enjoying that ho- 
nour. He was the laft of thofc 
illuftrious writers who adorned 
the court of Auguflus, and will 
render his age ever memor- 
able. 


(1) Eufeb. in Chroo. 


&}Hler* in Chron, 
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the port, he was driven upon rocks, and muft have inevtf- 
ably perifhed, had not Gemianicus, though already inform- 
ed of the invetlives Pifo had uttered againft him at Athens, 
difpatchcd gallies to refcuchim from the wreck. This kiiid- 
nefs and humanity made no imprcflion upon Pilo, who hav- 
ing ftaid but one day with his benefa<3:of, put to fea again, 
in order to arrive in Syria before him. He no fooner reach- 
ed his province, than he began to bribe the common foldiers 
by bounties and carefles, to form factions among the troops, 
to remove the ancient centurions and tribunes, and place 
in their room his own creatures. He permitted the foldiery 
cither to live quite idle in the camp, or to ramble about, 
and commit, with impunity, all manner of diforders in the 
villages and cities. By this criminal indulgence Pifo won 
the hearts of the diforderly multitude to fuch a degree, th;it 
he was by them honoured with the title of father of the 
legions 

On the other hand Plancina, forgetting the modefty pe- 
• cuUar to her fex, appeared often on horfeback, airiffed at 
the^eviews, and was not alhamed to be fecn at the public 
cxercifcs and military evolutions. On thefe occafions Ihe 
uttered reproachful and injurious reflexions on the cond lift 
of Germanicus and Agrippina, in order to prejudice the 
minds of the foldiery againft them. The officers were pri- 
vately told, that their paying court to Germanicus and his 
wife would not recommend" them to the favour of Tiberius. 
Though thefe proceedings were well knovai to the young 
prince, yet overlooking the unaccountable behaviour of Pifo 
and Plancina, in purfuit of the glorious ends of his expedi- 
tion, he haftened into Armenia, where, with the approba- 
tion of the nobility in a great affembly, he placed the dia- 
dem upon the head of Zeno, the fon of Polemon, king of 
Pontus, a friend and ally of the Romans. From Armenia he 
proceeded firll to Cappadocia, and then to Comagcnc, both 
which kingdoms he rcduCfed to Roman provinces, appoint- 
ing Qjaintus Veranius governor of tlic former, and (^intus 
bervseus of the latter. The pleafure which Germanicus re- 
ceived from thus fuccefsfully fettling the affairs of the allies, 
Was greatly allayed by the proud and haughty behaviour of 
Pifo, who being commanded either to lead in perfon, or to 
fend, under the conduft of his fon, part of the legions into 
Armenia, contemptuoufly negleftcd to do either. At lafl 
they met at Cyrrum, a city of Syria, and there had an in- 
terview, to which Germanicus admitted only a few of his 
intimate friends. He reproached the prefideut of Syria 

* Tacit. Aniii Mb. ih cajpr 
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with his ftrangc conduQ: arid haughty behaviour, and charge 
cd him, his wife, and their fons, with many imputations* 

Pifo affedled furprize ; but, at the fame time, betrayed, 
even in fubmitting to Germanicus, as his fuperior, great 
fcorn and contempt ; fo that they parted declared enemies. 
Thenceforth Pifo feldom appeared at the public alTemblies 
where Germanicus prefided, or if he did, it was only to con- 
tradidf his propofals. At a grand entertainment made by 
the king of the Nabatheans (C), golden crowns of great 
weight being prefented to Germanicus and Agrippina, and 
fuch as were much lighter to Pifo, and the reft of theguefts, 
the haughty Pifo, offended at this didindlion, with an air 
of contempt, threw his away, and uttering many invedlives 
againft luxury, withdrew, with thefe words : Rome ab- 
hors fuch fcandalous luxury : 1 thought I had been invited 
to a banquet made for the fonof a Roman prince, not of a 
Parthian king.” Germanicus - was highly incenfed at this 
infult ; but the natural fweetnefs of his temper getting the 
better of his refentment, he took no notice of fuch provok- 
ing behaviour , 

At this period amb^ifladors arrived from Artabanus, king 
of the Parthians, to renew the ancient alliance between the 
two empires, and intreat Germanicus, in their mafter^s 
name, to remove Venones, who had been lately driven 
from the throne, out of Syria, left he fhould find means, 
being fo near to Parthia, to raife difturbances in that king- 
dom. Germanicus renewed the ancient alliance, and re- 
moved Venones to Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of Cilicia, 
not fo much in compliance with the requeft of Artabanus, 
as to feparate him from Pifo, with whom be was in high 
favour, procured by many prefents, and much adulation 
offered to his wife Plancina 

Marcus Junius Silanus and Lucius Norbanus being con- 
fuls, Germanicus travelled into Egypt, to view the rarities 
and antiquities of that famous country. His journey proved 
very beneficial to the inhabitants, whom he relieved from 
a great famine, caufing the granaries to be cvery-wherc open- 
ed, and the price of corn to be low^ered. He did not ima- 
gine that the prohibition made by Auguftus extended 'to 
him j but ncvcrthelefs, the jealous emperor, in a letter, 


•Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 53—53. 

(C) The country of the Na- 
batheans extended, according 
to St. Jerom, from the Eu- 
phrates to the Red Sea ; fothat 
It comprehended Arabia De- 


« Idem ibid, cap, 5S--59* 

ferta, and great part of Arabia 
Petrsea. The metropolis of the 
Nabatheans was the city of Pe- 
tra, which gave its name to 
Arabia Petrsea* 

cenfured 
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cenfured him with great feverity, for prefuming to enter Maroho’ 

' into that province, when Auguftus had ftridiy forbidden all duus expeU 
fenators, and Roman knights of any figure, to travel thither ^^dhh do* 
without fpecial licence While Germanicus pafled the 
fummer agreeably in Egypt, Drufus was bufy in fowing 
feuds among the Germans; intrigues in which he was le- tuaida, 
markably fuccefsfuL Maroboduus, king of the Suevians, 
whofe power Rome dreaded, was this year driven out of 
his dominions, and obliged to pafs the laft eighteen years 
of his life at Ravenna in Italy. Catualda, whom Drufus 
had excited againft him, had the fame fate ; and recurring 
to the Romans for protedlion, was conveyed by them to 
Forum Julium, now Frejus, a colony in Narbonne Gaul. 

As both thefe chiefs were followed by great numbers of 
their countrymen, Tiberius, fearing they might dilturb the 
quiet of the provinces, gave them fettlements beyond the 
Danube, between the rivers Cufus and Marus, now^ the 
Wag and the March, on the frontiers of Moravia, appoint- 
,ing for their king one Vannius, by nation a Quadian (D), 

W’h© reigned over them thirty years ; but was expelled in 
the reign of Claudius'^. 

With the fame policy Tiberius enticed to Rome, Rhefeu- 
poris, a petty king of Thrace, who having murdered Corys 
his nephew, had feized on that part of the kingdom which 
had I)een beftowed upon him by Auguftus. To deceive 
Rhefeuporis, Tiberius employed Pomponius Flaccus, whom 
he preferred to the government of Moefia, as being one of Tiberius. 
the king’s intimate friends, and therefore better qualified 
to betray him : nor was he difappointed in his aim. Pom- 
ponius inveigled him into the Roman dominions, and then 
fent him under a ftrong guard to Rome, where he was ac- 
cufed before the fenate by the widow of Cotys, and banifh- 
ed to Alexandria, where he was flain in attempting to make 
his efcape. This part of Thrace was divided between Rhe- 
metalces, the fon of Rhefeuporis, and the fops of Cotys ; 
but the latter being minors, Trebellienus Rufus was ap- 
pointed governor of their fhare *. About this time Ve- 
nones, who had been removed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia, 
attempting to cfcape, was aflaffinated by one Remmius, a 
veteran, to whofe cuftody he had been committed. 

** Tacit, lib. ii. cap. 59. Suet, in Tiber, cap, 5. Plin. lib. ii. cap. 

^ 87. w Tacit, ibid. cap. 62, 63, * Tacit, ibid. cap. 64-67. 

(D) The country of the they extended their confines to 
Qufldi was at firft bounded by the Sarmatian mountains in the 
Bohemia, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of Erlaw, in 
river March; but afterwards Hungary. 
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GermanicuSi having fatisfied bis curiofity with viewifig. 
all the rarities and antiquities of Egypt, left that kingdom, 
and returned to Syria, where, to his great furprize, he found 
all the regulations he had made utterly abolilhed, and the 
orders he had left with the legions wholly neglected. No 
longer able to bear fuch infults, he reproached Pifo in 
very fevere terms, which, notwithftanding his natural bold- 
nefs, heightened by the confidence he placed in the protec- 
tion of Tiberius, fo frightened him, that he refolved to leave 
Syria, and abandon his government; but while he was 
making the neceflary preparations for his departure, Ger- 
maniciis being taken ill, he thought it advifeablc to wait 
the iflue of the diflemper. The prince foon recovered, and, 
as he was univerfally adored, his recovery was celebrated at 
Antioch, where he then was, with public vows, facrifices, 
and all poflible demonftrations of the moft fincere and unaf- 
felled joy* 

Soon after Pifo’s departure from Antioch, Germanicus 
relapfed; and his perfuafion that Pifo had caufed him tO' 
be poifoned, heightened the violence of the difterriper. 
Some of his domeftics too had the imprudence to tell him, 
that on the floors and walls of his houfe had been found 
bones of human bodies taken out of the graves, alhes mixed 
with blood, charms, incantations, and the name of Gcr- 
maiiicus engraved on fheets of lead. Thefe reports, and 
the frequent vifits of perfons, who were fuppofed to be Pi- 
fo's creatures, and to have been fent by him to watch the 
progrefs of the malady, redoubled the young prince’s anxiety 
and apprehenfions. If my houfe (faid he) is thus befet 
by treacherous friends in my life-time, what will become 
after my death of my unhappy wife, of rtiy little children ? 
Pifo, impatient to command alone the legions, to govern 
alone the province, thought poifon too flow in its opera- 
tion, and therefore had recourfe to charms and incanta- 
tions.” In tlie height of the refentment, which thefe re- 
flexions raifed in his mind, he wrote a letter to Pifo, ut- 
terly renouncing his friendlhip, according to the cuftom 
which obtained among the Romans. Some authors add, 
that he commanded him to depart the province; and tifet 
Pifo foon after put to fea, but kept hovering upon the coaft, 
that he might return the fooner, fhould the government of 
Syria become vaefant by the death of Germanicus. 

The violence of the malady abating, the young prince’s 
friends began to entertain fome hopes of his recovery : but 
(hort-lived was their joy ; a fudden rclapfe threw them into 
defpair. Germanicus, finding his end approached, fent for 
his friends, and fpoke to this effeX ; ‘‘ Were I to die a na- 
tural 
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^ rural death, yet ihould I have juft caufe to complain of the 
gods for thus fnatching me from my. relations, my children, /o /«j 
and my country, in the flower of my age : but being thus 
brought to an untimely end by the malignity of Pilb and 
his wife, the laft favour I beg of you, my faithful friends, 
is, that you acquaint my father and brother with what 
perfecutions I end a moft miferable life by a moft inglorious 
death* My relations, dependents, and even thofe bom 
envy provoked againft me while living, willbew^ail iny mis- 
fortune and hard fate, in thus falling by the perfidious 
arts and treachery of a woman, after iiaving efcaped fo many 
dangers in war, and furvived fomany battles. It is a duty 
incumbent upon you, my faithful friends, to do fomething 
more than to commemorate my death with ufcicfs tears ; it 
is the principal office of a true friend to remember the 
wifltes of thofe with whom they lived in friend fliip, and 
fulfil their laft defires : if therefore you loved me rather than 
my fortune, you will revenge ray death, you will complain 
to the fenate, and profecute the authors of my misfortunes 
as ^ur laws dire6f. Shew to the Roman people my wife, 
the grand-daughter of Auguftus ; lliew them our fix chil- 
dren (E). This fight will move the fathers to compaffion, 
which will prove favourable to you who accufe ; and the 
accufed, if they pretend wicked commands, either will not 
be believed, or not pardoned.’^ His friends, bathed in 
tears, taking the dying prince by the hand, fwore, that they 
would fooner lofe their lives than iiegledl: his dying requeft. 

Then turning to his wife, he conjured her by his memory, Hu aJ<vhe 
by their common children, and all the bonds of nuptial to Agrippi- 
love, that (he w^ould check her lofty fpirit, and yield to the 
cruel Ihocks of fortune, left, on her return to the city, fhc 
fhould, by unfeafonable competition, provoke thofe who 
were more powerful than herfclf. 

Other advices he imparted to her in fecrct : whence it w as 
coujediured, that they related to Tiberius, exboi ting her 
to be upon her guard againft his artifices. However, that 

(E) Germanicus had b}" A- One of the Tons that died was 
grippina nine children ; Nero, fo beautiful a child, ib »t Liyia 
Drui'us, Caius furnamed Cali- had caufed him to be pa;nted lu 
gula, three other Tons, wdio died the habit of Cupid, and coufe- 
infants, and three daughters, crated the picture in the temple 
born lucceffively in the fpace of of Venus Capitolina ; whence 
three years, Agrippina, the mo- it was removed to AuguUu.'* s 
ther of Nero, Drufilla, and Li- chamber, who ufed conftantly 
villa, commonly called Julia, to kifs it when he came in (3). 

(3} Suet, in Calig. cap. 7. 
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be, thefe Words were his laft 5 for he had fcarce done fpeak- « 
ing, when he fainted away, and foon after expired, to the 
inexpreffible grief of the province, and all the neighbour-^ 
ing countries. His funeral was performed without any 
pomp, and his body, before it was burnt, expofed naked 
in the forum of Antioch, where the funeral pile was creft- 
ed y (F). The afhes of the deceafed prince were carefully 
preferved by his wife Agrippina, and inclofed in an urn, 
in order to be conveyed to Rome. 

Such was the end of the renowned Germanicus Csefar, in 
the thirty-'fourth year of his age ; a prince no lets famous 
for his military prowefs than his other extraordinary ac- 
complifhments. The Roman people had fo great a venera- 
tion for his rare talents and eminent qualities, that they 
were not afraid openly to declare on feveral occafions, that 
fmee the time of Scipio Africanus, the gods had not blefled 
Rome with fuch a citizen. He was, fays Tacitus, alike 
venerable, whether you faw him or heard him ; and with- 
out ever betraying the lead arrogance or pride, yet fup- ' 
ported the dignity of his high Ration, His complaifancfe to 
all, his humanity even to his enemies, his clemency, mo- 
deration, and engaging behaviour, won him the hearts not 
only of the Roman people, but of the Barbarians, who, 
though enemies to Rome, yet could not refrain from (bed- 
ding tears on the death of Germanicus. Some of them at 
war with one another, and even with Rome, forbore hofli- 
llties for fome time, to bewail fo great, fo general a lofs. 
Some of their princes cut off their beards, and (haved their 
wives heads ', lignals among them of the deeped forrow. 
The proud monarch of the Parthians denied himfelf for 
fome time the pleafure of the chace, without appearing at 
the ordinary entertainments given by the princes and lords 
of his court; which was a token of grief, like the flnitting 
of the courts of judice among the Romans, and never ufed 
but upon fome very extraordinary difader. The people of 
Antioch carried their grief to impiety; for, hearing that 
Germanicus was dead, in the tranfport of their forrow, they 
threw ftones at their temples, overturned their altars, and 
flung contemptucufly their houfhold gods out of doors; 
fume of them, in the height of their grief and indignation, 
expofed and forfook their new-born children *. 


y Tacit. Ann. Jib, ii. cap. 83. 

(F) Tacitus tells us, that it 
remained unce«'ta 5 ii whether any 
narks of poifon appeared on 
ihe body, the j>ebple, who faw 


a Suet. lib. iv, cap. 5. 

it, giving oppofite accounts, ns 
they pitied Germanicus, or fa- 
voured' Pifo. 
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It is more cafy to conceive than exprefs the confiernation T^egrrqf 
virhich the news of his death occalioned in Rome, where he 
was adored by all ranks of men (G). The firft account of ^ 
his illnefs alarmed the whole city 5 but while they were im- ^ 
patiently waiting between hope and fear for farther intel- 
ligence, in the evening a report was unaccountably fpread, 
that he was recovered, and in good health. In confequeiice 
of this information, the people, in a tranfport of joy, flew 
to the Capitol with vidlims and facrifices, impatient to dif- 
charge the vows they had made for his recovery, liberins, 
awaked out of his fleep with the noife of their mutual con- 
gratulations, and loud fhouts of joy, had the mortification 
to hear the following words echoed in every ftreet, “ Salva 
Roma, falva patria, falvus Germanicus; Rome is fafe, our 
country is fafe, fince Germanicus is fafe.** But their joy 
was foon turned into the deepell forrow; certain intelli- 
gence of his death arriving the next day, nothing w'as heard 
in the flreets, nothing in the houfes, but figbs, outcries, la- 
mentations, and complaints. Without any orders from the 
prfhcc or fenate, all the courts of jufticei the lioufcs of the 
citizens, and (hops, were Riut> and the moft frequented 
flreets left as folitary as a clefert. The emperor, by fevcral 
edicts, endeavoured to reftrain thefe public expreffions of 
grief; but even the moft cautious, not able to moderate their 
forrow, notwithanding all his cdi£ts, continued to mourn, 
though invited by the feftivals of December to nnrih aud 
jollity His death was the more regretted, as he was coni- 
monly fuppofed to have been poifoned by Pifo at the initi- 
gation of Tiberius and Livia, the only tw o pcifons m the 
whole Roman empire, fays Dio**, who were not a e e 
with fo great, fo general a lofs (H). 


» Suet, in Calig. cap. 6. 

(G) He was to fuch a de- 
gree beloved by the people, fays 
Suetonius, not only ot Rome, 
but in the provinces, that when 
he departed or arrived at any 
place, fuch crouds attended him, 
that he was often in danger of 
being ft i fled in the throng. 

(H) Germanicus was not only 
an excellent commander, but 
an eloquent orator, and, if Ovid 
did not flatter him, one of the 
Jbeft poets of his age (i). He 

(1) Ovid. Faft. lib. 1. vcr. 


h Dio, Jib. Ivii.p. 615. 

expreflTed his thoughts with 
great eafe ami elegance both in 
Greek and Latin^ and pleade^d 
fevcral caufes with extraordi- 
nary applaufe (5). He gave a 
fpecimen of his tafte for poetry 
in fome Greek comedies, whic h, 
as he was thorough mafler of 
that language, he wrote and 
pubhfticd. S. Jerom and^^ 
tantius tell us, that he tranliaTCd 
into Latin a treatile of 
nomy, written ongmally m 

(z) Suet. 5 bid» cap 3* 
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The government of Syria being vacant by the death of 
Germanicus, and flight of Pifo, the lieutenants of the le-» 
gions, and fenators, who were* at Antioch, committed the 
adminiftration of the province to Cneius Sentius, who im- 
mediately feized and fent to Rome one Martina, a woman in- 
famous in that province for poifoning, and greatly cherifhed 
by Plancina* Pifo being overtaken at the ifland of Cos by a 
meflenger, acquainting him with the death of Germanicus, 
caufed victims to be publicly flain, and repaired with 
thankfgiving to the temples for fo fignal a favour. His 
wife Plancina exprefled her joy in a manner more arrogant 
and infulting ; for fhe no fooner heard that Germanicus 
was dead, than, throwing off her mourning, which die wore 
for the death of her After, ftie appeared in a drefs adapted 
to gaiety and mirth. The centurions of the army, which 
Pifo had commanded in Syria, flocked to him, declaring, 
that the legions were ready to receive, and reinftate him in 
the government, of which he had been injurioufly deprived. 
Pifo fummoned his friends, to confult what meafures ought 
to be purfued, w hether he (hould go wdth all fpeed to Rome, 
or return to Syria. His fon Marcus Pifo was inclined to 
the former meafure; but Domitius Celer, an intimate 
friend of Pifo, declared for the latter, and prevailed. As 
Pifo was apprifed, that Sentius would oppofe him, and by 
his oppofiiioii kindle a civil war in Syria, he, in order to 
engage 'ribciius in his favour, tranfmitted a letter ro him, 
filie.il with invedl:ive.s againft the conducl, luxury, and pride 
of Germanicus ; he enlarged on the injufticc the young 
prince f.ad committed in forcing him from his govern- 
ment; and concluded with acquainting the emperor, that 
he was preparing to return to his province, and refume 
with Ills ft-rmer loyalty the. care of the army. In the mean 
time, he fent Domitius Celer before him into Syria; and 
having formed into companies the deferters, who flocked to 
him from all parts, and the fervants v/ho attended the 
camp, he failed over to the continent, where he had the 
good fortune to intercept a body of new-raifed foldiers on 
th eir march into Syria. He alib "wrote to the petty kings 
of Cilicia, ordering them to join him wdth all their forces. 
By thefc means, having got together a coiinderable body of 
men, he put to fea again, and, fteering along the coafts of 
Lycia and Pamphyh.i, met the fleet w hich carried Agrip- 
pina with the aflics of her hufband to Rome. Both fleets 

Greek by Aratus, under the tranflation to the emperor Do- 
ti;lc ot pha^nomena ; but Vof- mitian, who alfumed the title 
fiu5 avxd Kutgerfius aferibe this of Germanicus, 


prepared 
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prepared for battle ; but as they were afraid of each other, 
they proceeded no farther than to mutual reproaches. Vi- 
bius Marfus, who commanded. Agrippina’s gallics, fum- 
moned Pifo, as a criminal, to his trial at Home \ which fum- 
mons he anfwered with derifion and contempt. Then both 
fleets continued their courfe, the one for Italy, the other 
for Cilicia, where Pifo made a defeent, and feized a flrong 
caftle on the frontiers of Syria. Sentius no Iboncr learned 
this circumflahce, than he haftened thither at the head of 
his legions, overthrew Pifo at the firfi: onfet, obliged him 
to take Ihelter behind the walls of the calile, and foon re- 
duced him to fuch difficulties, xhat he offiered to furrender, 
upon condition that Sentius would fufl'er him to remain 
there till the emperor’s plcafure Hiould be known. This He is 
propofal being rejected, and the place reduced to the utnioft forced tg 
extremity, he was forced to fubmit upon what termvS Sen- 
tius thought fit to iinpofe ; which were, that he fhould 
forthwith embark, and return to Rome 

During tbefe troubles in the Eaft, the fenatc was wholly 
en^pioyed at Rome with inventing and decreeing new ho- 
nours to Germanicus, in order to eternize the memory of 
a prince fo much beloved, and fo well deferving of the em- 
pire. It was decreed, that his name fhould be inferted in Honours 
the Salian hymns ; that curule chairs fhould be placed for decreed at 
him among the priefts of Augullus, and oaken crowns 
hung over them, as an acknowlegement of the many citi- 
zens he had faved ; that his flatue in ivory Oiould be car- 
ried before the proceffion at the Circenfian games ; an ho.- 
nour peculiar to the gods, and fuch men as were deified ; 
and that none but one of the Julian family ffiouJd be 
appointed flamen or augur in his room. To thefe ho- 
nours triumphal arches were added, one at Rome, another 
on the banks of the Rhine, and a third upon Mount Ama- 
nus in Syria, with inferiptions of his exploits, and a decla- 
ration, that he died for the republic 5 a fcpulchrc at Antioch, 
where his body was burnt; and a tribunal at Epidaphne, 
where he ended his life (1). Many flatues were raifed, 
and many places appointed for paying him divine honours. 

Some were for decreeing to him, as a great mailer of elo- 

c Tacit, Ann. lib. ii* cap. 74 — 3 a. 

(I) Tacitus fays, that he died och; but all other writers agree, 

♦it Epidapline, a celebrated place that he ended his life in the city 
in the neighbourhood of Anti- ot Antioch (3). 

(3) Dio, lib, Ivii. p. 615. Suet* in Tim* cap, if &c. 

quence. 



The Roman Hijlory^ 

quenccj a golden Ihield, remarkable for its bulk (K) ; but 
this Tiberius would not allow, faying, that, in eloquence, 
no regard was to be had to the dignity of the perfon ^ and 
that therefore he himfelf would dedicate a fliield equal in 
fize to thofe of other orators, it being fufficient glory for 
him to be ranked amongit the ancient writers. The Ro« 


(K) It was an ancient cuftom 
among the Romans to eredt the 
images of illuftrious men in the 
curia, and in their temples. 
Thus the image of Scipio Afri- 
canus was fet up in the temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, and that 
6f Cato the cenfor in the curia 
or fenate-houfe, as we read in 
Valerius Maximus. Auguftus 
caufed the images of all thofe 
Romans, who before his time 
had eminently diflinguifhed 
themfelves in the arts either of 
peace or war, to be let up in 
the curia, allotting to each pro- 
feliion its proper place- Thus 
Tacitus tells us, that the image' 
of Hortenlius was placed among 
the orators. The like honour 
the fathers were now for de- 
creeing to Gcrmanicus, as to 
one of the mailers of cloquence. 
Thefe images are called by the 
ancients Ihields ( i ), becaufeen- 
gravetl in gold, filver, or brafs, 
in the form of a flrield. This 
is the common opinion ; though 
fome writers think, that in La- 
tin they ought not to be called 
clypei, which word lignilies a 
Jhicld ; but clupea, that is, en- 
gra^'cd ‘worky from the ancient 
word cluercy to engrave, 7 'his 
derivation Pliny defpifes as a 
fond conceit of the gramma- 
rians: “ Scutis quaHbus ad 
Trojam pugnatiim eft (fays he), 
continebantur imagines : unde 
& nomen habucre clypeorum ; 

(i) VidePlin. lib. iii. cap. 7. 
tonino. TrebeJ. in Claud. Liv. 


non, ut perverfa grammatico- 
rum fubtilitas voluit, a cluen- 
do.’^ On fuch fort of buck- 
lers as were ufed in the Trojan 
war, were contained images : 
whence they had the name of 
fhields; not, as the gramma- 
rians frivolous nicenefs would 
have it, from engraving- How- 
ever, Livy calls them clupea ; 

Clupea (fays he), de colum- 
nis demplit.” Frequent men- 
tion is made of thefe fhields 
in ancient inferiptions : Lipfius 
quotes the following : “ Huic • 
Decuriones • Funus * Publicum * 
Statuam ' Equeftrem • Clype- 
uii> • Argenteum ‘ Locum • Se- 
pulturae • Decreverunt* “ The 
officers have granted this man 
a public funeral, un equeftrian 
ftatue, a filver lliield, a place 
of interment-’^ Thefe fhields 
w^ere fometimes hung up to pre- 
ferve the memory of the de- 
ceafed without any effigies, and 
only with the names of the per- 
fons by whom, and to whole 
honour, they w'erc offered. Such 
fhields were fometimes fet up by 
private perfons to honour the 
memory of their anceftors, with- 
out any order or decree of the 
feiiate ; for Pliny, in rj>eaking 
of Appius Claudius, who was 
conful in the year of Rome 259, 
fays, that he was the firft whd, 
though a private perfon, fet up 
in public, and confecrated, the 
fhields of his anceftors. 

Suet in Domit. Capitol, in An- 
lib. lx. Phil. Legar. ad Caium. 

oau 
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man knights, in their turn, to honour the memory of the 
deceafed prince, changed the name of that body of horfe, 
which, being compofed of the young nobiiity, was ftyled 
the fquadron of the juniors, and called it thenceforth the 
fquadron of Germanicus ; appointing, at the fame time, 
that the effigies of Germanicus fhould be carried as their 
ftandard at their public reviews, which were annually made 
on the ides of July 

In the midft of thefe expreffions of public grief, Livia, Lf'vUid 
called alfo Li villa, filler to Germanicus, and wife to Dru- 
fus, was delivered of male twins ; an event fo agreeable to 
Tiberius, that he could not avoid boafting to the fenate, 
that no Roman of equal rank had ever before been delivered 
of two fons at a birth. The increafe of Drufus^s family 
redoubled the grief of the people, who faw with regret 
that of their beloved Germanicus removed at a greater di- 
ftance from the throne The fame year fevere law's were 
enabled by the fen ate to reftrain the lewdnefs of women ; 
and it was provided, that no woman fhould proftitute her- 
fclf, whofe father, grandfather, or hulband, were Roman 
knights (L). Meafures were alfo taken by the fathers for 
utterly extirpating the Jewifh and Egyptian ceremonies, ifi 
a decree of the fenate, four thoufand young men, all 
defeended from manumitted flaves, and infefted, fiys Ta- ^aboUJhedai 
citus, with that fuperftition, were inrolled, and tranfported Rom. 
to Sardinia, to fupprefs the robbers who infefted that ifland: 
if they periffied through the badnefs of the air, the fenate 
thought it would be no great lofs (M), The reft w^ere or- 
dered 

^ Tacit. Ann, lib. h. cap. 83. « Idem, ibid. cap. 84. 


(L) The fathers were prompt- 
ed to make this prohibition by 
the monftrous impudence of one 
Viftilla ; who, though a woman 
pf great quality, and born of 
a praetorian family, was not 
alhamed to appear before the 
asdiles, and publicly declare her- 
felt a prolHtute, purluant to an 
ancient law, which obliged all 
women, who became venal, to 
acknowlege their infamy be- 
fore the above mentioned ma- 
gi fl rates 

(M) To the expullion of the 
Jews an impoftor of that na- 
tion gave occafipn, who, being 


obliged to fly his country for a 
breach of the laws, retired to 
Rome, where he let up for an 
expounder of the law of Mofes ; 
and, with the alTiilance of three 
others, all of the fame flamp 
with himfelf, gained over to the 
Jewilh religion one Fuivia, the 
wife of Saturninus, a woman ot 
great diflindtion. The zealous 
profelyte was eafily perfuaded to 
make a rich prefent of purple 
and gold to the temple of Jeru- 
falem, wEich flic delivered to 
hcrdiredlofs; but they, inftead 
of fending the offering to Jem - 
falcm, converted it to their own 
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dexed to depart Rome, and all Italy, if, within a ftated 
time, they did not renounce their national ceremonies 
The fame year Tiberius gave feveral inftances of genero- 
fity, which ought not to be omitted. Occia, who had 
prefided over the Veftals fifty-feven years with great repu-» 
ration, being dead, he reprefented to the fenate, that an- 
other virgin was to be chofen in her room. Fonteius Agrip- 
pa and Afinius Pollio offering their daughters, he thanked 
them both for their regard to the commonwealth? but pre- 


itfe. This fraud Fulvia difclofed 
to her hulband, and he to the 
emperor, who thereupon order- 
ed all the Jews to depart Rome, 
after having lifted four thoufand 
of their youth, and fent them 
into Sardinia. At the fame time 
the Egyptians were driven out 
of Rome, and their rites utterly 
fuppreifeci ; they had been for- 
merly forbidden by Anguftus ; 
but at this time that prohibition 
was renewed and enforced, on 
occafton of a very fcandaious 
itory related at length by Jc- 
fephus. Deciiis Mundus, a 
young Roman knight, falling 
in love with a married lady of 
the ftrft quality in Rome, by 
riiiine Paulina, anti not being 
able to prevail upon her to com- 
ply wiiii his unlawful defirea, 
h.:d n- courfe to the priefts of the 
Ills, ThciC pretend- 
ir. '-; the god Anubis, to 
V. I ; ’ i it worf hip Pa ulina was great- 
ly addi<^ied, was in love with 
her, perfuaded her to pafs a 
nighr in the temple of that 
deity ; when hlundus, by pay- 
ing down twenty-five thoufand 
draeiiinas to the priefts, and 
promiling them the like fum, 
obtained what he had in vain 
applied for to Paulina herfelf 
wltli the tender of two hundred 
thoufand. drachmas. 'Three 
days after this interview, Mun- 


dus meeting her, “ I thank 
you, Paulina (faid he), for 
granting me, under the name 
of Anubis, the favours which 
I would willingly have purchaf- 
ed at fo dear a rate. At thefc 
words the virtuous Paulina was 
thunderftruck ; Ihe burft into 
tears, tore her garments, and, 
haftening to her hufband, ac- 
uuiiitcd him how fiie had been 
eceived, and betrayed by the 
priefts. Her hufband complain- 
ed to the emperor, relating to 
him every particular of fo bafe 
an action ; and be, upon inqui- 
ry, and a ftrief examination of 
the priefts, finding them guilty, 
ordered them all to be crucified, 
the temple of Anubis to be pull- 
ed down, his ftatue to be thrown 
into the Tiber, the Egyptian 
rites to be utterly fupprelTed, 
and all who profelTed them to 
be banlflied Rome. Ida, the 
freedwoman of Mundus/s father, 
who firll advifed him to apply 
to the priefts, for which ad- 
vice (he received fifty thoufand 
drachmas, was crucified with 
the priefts; but Mimdtrs was 
only bamfhed,Tibenus exempt- 
ing him, fays jofephus, on ac- 
count of his palEon, which was 
fo violent, that, finding the 
chaftc Paulina proof againft all 
temptation, he bad refolved to 
ftarve himfelf to death ( i). 


. ) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. *viii. cap. 4. 
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ferred Pollio’s daughter, bccaufe her mother had married 
hut one hufband : to comfort the other, he prcienced her 
with a thoufand great feftcrccs. Corn being very dear, he 
fettled the price which the buyer was to pay; ai'id that tlio 
feller might not lofe the advantage arifing from the 1‘oarcitv 
of grain, he payed two nummi, that is, fourteen pence of 
our money, a bufhel, over and above the fixed price. For 
thefe bounties the people offered him again the title of 
•Father of his Country, which he rejeefted, and at the fame 
time rebuked fuch as ftyled him Lord ; fliewing thereby, 
fays Tacitus, that though he dreaded liberty, yet he derpifed 
flattery. The fame author tells us, upon the authority of the 
writers of thofe times, fome of them fenators, that letters 
were read in the fen ate from Adgandeftrius, prince of the 
Catti, offering to difpatch Arminius, provided poifon were 
fent him for that purpofe : to which propofal Tiberius re- 
turned this anfwer; That it was not the cuftom of the 
Pioman people lo take vengeance on their enemies by trea- 
chery, but openly, and in the field.’' 

•Arminius, however, after the departure of the Romans, 
and cxpulfion of his rival Maroboduus, attempting to en- 
flave his country, fell, by the treachery of his kindred, in 
the thirty-feventh year of his age®. Pliny oh ferves, that 
this year, on the eighth of July, a new ifland was formed 
near that of Delos in the Aichipelago\ 

In the beginning of the next year, M. Valerius Mefla- 
linus, and M. Valerius Cotta, being confuls, Agrippina ar- 
rived at Brundufium with the aflics of her deceafed huf- 
band ; and was received, at her landing, with tokens of the 
deepeft forrow, not only by the inhabitants of that, but of 
all the neighbouring cities, who had flocked thither to con- 
dole with her on fo melancholy an occafioii. She no fooner 
appeared on the fhore, attended by her two chiklren Caius 
and Julia, wdth the funeral urn in her arms, and her eyes 
fixed on the ground, than the whole multitude burfl into 
tears : nothing was licard but groans, outcries, and lamen- 
tations, friends, relations, and ftrangers, being equally af- 
fedled at the fight of fo moving an object:. Tiberius had 
difpatched two praetorian cohorts to attend the remains of 
the deceafed prince from Brundufium to Rome, and ordered 
the magiftrates of Calabria, Apulia, and Campania, to pay 
their lafl offices to the memory of his fon. The urn was 
carried on the flioulders of the tribunes and centurions, and 
accompanied by the chief magiffrates of the places through 
Vvhich it paffed, the lidlors of the deceafed general march- 

Plin. lib. ii. cap< % 7 > 

ing 
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ing before Jt with their fafecs reverfed. When the funeral 
proceflion arrived at any Roman colony, the nobility, in 
their mofl fplcndid apparel, and the people in mourning, 
flew victims, erefted altars, and burnt perfumes, teftifying, 
wnth loud lamentations, their common forrow. The nearer 
they drew to Rome, the greater was the concourfe. At 
Terracina they were met by Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by 
Claudius, Germanicus’s younger brother, and by fuch of his 
children as had been left. at Rome. At fome diftance frorn 
the city, the confeript fathers, with the confuls at their 
head, and great crowds of people, lined the road through 
which the proceflion paiTed, bathed in tears, and teftifying 
their grief with flghs, in which flattery had no fhare ; for 
every body knew that Tiberius rejoiced inwardly at this 
event. Neither he nor his mother Livia appeared abroad, 
either becaufe they thought it below their dignity to lament 
publicly, or through fear of betraying in their countenances 
fome marks of joy amidft the public lamentations. The 
remains of the deceafed prince were depofited in the tomb 
of Auguftus, the whole city attending them to the fieldjf^f 
Mars, where that monument was ere£led, and crying aloud, 
in the tranfports of their grief, that the republic was ut- 
terly ruined, that no farther hope remained, as if they had 
forgot by whom* they were governed. Nothing offended 
Tiberius fo much as the affei&ion which the people (hewed 
for Agrippina, calling her the ornament of her country^ 
the only blood of Auguftus, a true pattern of ancient vir- 
tue and at the fame time imploring the blelTings of the 
gods for her iffue, that they might outlive the perfecutions 
of the wicked. 

As the people fet no bounds to their grief, Tiberius 
thought proper to check it by a public decree, commanding 
them to refume their feveral vocations, and, as the Magne- 
fian games were at hand, to indulge themfelves in their 
ufual diverfions, as they had, by their lamentations, given 
fufficient vent to their forrow. The emperor's decree was 
immediately complied with, as to the external appearance ; 
the courts of juftice were opened, public aftairs refumed,^ 
and an end was put to the vacation \ 

Drufus, who had come to Rome to attend the funeralf 
returned to the army in Illyricum ; which he had fcarce 
reached, when Fife appeared in the camp, hoping to find 
the young prince lefs incenfed againft him for the death of 
a brother, than favourable to him for the removal of a rival. 
Drufus, at their firft meeting, told him, *• That if the 


^ Tacit. Anna), lib. hi, cap. a. 
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crime laid to his charge was true, he would be the firft to Drufus's 
revenge it; but that he hoped the current report was artful am* 
groundlcfs, and that the death of Germanicus would be 
pernicious to none.” This declaration he made in public, 
and carefully avoided all private interviews with Pifo. The 
artful anfwer, and cautious behaviour of a youth, otherwife 
frank and unwary, prompted moft people to believe, that 
he had been indriicled by his father how to behavd in fo 
nice and critical a junffure. Young Pifo, whom the fa- 
ther had Tent to Home, to foften the empeior, was received 
i^cry kindly, and honoured with fuch piefcnts as were 
iifually beltowed on the fons of governors, when they re- 
:urned from the provinces. In the mean time Martina, fa- 
mous for the art of poifoning, who had been fent in cuftody 
towards Rome^ was found dead at Brundufium, with poi- 
fon bound up in the knots of her hair. Whether her death 
was accidental, or procured by private orders from Tibe- 
rius or Pifo, was never known. By her death the accufers 
were deprived of their chief evidence ; for fhe had ever 
li^d in clofe confidence with Plancina ; and the fenate 
hoped to extort from her, by force of torments, a confeffion 
of the crime, and a difeovery of her accomplices. 

Not long after this event, Pifo arrived in Rome, with his Ptfiar* 
wife Plancina ; and rowing down the Tiber from Narnia, 
landed near the tomb of Auguftus, where the afhes of Ger- 
manicus had been lately depofited. This incident, with 
their infolcnt behaviour, heightened the indignation of the 
people ; for they both appeared with gay countenances ; 
and attended with a numerous retinue, he of clients and 
domeftics, and flie of women, proceeded to their ftately 
palace, which was on this occafion magnificently adorned 
and illuminated. The night they pafled in rejoicings, hav- 
ing invited their friends and relations to a banquet, with 
which they folemnized their fafe arrival. The very next 
day Pifo was arraigned by Vitellius, Veranius, and others, Js arrt^iga* 
who had attended Germanicus. The emperor having heard, £d, 
in a private audience, the charge of the accufers, and the 
defence of the accufed, referred the Caufe to the fenate, 
apprehenfive that refledlions would be call upon him, whe- 
ther he condemned or abfolved the accufed. 

When the fenate met for this great trial, Tiberius afFecr- 
cd moderation : he told the confeript fathers, that Pifo had 
been his father’s lieutenant and friend, and lately appointed 
by himfelf, at the diredlion of the fenate, to affift Germa- 
iiicus in fettling the affairs of the Eaft : whether he had 
there, by his haughtinefs and oppofition, provoked the 
youiig prince, and rejoiced at his death, or wickedly pr<> 
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cured It, they were then to judge with unbiafled miridsj 

If you find him guilty (faid the emperor), of having only 
exceeded the bounds of his commiflion, by refufing to fub-^ 
mit to the will of his general, or even of having betrayed 
joy at his death, and my afRi<Sion, I (hall ever hate bim^ 
and banifh him from my houfe ; but cannot, for private in- 
juries, condemn him as a criminal. If you find him guilty 
of Germanlcus’s death, it is incumbent upon you to re- 
venge it, and afford his children, and us his father and 
grandmother, the fatisfaiSfion of feeing him punifhed for 
fuch an enormoUs crime. I befeech you to proceed with 
impartiality : let not your regard for me miflead you to take 
crimes for proved, becaufe.>they are committed againfl me. 
If the accufed has any friends or relations, let them exert 
their eloquence, and ufe their utmoft endeavours to clear 
him from the crimes laid to his charge. Let his accufers 
take the fame pains to convicSI him of the charge which is 
brought againfl him : by thefe means we fliall be able to 
judge impartially ; to abfolve the accufed, if innocent ; to 
condemn him, if guilty 

Two days were allowed the accufers to fupport their 
charge, and, fix days after, three were granted the accufed 
to make his defence. The articles of impeachment brought 
againll Pifo by »Servseus, Veranius, and v itellius, were, that 
he had permitted a general licentioufnefs in the army, and 
corrupted the common foldiers to that degree, that he was 
flyled, by the moft profligate. Father of the Legions ; that 
he had abufed, in a mofi outrageous manner, the friends 
of Germanicus ; and lallly, that by poifon and witchcraft 
he had deffroyed his general, and borne arms againfl the 
commonwealth ; infomuch that they had been obliged to 
engage and defeat him, before they could bring him to hia 
trial. He defended himfelf but weakly againfl thefe accu- 
fations \ only the charge of polfoning Germanicus was not 
fufficiently proved. However, the fenate could not be per- 
fuaded, that Germanicus had died a natural death \ and, at 
the fame time, the people were heard exclaiming at the 
door of the fenatc-houfe, that though the fathers abfolved 
the accufed, he fhould not efcape the punifhment due to 
his crimes : they had already overturned the flatues of 
Pifo, and would have dragged them to the Scalae Gemo- 
nise, the place where criminals were executed, had they 
not been prevented by Tiberius’s orders. Thefe diflurbances 
induced the fenate to defer the final decifion of the caufe j 
and Pifo, that he might not be expofed to the outrages of 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib, iii- cap, Dio, lib, Ivii. p. 615. 
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the inccnfed multitude, was conircyed to his houfe In a lit- 
ter, followed by a tribune of a praetorian cohort, whom 
fome beheld as a guard for his fafety, others as the minifter 
of his death. 

The people were no lefsincenfed againft Plancina than Pifo ahan* 
Pifo ; but (he having, by the fccrct felicitations of Livia, doneJ by 
fecured her own pardon, began, by degrees, to abandon 
her hufband, and to make a feparate defence, though (he 
had declared, from the beginning, that (he would employ 
all her interefl: and favour with Livia, in behalf of both ; 
and that, by the fame fentence, they fhould both be either 
abfolved or condemned. This defe<ffion fo afFcfled Pifo, 
who had placed more confidence in the interefl of his wife 
than his own, that he was fome time in fufpence whether 
he (hould make any farther defence : but his fon prevailed 
upon him to appear once more before the fenatc, and try 
whether he could move the fathers or Tiberius to compaf* 

(ion- The fenate proving implacable, and the emperor care- 
fully avoiding to (hew, even in his countenance, the Icaft 
m*rk of tendernefs towards him in his diftrefs, he returned 
home, and wrote a letter to the emperor, which he fealed, 
and delivered to his freedman. He then bathed, according 
to the Roman cuflom, and flipped as ufual. His wife kejS 
him company till the night was far fpent, and then retired | 

Pifo ordered the door of the chamber to be (hut, and was 
found at break of day with his throat cut, and his fword 
lying by him Tiberius, fearing the death of Pifo might 
be imputed to him, as if he had procured it to prevent far- 
ther difeoveries, examined his domeftics in the fenate rela- 
tive to the circumftances of his fate ; and then read the 
letter which Pi(b had written to him, imploring his proteev 
tion for his fons, whom he cleared from having any (hare 
in his late condu£l, whatever it were. Of his wife Plan- 
ciria he faid nothing. One of his fons had remained at 
Rome, and therefore could be in no degree acceflbry to his 
father’s guilt ; the other had indeed attended him into Sy- 
ria* and ferved under him in the commotions he raifed in 
the province ; but Tiberius would not allow that to be im- 
puted to him as a crime, alleging the orders of his father, 
v^hich, he faid, a fon could notdifobey. 

As for Plancina, who was fuppofed to have been more Ttbfriut 
guilty than her hu(band, Tiberius declared, not without ja^curs 
blu(hing, and betraying great confufion in his fpeech and 
countenance, that, at the earned entreaties of bis mother, 
lie could not help pleading for her, and afliding her in her 

* Tacil* Dio, ibid* 
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trial. However, Vitcllius Veranius did not drop the 
profecution; but after they had, in a trial which laded two 
days, made the charge appear pretty plain, and filenced 
who if ab» thofe who pleaded for the accufed, fhe efcaped the punifh- 
Jolved, nient due to her crime, by the indulgence of the fervile fe- 
nate : for the conful Aurelius Cotta, being firft afked his 
opinion bjr the emperor, who collefted the voices himfelf, 
anfwered in the following terms : I am of opinion, that 
the name of Pifo be rafed out of the confular fafti or tables, 
part of his eftate forfeited, and part granted to his fon 
Cncius, upon his changing that name ; that his fon Marcus 
be expelled the fenate, banifhed for ten years, and allowed 
out of his father’s eftate only fifty thoufand great feftcrces. 
As to Plancina, I think flie fliould be pardoned, at the re- 
queft of Livia.” This fcntence feemed too rigorous to the 
Tiberius emperor, with refpe£l to Pifo’s children and memory : he 
favoursthe therefore would not allow his name to be ftruck out of the 
confular tables, faying, that the name of Marc Antony, 
who had made war upon his country, and that of his fon 
Julius Antonius, who had, by adultery, diflionoured the 
houfe of Auguftus, remained ftill in thofe tables. He likc- 
wife delivered Marcus Pifo from the infamy of being di- 
Vefted of his dignity, and left him his paternal inheritance 
entire. He alfo oppofed the motion of Valerius Meflali- 
nus, who w as for eredring a golden ftatue in the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, and thi‘ of Ccecina Severus, who pro- 
pofed building an altar to Revenge. Such monuments 
(he faid) were fit to be raifed for vidlories over a foreign 
enemy ; but domeftic evils were either to be buried in ob- 
livion, or remembered with grief.” As the emperor had 
fhewn great favour to Plancina and her children, to main- 
tain the opinion of an impartial judge, a few days after the 
trial, he moved in the fenate, that Vitellius, Veranius, and 
ServjEus, who had accufed Pifo, might be rewarded ; and 
they were accordingly preferred to pontifical honours 
The deatlvof Ccrmanicus being thus avenged, Drufus, 
who had returned from Illyricum to beprefent at the trial, 
was honoured with an ovation, which, though decreed him 
the year before, for having fettled peace in Germany, he 
had poftponed till the caufe was over. A few days after 
died his mother Vipfania, of all the children of Agrippa 
the only one, fays Tacitus, who died a natural death (N). 

The' 

m Tacit. Annal. lib, iii. cap. i«— 19. 

(N) Agrippa had three wives, of Atticus, Marcella, the daugh- 
to wit, Pomponia, the daughter ter of 0<5tavia, aud Julia. By 
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The fame yearTacfarinas. who had been, fome time before, Tac farinas 
defeated by Furius Camillus^ renewed the war in Africa ; rentius ths 
but was obliged, by L. Apronius^ who had fucceeded Ca- 
millus in the government of that province, to fheltcr him- 
felf again in the deferts 

This year, -Emilia Lepida, defeended from one of the mofl: *rhi trial ^ 
illuftrious families in Rome, great grand-daughter to ^>ylla ^*nilia 
and Pompey, and once defigned for the wife of Lucius Cse- 
far, was charged with impofingupon herhufband Pub.Quiri- 
nius, a fuppofititious child, with adultery, and with comult* 
ing the Chaldseans about the fate of the imperial family ; 
which was a capital crime. Her brother Manius Lepidus 
undertook her defence ; and Tiberius behaved on this oc- 
calion with fuch fubtlcty, that it was impoflible to difeover 
his real fentiments. At fir ft, he begged the fenators not to 
meddle with the articles of treafon, and foon after charged 
Marcus Servilius to produce thofe very proofs, which he 
pretended to fupprefs : he would not fulFer the flaves of 
L^ida to be examined by torture, as to the articles of trea- 
fon, nor his fon Drufus, though conful ele£f, to vote firft, 
left the reft fhould think themfelves obliged to follow his 
example. However, the flaves of Lepida confefiing, that 
(he had impofed upon her hufband a fuppofititious child, and 
even attempted to poifoii him, (he was condemned to per- 
petual banifhment ; but at the requeft of Scaurus, to whom 
£he had borne a daughter, either before her marriage with 
Quiririius, or after her divorce, her eftate was not confif- 
cated. After fhc was condemned, Tiberius told the fena- 
tors, he had learned from the flaves of her hufband Q^iri- 
nius, that (he had attempted to poifon him alfo 

This year Tiberius foftenedthe rigour of the law Papia 7hefe*veru 

Poppaea, which loaded thofe with heavy fines who did not tyefths 

^ law Paptm 

® Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. lo. • Suet in Tib. cap. 49. 

Pomponia he had Vipfania, the fuppoled to have been poifoned ; 
mother of Drufus, mentioned Agrippina perilhed by hanger ; 
here by Tacitus, Marcella like- and Pofthumus Agrippa by the 
wife bore him children, if Sue- fword ; but as to Julia (he died 
tonius is to be credited ; bur, a natural death, according to 
as we find no farther mention the account which Tacitus him- 
made of them, we conclude, felf gives of it (i) ; though he 
that they died very young. By tells us in this place, that Vjp- 
Julia he had five children, Caius fania was, of all the chjldren of 
and Lucius Casfars, Agrippa Agrippa, the only one who dici* 

Pofthumus, Agrippina, and Ju- a natural death. 

Ua. Caius and Lucius were 

(i) Tacit. Anna!, lib. ir* 

U a 


mar nr 
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marry at a certain age. Great numbers of Romans chafing 
rather to pay the fines than incumber themfelves with fa- 
milies, fo that the law ferved only to enrich the exchequer, 
Tiberius appointed five perfons, who bad been formerly 
confuls, five who had been praetors, with ten other fc- 
nators, to examine all the regulations made before his 
time againft celibacy. Thefe explained the intricacies of 
the laws enabled againft afingle life, which the lawyers of 
thofe days employed to ruin many noble families ; and, at 
the fame time, they mitigated the rigour of the ancient 
law, by lelTening the fines, which, according to the regu- 
lations of Auguftus, every man was to pay, who did not 
Nerot Cer- marry at a certain age. Towards the end of this year, Ne- 
manicus's ro, Germanicus’s eldeft fon, being of age, Tiberius rccom- 
eldeftjon, mended him to the fenate, that he might ftand for the 
h^lt 7 rius. five y^^rs fooner than the laws dirc^led ; a re- 

^ * qiieft which was readily granted, as alfo a place in the col- 

lege of pontiffs. The fifft day he entered the forum in his 
manlv robe, a donative of corn and money was diftributed 
by Tioerius to the populace, overjoyed to fee a fon of Gtfr- 
manicus come of age. Their felicity was doubled by his 
marriage with Julia the daughter of Drufus 5 but foon af- 
ter, the people faw, with the utmoft concern and indigna- 
tion, the daughter of Sejanus betrothed to young Drufus, 
the nephew of Germanicus, and fon of Claudius, who 
reigned after Caligula. By this match, the Claudian fa- 
mily feemed degraded, and Sejanus exalted ftill higher, 
Death of though his power and credit with the emperor was already 
Drufus, too great : but, a few days after, Drufus died at Pompeii 
nephew to by a llrange accident, being choaked by a pear, which 
Oermam- throat, as in play he threw it up in the air, and 

caught it in his mouth. 

Yr. of FI. In the following year Tiberius was conful the fourth lime, 
4369. jmd Drufus the fecond but Tiberius, foon after he had re- 
U C 760! fafees, under pretence of his health, retired to 

’ Campania, either to accuftom himfelf, by degrees, to live 

^Tiberius out of Rome, or to leave Drufus the honour of difeharging 
£oes into that office alone. Not long after his departure, he ac- 
Campanta, quainted the fenate, that Taefarinas had raifed new dif- 
turbances in Africa, and exhorted them to choofe a pro- 
conful to be fent into that province, equal to the war with 
which it was threatened. Upon this intelligence the fa- 
thers met 5 but, inftead of naming a governor, decreed, 
that the appointing of a proper perfon for the government 
of Africa fliould be left to the emperor. On this occafion, 
Caccina Severus made a fpeech againft any magiftrate’s car- 
rying bis wife with him into bia province % but, being op- 

pofed 
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pofcd by Valeriys MdTallnMS, and by Drufus, his motion 
was over-ruled. The next time the fcnate met, a letter was 
prefented to them from Tiberius, wherein, after complain- 
ing that they call the care of all public affairs upon him, 
he named M. Lepidus and Junius Blscfus, leaving it to them 
to choofe for the proconfulate of Africa which of the two 
they pleafed. Accordingly Blaefus was chofen, Lepidus 
pleading with great earneftnefs his infirmities, the tender 
age of hi$ children, and a daughter who was marriageable p. 

The moderation and mildnefs with which Drufus go- 
verned during his father’s abfence, encouraged fomc fena- 
tors to apply to him to redrefs an evil which was by degrees 
grown intolerable. The ftatues of the emperors were be- 
come fan£luaries to profligates, who, embracing them, 
threatened, and wantonly infulted, any perfon with impu- 
nity ; not even a mafter being allowed to punifh a flave for 
the inveftives he had uttered againfl; him, while he held 
the emperor’s ftatue. Againfl this abufe Caius Seflius, a 
fenator, fpoke with great warmth, as he had been lately re- 
vised in a mofl outrageous manner by one Annia Rufilla, 
whom he had profecuted and convi<£led of forgery. To re- 
medy this diforder, Drufus fummoned Rufilla before his 
tribunal; and finding her guilty of uttering inve£lives againfl 
Seflius, under protedion of the emperor’s flatue, he com- 
mitted her to prifon. The punifhment of this profligate 
woman, and that of two Roman knights, Confidius AHquus 
and Coelius Curfor, who had forged a charge of treafon 
againfl the prsetor Magius Caecilianus, ingratiated Drufus 
with the people, who overlooked his luxury and difllpation, 
although he commonly fpent the day at the fhews of gla- 
diators, and the greater part of the night in revels and ban- 
quets. Antiflius Vetus, a principal nobleman of Macedon, 
being tried for adultery, during Drufus’s adminiflratioii, 
was abfolved ; a circumflance which highly offended iibe- 
rius, who wrote a letter to the fenate, feverely reproaching 
the judges. He ordered them to recall Vetus, and try him 
for treafon, as a dillurber of the public peace, and confe- 
derate with the late king Rhefeuporis, when, having killed 
his nephew Cotys, he defigned to make war upon Rome. 
The charge of treafon, fays Tacitus, proved, in thofe days, 
the bulwark of all accufations, and was the mofl eiFe£lual 
means of making fure of the criminal. Vetus was there- 
fore condemned to perpetual banifhment, and that he fliould 
be confined to an ifland, neither in the neighbourhood of 
Msqedon, nor of Thrace. 

f Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 35. ' 
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The troubles, which began about this time in Thrace, 
prompted the judges, or rather Tiberius, to add this claufe: 
for the OdryfianSj'and other warlike nations of Thrace, be- 
ing diflatisfied with the government of Rhemetalces, to 
whom Tiberius had given that part of the country which 
his father Rhefeuporis had poflefled, and much more with 
the government of Trebellienus Rufus, whom Tiberius had 
appointed guardian to the fons of Cotys, who were minors, 
openly revolted ; and, having committed dreadful ravages, 
befieged Rhemetalces in the city of Philippopolis. But di- 
vifions arifing among them, Publius Velleius, whom fome 
writers fuppofe to be the hiftorian Velleius Paterculus 
marching from the neighbouring province, where he com- 
manded, defeated, and obliged them, without lofing a man, 
to abandon the fiege ^ 

In the courfe of the fame year the Gauls, no longer able 
to bear the heavy tributes with which they were loaded, 
and the cruelty and pride of their governors, attempted to 
Ihake ofF the Roman yoke, excited by Julius Florus, a na- 
tive of Treves, and Julius Sacrovir, a leading man among 
the -^Idui, that is, the people of Autun. The Andecavi 
and Turonii, the inhabitants of Angers and Tours, fiift 
took up arms s but the foriiier were foon reduced by Aci- ' 
llus Aviola, at the head of a cohort drawn from the garri- 
fon of Lugdunum or Lyons, and the latter fubdued by the 
fame Aviola with a detachment fent him by Vifellius Varro, 
governor of Lower Germany. Julius Florus, having at- 
tempted in vain to feduce a body of horfe which bad been 
raifed by the Romans at Treves, took refuge in the foreft of 
Ardca, attended by a rabble of his own clients and fol- 
lowers ; but finding all the pafles befet by Vifellius Varro 
and Caius Silius, he was obliged to rifk a battle with his 
countryman Julius Indus, whom the Romans had detached 
with a cbofen body of men, being well acquainted with the 
roads, and a declared enemy to Florus. Indus put him to 
flight at tliC firft onfet, and, purfuing him from place to 
place, reduced him to fuch difficulties, that, finding no 
other means to avoid falling into the hands of his implaca- 
ble enemy, he ruffied upon his own fword. By his death 
the infurredion of Treves was quelled. But the revolt of 
the ALdui gave the Roman generals no fmall uneafinefs, 
Sacrovir, the chief author of it, having raifed an army of 
forty thoufand men, and feized Auguftodunum, or Autun, 
the capital of the nation, where he found and fccured all 
the young nobility of Gaul, hoping by that meafure to en- 

f VofT, Hid lib^ I 2^, t Xnn. Ub, iii* cap. 3S, 39* 
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The Roman Hijlory. 

gage their parents and relations in his intereft. A difputc 
which arofe between the two Roman generals relative to 
the command of the army, gave him time to prepare for a 
refolute defence. At length Varro, who was old and in- 
firm, yielding to Silius, who was vigorous, and in the 
flower of his age, the troops began their march, and, ad- 
vancing towards Augullodunum, were met by Sacrovir 
twelve miles from that city. An engagement enfuing, the 
Gauls were routed with great llaughter. Sacrovir was ob- 
liged to fly firft to Auguitodunum, and thence to a neigh- 
bouring town, where he flew himfclf, and thofc who at- 
tended him killed one another, after having fet fire to the 
place, by which it was reduced to afhes *. 

At the end of the year, Drufus falling Tick, Caius Luto^ 
rius Prifcus, a Roman knight, thinking the difeafe would 
prove mortal, compofed a poem bewailing his death ; and 
out of vanity read it in the houfe of P. Petroiiius, in the 
prefence of Vitellia, mother-in-law to Pctronius, and other 
^ v'omen of great dillin£lion. As Rome fwarmed with in- 
fcffmers, the poet was immediately accufed of treafon : all 
the ladies who had heard him were fummoned to appear 
againit him, and frightened into a confeiTion, except Vi- 
tellia, who maintained to the lall, with great firmnefs, 
that fhe had heard nothing. Greater credit being given to 
thofe who depofed agninft him, Haterius Agrippa, who, 
as conful elet^, voted firft, declared, that in his opinion he 
ought to be puniflied with death. Lepidus was for con- 
demning him to perpetual banifliment, anti confifcating his 
eftate. Of all the confulars, Rubellius JSIandus alone vot- 
ing with Lepidus, and the reft with Agrippa, Prifcus was 
immediately put to death. To what a deplorable ftate of 
flavery Rome was already reduced ! Lutorius's real crime 
was, it feems, his having compofed a poem on the death 
of Germanicus, which had been fo well received, that li- 
berius could not help rewarding him for it ^ J he emperor, 
who was ftill in Campania, behaved, on this occafion, with 
his ufual ambiguity ; for in a letter to the fenate, be e'om- 
niended their zeal in thus puniftilng the flighteft injuries 
done to the prince ; but at the fame time, increated them 
not to be fo hafty in puniftiing words j he praiied Lepidus, 
and blamed not Agrippa. His Teeming to difapprove of 
this fuddeti execution gave rife to a famous decree of the 
fenate 5 importing, that their orders fhould not be earned 

• Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 40—47- 'Idem ibid. cap. 49. Dio, 
lib* Ivii. p, 6j6, 617. 
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His hajfy to the trcaiurf (O), nor the condemned perfon d^ecoted, 

execution in kfs than ten days. No criminal reaped any benefit 

giw rife tjjjg refpite in Tiberius’s reign, his cruel and revenge- 

iful temper being never foftened by time, as Tacitus judi- 
cioufly obferves 

u Tacit, Annab lib. iii. cap. 51. DiO) lib. Ivii. p. 617. Suet, in TIb« 

cap. 75 

(O) In the' treafury were blifhed, feeing the accufer may 

, lodged the public regifters, and be deceived (4) ;** and in CaU 

the decrees of the fenate, which, purnius Flaccus, who wrote 
till entered there, had neither long before Theodofius’s time, 
the torce nor name of decrees, Let the punilhment of a ra- 
but were called the orders or viiher be deferred thirty days 
.authority of the fenate, as is (5).*’ As there is no reconcil- 
evidentfrom Cicero, Dio Caf- ing teftimonies fo evidently op- 
fius, and other ancient writers, polite and contradidlory, and 
This decree of the fenate, by we have innumerable inftances 
which it was provided, that no of tranferibers miftaking num- 
perfon condemned Ih^^uld be ex- bers, we fliall, with the moft 
ecuted till the tenth day after judicious critics, impute to thg;m 
fentence pronounced, was ob- the prefent dlfagreement among 
ferved by Caligula, even with authors. Perhaps, in tranferib- 
Tcfpei^ to thofe whom he him- ing the declamations of Quin- 
felf fentenced to death ( i ), and tihan and Calpurnius, in or after 
probably by all the fuccceding Theodofius’s time, they adapt- 
, emperors to the time of Theo- ed them to the law which that 
dolius the Great, who granted emperor had enaded. Baronius 
twenty days more to thole who pretends, that the ten days re- 
were condemned (2) either by prieve extended to all criminals, 
the prince or by the fenate (3), by what judge foever condemn- 
This we find is the general opi- ed ; and thence infers, that Pi- 
nion, an opinion well grounded, late tranfgrefled the law of his 
fince Tacitus, Dio Cafilus, Sue- prince, in caufing our Saviour 
tonius, and Seneca, affirm, in to be crucified as foon as he had 
exprefs terms, that Tiberius pronounced fentence againfi 
granted ten days refpite to cri- him (6). It is manifefi from 
minals after fentence, and the Gothofredus, in his comments 
more modern writers unani- upon the Theodofian code, that 
moufly aferibe to Theodofius neither the decree of Tiberius, 
the thirty days reprieve. On nor the law of Theodofius, ex- 
the other hand w^e read in Quiji- tended to the magiftrates in the 
tilian, who flourillied about this provinces till the time of Nice- 
time, the following words ; phorus Botoniates, who ordered 
♦♦ The law forbidding a crimi- all judges and magiftrates to 
nal to be executed, till after conform to the law of Theodo- 
thirry <i$ys, was wifely efta- lius (7). 

(i) Senec. de Tranq. cap. 14. p, 351. (2) In 1 . Si Vindicari, 

e. dc pceuis. (3) Sid. lib. i.Epiit. 7. (4} Q^intil. Decla- 

mat. 303. (5) Calpur. Flac Declamat. 25. (6) Baron. 

Annal- 34t ( 7 ^ Cod. Th. tom. iii. p. 307. 



297 


Roman Hijlofy^ 

The following year, Caius Sulpitius G alba and Decimua 
Haterius Agrippa being confuls, Caius Bibulus,one of the se- 
dilesy moved, that feme reftriftions fliould be laid upon luxu- 
ry ; which, notwithftanding the fumptuary laws, was grown 
to a monftrouscxcefs, in the cxpence of entertainments, in 
the number of domeftics, in the quantity of gold and fiiver 
plate, piftures, ftatues, and precious ftones. The motion 
was feconded by the other aediles, who enlarged on the mif- 
chievous confequenccs of growing evil. The fathers heard ^ 
them with patience, but referred the whole matter to Tibe- 
rius ; a reference which occcafioned a letter from him to 
the confeript fathers ; wherein, after commending the zeal 
of the aediles, he owned, that the excefles they complained Tibenut 
of required regulation ; that the prevailing evil ought to 
checked by the fevereft laws ; but neverthelefs, if fuch laws 
were cnafted, even thofe who now cenfure the profufe lux- cure of 
ury of the times, would be the firft to complain that the luxury. 
ftate was utterly undone, that fnarcs were laid for every no- 
ble and wealthy family, and that all men would become the 
pi^y of informers. He hinted, that if any of the magif- 
trates would undertake to put a ftop to fo great an evil, he 
foould have both his praifes and thanks for eafing him of 
part of his burden ; but that as to himfclf, he would not 
take upon him that odious talk. The fenate, upon reading 
the emperor’s epiftle, ordered the aediles to proceed no far- 
ther in the bufmefs. Tiberius, by thus rejefting the projea 
of reforming luxury, which would have proved an inex- 
hauftible fund of crimes, impeachments, and confifeations, 
acquired the fincere applaufe of the nobility, with whofe 
wealth the accufers would not have failed to enrich them- 
felves, had the emperor either enforced the old, or enacled 
new fumptuary laws , n r • 

Soon after this occafion Tiberius wrote again to the fe- 
nate, defiring the tribunitial power for Drufus ; a requeft tribuni- 
which they granted with circumftances of the moft refined pofwer.^ 
flattery : itatues were decreed to Tiberius and Drufus, altars 
were eredfed to the gods, and arches raifed. M. Silanus 
moved, that for the future, not the names of the confuls, 
but of thofe who exercifed the tribunitial power y fhould be 
prefixed to all public and private records *, Haterius Agrippa 
propofed, that the decrees of that day fhould be written in 
letters of gold, and hung up in the fenate. Drufus, who 
was then in Campania, probably with his father, returned 
the fenate thanks for the tribunitial power, with which they 

V Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 

had 
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bad inrefted him \ but did not go to Romo to rcceltc that 
honour *. 

Servius Malugincnfis, who, as prieft of Jupiter, was not 
allowed to leave Italy, or even Deep one night out of Rome, 
demanding the government of Afia, and his fuit being op- 
pofed by Lentulus the augur, and others, the affair was 
left to the decifion of Tiberius, who, in his anfwcr to the 
fenate, poftponing the pretenfions of the prieft of Jupiter, 
Ttheriit* moderated the honours which had been decreed to Drufus 
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with the tribunitial power, and particularly cenfured the 
motion of the golden letters, as contrary to the cuftom of 
Rome. As the liberty of inftituting fanftuaries and privi- 
leged places at pleafure, had long fincc prevailed among the 
Greek cities, and filled their .temples with fugitive Haves, 
debtors, and criminals, Tiberius this year referred to the 
fenate the care of examining the privileges which thofe cities 
enjoyed, and the grants bn which they were founded. The 
fenate and confuls, after having heard the Greek deputies, 
and carefully fearched into the validity of their feveral 
claims, utterly fupprefled fome fanfluaries, and either li- 
mited the extent, or abridged the privileges and immunities 
of others, ordering the decree they enafted on this occafion 
to be engraved on brafs, and hung up in the temples of 
Greece y. Suetonius tells us, that Tiberius abfolutely abo- 
lifhed all fandfuaries throughout the whole lioman empire \ 
Not long after this tranfadfion Livia, being feized with 
a dangerous diftemper, Tiberius haftened to Rome ; for the 
mother and fon either ftill lived in perfebl amity, or artfully 
difguifed their mutual hatred. The fenate decreed fuppli- 
caiions to the gods, with the celebration of the great Roman 
games for her recovery ; and betrayed on this occafion fuch 
a contemptible fpirit of fervitude, that Tiberius was afliamed 
of their vile degeneracy, and fcandalous fubmillions *. The 
next time the fenate met, Cains Silanus, proconful of Afia, 
Caefius Cordus, proconful of Crete, and Lucius Ennius, a 
Roman knight, were accufed before them ; the two firftof 
robbing the public, and the other of treafon, for having 
ufed, as the current coin, a picc^ of filver, on which was 
engraved the effigies of Tiberius, 'fo the charge of rapine 
and extortion againfl Silanus and Cordus, that none of their 
friends and relations might dare plead for them in their 
trial, articles of treafon were fubjoined \ a fure bar, fays 
Tacitus, to all affifiance, and a feaJ upon their lips. They 


< Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 56, r Trlem ibid. cap. 60— 63. 

» Siict. ii> Tib. cap, 37, a Jacit. ibid. cap. 6.^, 


were 
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were found guilty of maladminiftration and extortion, con- Cmus Si/^ 
demned to perpetual banifhment, and their eftates declared nusand 
confifeated : but Cneius Lentulus moving, that the eftate 
of Silanus, devolving to himfroni his mother Cornelia, who 
was related to the Csefars^ might be reftored to his fon, Ti- 
berius aflented to the motion ; and even mitigated the ri- 
gour of the fentence which the fenate had pronounced 
againft him, alleging, that the ifland of Gyarus, to which 
they had confined him, was an inhofpitabic place, and de- 
(litute of inhabitants ; begging, that in favour of the Junian ^ 
family, and in regard of his lifter Torquata, a Veftal of an 
unblemiftied chara£l:er, they would hanifh him to the ifiand 
of Cythera, The fenators readily granted the requeft of the 
prince, who, by this affected (hew of clemency, endeavoured ^ 
to cover the artifice and violence which he had employed to 
deftroy the unhappy proconful. 

The emperor pronounced the charge brought againft L. 

Ennius frivolous, and therefore would not allow him to be 
, tried as a criminal. On this occafion, Ateius Capito, with T/ie htfa- 
an^affedled fpirit of liberty, exclaimed, that the emperor in- 
trenched upon the privileges of the fenate; that all inju- q/Cm* 
ties done to the prince were public crimes done to the com- 
monwealth, which it was the province of the fenate, charged 
with the care of there public, to revenge and reflrnin, in oppo- 
fition to any one’s private clemency and compalTion. Tibe- 
rius had reafon to cry aloud, as often as he went out of the 
fenate, O men prepared for bondage The infamy of 
Capito was the more fignal, as he debafed by it not only 
the dignity of the fenator, but his own perfonal accomplifti- 
ments^(P). The condemnation of Silanus and Cordus 
was followed by a religious debate, in what temple the 
olFering fhould be placed, which the Pvoinan knights had 
vowed to the Equeftrian Fortune for the recovery of Livia. 

As there was no temple in Rome dedicated to Fortune un- 
der that title, it was decreed, that the gift of the « . - - 
knights fhould be prefen ted at that of Antium. Pieligious ' 

matters being now on the carpet, Tiberius, as pontifex ^gb^rrtd 
maximus, refumed the opinion which he had lately de- from tkt 
ferred, touching the pretenfions of Servius Maluginenfis ; 

_ . .. *uincis. 

*> Tacit. Ann. hb. in. cap. 6o — 71. 


(P) Ateius Capito was a man 
of extraordinary accomplifli- 
ments, and one of the moft 
learned civilians of his age. 
Auguftus honoured him early 
with the coufulfhip to raife him 


above Anrinlus Labeo, another 
civilian of equal knowlege and 
abilities, but of an unblemifhed 
character, and a probity which 
was proof againft all temptations. 

and 



|oo ^he Rohmh Hj/lofy. 

and priidnced a ftatute of the ponti^ made imder Am, 

f nftus, declaring, that, when the pri^ of Jupiter wae ill, 
€ might, with the confent of thepontifex maaimua, be 
font from the city two nights, except on days of public &• 
crifice, and never more than twice a year. This regula- 
tion proved, that the adminiftrution of a province, which 
required a year’s abfence, was incompatible with the office of 
the fiaihen dialis, or prieft of Jupiter So that the govern- 
ment of Afia,whichMaluginenfishaddemanded,wa8COTfer- 
red on the conffilarwho was next him in feniority. About this 
time, -ffiimiKus Lepidus obtained permiffion of the fenateto 
repair and beautify, at his own expence, the bafilic{ Q') 
of Faulus ADmilius* On the other hand, the emperor un- 
dertook to rebuild the theatre of Pompey, which had been 
confumed by fire, none of that family bang equal to fo 
great a charge ; and promifed that it fhould ftill be called 
by the name of its illuftrious founder. On this occafion he 
expatiated in praife of his favourite Sejanus, to whofe care 
and vigilance, he faid, it was owing, that the fire bad done 
no greater damap. The fervile fenatc, applauding the 
prince’s fpeech, decreed a ftatue to Sejanus, to be placed 
in the theatre of Pompey ** (R), 

, T‘’>sye“Tacfarinas, quitting again the deferts, to which 

gitnt em- ^ often driven, appeared unexpefiedJy in the 

to Ti^ fruitful plains of Africa, at the head of a numerous army. 
Having committed every where dreadful dev^ftations, be 
arrived to fuch a height of infolence, as to fend ambaffadors 
to Tiberius, demanding a fettlcmcnt for himfclf and bis 


« Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 66—71. < Ibid, cap* 7**, 


( Q.) Bafilics were originally 
^cious halls, in which kings, 
from whom theie buildings bor- 
rowed their name, admimdered 
^ftice to their fubjctfts. The 
Romans appropriated that name 
to great halls, having two ranges 
ot pillars, and two wings with 
galleries over them. Cicero 
fpeaks of the bafilic mentioned 
here (x), which, according to 
him, was begun by iEmilius 
Paulus, then aedile, and aftcr- 
wards conful with Caius Mar- 
Cellus. It was iinifhed under 


Auguflus by Paulus .dEmilius, 
who was conful in the year of 
Rome 730, and afterwards cen- 
for(2) ; but being confumed 
by accidental fire, it was rebuilt 
twenty years after by another 
dBmllius (3), As it was at 
this time out of repair, Lepidus 
alked leave to llrengthcn and 
embellifii it at his own expence. 

(R) We are told by Seneca 
(4), that upon the palling of 
this decree, Cremutius Cord us 
cried out, “ Now is Pompey *S 
theatre utterly deftroyed.” 


v.K r ^ * 7 * (») Pio» lib. xlix, (3) Idem# 

lib. hv. (4) hence, ad Martiam# 


army# 
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armTf threatenmg the en^orf, in cafe he did not^ 

*ff^nt His requeft, with eternal war. Our hiftorian tells us^ 
that Tiberius never difcovered fo much indignation and re* 
featmetit as on this occafion^ not being able to bear, that a 
deferter» a freebooters (hould have Ac arrogance to oder 
tertnSs as if he were an equal enemy* He therefore* or- 
dered }unius Blsefosi whom be continued another year iti 
the government of Africa, to exert his utmoft efforts againft 
fo bold and contemptible an enemy. Blaefus drove 1 aefa- h 

cinas everywhere before him, and purfued him into the de- trifftdkf 
fert^ where he took his brother prifoncr ; but Taefarinas 
had the good fortune to make his efcape, though the pafles 
were befet on all tides by the enemy: however, as mofi of 
his forces were, cut in pieces, and his brother taken, Tibe- 
rius looked upon the war as concluded, and confirmed to 
Bt?efus the title of imperator, which his troops had con- wS# rV !•- 
ferred upon him. He was likewife honoured with the 
figris "of triumph, Tiberius declaring, that he thus diftin- 

5 ;utfhed him out of refpeft to Sejanus, who was his nephew, per^u^r^ 
ii^he courfeof this year died three perfons of great dif- 
rih^lion ; Ateius Capito, the civilian 5 Afinius Saloninus, frcvfrai H- 

S ndfon to M. Agrippa, half-brother to Drufus (Sj 5 and iujirwu 
celebrated Junia, niece to Cato of Utica, uterine fifter pfr/m. 
to Brutus, and wife to Caffius. She died fixty-four years 
after the battle of Philippi, in which her hulhand loft his 
life^i As (he was immenfely rich, her will made a great 
t^fe ; f6r (he kft legacies to almoft ril the great men of 
Rome, but liotking to Tiberius, who did not feem to refent 
is the lead this omiffion, but allowed her panegyric to be 
pi^dtinced in public, and her obfequics to be performed 
ijrith all the jtomp fuitable to her rank •• 

C. Afinius 6allus and C. Antiftius Vetus were the fuc- 
confuls. During their adminiftration, the famous 
Bejattas took the firft (Icps towards the execution of the 
black defigns he had been long meditating. As this pow- 
erful and ambitious minifter will henceforth a6l a principal 
part in the prefent hiftory, we (hall premife a fuccina ac* 7fie crip- 
count of his original, manners, and charaaer, copied from 
the moft authentic writers of antiquity. L. ^lius bejanus 
was born at Vulfinii in Hetruria, fon to Seius Strabo, who, 
though commander of the prxtorian guards under Augultas, 


c Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 75> 7 ^- 

(S) Afinius Pollio, the fa- name Afinius Gallus, who mar* 
mous orator and poet, one of ried Vipfania, the daughter ot 
Augufhis’s chief favourites, and Agrippa, after Tjbenu shad di: 
VirgiPs patrons, had k fon by r<^c^ her to marry Juba. 
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and in the beginning of Tiberius’s reign, was but a priratc 
Roman knight Junius Blsefus, who had commanded the 
legions in Pannonia, and lately fignalized himfelf againft 
Taefarinas in Africa, was his maternal uncle. He had 
other relations in great employments, and even brothers, 
who'had been confuls s ; but thefe were perhaps of the 
lian family, into which Sejanus was probably adopted. In 
the beginning of this reign he was joined with his father 
in the command of the praetorian guards, and even then in 
high favour with the prince ; fo that no colleague was af- 
figned him in that important employment when his father 
was fent into Egypt, the government of which kingdom 
was, by the regulation of Auguftus, committed only to 
private knights. In his early youth he was fufpecfled of 
having abandoned himfelf to the lewd defires of the famous 
Apicius (T). 

f Tacit. Ann. lib.iv. cap. i. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 6iS. e Veil. 

Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 127. 


(T) The ancients mention 
three of the fame name, all fa- 
mous epicures. The firfi lived 
in the times of the republic, and 
is fpoken of by Athenaeus (5). 
The fecond, who is mentioned 
by our hiilorian in this place, 
lived under Auguftus and Tibe- 
rius ; and the third, as appears 
from Suidas, under Trajan. 
The fccond was the moft famous 
of all for gluttony 5 for after he 
had, by voluptuous eating and 
drinking, reduced his immenfe 
wealth to ten millions of fmall 
fefterces, he chofc rather to end 
his life, than retrench the ufual 
cxpences of his table, for which 
the remaining fum was not fuf- 
jficient. Tongues of peacocks 
find nightingales, and the moft: 
exquifite meats that the forefts, 
fcas, or rivers, produced, were 
bis daily food (6). He is ftyled 
by Pliny, “ nepotum omnium 
altiffimus gurges ; the deepeft 
and moft iufatiable gulf of glut- 
tony that ever fwallowed an 


eftate.” Seneca, who was •his 
contemporary, tells us, that he 
publiflied a book of cookery, 
with which he infeefted the age 
he lived in (7); a treatife De 
Culinaria, that is, of cookery, 
was difeovered by Albanus To- 
rinus, in the ifland of Mague- 
lonne, near Montpelier, in 1 5 29, 
and printed at Bafie twelve 
years after : another copy of 
the fame treatife had been dif- 
eovered a hundred years before 
by Enoch us of Aicoli, under 
the pontificate of Nicolas V. 
To both thefe manuferipts was 
prefixed the name of M. Coe- 
lius Apicius ; but Voffius is of 
opinion, thatjthis Apicius lived 
long after the famous epicure of 
that name, whofe books De 
Irritamentis Gulae, concerning 
provocatives for the palate, 
and De Jufcellis, concerning 
broths, are mentioned by Se- 
necca (8), Ifidore of Seville (9), 
and the old fcholiaft of Juvenal. 


(c) Athcn. lib. iv. cap. ao. (6) Idem. ibid. 

dcConfol. ad Albin. (8) Idemi ibid, 

de Oiig. cap 4. 


(7).Senec. 
(9) Ifid. lib. XX. 

SejanU 
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Sejanus was artful, infinuating, bold, penetrating, and 
ambitious. He had gained fuch an afcendancy over the 
fpirit of Tiberius, that he, who was to all the reft of the 
world impenetrably referved, difclofed to this minifter his 
whole foul without difguife. The ambitious favourite, fee* 
ing himfelf, by the indulgence of his maftcr, raifed above 
his condition, entertained thoughts of foaring (till higher. 
He was, in power and authority, the fecond man in the 
Roman ftate : but he aimed at nothing lefs than the fo- 
vereignty: towards the attaining of which, his firft flep 
was to gain the affedlions of the praetorian guards, who 
were under his command. Till his time they had been 
quartered all over the city, and difperfed about the neigh* 
bouring towns and villages : but Sejanus, pretending, that 
while they were thus fcattered, they lived loofe and de- 
bauched, and could not be cafily colledfed into one body on 
any fudden emergency, obtained the emperor's permillion 
to aflemble them in one camp, where, he faid, military 
difciplinc would be obferved with more exaiSlnefs and fevc- 
rity. As foon as the camp was iinifhed, he made it his 
ftudy to gain the favour of the common foldiers, by his af- 
fability and oWiging behaviour : the tribunes and centu- 
rions were all chofen by him ; and he took care to employ 
none but his own creatures and dependents. 

Having thus attached to his intereft this formidable corps, 
the flower of the Roman forces, his next feheme was to 
gain a ftrong party in the fenate, which was no diiHculc talk 
for a favourite, at whofe difpofal were both the public mo- 
ney, and the public employments 5 for no fenator, however 
diftinguifhed by his birth, or perfonal accomplifhments, was, 
employed, unlefe recommended by Sejanus \ He is faid 
to have intcrefled even the wives of all the men of quality 
in Rome, by promifing to each in private that he would 
marry her whenever he fhould have attained the fovereign- 
ty. He did not even iiegledl: the emperor's freedmen, but 
carefully cultivated their friendfhip and attachment. In the 
mean time, Tiberius, inftead of curtailing the exorbitant 
power of his favourite, was ever extolling him in his fpccches, 
both to the fenate and people, as the fharer of his burdens. 
He even fuffered his effigies to be adored in all public 
places, and to appear among the eagles Of the legions 
for they all carried the figure of Sejanus in their colours, 
except thofe that were then quartered in Syria, which rc- 
fufed to follow the example of the reft 

* Tacit. Anna!, lib. iv. cap. i, * ^ 

m Tib, cap. 48. ^ ^ 
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Kts defigns But this miniiler’s deiign of raifing himfelf to the fove- 
Mt tht im- reign power met with many oUlrudlions. The imperiar 
penal fa- family bad a numerous iffue. The empcror^s fon was grown 
» up ) and his grandfons, the children of Germanicus, were 
now of age. This condderation, however, did not deter 
Sejanus from his wicked purfuits ; he rcfolved to cut off the 
reigning family, that none of the blood of the Caefars might 
traverfe his ambitious deiign : but as it was dangerous to 
effeft this all at once, he refolved to deftroy the whole race 
by degrees, and to begin with Drufus, who was continu- 
complaining of his overgrown power (UJ, and had 
lately, upon fome conteft, (haken his fift at him, and even 
given him a blow on the face. Upon this affront Sejanus, 
after having revolved various expedients to rid himfelf of 
fuch a rival, determined, at length, to apply to his wife 
nv^/e Livia, the filler of Germanicus. Having nrft, by pretend- 
^ violent paffion, induced her to comply with his cri- 
4$bauches> minal defires, he prevailed upon her afterwards, without 
much difficulty, to concur with him in deftroying her huf-, 
band. Thus the niece of Auguffus, the daughter-in-laW of 
Tiberius, the mother of fcveral children by Drufus, dif- 
graced herfelf, her anceftors, and her pofterity, with a vile 
adulterer ; and all to exchange her prefent condition, which 
was both honourable and certain, for the hopes of one 
equally infamous and uncertain \ for Sejanus had promifed 
to marry her upon the death of her hulband, and make her 
his partner in the empire. EudciUus was made privy to the 
wicked defign, becaufc he, as phyfician to Livia, under co- 
lour of his profeffion, was frequently with her in private, 
and confequcntly could advife and diredl her, without giv- 
ing any offence. Sejanus, to convince Livia of the fince- 
rity of his intention, as to the promifed marriage, and there- 
by encourage her to difpatch her hulband, divorced his wife 
Apicata. But Hill the atrocity of the crime alarmed Livia, 
and her ambition could not fmother, or get the better, of 
her remorfe. Sejanus, abandoned as he was, could not, 


(U) Drufus complained, and 
Indeed, with a great deal of rea- 
fon, that while he, the emperoris 
fon, was in the flower of his age, 
tinother was called, as coadjutor 
to the government; and even 
declared colleague in the em- 
pire. “ Sejanus (faid he) has 
already formed a camp for the 
guards, that, thus united, they 
may, all at once, receive hisor-f 


ders; the foldicry depend en- 
tirely upon him ; his llatue is 
fetupin the theatre of Pom pey ; 
in his grand-childreh the’bloo^l 
of the Dtuli will be mixed with 
that Jof Sejanus : what now re- 
mains but to fee him invefted 
with the foverergn power, while 
the emperor’s fou is excluded 
from any lhare in the adminif* 
tration 

without 
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t\"ittiout horror, think of imbruing bis hands in the blood 
of the emperor’s fon ; and thefe'fcriiples produced caution, 
delays, and great diftratlion in their counfels K 

In the mean time Drufus, the fecond fon of Germanicus, 

'afluming the toga virilis, had the fame honours decreed him 
by the fenatc which had been conferred on his cider brother 
Nero. On this occafion Tiberius made a fpcech in com- 
mendation of the youth, and likewifeof his foil Drufus, on 
account of the kindnefs he fhewed to his brother’s children. 

This raifed frefh jeaioufy in Sejanus, who, judging it time fje caufet 
to haften the execution of his wicked defign, ordered Eu- Drufuna 
demus to prepare a flow-working poifon, that the death of be poijontd. 
the young prince might be aferibed to a cafual diienfe The 
fatal potion was adminiflcfcd to Drufus by Lyj^ius the eu- 
nuch, one of his freedmen ; and the prince falling into a 
lingering diflemper, pined away and died 

Tiberius, during the whole time of his fon’s illnefs, ap- Yr. of FI. 
peared altogether unconcerned ; nay, after his death, when ®37»' 
his corpfe lay yet unburied, he went to the fenate ; and, 
fiifding the confuls had left their cunilc chairs, and placed 
themfelves, in token of their grief, on a common feat, he Tiberius 
put them in mind of their dignity and flation : and the fe- no 

nate burfting into tears, he fmothered his own forrow, and concern for 
comforted them in a fpeech delivered without the lead he- 
fitation. He told the fathers, that be W'as apprifed he might 
be cenfured for appearing among them while his grief was toihefe- 
yet frefh, when few, in the firft tranfports of their forrow, fiate. 
could endure even the confoling fpecches of their relations, 
or behold the day. Though thofc who thus indulged their 
grief, were not, he faid, to be condemned of weaknefs, 
yet he had fought for more powerful comforts, fuch as arofe 
from purfuing the welfare of the republic. He then la- 
mented the prefent condition of the imperial farnily, the 
extreme age of his mother, the tender years of his grand- 
fons, and his own life in its decline j and begged, that the 
fons of Germanicus, who alone could leflen the prefent 
misfortunes, might be introduced. 

In confequcnce of this defire, the confuls went for them; 
and, bringing in the two youths, Nero and Drufus, pre- 
fented them to the emperor, who, taking them by the hand, 
addrelled the fenate thus : Confeript fathers, thefe fa- lie tecoffh 

the rlefs children I commended to their uncle; and hefought 
bim, though he had ilTuc of his own, to bring them up, and 
cheriQi them no otherwife than if they were immediately 
defeended from. his own loins. Drufus being fnatched 


* Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 3. 
VoL. XII. 
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frotn I addrefe my prayers to you ; arid, in th^ prefefic6 
of the gods and our country, conjure you to receive into 
your proteftion, and take under your tuition, the great 
grand-children of Auguftus, defcended from moft illuftrious 
aaceftors ; fulfil your own duty towards them, fulfil mine.’' 
Then turning to the youths, he exhorted them to look upon 
the fcnate as their parents. This difcourfe was received 
with great fatisfadfion, and drew tears from the eyes of all 
prefent Before the fenate broke up, they decreed the 
fame honours to the memory of Drufus which they had 
before decreed to that of Germanicus, adding many others 
to them, agreeable to the genius of flattery. The obfequies 
were performed with the utmoft pomp, and the funeral 
proceflioi^iftinguifhed with a long train of images, repre- 
fenting Aeneas, the fuppofed father of the Julian family, 
all the kings of Alba, Romulus founder of Rome, all the 
heroes of the Claudian race, with Appius Claufus, the firfl 
of that family, who came to Rome at the head of them. 
Tiberius himfelf pronounced the panegyric of his fon, the 
people and fenate alFuming the outward appearance*' of 
mourners, but rejoicing in their hearts to fee the houfe of 
Germanicus brought nearer the throne. Befidcs, Drufus 
was generally hated, as being cruel, palfionate, addi6^cd to 
drinking, and all manner of debauchery. However, he 
lived in a friendly manner with Germanicus, and, after his 
death, ihewed himfelf kind, at leaft not ill-difpofed, to- 
wards his children. He left behind him two fons, one 
of whom did not long furvive him ; the other, named 
Tiberius Nero Gemellus, lived to the reign of Caius, by 
whom he was put to death. Tiberius, if we may give cre- 
dit to Suetonius, % defpifed them both, being doubtful 
whether they were really the fons of Drufus. When the 
funeral ceremonies were over, Tiberius refumed his ufual 
employments ; prohibited any farther vacation ; and to the 
ambalTadors of the Ilienfes or Trojans, who, rather too late 
in their compliments of condolence, anfwered, by way of 
raillery, as if the memory of bis lofs had been entirely ef- 
faced, that he, in his turn, condoled with them for having 
lofl: fo brave and eminent a citizen as He6tor. 

Sejanus, when he perceived the death of Drufus pafs un- 
revenged, encouraged with the fuccefs of his firfl: attempt> 
began to meditate now he might deftroy the fons of Get- 
manicus, whofe fucceifion to the empj.re was now indifput- 
able^ : but as he could not accomplifli bis detectable defigns 
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by poifon, bn account of the great vigilance of their mother 
Agrippina, and the diftinguiflied fidelity of their governors, 
be was obliged to attack them another way. He roufed the 
old hatred Livia bore to Agrippina, and by her means raifed 
fufpicions.againft her and her children in the mind of the 
emperor. His wicked counfeis had the defired elfed j for 
having by a thoufand calumnies and falfe infinuations ren- 
dered Livia, who was naturally greedy of power, inecon- 
ciieable to the widow of her grandfon, he compafled, by 
her means, the ruin of that unhappy family. 

In the mean time Tiberius attended the adminifiration of 
juftice at Rome, and difpatcbcd the petitions from the pro- 
vinces. At his defire the cities of Cityra in Afia, and 
jffigyra in Achaia, both overthrown by an earthquake, were, 
by a decree of the fenate, eafed of tribute for three years. 

Vibius Screnus, proconful of Farther Spain, or Bxtica, be- 
ing accufed of governing his province in a violent and arbi- 
trary manner, was condemned and banifhed to the ifland of d^ffined* 
Amorgos : but Carfius Sacerdos and Caius Gracchus ( W), 
benig charged with fupplying Taefarinas with corn, were 
both acquitted This year, at length, after many com- 
plaints from the prsetors, which had proved inefFe(Rual, 
Tiberius, who had before laid the players under various re- 
ftraints, and curtailed their wages, reprefented to the fenate, 
that they had, on many occafions, raifed tumults, and dif- 
turbed the public tranquility; that they promoted debau- 
chery in private families ; and that the obfeenities of the 
Ofcan farce, the fame with the Atellana, were grow^n to 
fuch excefs, that it required the authority of the fathers to Sta^e^ 
check them. Upon thefe complaints from the emperor, the 
players were all driven out of Rome and Italy and for- 
bidden, if we believe Dio Cafiius % to a£l in any place what- 
ever of the Roman dominions. . The fame year died one 


P Suet in Tib. cap. 13, Tacit. Anna). Jib. ir. cap. 14- 

Suet, in Tib. cap. 37. ' Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 617. 


(W) Caius Gracchus was foil 
to Sempronius Gracchus, who, 
on account of his amours with 
Julia, had been banifhed by 
Auguflus into the ifland of Cer- 
rina, and afterwards alTaflinated 
there by Tiberius’s order. 
When he firfl left Italy he took 
his Ibn Caius, then very young, 
along with him, as a companion 
in his exile. Caius grew up 
there among fugitives, and men 


deflitutc of liberal education ; 
and afterwards fupported him- 
felf by traffic between Africa 
and Sicily. But noiwithftand- 
ing the low condition to which 
he was reduced, the fplendor 
of bis illuflrious family would 
have occafioned his ruin, had 
not iEIius Lamia, and Lucius 
Apronius, fucceffively procon- 
fuls of Africa, cleared him from 
the crime laid to his 4 hJtrge* 

X a 
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of Df ufus’$ twins, for whofe death the emperor was greatly 
concerned. 

At the fame time Lucilius Capito, the emperor’s procura- 
tor in Afia, being accufed by the province, Tiberius protelt- 
ed, that Lucilius had no authority from him but over his 
Haves ; that he had only impowered him to collecl his do- 
meftic rents : and therefore, if he had ufurped the aiitho- 
rity of a praetor, or employed military force, he had tranf- 
grelfed his orders. Hereupon the fcnate, after hearing the 
allegations of the province, found him guilty, and he was 
condemned. The cities of Afia were fo pleafed with the 
moderation Tiberius fliewed on this occafion, and the feve- 
rity with which he had proceeded the year before againft 
Caius Silanus, accufed of cruelty and extortion, that they 
decreed a temple to him, to his mother, and to the fenate ; 
and it was accordingly built at Smyrna*. Towards the end 
of this year, Servius Maluginenfis dying, his fon was ap- 
pointed flameu dialis, or priefl of Jupiter, in his room, and 
Cornelia chofen fuperior of the Veftals, in the place of-) 
Scantia, likewife deceafed. To Cornelia a prefent of fwo 
thoufand great feflerces was decreed, and a privilege granted 
to Livia of fitting among the Veftals in the theatre K 

In the following year, Sergius Cornelius Ccthegus and 
L Vifellius Varro being confuls, the pontiffs, and after 
their example the other prielts, making vows for the prol- 
perity of the emperor, commended, at the fame time, 
and Drufus to the gods 5 a circumftance which greatly pro- 
voked riberiufi, who, fending for the pontiffs, examined 
them whether they had paid that compliment to the intrea- 
ties or menaces of Agrippina. The pontiffs denied they had 
been influenced by either : neverthelefs, the emperor re- 
buked them for putting youths upon the level with a man 
of bis years 5 and afterwards, in a fpeech to the fenate, ex- 
horted the fathers to take care for the future not to inflate 
the pride of the young men with untimely honours, Stja- 
nus, ever intent?' on improving all opportunities’ of inflaming 
fiberiiis againft Agrippina, feized this occafion toinfinuate, 
that Home was rent into fa<Slions; that already fome had 
the boldnefs to declare themfelves openly the parti fans of 
Agrippina ; and that there was no other remedy againft the 
prevailing fpirit of fa£lion but the cutting off, under other 
prcteiicCM, one or two of the moll daring and powerful. It 
wa.s, therefore, by the emperor, thought expedient, that the 
iV-ppofed rifing faction fhould be immediately fuppreffed, by 
the uuer ruin ot all the friends of the houfe of Germanicus. 

Dio, lib. Ivii* p.. 607. Suet- in Aug. cap. 44. 

The 
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The chief among thcfe were Caius Siliu& and Titins Sabi- Cains Si* 
ims. Other confiderations, befides the friendfhip of Ger- 
manicus, concurred to ruin Silius. He had commanded 
for feven years a powerful army, and been diftinguifhcd 
with the enfigns of triumph for his exploits in Germariy ; 
he had routed Sacrovir, and fupprefled the revolt in Gaul ; 
but by boafling of his fervices, and publicly aflTerting, that 
he had fecured the fovereign authority to Tiberius, by keep- 
ing his foldiers in their fidelity, when the other legions in 
Germany revolted, he had incurred the difpeafure of the 
emperor, who was glad of any favourable opportunity to 
get rid of the perfon who had rendered him fuch important 
fervices. So that his chief offence was too much fervice 
done to Tiberius : thence that refined obfervation of 'Fa- 
citus, that benefits are fo far acceptable as it feems poflible 
to requite them, but when once they have exceeded all re- 
ward, hatred is returned for gratitude. His wife too, Sofia 
Galla, contributed to his ruin by her friendfliip and inti- 
macy with Agrippina. Both Tiberius and Sejanus thought 
it advifeable to have Silius and his wife arraigned firft, 
and delay, for a time, the trial of Sabinus. Accordingly 
the fenate was fummoned, and Silius accufedby Varro, the 
conful, of having maintained a correfpondence with the au- 
thors of the revolt in Gaul, and dilhonoured his viclory 
with cruel extortions. The behaviour of hi^wife, and her 
avarice, were likewife urged as crimes in him. Silius made 
no defence, being well convinced it would be to no pnr- 
pofe : he only dropped fomc words, to fliew by whofe ma- 
lice he was opprclfed. They were both declared guilty of 
treafon ; for under that article the whole charge was brought 
againfl them. Silius prevented his condemnation by a vo- Prevenu 
luntary death ; yet his eftate was confifeated, contrary to con* 
the conftant cullom of Auguftus, who bcftt)wed on the 
children of the condemned the efiates of fuch as died be- dtath, 
fore fentence, whether their death was natural or voluntary, 

Calpurnius Pifo was tried next, and charged by Chiintus Cafpurnrus 
Granius with treafonabic words, privately uttered againft 
the emperor. To this charge the accufer added, that Tifo 
kept poifon in his houfe, and came into the fenate, armed 
with a dagger. The latter article feemed incredible, and 
therefore was dropped; but for other crimes, of which he 
Was no lefs falfely accufed, he was put upon his defence $ 
hut his condemnation M'’as avoided by a natural death (X). 

I Then 

(X) L. Calpurnius Pifo was ened, as we have related above, 
one of the boldefl men at that to quit Rome, and to retire into 
time in Rome, and had threat- feme diftant corner of the earth, 

X 3 where 
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Then' compUints were made of Caffius Severus, whojj 
though formerly confined to the ifland of Crete for his pc-? 
tulant and fatirical writings, yet continued, even in his 
^ile, his former practices, defaming the mod illuftrious 
perfons in Rome. He was therefore deprived of his eftate, 
and banifhed into the inhofpitable ifland of Seriphos ‘ (Y), 
This year an end was put to the war with Taefarinas the 
Numidian, who was utterly routed and killed by P. Dola- 
bella, proconful of Africa, with the affiftance of Ptolemy, 
who had fucceeded his father Juba in the kingdom of Mau- 
ritania. The proconfuf claimed the enCgns of triumph for 
his vidtory, which had been granted to three others ; but 
Tiberius refufed him that mark of diftinftion, in compli- 
ment to Sejanus, that the fame of hjs uncle Blsefus might 
not be thereby eclipfed. Dolabella, on his return to Rome, 
brought with him many captives of eminence, among whom 
was the fon of Taefarinas ; and was attended by ambafla- 
dors from the Garamantes, a people of the Inner Lybia, 

t Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. it, 13, 17, at, 31. 

where he might be free from his violence, and his wife’s 
the mercileis purfuits of the in- flruggling, he made his report 
formers. He afterwards, in de- to the fenate, who immediately 
fiance of the power of Livia, appointed judges to try the praj- 
profecuted her favourite Urgu- tor. In the mean time, his 
lania, and could not be prevail- grandmother Urguliinia, who, 
cd upon to drop the profecution, as we have obferved above, was 
though fhe had taken fanftuary one of Livia’s chief favourites, 
in the emperor^s palace. Tibe- finding flie could not, with alf 
rius dliTembled his difpleafure at her interefl, fave^the life of her 
tbefe freedoms ; but, though he grandl'on, fent him, by the ad- 
ofren fupprefled his refencment, vice of Tiberius, as was fup- 
yet deep imprellions remained pofed, a dagger, which was ta- 
in his unforgiving foul. ciily advifing him to prevent his 

(Y) About this time, Plau- impending condemnation by a 
tius Silvanus, prsetor, killed his voluntary death. The criminal 
wife Apronia, by throwing her had not courage enough to make 
headlong out of ope of the win- ufe of the dagger ; but, cauling 
dows of his apartment. ^ Being hi$ veins to-be opened, bled to 
carried by Apronius, his father- death. After his death, his 
in-law before the emperor, he former wife Numantia, whom 
pretended, that,, while he was he had divorced to marry A- 
afleep, his wife had been the pronia, was accu fed of having, 
pccalion of her own death. Up- by charms and potions, difor- 
pn this anfwer, Tiberius hafleti- dered the underftanding of her 
ed to Silvanus’s chamber ; and, hufbaiid ; but was acquitted ( i }. 
finding ther^ evident ' marks of 

(f) Tacit Ain. lib. iV. cap* 

who, 



Th Romm ITiftory. 


who, being frightened by the death of Tacfarinas, whom 
they had afli{led 3 thought it advifeable to appeafc the rc- 
feiitment of the Roman people. To Ptolemy king of Mau- 
ritania, who had borne a great fhare in this war, was dif- 
patched a fcnator, with an ivory (laff, and an embroidered 
robe; prefents which the Roman people ufed to fend,* in 
ancient times, to kings, who were their friends and confe- 


derates The fame year, one Titus Curtifius, formerly a A fertile 
foldier of the praetorian guards, fowed the feeds of a fervile ‘loar {up- 
war, inviting^ by declarations publicly hung up, all flaves 
to refume their liberty. This tumult was fupprefl'ed jult as 
it was breaking out, the leader himfcif, and the molt refo- 


lute of his partifans, being furprifed and dragged to Rome, 
which was already in great confternation, on account of 


the immcnfe number of domeftic flaves 


During the fame confulate, Rome faw an example of nbitisSe^ 
horror, and unnatural cruelty, which alone is fufficient to renus ac^ 
render the reign and memory of Tiberius execrable to the 
► lateft poflerity. Vibius Serenus, proconful of the Farther 
Spain, was condemned, as we have already related, for 
arbitrary adminiftration, and baniflicd to the iHand of 
Amorgos : but now that unhappy hither was dragged from 
the place of his exile to a frefti trial, being accufed by his 
fon of treafonable pracStices againft the majefty of the em- 
peror. The father appeared before the fenale, bound in 
chains, with a dcje6led countenance, and in the difmal 
habit of a criminal, while the fon, in the gayeft attire, as 
if he intended to infult nature itfcif, alleged a plot framed 
by his father againft the emperor, accufing him, at the 
fame time, of having fent confpirators into Gaul, to ex- 
cite that people to reunion. He like wife charged Caecilius 
Cornutus, formerly praetor, with having fupplied ihe con- 
fpirators with money. Cornutus, though innocent, no fooner 
heard himfcif accufed, than looking upon his accufation 
only as a flgnal of deft ru£f ion, killed himfcif: but Serenus, 
turning full upon his fon, and fhaking his chains, begged 
of the gods, with tears in his eyes, that they would rtflorc 
him to the place of his exile, where he might pafs his days, 
far from fuch obje^s of horror ; and that they would one 
day take juft vengeance of fuch a cruel and unnatural fon. 

He tfeen urged, that Cornutus ,was innocent, and only 
frightened with a fajfe accufation. He challenged his foil 
to produce other witnefles, and name other confederates, 
fmee it was not probable, that, with one accomplice only, 
he (hould have conceived the deflgn of murdering the 


« Tacit, Ann. lib. iv, cap. ay- 

X4 


« Idem ibid, cap- ay- 
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The Roman H^ojy^ 

pr’infe, and introducing a change in the govemtnent. Thq 
aecufer then named Cneius L^ntulus, and Seius Tubero, 
both men of the firft rank in Rome, and Tiberius’s inti- 
mate friends. Befides, Lentulus was extremely old, and 
Tubero broken with infirmities, infomuch that Tiberius 
hinafelf was confounded at hearing them named * (Z). Tu- 
bero was difcharged, but the flaves of the pretended crimi- 
nal were examined upon the rack ; and their teilimony 
proved favourable to their mafter. The populace, pro- 
voked at fuch fcandaleus proceedings, began to threaten 
the unnatural fon with the punifhments infli£led by the 
laws on parricides ; menaces which fo terrified him, that 
he fled privately from Rome, and withdrew to Ravenna. 
TiberiUvS, ft ill remembering fome free expreflfions, which 
Serenus had ufed, in a letter written to him eight years 
7her(^ before, and not difguifing his old hatred, obliged the fon 
wngtful to return, and purfue the adlion begun againft his father. 

Nothing could be proved againft him ; notwithftanding 
the votes being taken, he was fentenced to death as a 
traitor (A). * 

Semeral In the courfe of the fame year were accufed, and con- 
perfons ac^ vi<£^ed, Caius Cominius, a Roman knight, Publius Silius, 
formerly quseftor to Germanicus, and Catus Firmius, a 
feiKUor. Cominius had written a fcurrilous poem againft 
the cnipeTor, who neverthelefs pardoned him, at the in- 
treatie:i of his brother, who was a fenator. Silius, being 
convichcl of taking a bribe, in an affair which he w'as to 
dt.cidc as a judge, was by the fenate only condemned to be 
expelled Italy. But this fenience appearing too mild to the 
emperor, he caiifed him to he banilhed into an ifland, after 
Iniviiig declared upon oath, that he coriluked therein the 

X Tacit. Ann. lib. cap. 29. 

injuftlcc, granted him his life. 
Hereupon Alinius Gallus wjs 
for confining him to the ifland 
of Gyarus, or to that ot Do- 
nufa This motion was diflik- 
ed by the emperor, becaulc 
both thefe’ iflands were deftitute 
of water : and to whom life is 
granted, faid he, the neceflTarics 
of life ought likewife to be 
granted. Serenus was therefore 
remanded to Amorgos (i). 

(1) Tacit ' Aan. lib. , iv. cap. aS, jc. 


(Z) Dio Caflius tell? us, that 
LentuUis, finding hiinfelf, aged 
as he was, charged with medi- 
tating the murder of the prince, 
and a change of ihite, broke in- 
to a loud laugh ; and that the 
emperor inflantly acquitted him, 
faying, “ I do not deferve to 
live, if I am hated even by 
Lentulus.” 

(A) Tiberius, to mitigate 
the odium accruing to him 
ffom fuch a gifting piece of 


wclfiire 
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v;relfare of the republic. This fevcrky, which was then 
* feverely cenfured, turned out afterwards to the emperor's 
praife ; for Silius, returning to Rome in the reign of 
Claudius* proved an abandoned mercenary, and one of the 
moll execrable minifters of that inhuman tyrant: a proof 
of Tiberius^s deep penetration, and thorough know]ege*of 
mankind *, a knowlege in which he has been equalled by 
few, and excelled by none. Catus Firmius was likewife 
fentenced to leave Italy, for forging dimes of trealbn 
againll his lifter: but, as he had been iiiftrumental in pro- 
curing the defl.ru£lion of Libo Drufus, by lirft malicioully 
feducing, and afterwards informing againfl him, Tiberius, 
mindful of this fervice, but pretending other motives, faved 
him from banifhment, but did not oppilc his being expell- 
ed the fenate 

Tacitus begins the following year, when Coflus Corne- 
lius Lentulus, and M. Afinius Agrippa were confuls, with 
an account of the arraignment and noble defence of Cre- • 

mutius Cordus, a celebrated hiftorian, who was accufed of 
ha^dng praifed Brutus, in the annals he had publiftied, and 
ftylcd CalFius the laft: of the Romans ; which was the eulo- 
gium beftowed upon him by Brutus himfelf. His accufers 
were Satrius Secundus, and Pinarius Natta, both creatures 
of Sejanus ; a circumllance which he regarding as a fignal 
of his deftru£lion, and belides obferving great llcrnnefs and 
indignation in the countenance of 'riberius, abandoned all 
hopes of life ; he fpoke in his own defence with the fpirir, 
and ip the llyle, of a true Roman (B) ; and then withdniw- 

ing 

y Tacit, Annal. lib. iv. cap. 31. 


Crimuiius 
Cordus or* 


(ft) As to facls, confeript 
fathers (faid he), I am fo free 
from guilt, that words only are 
produced agaiiill me. But nei- 
ther were my words uttered 
againft the prince, or his father, 
who are the only perfons com- 
prifed under the law^ of treafon. 
1 am charged v/lth having praif- 
ed Brutus and Callius ; men 
whofe exploits many have dif* 
played, and all in honourable 
terms. Titus Livius, one of 
our moft famous writers, both 
for eloquence and veracity, be- 
llowed fuch high encomiums 
upon Pompey, that Augullus 
fly led hien'a Pompeian j nor did 


this, in the leall, prejudice 
their frlendlhip. He no whcie 
calls Sciplo Africaniis, nor even 
this Calfms, this Brutus, thieves 
and parricides, as they are now 
commonly, termed, bur ohen 
mentions them as worthy and 
famous men. The writings ot 
Afinius Pollio have convej^ed 
down to us the memory of the 
fame men, under honourable 
charadlers. iVIelfala Corvinus 
was proud of having bad Caf- 
iius for his general ; and, for all 
this, both thefe writers flourifti- 
ed, in wealth and honours, un- 
der Auguflus. M. Cicero ex- 
tolled Cato to the ikies ; and, 
never- 
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ingfrom thc fenate, ftatved himfelf to death. The fathers 
condemned bis books to be burnt by the sedilcs. This whole 

year 


nevcrthelefs, Ca^farthe di^bitor 
contented himfelf with anfwer* 
ing it in the fame ftyle, as if he 
had been before his judges. 
The letters of Mam Antony, 
the fpeechesof Brutus, are full 
of rqjroaches againft Auguftus ; 
falfe, indeed, and groundlefs, 
but urged with great bitterncfs^ 
The poems of and 

Catullus, though hlWwith fa- 
tirical and virulent reflections 
upon the Cjefars, are flill read. 
The deified Julius, the deified 
Auguftus, bore thefe inveCtives; 
whether with greater modera- 
tion or wifdom, 1 cannot eafily 
fay ; for things of that nature, 
if negleCled, are but fliort-lived, 
whereas they argue, when re- 
fen ted, ft guilty confcience. I 
forbear mentioning the Greeks, 
among whom not only the free- 
dom, but even the licentiouf- 
ncfs of fpeech is unpunithed ; 
oi, if any correffion is return- 
ed, it is only by revenging 
words with words. It has been 
ever allowed, and at no time 
though i matter of reproach, to 
pafs our judgment upon thofc 
whom death has exempted from 
hiitred and favour. Do I, with 
ieditioiii) harangues, iuflanie the 
people to civil wars, pr -exhort 
them to join Caflius and Brutus 
now in arms, and ipafters of the 
fields of Philippi ? Brutus and 
Callius, now above feventy years 
flain, are ftill knowp in their 
flatues, which even the coii» 
queror did not deftroyt w'hy 
then may not an hiftorian pre- 
fer ve their memories in his 
iv I icings ? I m partial poflerity 
does eveiyv one juflke; and, 
it my deaths 


will not be wanting fome, who 
will not only maintain the mei* 
mory of Brutus and Caflius, but 
mine alfo.” Notwithftanding 
this fpirited defence, the hifto- 
rian, not doubting but he would 
have been condemned by the 
fervile fenate, returned home, 
and ended his life by abftinence. 
What Cordus fays here of the 
ftatues of Caflius and Brutus, is 
confirmed by other writers, 
namely by Plutarch, who tells 
us, that Auguftus took care, 
that all the honours which had 
been paid to the two heads of 
the republican party ip tl^eir 
life-time, fliould be preferved 
inviolable to them alter their 
-death ; and relates, to this pur- 
pofe, the following ftory : as 
Auguftus was pafling through 
the city of Mediolanum, in (ii» 
falpine Gaul, he obferved a lla» 
rue of Brutus, which was of 
excellent workmanfhip, and 
ftrongly refembled the original. 
Upon this he paufed j and, in 
the prefence of many who at- 
tended him, called the magif- 
trates before him, and told them, 
that their town had broken the 
league, and honoured one of 
his enemies. At firft, the roa- 
giftrates denied the faff, and, 
not knowing what he aimed at, 
ftared upon one another, as 
men under an inexf^reflible fur- 
prize. 1 hen Auguftus, j>oint- 
ing to the flat tie, aiked them 
with H frown, “ is not that my 
enemy, whom you have receiv- 
ed, into the very heart of your 
city ? At thefe words, the 
ihiagiftrates, ftill more aftoniih - 
were ftrytek dumb. Where* 
^pon foftibog, com- 

mended 
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,year accufatione w^jre purfued with fuch rigour, that even 
during the feftival of the feriae Latinae, while Drufus, pro- 
bably the fon of Germanicus, who had been appointed go- 
vernor of Rome, was afeending the tribunal, to take pof- 
feflion of his new employment, Calpurnius Salvianus pre- 
ferred a charge againft Sextus Marius ; which Tiberius 
highly refented, publicly rebuking the informer, who was 
immediately banlfhcd by the fenate. 

The inhabitants of Cyzicum were this year accufed of 
negle£i:mg the worfhip of the deified Augultus, which they 
had eftabliChe;^ in their city, and of committing violences 
upon fome Roman citizens. They were therefore deprived 
of their liberty, which had been formerly granted them by 
the Roman people, in confidcration of their gallant beha- 
viour during the Mithridatic war. Fonteius Capito, for- 
merly proconful of Afia, was accufed at the fame time, 
but acquitted; it appearing that the crimes laid to his charge 
by Vibius Serenus had no exiftence : and yet Serenus ef- 
• caged unpunilhed. 

About this time, ambalTadors arrived in Rome from the 
Farther Spain, to obtain permifilon to ere£l: a temple, after 
the example of Afia, to Tiberius and his mother. When 
they were introduced to the fenate, the emperor feized that 
occafion to corifute thofe who taxed him with ambition, for 
having allowed the Afiatics to pay him divine honours, 
and fpoke in the follo>ving manner : ‘‘ 1 know, ‘confeript 
fathers, that I am generally blamed, and taxed with in- 
conftancy, for not oppofing the cities of Afia, when they 
prefented this petition. I fliall therefore now acquaint you 
with the motives of my former filcrice, and, at the fiime 
time, with the rules I propofe to follow for the future. As 
the deified Auguftus did not oppofe the founding of a tem- 
ple at Pergamus to himfelf, and the city of Rome, F, with 
whom all his adtions and fayings have the force of laws, 
followed a precedent already approved, the more willingly 
hecaufe to the worfhip bellowed upon me was annexed that 
oF the fenate ; but as the accepting of that honour, in one 
inflance, deferves pardon, fo to ne adored in every pro- 
vince, under the facred reprefentations of the deities, fa- 
vours of pride and ambition : befidcs, the rendering com- 
mon, ana in a manner proftituting this honour, would be 
detra£ling from the glory of Auguftus. For myfeJf, con- 
script fathers, I acknowlege to you, and would have pofte- 

mended them for their conftancy the ftatue (hould remain ftand- 
tc) their friends,’ though in ad- ing as he fov^nd it. 
and left order*, that 
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rity know, that I am a mortal man, and fubjedl:, like 
others, to the common infirmities of nature. Jt is enough 
for me to hold the chief place among you ; and pofterity 
will fufficiently honour my memory, if they believe me to 
have been worthy of my anceftors, careful of your alFairs, 
untnoved in dangers, fearlefs of private hatred for the pub- 
lic welfare. Thefe are the temples which I would raife in 
your breads, thefe the beft and mod lading images. As 
for temples and datucs of done, if thofe who are worfhip- 
ped in them come to be condemned by the judgment of 
poderity, they are defpifed, as their fepulch^es. I there- 
fore here implore oui allies and citizens, all the gods and 
goddedes, befeeching the latter to. grant me, tp the end of 
my life, a mind undidurbed, and a thorough knowlege of 
. the laws human and divine ; and the former to celebrate 
my a<flions, whenever my diflblutioit comes, with a kind 
remembrance 

Seranus Sejanus, intoxicated with his exceflive power, and urged 
ejksyoung by the importunity of Livia, the widow of Drufus, who 
Livia in continually reminding him of his promife, prefentec5 a 

marriage, memorial to the emperbr, begging, that if a hufband were 
fought for Livia, he would remember his friend, to whom 
he had already given innumerable indances of his affedlion 
and benevolence. He added, that Augudus, in the dif- 
pofal of his daughter, had not been without hopes of fome 
Roman kuight ^ that he had nothing in view but the glory 
of Inch an aftinity, and the fafety of his children, fince 
their alliance with the imperial family would fulHcIently 
iVrcon them againft the wrath and malice of Agrippina. 
For himfelf, he faid,, he cared to live no longer than he 
could be ferviceahle to fo gracious and benevolent a prince. 
Tiberius's Tiberius commended the fidelity of Sejanus, curforily 
mufwer to recMpitulated his own favours towards him, and demanded 
time to examine his requed with more maturity. At length 
he explained his difapprobation of the project ; but with- 
out feeming in the lead difpleafed at the arrogance and 
prefumption of his minider ; on the contrary, he ail’uicd 
birn, tiicre was no recompence fo high, but he might claim 
it from his favour and affe6fion : that he was actually me-- 
dit ifing fehemes for hivS intered and honour, which he 
would declare on a proper occafion, either in the fenate, or 
affembiy of the people. 

Scianas was alarmed at this anfwer, being well acquaint- 
ed with the emperor’s dark and didruftful temper: laying, 
therefore, afide all thoughts of marrying Livia, he ear- 

* Tacir. Ann. lib, iv. cap. 17> 
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neftiy hitreated him not to give ear to the flanderous reports 
of hiy enemies, nor hearken to the malicious infinuatigns 
of fuch as hated him only on account of bis unihaken fide- 
lity. The more he rcfietfed on the emperor^s anfwer, the 
more apprehenfive he grew of giving him umbrage. He 
was chiefly at a lofs how to condudf himfelf with refpcdl 
to the crowds of pcrfons of all ranks, who daily frequented 
his houfe, to court his favour. To refiifc them admicrance 
would be impairing his power; and the encourajdng of 
them might, as was juftly apprehended, funiilh a liandle 
for criminal accufations. 

After mature deliberation, he refolved to urge the em- 
peror to leave Rome, and retire to fomc pleafant place, re- 
mote from the noife and hurry of the city. From this 
counfel he promifed himfelf great advant;jgcs : he knew 
there could be no accefs to the prince but by him ; all let- 
ters and exprefies being conveyed by foldiers, who were at 
his devotion, would pafs through bis hands; the emperor, 

, declining in age, and growing flotliful and eficminaie 
tlTrough the folitude of the place, w^ould more eafily tranf- 
fer upon him the whole charge of the empire; finally, he 
himfelf woidd be removed from the crowds of fuch as, to 
make their court, attended him at Rome ; therefore one 
fource of envy would be ifopped. He began by degrees to 
rail at ibc Imrry of bufinefs at Rome, artfully infinuating 
to Tiberius the great inconveniencies of the city, the con- 
ilant trouble of attending, the fenate, the difeontented and 
feditious temper of the people ; highly extolling, at the 
fame time, a quiet and folitary retirement, a life without 
anguilh of mind, free from envy and ill-will, and therefore 
more fit to difpatch important and weighty matters. 

In the courfe of this year Lucius Pifo, governor of the 
Hither f>pain, as he travelled through the province unguard- 
ed, was fuddenly attacked by a peafant, and difpatehed wdth 
one blow. The ailallin, by the fleetnefs of his horfe, ef- 
caped to a neighbouring forell:, and there quitted him : but 
the horfe being taken, the owner was foon difeovered, 
feized, and put to the rack, which he bore wdth incredible 
conftancy and rcfolution, declaring that his accomplices 
might fafely behold his fufferings ; for no torture, or pain, 
however exquifite, ftiould extort from him a difeovery. 
Next day, as they were dragging him again to the rack, he 
broke from his keepers, and dafhed his head with fuch vio* 
leuce againlt a Hone, that he immediately expired 

a Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 45, 46. 

In 


sn 

Sejanus 
alarmed at 
*Ttbertus*t 
anfwtr* 


Sejanus 
urges the 
emperor 
to league 
Home. 


Lucius 
Pi/b killed 
by a pea-' 
J'ant» 



8 The Romem 

Fopp^us In the fucceeding confulfliip of Lenttilus GetuUcug, the , 
Sabinut fon of Cneius Lentulus, and Caius Calvifius Sabinus, Pop* 
di^€4»ts th9 pgeus Sabinus was honoured with the enfigns of triumph, 
^kracwns. 1 ^ 1 ^ fuccefsful exploits agairtft the wild Thracians, who 
. had taken arms, and endeavoured to expel the Romans, on 
actount of their railing recruits amongft them, and convey* 
ing their ftoutefl youth from the country. They were, 
after a vigorous refiftance, utterly defeated by Sabinus, and 
forced to fubmit This year difcord began to reign in the 
imperial family ; which we fliall fee end, at lall, in the 
<ieltru61;ioii of Agrippina. Claudia Pulchfa, her coufni, 
being accufed, by Domitius Afer, of adultery with Furnius, 
and likewife of employing magical charms, and preparing 
poifon for the emperor, Agrippina, being of a violent tem- 
per, flew to Tiberius and finding him facrificing to Au- 
guilus, took occafion, from the facrifice he was offering, to 
Agrippi- upbraid him with his coftdu<^'k. She faid it ill became the 
na^s re- fame man to offer victims to the deified Auguftus, and pro- 
proachup- fecute his pofterity j that his divine fpirit was not transfufed 
Qnliberius, dumb ftatues and images; that the genuine images‘of 
Auguftus were his defcendants, of whom herfelf was one, 
in great diftrefs, and in the ftate of a fuppliant. She added, 
that other crimes were, in vain, alleged againft Pulchra, 
when the caufe of her intended ruin was, that (he had un- 
advifedly loved Agrippina, even to adoration, not remem- 
bering the fate of Sofia, whofe condemnation and misfor- 
tunes were owing to the fame crime, the like unfeafonable 
affec^i(m. Thefe reproaches highly provoked Tiberius ; 
but as he had a perfect command of his temper, he only 
rebuked her in a Greek verfe, which he quoted from an 
ancient tragedy, “ If you do not reign, you think yourfelf 
injured and then difmifled her, without vouchfafing any 
farther anfwer. Pulchra and Furnius, notwithftanding the 
folicitations and remonftrances of Agrippina, were both 
condemned. 

She defines Some time after this incident, Agrippina falling fick, the 
« ftcoid emperor vifitcd her ; when llie, after many tears, and long 
filence, at length intreated him to give her a hafband, in 
whom Ihe and the children of Gcrmanicus might find a 
faithful protestor againft the malicious defigns of their ene- 
mies. Tiberius, apprifed to what a height of power the 
perfon would be raifed, who married the grand-daughter of 
Auguftus, and not chufing openly to deny fo reafonable a 
requeft, left it fhould betray jeaioufy or fear in him, in- 

Idcra. Ann, Ub. iv. cap. 
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^ftantly left Her. This behaviour was refentcd by A grip-* 
pina. Sejanus, to inflame her ftill more, and by theie 
means haften her ruin, employed his emiffaries to warn her, 
under colour of friendfhip, that poiforr was prepared for 
her ; and that fhe ought to avoid eating at her father-in- 
law's table. As Agrippina was a ftranger to diflimulatidn, 

{he followed their advice j and, though Ihe fat near the 
emperor, touched no part of the meat. Tiberius, obferv- agents of 
sng her ablUnence, in order to be the better convinced of Sejanus, 
her fufpicions, after having praifed the apples that ilood be- 
fore him, prefented fome of them to her with his own 
hand. This prefent only increafed the fufpicion of Agrip- 
pina, who, without even offering to tafte them, delivered 
them to the attendants. However, Tiberius, always dark 
and referved, fpoke not a word; but, turning to his mo- 
ther, whifpered, “ No wonder (faid he), that I flioiild ufe 
feverity with her, fince fhe charges me with a defign of 
poifoning her.” Hence a rumour was fpread, that her ruin 
► was refolved upon ; but that the emperor, not daring to at- 
teiTipt it openly, intended to difpatch her by fome fecret 
means. ^ Tiberius, to fupprefs that report, by diverting the 
public converfation upon other topics, attended the lenatc 
with great afliduity, and gave audience to feveral ambafladors Continikn 
from Alia, contending in what city the temple, lately de- about the 
creed to Tiberius^ fliould be built. For this honour eleven temple </?- 
cities ftrove ; but, when the votes of the fenators were col- 
le^edj the pretenfions of Smyrna were preferred (C^. It 

was 


(C) For this honour eleven 
cities flrove with ecjual ambi- 
tion, urging their antiquity, and 
diftinguiflied zeal for the Ro- 
man people, during their feve- 
ral wars with Perfes, Arifloni- 
cus, and other kings. But the 
Hypsepenians^ Tra Ilians, Lao- 
diceans, and Mftgnelians, were 
difinificd at oUgc, as not fuffi- 
cient for the charge. The £li- 
enfes or Trojans reprefented, 
that Troy was the mother of 
Rome; but ^had no advantage 
over the reft, befldes the glory 
of antiquity. The Halicanwf- 
fians urged, that for twelve hun- 
dred years their city had not 
be^n fiiaken by e^itbquafees ; 
and promifed to lay the founda- 


tions of the temple on a folid 
rock. The fame plea was 
brought by the inhabitants of 
Pergamus ; but as a temple was 
already ere<^ed in their city to 
Auguftus, that dilllndtion was 
judged fufficient for them. The 
cities of Ephefus and Miletus 
were though t al ready fu fticient ly 
employed with the ceremonies 
of their peculiar deities, the 
former with thofe of Diana, the 
latter with thofe of Apollo. 
Thus the difpute was confined 
to Sardis and Smyrna. The 
former ^urged their antiquity, 
power, and opulence : they re- 
cited a decree of the Hetru- 
rians, acknowleging them for' 
kitiftncn ; for they pretended to 
derive 
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'Wzs alfo moved by Vibius Marfas, that Lentulus, to whom, 
the province of Alia had fallen, fliould have a legate ex- 
traordinary appointed, to fupervife the building of the tem- 
ple. The motion was approved, and Lentulus empowered 
to choofe whom he pleafcd ; but he, through modefty, de- 
clining this privilege, Valerius Nafo was drawn by lot from 
among thofe who had been prastors 
Vr. of FI. This year, the twelfth of his reign, Tiberius put in ex- 
a^ 74 - ecution the delign which he had long meditated, of leaving 
A. D. 26. his departure he declared that he was goinginto 

* Campania only to dedicate a temple to Jupiter at Capua, 
Tiberius cviie at Nola to Augullus ; but in truth determined never 

adandons to return to Rome. Moft hiftorians, who wrote before 
Rome. Tacitus, aferibe this refolucion to the artful infinuations of 
Sejanus j but as he continued in his retirement fix years 


c Tacit, Ann. lib. iv. cap. 5^* 


derive their original from Arys, 
the foil of Hercules by Oni- 
phale, who is fuppofed to have 
had two Ions, LydusandTyr- 
rbenits : the former remained in 
his native country, which from 
him was called Lydia : and the 
latter fettled in Hetruria, where 
his followers w'ere from him 
named Tyrrhenians, They like- 
wife enlarged on the opulence of 
the ancient Lydians, on the co« 
Ionics feut under Pelops into 
Greece, which from him took 
the name of Peloponnefus, their 
league with Rome, during the 
war with Macedon, Stc. The 
account they give here of their 
original does not entirely agree 
w’lth what w'e read of it in Dio- 
nyfiiis of Halicarnaffus, and 
Velleius Paterculus (1). The 
Smyrneans likewife difplayed 
the glory of their antiquity and 
founders ; but inlilied chiefly 
on their early friendibip with 
Home, and j^ind offices to the 
Roman people, whom they af- 
, lified not only in their foreign 

(1) Vide Dipn. Haltcar. lib. i. i 
cit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 55, 5$. 


wars, but in thofe which w'ere, 
waged in the very bowels? ot 
Italy. They defired the fathers 
to remember, that they had, be- 
fore any other people, ereded 
a temple to Rome, when the 
power of the Roman people was 
indeed great, but not yet raifed 
to its greateft height, fince Car- 
thage was {landing, and Alia go- 
verned by mighty kings. They 
laid great ilrefs on their gene- 
rofity to Sylla, the miferablc 
condition of whofe army, ready 
to perifli in a fevere winter for 
want of cloaths, was no Iboner 
related to the citizens of Smyr- 
na, at that time alTembled, than 
they all ftripped themfelves ol 
their own garments, and fenr. 
them to the naked legions. This 
flgnal inftance of their great fi- 
delity, and lincerc attachment 
to the Roman people, made fo 
deep an impreffion upon the 
whole aflembly, that the ho- 
nour for which fo many cities 
contended, Was, by a great 
jtji-ity, conferred upon them (2)* 

: Veil Patercul. lib. i. (a) Ta- 
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, after the difgrace and execution of Sejanus, that writer 
thinks he was influenced by fome other more powerful mo- 
tive, namely, that of concealing, in the darknefs of a retired 
and folicary place, his natural iriclinafion to cruelty, lewd- 
nefs, and debauchery I D). Some believed that, in his old 
age, he was afhamed of the figure of his perfon ; for fie 
was very thin, tall, and ftooped ; his head was bald, his 
face full of ulcers, and, for the moft part, befmeared with 
ointments (E). During his retirement at Rhodes he ufed 

to 


(D) As to his debauchery, ■ 
Suetonius tells us, that, in his 
youth, he was much given to 
drinking j that, inllead of Ti- 
berius Claudius Nero, he was 
nicknamed Blberius Caldius 
Mero. A ftervvards, being railed 
to the fovereign power, conti- 
nues the fame writer, at the 
\trf time he was reforming the 
manners of the people, he Ipcnt 
one night and two days in ca- 
roufing with Pomponius Flac- 
cus and L. Pifo, to one ot whoiii 
he gave immediately the pro- 
vince of Syria, and to the other 
the government of Rome, ftyl- 
ingthem, iii his letters, “ ju- 
cundiflimosSc omnium horarum 
amicos ; his moft agreeable 
friends, and ready at all feafons.” 
Being invited to fupper by Sex- 
tus Gallus, an old debauchee, 
who had been noted with in- 
famy by Auguftu 8 ,and feverely 
reprimanded by himfelf in the 
fenate, he accepted the invita- 
tion, upon condition that he al- 
tered nothing of his old way, 
and that they were ferved at 
table by naked virgins* He pre- 
ferred a man of mean extrac- 
tion, who flood for the quassftor- 
flhp, to leveral competitors of 
great diflin 6 tion, becaufe he 
had drunk with^him an incre- 
dible quantity of wine at one 

(0 Suet, in Tiber/ cap. 41. 

56, Sueton. in Tiber* 
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meal. He prefented Afellius 
Sabinusvvith two hundred chou- 
fand feflerces, for a dialogue he 
bad written between the mufli- 
room, the beccafico, orfigpeck- 
er, theoyfler, and the thrulh, 
which were all his favourite 
diflies ( 1 ), As to his lewdnefs, 
excefles fo deteftably infamous 
are related of him by the faine 
writer, that they feein alinofl 
incredible. We fliailnot defile 
our hiflory with the infamous 
detail be gives us of them ; but 
only relate one inflance out of 
the many which thatauthor pro- 
duces. He tells ns, that a very 
fcandalous pidlure, done by the 
famous Piin hafius, reprefenting 
Atalanta and Meleager, being 
left to the emperor as a legacy, 
upon condition, that if he liked 
not that piece, he fhould have 
a million of fefterces paid hiifi 
immediately in its ftead, he not 
only preferred it to the mo- 
ney, but caufed it to be hung 
up in his chamber (2). 

(E) Suetonius deferibes his 
perfon thus : “He was (fays 
he) of a ftrong well fet body, 
fomewhat exceeding the com- 
mon fize ; broad in the breaft 
and flioulders, in the refl of his 
limbs, from head to foot, well 
proportioned. He ufed for the 
moil part his left hand, in the 

(3) Tacit. Aimal. lib. iv. cap. 
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to avoid, ais much as he could, appearing in public, and td 
conceal his debaucheries in the recefs of a folitary life ; 
whence many concluded, that he had been prevailed upon, 
not fo much by the plaufible perfuafions of Sejanus, as by 
his own natural inclinations, to retire from the city. Some 
alTerting, that he was driven from Rome by the reftlefsand 
infupportable ambition of his mother, whom he fcorned to 
admit as a partner in the fovereignty, and could not entirely 
exclude, fince the empire itfelf was her gift ^ (F). 

Whatever was his motive, though he removed to feveral 
places, he never returned once to the city during the re- 
mainingpart of his reign. He departed with afmall attend- 
ance, having with him but one fenator, Cocceius Nerva, 
formerly conful, and well verfed in the knowlege of the 
laws, one Roman knight, befides Sejanus, named Curtius 
Atticus, and fome men of letters, chiefly Greeks, with 
whofc converfation he was pleafed Upon his departure 
the aftrologers pretended, that ho left Rome under fuch a 

Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. 57, 58. Dio, lih. Iviii, p. 60. Suet, lib# 
iii. cap. 39. e Tacit. Annal. lib; iv. cap. 57, 58. 

joints of which he had fuch Suetonius, to advance a perfoii 
flrength, that he could run his whom he had admitted citizen 
fingers through a green apple, of Rome, into the number of 
however found, and dun a man ' the decuries, he abfokitely re- 
with a fillip. His complexion fufed to do it, unlefs fhe would 
was fair, . his hair long behind, allow it to be inferted in the re- 
foasto cover his neck, which gifter, “ That it was extorted 
was peculiar to the Claudian fa- from him by his mother This 
mily. His countenance was repul fe Livia took greatly amifs, 
graceful, though covered with and immediately produced cer- 
fmall pimples; he had large tain letters which Auguftus had 
eyes, and could fee in the dark, formerly written to her, com- 
but only for a fhort time, and plainingof his ftubborn temper, 
when he firfl awaked. He ftoop- and the intolerable perverfenefs 
ed, efpecially when he walked, of his manners, and caufed them 
and exprelfed always a great to be publicly read. This in- 
deal or feverity in his ftern fpired him with fuch an averfion 
looks# He was flow of fpeech, to the emprefs, who had fo lon j; 
and in private converfation was preferred, and fo malicioufiy 
continually moving his fingers, produced, thefe letters, that he 
He was healthy, though, from was thought by fome to have 
the thirtieth year of his age he withdrawn from Rome, that 
lived freely, without, hearken- might have no farther inter- 
ing to his phyfictans. courfe or comnUmication with 

(F) Livia having prefled him her (3). 
very carnefliy, as we read in 

(3) Sum. in Tibcrt cap* 51# 
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VanJuh£lion of the planets, that he would never return ; 

;and that his end was at hand. That he was never to return 
to Rome proved true ; but the conjectures publilhed by 
the aftrologers concerning hi^ death, ought to have con- 
vinced the world of the falOiood of that art, fince it proved 
fatal to its profellbrs, of whom many Were, for their pre* 
dictions, either put to death or involved in endlefs calami- 
ties, which, with all their knowlege of the liars, they had 
not forefeet! whereas Tiberius lived eleven years after 
his retreat. 

However, their conjedlures touching his death were very 
near being fulfilled foon after his departure ; for as he was 
fupping in a cave of one of his villas, called thence Spelunca, 
its mouth fuddenly fell in, and buried under it fome of his 
attendants. The reft were fo frightened, that, abandoning 
the emperor, they all fled, except Sejanus, who, covering Sejanusex^ 
the emperor’s body with his own, and Hooping upon his fofes his 
^knees and hands, received all the ftones that fell from the 
ro(yf, fo that Tiberius efcaped unhurt. From this time, the 
emperor efteeming his minilter as a man quite regardlefsof 
his own fafety, and only felicitous about his prince, repofed 
an entire confidence in him, blindly following all hivS coim- 
fels, however bloody and deftrLuffive This confidence the 
wicked minifter abiifed to the deftrui^ion of the family of 
Germanicus, which alone could thwart his ambitiousdefigns. 

He firfi: attacked Nero, the eldeft fon of Germanicus, epn- 
fequently next in fuccefiion, fuborning perfons to mifrepie- 
fent all his a61ions to Tiberius. Nero was a young prince f{g i,rintrs 
iio-way ambitious, but regardlefs of that clrcumfpedlion i^g^ointo 
which his prefent fituation required. He was alfo milled, dif^^ace 
and ill-advifed, by his freedmen and followers, who, defirous 
of having the power in their own hands, were continually 
animating him to exeit the courage and rcfolution becom- 
Ing a perfon in his ftation. They told him, that both the 
people and foldiery longed to fee him fliarc the government 
with his grandfather; and that, as to Sejanus, he would 
iiot dnre to oppofe him, though be now equally infultedthe 
tamenefs of an old man and the floth of a youth. As the 
young prince liftened to fuch fuggeftions, fome unguarded 
oxprellions cfcaped, which were immediately noticed by the 
fpies placed upon him, and with aggravations carried to the 
emperor, who would not allow him the privilege of clear- 
mg himfelf. He was even betrayed by his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Drufus and Livia, who acquainted her mother, 
and by her means Sejanus, not only with the words, but 

f Tacit, Ann. lib. iv. cap. s;# 5** 
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even with the fighs and dreams of her hufband. HJs brother 
Drufuswas likewife drawn into the combination, with the 
hopes of immediately facceeding Tiberius, in cafe his elder 
brother, already in difgrace, (hould be efFedually fet afide. 

The emperor, thus prejudiced againft him by his neared 
relations, and thofe who were thought to be his bed friends, 
always received him with a derri countenance : if the youfh 
fpoke, there was fomething criminal in his words; and his 
filence was dill more exceptionable. Sejanus, having by 
thefe bafe arts irritated Tiberius againd Nero, began to 
confiilt with his creatures how he might inflame him, at 
the fame time, againd Drufus and Agiippina, that the 
whole family of Germanicus might be involved in the fame 
ruin. This year Pontius Pilate \vas appointed by "i'iberius 
governor of Judaea, in the room of Valerius Gratus 
How he behaved during his ten years adminidration, ap- 
pears from Philo and from what we have faid in our 
hi dory of the Jews. 

In the following year, M. Licinius CraiTus and Lucius 
Calpurnius Pifo being confuls, Atilius, one of the race*of 
freed-men, having built an amphitheatre at Fidenx, in or- 
der to exhibit a fight of gladiators, vad crouds flocked thi- 
ther from Rome, eager for fuch fhows, as during the reign 
of Tiberius they were debarred from diverfions at home. 
As the fpe£l:ators were intent upon the gladiators, the am- 
phitheatre, which was but (lightly built, and overcharged 
with the multitude, fell down, and with its fall dedroyed 
or maimed fifty thoiifand perfons * (G). Atilius, who had 
built the amphitheatre only for gain, and therefore em- 
ployed bad materials, and unfkilful workmen, was baniflicd ; 
and it was decreed by the fenate, that for the future, no 
man, who was not worth four hundred thoufand federces, 
fhould exhibit the fhow of gladiators The public afflic- 
tion occafioued by this terrible blow was yet frefh, when it 

« joteph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. h Plnlo Legat. ad Caium. 

* Tacit. Ann. iib. iv, cap 60— 6». k ideni ibid. cap. 63, 

(G) Suetonius fays, that to the great fatisfa6tion of the 
twenty thoufand Ibuls periflied city, was revived, at this June- 
by this accident (1). On this ture, the public fpirit of the an- 
occaiit)n the great men of Rome cieut Romans, who, after great 
threw open their doors, to re- battles, coiiflantly relieved die 
ceive fuch as had been hurt, wouiidcd, fuflained them ly 
luppUed them with medicines, their bounties, and attended 
nnd took all pofflble care of them with care, 
them till they recovered. Thus, 


(i) Suet lib. cap. 49. 


was 
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was increafed by another accident. A fire breakine out on « ^ 

confumed all the houfes in that quarter of ihe city. On 
tins occafion Tiberius gave new proofs of a generofitv 
worthy of a great prince; for, without the application of 
foends, or any ambitious views, every fuffeter was relieved 
by his bounty. For this liberality the fenate returned him 
thanks ; and ordained, that Mount Coelius Ihould, for the 
future, be ftyled Mount Auguftus, fince the ftatue of Ti- 
berius, which flood there, in the houfe of Junius the fe^ 
nator, was fpared by the flames, though every thin^ round 
it was confumed. ® 

As the univerfal zeal of the great men in Rome, and the 
bounty of the prince, adminiftered great relief in the prefent 
misfortunes, fo the fury and rage of the informers, which 
grew daily more dreadful, involved the mod illuftrious ci- 
tizens 111 horrible calamities, (^intilius Varus, a man of Informers 
^ great wealth, and related to the emperor (H), was ac- 
•cufed by Domitius Afer, the fame who had arraigned his 
mother Claudia Pulchra. The informer had fquandered 
what he had earned by procuring the condemnation of 
Claudia ; and therefore, in hopes of a more ample reward, 
had marked out, and doomed to deflrudlipn. Varus, one of 
the mod wealthy men in Rome. The city was furprifed to 
lee Publius Dolabella, a man of an illudrious family, and 
nearly related to Varus, join a perfon of fuch an inh tmous 
chara£lcr as Afer, againd his kinfman. The fenate was fo 
fliocked at this circumdance, that they refufed to hear the 
charge, and voted, that the trial fhould be podponed till the 
return of the emperor^. 

Tiberius, having dedicated the temples in Campania, Yr of FJ. 
though he had, by an edi6l, enjoined the public not to dif- 2375. 
turb him, and poded foldiers on the roads to prevent the 
concourfe of people to the towns where he redded, never- * 
^hclefs, retired to Capresp, an ifland feparated from the Tiberius 
cape of Snrrentum by a channel of three miles. The air is rtsires 

there in the winter, the cold winds being intercepted Caprest^ 

* Tacit. Ann* lib. iv. cap. 77« Suet. lib. iii. cap. 4.1. 

(H) Q^intilius Varus was read in Seneca (2). Befides, 
pmhably fon to the commander he was the fon of Claudiu Pul- 
that name, who was with the chra, whom Tacitus calls A- 
Roman legions cut oflf in Qer- grippina’s coufln, and by that 
He married one of means related to the reigning 
crm.anicqs’s daughters, as we family. 


(z) Senec.lib. i. controvert 3. 
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hy a mountain, and refreflied in the fummer by gales from 
the weft. The fea, open all around, prefentsadelightful view j 
from thence was feen at that time one of the moft beautiful 
coafts in the world ; but it was afterwards greatly damaged 
by the eruptions of Mount Vefuvius. The illand was lur- 
rounded on all fides by inacceffible rocks, and a profound 
and almoft bottomlefs fea, deftitute of havens, with very 
few ftations for the fmaller ve.ffels, and thofe very difficult 
of accefs ; fo that none could put in unperceiyed by the 
guards (I). Tiberius confined himfclf to twelve villas on 
the Ifland ; fome of which were probably built by Au- 
guftiis, who, liking the folitude and mild air of the place, 
had purchafed it, according to Dio Caffius of the Nea- 
politans. 

Gi>vij him- There Tiberius fpent the laft ten years of his life, giving 
himfelf entirely up to the moft infamous lewdnefs and dc- 
% ^cTed 'vhich ought to be buried in oblivion. In that 

nefs, " gloomy rccefs he thiew off all concern for the common- 
wealth, though he had been, to that time, very afliduous iu. 
the admlnillration of jultice, and intent upon public cafes. 
Nevcrthelefs, he retained his fufpicious temper, and gave 
more credit than ever tp informers, Sejanus inflaming his 
jealoufics, and fomenting his diflrufts, for the private views 
ot his apibition. Spies and informers were employed in ail 
*Ihi effeSIs parts of the city; if a perfon of merit teftified any 
ejhiijujpim thegipry of the empire, Tiberius immediately fafiu'clec! it 
was from a fccret defign of obtaining the fovereignty. If 
another made honourable mention of liberty, he was looked 
- upon as a dangerous perfon, who aimed at re-eftablifhing 
the commonwealth. To praife any of the ancient Romans, 
was a capital crime ; and to regret Auguftus was complain- 
ing of Tiberius. Every action became liable to forced in- 
terpretations ; the moft innocent difeourfes e?cpreffed evil 
defignsj a diferete filence concealed mifehievous intentionsj 
joy betrayed hopes of the prince's death; melancholy im- 
plied envy of his profperity ; and fear, the juft apprehen- 


^ Dio, lib. lii, p. 495. 


(T) Suetonius fells us, that, a 
few after his arrival in the 
ifland of Caprea^, a fiflterman 
brought him a mullet of an ex- 
traordinary fize 1 but that the 
emperor, inflead of rew.arding, 
caul'ed him to be ufed moft 


barbaroufly, being frightened 
with the conlideration, that the 
poor man had made his way te 
him through places which ne 
thought unfrequented 
acceffible (3)* 




(3) Soctiu Tiber, cap, < 5 o. 
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fions of a guilty confcience : fo that to fpeak, to be filent, to 
be glad, to be grieved, to be fearful, or confident, were all 
crimes, and frequently puniftied with death. Sej anus's per- 
nicious prai&ices and wicked devices were cbiefiy levelled 
againft Agrippina and her fon Nero. As there was now 
no accefs to Tiberius but by him, he no longer conceajed 
his attempts upon them, but openly placed guards to obferve 
the tn^flages they fent, the vifits and company they re- 
ceived, their behaviour in public, and their private con- 
verfation. Befides, he fuborncd fome of their friends to 
advife them, as they were thus diftrefTed, either to fly to 
the armies in Germany, or, embracing the ftatue of Au- 
gullub in the for-um, to implore the aid and prote£l:ion of 
the fenate and Roman people. Thefe couhfels, though re- 
je£fed by them, were laid to their charge, as if they had in- 
tended to put them in execution 

The following year, when Appius Junius Silanus and P. T/V/w Sa- 
Silius Nerva were confuls, began tragically. Titius Sabi- binus ac- 
nus, an illuftrious Roman knight, was dragged to prifon, 
f(5r his Ready and faithful adherence to the family of Ger- 
manicus (K). He was immediately after fentenced to death. He is con- 
and the fame day, the firft of the new year, which was a demned, 
great feflival among the Romans, executed, without being 
allowed time to make his defence (L). The city was never 

feized 


n Tacit, Ann. lib.iv. cap. 68—70. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 6n. 


(K) Latinlus Latiaris, hav- 
ing infiniiated himfelf into his 
friendfhip, with a defign to be- 
tray him, firft bewailed the cafe 
of Agrippina, and her fon Ne- 
ro ; and then inveighed bitterly 
againft Sejanus’s pride and cru- 
elty, not fparing the emperor 
himfelf, Sabinus, not aware of 
the fnare, approved all he faid ; 
and added many fevere reflec- 
tions of his own upon the cru- 
tlty of Tiberius, and impei'ious 
condudf of his favourite minif- 
ter. The traitor having thus 
infinuated himfelf into the con- 
fidence of the unfufpetRing ba- 
binus, procured evidence againft 
him, by placing three degene- 
rate fenators betwixt the ceiling 
^nd the roof of an apartment, 
^'here he inveigled Sabinus in- 


to a lecond converfation, which 
turned on the cruelty of Tibe- 
rius and his favourite. Thefe 
abandoned informers communi- 
cated what they had heard to 
the emperor, who in a letter to 
the fenate, required them to 
take vengeance on the traitor 
Sabinus. The names of thofe 
infamous fenators were Porcius 
Cato, Petilius Rufus, and Mar- 
cus Opfius. 

(L) Sabinus, fays Tacitus, 
was dragged away to immediate 
death, with his head muffled m 
his robe, and a rope about his 
neck : but, neverthelefs, extrt- 
injr bis voice as far as hecou d, 
be^criedout, With thefe io- 
lemnities the year begins ; thefe 
are the viaims which Sejaniis 
offers 5» for, on the firft day ot 

Y 4 
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fcizcd with greater dread ; one relation feared another ; a 
general diftruft reigned among men of all ranks 5 ftrangers 
and acquaintance were equally avpided ; even dumb and in- 
animate things, roofs and walls, Qccafioned dread and cir- 
cumfpedion. The emperor no fooner heard of the execu- 
tion of Sabinu?, than he wrote to the fenatc, thanking them 
for having punifhed an enemy to, the commonwealth. He 
added, that hepalTed a life full of fear and anxiety, and that 
he was under continual apprehenfions of the fnares of his 
enemies. Though he named none, yet it was well known 
he meant Agrippina and Nero, againlt whom he was con- 
neaccu^ ftantly incenfed by Sejanus and his creatures. Juft ven- 
overtook the authors and contrivers of fuch in- 
doml ^ famous treachery *, for fome of them periftied miferably un- 
der the emperor Caius, and fome under Tiberius ; who, 
though he would not fulFer the minifters of his tyranny to 
be ernfted by others, yet, furfeited with their infamy, of- 
ten facriiiced them himfelf to the public vengeance, to make 
room for new emiftaries, who were daily offering the fame 
vile fervices 

When Tiberius’s letter was read in the fenate, Afinius 
Gallus pi'opofcd, that the prince fhould be defired to explain 
his fears, and fuffer the fenate to remove thecaufe of them. 
This motion the emperor highly refented, thinking that 
Afinius was apprifed of this diff mulation ; but, however, he 
fmothered his wrath, Sejanus iiriving to appeafe him, not 
from kindnets to Gallus, but beenufe he knew, the more 
T/ Pr reftrained, the more tragical it would prove 

ant revolt, ^ Frifians, nolbnger able to bear the 

tind defeat of the Romans fent to govern them, fhook off the 

L, Apro- yoke, and deleatccl L. Apronius, who was clifpatchcd ngainft 
them with a ccnfiderable force (M). But Tiberius chofe ra- 
ther 

f Tacit. & I^io, ibid, P Tacit, ibid. cap. 69. 


the new year were flain 

in ali the tenjples. Such a 
difmal fight occafK^ned 'univer- 
fal terror, flight, and folitude : 
wherever the unhappy vL^tim 
appeared, the people, "to avoid 
betraying any marks of grief or 
compaffion, fled, and withdrew 
in the utmofi confiernation ; lb 
that as he palled, the ftreets 
were empty, and the public 
places d'iferted. 

(M) The Frifians, fays Ta- 


citus, rebelled, rather provoked 
at the avarice of their governors 
than impatient of the Roman 
yoke Drufu^ laid a tribute on 
them fnited to their poverty, 
obliging them only to furnlfii 
certain hides for the ufes of the 
foldicrs, without iiifirting upo« 
any particular lize or thicknefs. 
But Olennius,' whom Tiberius 
appointed to govern them, hav- 
ing procured the large hides ot 
foms wild bulls, iniifted upon 
their 
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• tlier to fubmit to the lofs the empire hacj fuftaincd, than 
truft any able general with the command of the army. The 
fenate indeed met on this occafionj but, indead of deliber- 
ating about an affair of fuch importance, they only decreed 
ftatues to Tiberius and Sejanus, not being ade^led with the 
Ioffes fuflained on the extremities of the empire, but wholly 
intent on fccuring themfelves, by the mod fhaineful flattery, 
againft the evils that threatened them at home ‘J. They 
importuned both the prince and his favourite with repeated 
folicitations, that they would be plcafed only to fliew theni- 
feives in Rome; but to no purpofe ; they could not, by Tiberius 
any iarreaties, be prevailed upon to approach the city, think- returns for 
ing it fufficient condcfcenfion to quit their iflaiid for a few ^ 

days, and fuffer themfelves to be feen on the coaft of Cam- 
pania. Thither crowded fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all eager to court the favour of Sejanus, who 
was more difficult of accefs than the emperor, and admitted 
fuch only as were either his creatures, or by his creatures 

• recommended to his countenance and protedfion. Tiberius 
having betrothed Agrippina, his grand-daughter by Gerrna- 
nicus, to Cneius Domitius (N), and ordered the nuptials to 

be 

q Tacit* Ann. lib. iv. cap. 72— 74» 


their paying the tribute accord- 
ing to that meafure. As their 
doineftic cattle were but fmall, 
this proved a very hard talk upon 
them. At length, not being 
able to pay yearly the required 
tribute, they parted with their 
herds ; next refigned their 
lands ; and, laftly, furrendered 
their wives and children to 
bondage, Their miferies and 
complaints made no imprellion 
on their hard- hearted governor ; 
which fo provoked them, that, 
in the end, they refolvcd to 
feek relief from war. 

lN,» Cn. Domitius was de- 
Tcended from a very ancient fa- 
mily, and, befides, was nearly 
elated to the Caefars ; for he 
vas the fon of L. Domitius, of 
i^hom we have fpoken above, 
nd Antonia Major, the daugh- 
“r OtOdtaviana and Marc An- 
■‘“y i fo that Auguftus was his 


great-uncle. By Agrij^pina he 
had the emperor Nero, and was, 
as Suetonius obferves, wonhy 
to be the father of fuch a 
prince, being, in every parr of 
his life dereftable. In hisyoiuii, 
he attended Caius Csefar into 
the Levant, and there flew one 
of his freedmen, becaufe he re- 
fufed to drink as much as he 
commanded him. On his return 
to Rome, he drove his chariot 
over a boy on purpofe, and tiod 
him to death. In the midlf <jt 
the forum, he pulled out the 
eye of a Roman knight, tor re- 
prehending him with more than 
ordinary liberty. \A/hile hevyas 
praetor, he defrauded the vic- 
tors in the chariot races of their 
pris^es. About the end of 1 i 
berius’s reign, he was accufed 
oftreafon, of adultery, and ot 
incefl with his lifler Leptda ; 
bur, Tiberius dying, he efcaped 
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be celebrated at Rome, be quitted the continent, and re, 
turned to his iftand ^ This year died Julia, grand-daugh- 
ter of Augullus, by whom, after her marriage with Paulus 
Emilias, Ihe had been, on account of her loofe and fcan 
dalous behaviour, banilhed to the ifland of Trimetus, who .; 
fhe died, after twenty yerars of exile. 

The following year, when L. Rubellius Geminus and 
Caius Fufius Geminus were confuls, was diftinguiihed by 
the death of Livia, the mother of Tiberius, ftyled, in the 
ancient inferiptions, Julia Augufta, becaufe adopted by Au- 
guflus, in his lad will, into the Julian family. We have 
already fpoken of her defeent, and marriage with Auguftus, 
by whom fhe had no iffde 5 but by the marriage of Germa- 
nicus and Agrippina, her blood came to be mixed with that 
of Auguftus in their great grand-children. She had an ab- 
folute fway over Auguftus, which fhe acquired and main- 
tained, fays Dio Caffius, by a ready acquiefcence in hi$ 
will, without ever betraying the leaft defire to know what 
be concealed from her, or any jealoufy or diiTatisfa£lion on^ 
account of his intrigues with other women In her wKre 
united the wifdom of her hufband, and the diflimulation of 
her fon, She was To eager to aggrandize her children, that 
ilic was, not Muthout good grounds, fuf^iecTed of having 
obtained her end by the deftrutlion of her hufband’s family. 

Slie was an irreconcileable enemy to Julia, the daughuT 
of Auguftus, and never ceafed perfecuting her whole cjil- 
fpring. She claimed an equal fliare with her fon in the 
power which (lie had procured him. 'I'his Tiberius was 
not of a temper to allow. He frequently commanded her 
not to meddle with ftate-afifairs, wdiich, he faid, were above 
the fpherc of a woman. He avoided her converfation, 
efpccially in private, as much as he decently could, left he 
Ihould feem to be governed by her counfels. Being in- 
f/.rmed that, on occafion of a fire, flie had run imme- 
diately among the people, encouraging both them, and the 
foldiers, to ftop the rage of the flames, as flie ufed to do in 


*■ I'acit. Ax\x\, lib. iv. cap. 75. 
Jib. ivn. p. 619. 

the punilhment due to his 
crimes. He died, under the 
emperor Ckilus, of a dropfy, 
leaving behind him Nero by 
Agrippina We are told, that, 
being congratulated by his 
triends upon the birth of hisfpn 


Suet. lib. vi. cap. 5. ® l^i^b 

Nero, he anfwercd, that nu- 
thing could proceed trom A- 
gripplna and him, but what w;i!» 
detefiable, and would prove 
pernicious to the common' 
wealth (i). 


(1} Suet, in Ner. cap. 5, & 6. 


the 
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the time of Auguftus, be reprimanded her with feme acri- 
mony We are told, that, by degrees, he arrived at f^uch 
an height of iniquity, as to hate and deteft her At leaft, 
it is certain, that, during the three years flie lived after his 
retirement, he never faw her but once, and then for a very 
fliort time. In her laft ficknefs, he never came near l\er, 
though he conftantly affirmed, that he dcfigned to pay the 
lad offices to her ; infomuch that her body was kept, in 
continual expeiftation of his arrival, till it began to putrefy. 
Afterwards, he excufed himfelf to the fenate, pleading the 
multitude of public affairs. He would not fuffer any divine 
honours to be offered to her memory, pretending her cx- 
prefs command to the contrary; nay, he refledled on thofe 
who courted the friendffiip of women, alluding to the con- 
ful Fufius, who was a great favourite of the lex, in high 
eilecm with Livia, but hated by Tiberius, againft whom he 
ufed to throw out abundance of farcafms equally witty and 
fevere We arc told, that he profecuted all her friends 
efpecially thofe to whom flie had committed the care of her 
fftneral ; that, of the many honours decreed her, he admit- 
ted but very few ; and that he fuppreffed her lad will, 
wffiich was not executed till after his death, under his fuc- 
ceffor Cains. She died, according to Pliny *, in the eighty- 
fecond, according to Dio Cadius, in the eighty-fixth year 
of her age. 

Though Tiberius allow^ed his mother no great power, 
neverthelcfs, as he was indebted to her for the empire, he 
did not openly oppofe her ; fo that, by her means, many 
innocent perfons were faved from ruin, Sejanus not daring 
to arrogate an authority fiiperior to that of a parent. After 
her death, the prince, alid his lavouritc, being freed from 
all redraint, fet no bounds to their unbridled fury. Letters 
were immediately difpatched to the fenate againd Agrip- 
pina and Nero, which were thought to have been written 
before, and fuppreffed by Livia. They were couched in 
terms remarkably fevere ; and yet they charged Nero with 
no crimes againft the ftatc, but only with uniiatuial luft, 
and other impure pleafures. Agrippina’s known virtue 
fereened her from any imputations of this nature : her 
haughty looks, however, and her violent, imperious, and 
ungovernable temper, were alleged as crimes againft the 
date. 

Thefe accufations ftruck the whole affcmbly with terror: 
the fathers continued long filent, looking with furprile at 

* Swet. lib. iii, cap. 50. “ Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 603. ^ Tacit. 

Ann. lib, v. cap, 1* * Plin« lib. xiv. cap. 

each 
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each other, till at length feme, defirous of ingratiating 
themfelves with Sejanus and Tiberius, demanded, that they 
ihould proceed upon the emperor’s letters. The magiftrates 
and leading men knew not how to behave on fo critical a 
fubjeft j for though the expreflions in the letter were very 
bifter, yet all the reft was left ambiguous. At length they 
concurred with Junius Rufticus, whom they thought v/ell 
acquainted with the emperor's intentions, fince he had been 
appointed by him to keep a journal of their proceedings, 
Rufticus had never before fliewn the leafl iimance of ge- 
ncrofity ; but neverthelefs, either by fome fecret impid'*: , 
or becaufe, unmindful of prefent dangers, he dreatie.; !■ 
Tiberius than the children of Agrippina, he oppofed the 
cruel motion of Cotta MelTalinus, and exhorted the coii- 
fuls to fufpend their deliberations, and allow the old man 
time to change his wrath into repentance, fince one mo- 
ment might give a new turn to affairs. At the fame time 
the people, carrying with them the images of Agrippina 
and Nero, furrounded the fenate-houfe ; and, wiihing hap- 
pinefs and profperity to Tiberius, cried out incefiantly, that 
the letters were counterfeit ; and that the ruin of the 
prince s family was purfued againfl his will, and without 
his privity : nothing was therefore concluded that day. 

In the mean- time, feveral fpeeches were difperfed about 
the city, faid to have been uttered in the fenate againll Se- 
janiis by the confulars ; but all fictitious, and filled with 
moll bitter and fatirical reflexions. This infult “exafperat- 
efi Sejanus, w'ho immediately upbraided the fenate, in the 
iharpdl terms, with defpifing the refentmeut of the prince; 
with liflening to pvopular and difalfeXed harangues ; and 
w ith pafiing new and unprecedented aXs. He concluded, 
tliat nothing was w^arued to complete their rebellion, but to 
take arms, and place at their head thofe whofe images they 
iia(i already diofeii for their enfigns. Tiberius likewnfe 
wrote a fecond letter to the fenate, repeating his reproaches 
againfl his grandfon and daiightcr-in-law, and complaining 
of Rulticus, tlie fenate, and the people, for infulting his 
atuliority, and defpifing his refeiument ; but, at the fame 
timr, he referved to himfelf the final decifion of the w^hole 
alfiir. 'J’lic fenate hefitated no longer; but iidlantly de- 
clared, that they were ready to infliX the deferved puniih- 
rnent on luch as had, by their crimes, provoked his ciif- 
pleafure, provided he w^ould allow them, on fo jufl an oe- 
cafion, to exert their authority Agrippina was condemn- 
ed, and banilbed to the ifland of Pandataria, now known by 


y Tacit. Annal. lib. v. cap. 2.— 1-5. 


the 
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• tlie name of Santa Marla, oppofite Tarracina and Gneta. 
We are told, that, as fhe could not forbear reproaching 
'I'iberius with cruelty, and bitterly inveighing againll him, 
the centurion, to whofe cuftody llie was committed, gave 
her fo many blows on the face, that be flruck out one of her 
eyes Nero, her cldeft fon, was likewife condemned, ahd 
banlflted to the ifland of Pontia, now Ponza, near that of 
Fandataria ; and Drufus, her fecond fon, by the fame vile 
arts of Sejanus, declared an enemy to the Hate, and kept 
under clofe confinement in the palace. Nero died foon 
after, fome fay for want of necefi>irk's, while others tell us, 
that the young prince, terrified at the fight of the execu- 
tioner, who entered his room wi'h the inlfruments of dea*h 
in his hand, as if he had been fent by the fonate, put an 
end to his life by voluntary abflincnce ^ Agiipj)ina and 
Drufus lived four years in exile, that is, to the year ot 
Chrifi 33, when we fliall have occafion to fpeak of their 
tragical end. Cn. Lentulus Gxtuiicus was this year ap- 

• peynted commander of the legions in Upper Germany; 
in which employment he was continued for the fpace of 

ten years'* . 

The next confuls were L. CafTius Longinus and M. Vini- 
cius. This year the fenate decreed many extraordinary 
honours to Sejanus: among the reft, it was ordained, that 
his birth-day ihould be yearly celebrated ; that his uatu<^, 
which were ere<Tcd in every quarter of the city, Ihould be 
adored ; and that vows and facrifices lliould be offered for 
his fafety. He became, after the difgrace and condemna- 
tlon of Agrippina and her children, fo powerful and formi- 
dable, that he was more refpeeffed and dreaded than iibc- 
rius himfelf. As there was no accefs to honours but through 
his favour, the foldiers, the fenaton, and all the great men 
of the empire, were entirely at his devotion ; fo th^, :)y 
their means, he was immediately informed of all the aeiions 
of the prince, while no one dared to difcover to the ^pe- 
ror the ambifious defigns and views of his minifter ow- 
ever, the emperor began to fufpe^ him 
ttlls US, that Antonia, the widow of his ^ j 

having received private intelligence of the 'S . ’ ' . 

fccret pradlices, of Sejanus, wrote a detail o fLgj 

emperor, fending the letter to Capreae by . 

moft trufty domeftics, the fame who , 

famous under the emperor Claudius . r ^ ’ation 

'«Mrned of his danger, and recovering from his infatuation, 

b Dio, lib. liii. 

* Suet, in Tiber, cap. 54. » Wem, “P- S?’ ^ ,jQ. ijb. xviii- 

P «S7. « Idem, lib. Iviii. p. 653- ^ ^ 
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begait to confider how he might fruftrate the ambitiotis 
views of his over-powerful minifter, and deliver himfclf 
from the impending ruin. The praetorian cohorts were 
more attached to the minifter than to the fovereign. The 
ferwtc was entirely at his devotion ; even thofe whom the 
emperor had about his perfon, were fo many fpics in the 
pay of .Sejanus : fo that Tiberius was kept in a kind of 
captivity, from which it was not eafy to difengage him- 
feif ; but he furmounted all difficulties with incredible ad- 
drefs, which he thought it more advifeable to employ than 
open force, left Sejanus, finding himfclf difeovered, and 
thence driven to defpair, ffiould attempt to feize the empire. 

The firft Itep he took was to remove him from Caprere ; 
with this view he declared his intention of taking upon him 
JJt names the confulate the next year, and named Sejanus for hiscol- 
himforhis This declaration the haughty minifter, not fuf- 

^ihecontuU looked upon as the greateft mark of dif- 

^ tiinffion the emperor could confer upon him. It is not to* 
be doubted that he created him at the fame time a fenvito'r j 
for Sejanus, five years before, wffien the emperor left Rome, 
was but a knight ; and we have not, in the whole Roman 
hiftory, an initance of a knight being raifed to the confular 
dignity. In the end of the year, Tiberius difpatched Se- 
janus to Rome, to take pofTeffion of his tiew dignity, on the 
calends of January: but the emperor did not remove from 
his ifland, where he entered upon his fifth confuKhip, and 
held it to the fifteenth of May, when he refigned the fafees 
ho- to Faultus Cornelius Sylia ® (O), As Tiberius continued to 
nours con- f^me afte6lion to Sejanus, the fenate was, for the 

greateft pai t of the year, wholly employed in decreeing him 
new honours. His name was added to that of Tiberius in all 
infcriptioiis j new ftatues were eredfed to him, and vidims 
flail! before them : a decree pafled, confirming the confulate ' 
to him and 'Tiberius for the term of five years ; his houfe was j 

e Suet. lib. iii. cap. 26, Noris, Ep. Conf. p. 13. Grut, Infcript j 
p. 10S7, ! 

i 

(O) As the name of Sejanus tidius Catullihus (i). L. Ful- 1 
was rafed out of the confular cinius Trio and L. Pomponius I 
tables, I'everal writers of chfo- Secundus were fubflituted to 1 
nicies mark the name of Tibe- them. The former held the | 
rius alone this year. Both he confulate to the end of the year; | 
and Sejanus refigned the fafees but Portiponius refigned it, on | 
before the confular year ex- the calends of Odober, to F' 1 
pired, the one to Fauftus Cor- Maximus Regulus (2). 
ntlius Sylia, the other to Sex- 

(0 Gmt. p. 1087. (2) Vide-Pagi, An. 30. 


.•"rATTrr^ed'-n 



335 


The Roman Hiftory, 

•crowckJ, from morning to night, with perfons of ull r^nhs-, 
and the greateft men in Rome were not afhamed to court, 
with the meaticR fubmiilions, the favour of liis Haves ;md 
freedmen. Tibcritis, as Dio CulTiiis obferves, might have 
been taken for the prince of his fmall ifland, and .Sojauus 
for the fovereign of Rome. However, fcveral prodigies are 
faid to have happened at this time, which feerned lo fore- 
bode the downhiiof tlie (avourite iniiiKler, but if any deity, 
fays our hidorian, had rcvc^ded wlint haj'pened foon after, 
no one would have believed iiim 

Tiberias, to found the dirpufition of the fenate and peo- 
ple, and difeOver the partifans of Sejanus, wTote frequent 
letters, acquainting the fathers, at one time, that he was 
greatly indifpofed 5 at another, that he was perfeclly reco- 
vered, anti defigned, in a fhort time, to return to iloine : 
in fome of his letters he blamed, in others he commended, 
Sejanus. This conducl furprifed the minifler, and his 
friends, who infenfibly began to abandon him, perceiving 
•htf authority with the prince in fome degree diminiflicd. 
The fenate, however, conferred on. him the proconfular 
power, on his relinquifliing the confulOiip, which he re- 
ligned to Sextidius Catullinus. At the fame time Tiberius 
honoured both him and his fon with a place among the 
pontilTs ; but could not, by any entreaties, be prevailed 
upon to give him permifTion to return toCapre^e. The pre- 
tence Sejanus alleged for fuch a permifTion, w<is to vifit his 
future fpoufe, probably Livilla, the widow of Drufus, 
was indifpofed ; but his real defign was to fecure the per- 
fon of the prince, whofe guards were all at his devotion. 
Tiberius, to keep him and the fenate in fiifpenfe, returned 
no other anfwer to bis earneft and repeated entreaties, than 
that he defigned to come himfelf very foon to Rome 

In the mean time he began to heap honours on Caius, 
funiamed Caligula, the only furviving fon of Germaiiicus 
and Agrippina This youth had accompanied his grand- 
father to Caprete, and artfully concealed, under a deceitful 
appearance of medefty, his faifage and inhuman temper. 
He had fo well learnt to difguife his heart, that when his 
mother and both his brothers were condemned, not a word, 
a groan, efcaped him, though all arts were iifed to in- 
flame his refentment. Young as he was, he fupprelTed, 
with the deepeft diflimulatlon, all fymptoms of tendernels 
and forrow. He was fo obfervant of Tiberius, i ^.t e mac c 
it his whole bufinefs to ftudy the bent of his temper, and to 
fubmit to it in all things. He imitated his looks, aftetted 


^ Dio, lib. Iviii. p* 623, 
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his words and manner of expreffion, and conformed eter 
to the change and fafhion of his drefs. Hence the obfcrva* 
tion of the orator Paflienue, that never lived a better flave. 
nor a worfe maftcr. 

Tiberius appointed him this year augur, in the room oi 
hi^brother Drufus ; and raifed him, before he had entered 
upon that olhce, to the dignity of pontiff of Auguftus, be- 
flowing upon him the highefl encomiums, as if he defigned 
to appoint him his heir and fucceflbr. This promotion 
awaked the rage and jealoufy of Sejanus, who could not 
forgive himfelf his pail indolence* In the tranfports of his 
pallion he condemned himfelf for not having taken arms, 
and openly revolted, when he was veiled with the confular 
authority : he refledbed, with the utmoft anguifli, on the 
many favourable opportunities he had negledled, to fccure 
the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire } but the 
great joy the people ttllified at the preferments of Caius, 
deterred him, at prefent, from any attempts of that nature. 
At the fame time he had the mortification to behold fome 
of his friends turned out of their employments, and Ins 
enemies placed in their room : but nothing mortified him 
fo much as a letter from Tiberius to the fenate, concerning 
the death of Nero j wherein he named Sejanus, without 
the encomiums and commendations which he conllantly 
bellowed on him. Neither did he doubt but the emperor 
had him chiefly in view, when he exhorted the fenate to 
renew and put in execution the decree, forbidding divine 
worfliip to be paid to any mortal man ; for vows were every 
where made, and vi£liins flain, before the ftatues of Seja- 
nus : nay, this minifter had arrived at fuch a height of ar- 
rogance, that he joined his adorers, and, with an impu- 
dence hardly to be matched, offered facrifices to himfelf **. 
After fo many tokens of coolnefs in the emperor towards 
his favourite miniller, many who had profeffed an inviolable 
friendlhip for him, began to withdraw, through fear of be- 
ing involved in the calamities which thev apprehended 
would foon overtake them, if they did not, by abandoning 
him in time, confult their own fafety. The crowds which 
daily frequented his houfe, infenfibly diminifhed ; few per- 
fons, and thofe not of the firft quality, attended him abroad j 
and no farther mention was made of him in the fenate. 

This difpofition of the Romans encouraged Tiberius to 
come to a final refolution, which was, to fccure himfelff 
without farther delay, againfl: the dangers that threatened 
him, by the -utter deftrudlioa of Sejanus and his friends. 


h Dio, p. 6a^, SiS* 
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To proceed in fo nice an affair with aJl poffible Caution, and 
to prevent Sejanus from putting himfelf upon his defence, or 
taking any defperate meafures, he declared, that he dedgned 
to inveft him with the tribunitial power | but, in the mean 
time, privately gave the command of the praetorian guards to 
Nerviiis Sertorius Macro, one in whom he knew he could 
confide ; and difpatched him to Rome, with a letter to the 
feiiate, after having communicated to him the contents of 
it, and carefully inllrudled him how to behave with refpefil: 
to Sejanus and the fenate. Macro entered Rome late in 
the night, and immediately imparted his orders to the con- 
ful P. Memmius Regulus, who had been fubftituted in the 
place of L. Pomponius Secundus ; for the other confui, L. 
Fulcinius Trio, was a friend to Sejanus. Regulus, early 
next morning fummoned the fenate to all'emble in the pa- 
lace, whither Sejanus repaired, attended, according to his 
cuftom, by a detachment of the prsetorian guards. As he 
entered the palace, he was greatly furpriM.Hf to fee Macro, 
jthe more becaufe he had brought no difpatcbes for him 
from the emperor ; but Macro whifpered him in the ear, 
that he had brought letters to the fenate, wherein the em- 
peror recommended them to confer upon him the tribunitial 
power. Sejanus, ovef joyed at thefe news, entered the pa- 
lace, and there took his place in the temple of Apollo, 
where moft of the fathers were already aflembled. 

Macro, having firft (hewn to the foldiersor the praetorian 
guarding comniifiion from the emperor, appointing him to 
command them, in the room of Sejanus, and aflured 
that Tiberius had ordered a very confiderable fum U) be diitn- 
buted among them, took pofleflion of his new office, by re- 
manding the troops to their camp without the walls o t e 
city. In their Read, Graciriiis Laco, who was privy to the 
fecret, and commanded the vigiles, that is, the troops ap- 
pointed to watch all night and prevent difturbances, placed 
a ftrong detachment of his men at the gates of the tcrnplc. 
The fathers being aflembled. Macro appearod before them, 
with the emperor’s packet in his hand, which he had no 
fooner prefented to the confuls than he withdrew, hafteo- 
ing to the camp, in order to prevent any difturbance t^t 
might happen in that quarter. ’Regulus read aloud the em- 
peror’s letter, which was long, and written with grea cr 

andaddrefsi for after a preamble upon 

complaints wete !l,^f*^followed 

diately interrupted by quite di^Ferent affairs , , -fltnn , 

other complaints, but without any bitternc so p , 
fo that Sejanus hitherto betrayed no great concer . . 

3t length, the emperor’s orders were read, tou ® 
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ecutlon of two of his moft intimate friends, who were 
to his ambiuous and treacheious defigns, he was (truck 
with fuch terror, that he could not utter a finglc word in 
their behalf. Before he recovered from the confternation into 
which thofe fatal orders had thrown him, he heard, to his 
gireat furprize, another article relating to himfclf; wherein 
the emperor, in an angry ftyle, enjoined the fathers to 
fecure his perfon. The tribunes and praetors, immediately 
quitting their feats, placed themfelvcs by him, to prevent 
him from making his efcape and raifing difturbances* (P). 
This article was no fooner read, than the whole temple re- 
founded with curfes and bitter inve£lives agalnft the per- 
fon on whom they had, a few minutes before, bellowed 
the higheft commendations. Some inveighed againft him, 
from the hatred they bore him, and others, through fear 
of being reckoned amongll his friends. Though all the fe- 
nators declared againll him, neverthelefs, as he had many 
friends and relations among them, the conful Regulu-j 
thought it advifeable not to propofe condemning him to 
death, nor even to gather the fufFrages of the whole aflembly. 
He therefore only alked the opinions of fome, whom he 
fuppofed the moft impartial and unprejudiced ; and fin 
ing they were for committing him to prifon, he coiidudl d 
him thither, attended by Gracinus Laco, and all the magi- 
ftratee. A memorable inftance of the viciflitade of for- 
tune, and the inllability of all human grandeur! He w:ib 
followed from the palace to the prifon immenfe crouds, 
the populace loading him with cuiTes, Ji aiding him with 
the many murders he hud committed, and infulting bun 
with bitter farcafms. His coafufion was fo that, not 


i Dio, p. 6*6,627. Juv. Sat. X. ver. 71 — 95. 


(P) Suetonius tells us, that 
in this letter Tiberius betrayed 
a mcannefs of fpirit altogether 
unworthy of a prince, begging, 
amongft other things, of the fc- 
nate, that they would fend one 
of the confuls, with'^a convoy 
of foldiers, to conduftto Rome 
a jK)or old man, forfakeii by all. 
The fame author adds, that he 
was under fuch apprehenfions, 
that he had given private orders 
to Macro to fet Drufus, in cafe 
of any dillurbancc, at liberty, 

<0 Suet, in ’ 


to prefent him to the fennte and 
pev^ple, and even to declare him 
emperor. He had feveral fliip 
ready to put to fea, and convt v 
him to fome of his legions, ir 
his affairs at Rome (hould not 
take a good turn. He remained 
the whole time upon the tup of 
a high rock, to know, by cer- 
tain fignals agreed on, wbit 
paffed in the capital, fearing 
meflengers might betray hi 
or not bring him the news witn 
the ncceffary expedition (i)* 
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able td bear tbefe reproaches, he threw his robe over his 
head in order to cover his face ; but the guards obliged him 
to fhew himfelf to the multitude, eager to fee him humbled, 
and to infult a tyrant who had fo long trampled upon them. 
At the fame time the populace, in a fudden tranfport, over- 
turned and broke in pieces all his ftatues, thofc very ftalucs 
which a few hours before they had adored. 

The fame day the fen ate afrcmbled the fecond time in the 
temple of Concord, near the prifon ; when the fathers, 
finding all quiet in the city by the care and vigilance of 
Macro, Graiiicus and the conful Regulus pronounced, 
without delay, fenteiicc of death againft Ailius Sejanus, ac- 
cufed and found guilty of high treafon The sentence was 
immediately put in exetuiioii, notwithflanding the late law, 
indulging ten days refpite to every criminal after condem- 
nation. His body was expofed, likethofe of common male- 
factors, on the Scala; Gemonite, and afterwards abandoned 
to the rage of the populace, who dragged it tor three days 
through the llreets of Rome, and mangled it to fuch a de- 
gree, that the executioner could fcarce find a limb entire to 
throw, according to cuilom, into the Tiber 
The death of Sejanus was foil ov»red by a general flaughter 
of his friends and relations. Tiberius, after having for a , 
courfe of years cut off every man who was obnoxious to this 
execrable favourite, nowdeftroyed every man who had been 
in his good graces. He fpared none who was accufed of 
having intelligence with Sejanus ; and any circumftance, 
the moft fortuitous, the molt flight or foolilh, ferved for 
proof of fuch intelligence. The ilreets of Rome were dyed 
with blood j perfons of all ranks, without diflindlion offex 
or age, were butchered, and their bodies call into the pub- 
lic llreets ; neither their acquaintance nor kindred were al- 
lowed to approach or bewail them, nor even at laft to be- 
hold them. Spies were placed every where to watch their 
countenances and the figns of forrow ; and when they pu- 
trefied and became noifome, and were thrown into the Fi- 
ber, whether they floated in the flream, or were call upon 
the banks, no one ventured to give them the rites of fepulturc^ 
The chief friends and favourites of Sejanus, who could 
give the leaft umbrage, being to a man maflacred, the fe^tc 
Ordered the two remaining children of the wicked mmifter 
to be executed, in order to cut off the whole family. Se- 
janus had three children, of whom the eldeft fon was al- 
ready put to death, as Tacitus feems to infinuale; but we 
arc quite in the dark as to the circumftanccs of his execution, 

KX>\o, p. 6a7-6i9, Senec. dcTranq.cap. ii* Juv. Sat. x. 
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occafioned by the lamentable chafm in Tacitus’s Annafsj 
'which has robbed us of the detail of many remarkable inci- 
dents. The unhappy children were immediately hurried to 
prifon j the boy, fenfible of his impending death, but the 
girl fo ignorant of it, that (he often alked whither they 
dfagged her, and for what fault ? adding, that if Ihe had 
done any thing amifs, they might take the rod and whip 
her, and that fhe would do fo no more. But the fenate had 
no regard either to her age or innocence ; {he was, by the 
common executioner, itrangled in prifon with her brother, 
and the tender bodies of both firfl: expofed on the Scalse 
Gemoniae, and thence dragged, with an iron hook, through 
the city, and thrown into the Tiber. We are told by fome 
writers of that time, that as it was a thing unheard of to pu- 
nifh a virgin with death, the executioner deflowered her 
juft before he tied the rope *. 

Tiberius Every one hoped that after the execution of Sejanus and 
more cruel his accomplices, the reign of Tiberius would prove more 
than e*ver. fmee to that powerful and cruel favourite they chij^fly* 

imputed the many executions which had occafioned fuch a 
dreadful havock of their heft citizens: but when they ex- 
pected fome alleviation of their evils, they found themfelves 
involved in greater calamities than ever, the emperor grow- 
ing daily more cruel, and from this time commencing, as it 
were, an open enemy to his people, and delivering himfelf 
up to cruelty without reftraint, and to every abomination, 
even to rapacioufnefs and plunder ; a vice to which he hi- 
therto feemed to have no inclination. No perfon, however 
virtuous and cautious, could be fafe ; for it was not enough 
for them to be upon their guard againft the fnares of the 
accufers, and the falfe reports of informers, but they were 
liable to be facrificed to the jealoufy and conjeCfures of the 
emperor, when they thought themfelves fecure by the in- 
nocence, not only of their aClions,butevenof their thoughts. 

He was under perpetual apprehenfions of the great lords 
of the fenate : their wealth and race, nay, their poverty, 
names, and quality, gave him offence : he was almoft equal- 
Spares ly jealous of friends and enemies ; ihofe who advifed him 
ftobotfy. council, thofe who diverted him at his leifure-hours, fell 

all, at length, vidims to his furious and diftruftful temper. 
He was ^ afraid of confiderable men, and fo unwilling to 
give tlrem employments, that fome, who were appointed 
governors of provinces, were never allowed to go thither; 
infomuch that great provinces, for a courfe of years, were 
left deftitute <rf their governors, and abandoxied to the 

< ‘ lib. lix. cap. 9. 

mercy 
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rfiicrcy of barbarous nations ; Tiberius, cboofing rather to 
fuffer the infults and invalion of the enemy than truft any 
one with the power of avenging the ftate, and repulfing 
the public foe. This year Apicata, whom Sejanus had di- 
vorced, in hopes of marrying Livia or Livilla, the widow 
of Drufus, feeing the bodies of her children publicly ex- 
pofed among tho^ of the other criminals, acquainted Tibe- 
rius with the manner of his fon Drufus’s death, with an 
intention to torment him 5 and then laid violent hands on 
herfelf. Tiberius, who had aferibed his fon's death to his 
own intemperance, and irregular life, was fo tranfported 
with rage, when he underftood he had been poifoned by a 
confpiracy of Livilla and Sejanus, that he refolved to exter- 
minate all thofe who had ever (hewn the leaft token of 
friendfliip to either ( Q^). Such as he condemned in the 
ifland of Capreae, were from a rock thrown headlong into 
the fea, where a number of feamen were ftationed, with 
their oars and long poles, to difpatch them. He fufFered 
aione to be executed, till they had undergone the moft ex- 
quifite torments cruelty itfelf could invent ; for he eftcemed 
death as fo flight a punilhment, that when he heard one of 
his prifoners, named Carnulius, had killed himfelf, he cried 
out, Carnulius has cfcaped me.” One of his prifoners 
begging him to hallen his execution, ** No (anfwcred Ti- 
berius)^ you and I are not yet fuch good friends Not- 
withflanding the feverity with which he puniflied others, 
Dio CaflTius tells us, that he was inclined to pardon Livilla, 
his daughter-in-law, from regard to her mother Antonia ; 
but that Antonia herfelf oppofed fuch an unfeafonabie in- 
ftance of mercy; fo that Livilla was this year, by Tiberius's 
order, Itarved to death 

In the following year, Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus and 
Furius Camillas Scribonianus being confuls, fevere or- 

n» Dio, lib. lix. p. 6»8. " Suet. lib. iii. cap. 62. ® Dio, 

lib. ix. p. 6 aS. 

( Suetonius tells us, that 
he applied himfelf to the exa- 
mination of the aftair fo feriouf- 
ly, that word being brought 
him, while he was receiving 
the depofltlons of fomc witnef- 
fes, that an inhabitant of Rhodes 
was arrived, at whofe houfe he 
had lodged, and whom he had 
invited by many kind letters, he 
immediately ordered him to be 
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put to the rack, having, at that 
time, nothing in his thoughts 
but blood, torments, and re- 
venge. The fame writer adds, 
that afterwards, when he was 
fenliblc of his miflake, he com- 
manded the innocent Rhtxiian 
to be privately murdered, left 
he fiiould divulge the injury he 
had received. 


Is }nfo*-med 
of the Jt~ 
cret of 
Drufus's 
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Various in* 
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dcrs were pzffcd againft the ftatucs and memory of Livilla^t , 
and the fenate decreed that the effects of Sejanus (hould be 
taken out of the public treafury, and placed in that of the 
emperor. This was the motion of Scipio, Silanus^ and 
Cafiius, the principal men in the fenate, who all urged it 
almoft in the fame words, and with great zeal and eager- 
nefs. Tagonius Gallus moved, that Tiberius (hould choofe 
twenty fen atois to wait upon him, under arms, and defend 
' his perfon, as often as he entered the fenate. The emperor, 

who was too wife to allow the fenators arms, returned them 
thanks for fuch an inflance of alFedlion ; but rejedled, and 
even turned into ridicule, the motion, as well as the author 
of it ; adding, that he did not think his life of fuch im- 
.portance to have it thus guarded. 

Junius Gallio moved, that the praetorian foldiers, after 
their term of fervice, (fiould have the privilege of fitting in 
ni motion the theatre, among the Roman knights. This propofal was 
refentedb ^'^f^^ted by Tiberius, who, in his letter to the fenate, 

q^iberius/ attacked Gallio with great warmth, demanding, as if he, 
had been prefent, what bufinefs had^ Gallio with the fhl- 
diers, whofc duty it was to ohferve only the orders of the 
emperor, and from the emperor alone to receive their re- 
Bow hU wards ^ Gallio, indeed, meant to flatter ; but Tiberius high- 
fiattery jy refenting that motion, which, he affirmed, tended to 
"Warded, the military difcipline, and feducc the minds of the 

foldiers, he was inftantly expelled the fenate, aiulbanifhed 
Italy. He cbofe the ifland of Lefbos for the place of his 
banifhment j but the fenate, thinking his exile would be too 
eafy there, put hirn under clofe confinement, in the houfe 
of a magiftratc. Such was the reward of his bafe flattery. 
At the fame time the emperor demanded the death of Sex- 
tius Paconianus, who had confpired with Sejanus to com- 
pafs the ruin of Caligula ; but he efcaped, by making ari 
ample difeovery of the plot, and naming all who were con- 
cerned in it Among thefe wasLatinius Latiaris, of whofe 
deteftable charafler we have already fpoken. He was one 
of the mod abandoned informers in Rome, and had pro- 
cured the deftruflion of many illuftrious citizens *, but now 
met his juft fate, being, to the great joy of the whole city> 
condemned and executed. 

Cotta Mef- The next perfon accufed was Cotta Meflalinus, the moft 
€u^d^ in the fenate to gratify, on all occafions, the 

hi the fa* cruelty of Tiberius ; and therefore unlverfally hated. He 
njour of was charged with having fpoken contemptuoufly (R) of Ca- 
*tiherius ligula, 

di/charged* traduced Cali- dalous debaucheries, as a pathic, 

gula, as guilty of the moft fcan- as one deftitute of, all (hame and 

modefty : 
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Kgula, Livia Augufta, and of Tiberius himfelf ; and the 
charge was proved by men of the firft rank in Rome. Cotta 
appealing to Tiberius, a letter was foon after brought from 
him, in behalf of the criminal; wherein, after relating the 
beginning of his friendfliip with Cotta, and his many good 
fervices to himfelf, he befought the fathers not to wrelt in- 
to crimes words perverfly conftrued, and humorous talcs 
told at an entertainment (S). In confequence of this in- 
terpofition, the fathers not only difcharged Cotta, but in- 
fliAed on Caecilianus the fenator, who was the chief evi- 
dence againft him, the fame punifhment which had been 
formerly decreed againft the accufers of Lucius Arruntius, 
one of the moft virtuous men in Rome; but what this pu- 
niftiment was, we find no where recorded p. 

While moft men were renouncing the chara£l:er of friends 
to Sejanus, a Roman knight, named Marcus Terentius, be- 
ing accufed on this account, pwncd the charge before the 
fenate, in the following fpeech, which deferves to be re- 
• cq^dcd : “ It would pgrhaps be more wife in me, confcript 
fathers, to deny thaljfe acknowiege the crime w-ith which 

p Tacit. Ann, lib. vi. cap, 3^10, Suet. lib. iii. cap. 67. 


modefty : in celebrating among 
the priefts the birth- day of Li- 
via, the emperor’s mother, he 
had fpoken of her with difre- 
fpe<ft, without fparing Tiberius 
himfelf ; in complaining of the 
great fway which Manius Lepi- 
dus and Lucius Arruntius, with 
whom he had a fuit about mo- 
ney, bore in the fenate, he had 
faid, “ They, indeed, will be 
fupported by the fenate, but 1 
by my little Tiberius.” Thefe 
were the crimes alleged againft 
him ; and to any other the charge 
would have proved fatal ; but as 
he ftudied in every thing to gra- 
tify the cruel temper of Tibe- 
rius, and was the author, as our 
hiftorian tells us, of almoft every 
bloody counfel, the emperor 
took him under his protedfion, 
and (hewed that mercy to him, 
which he would have denied to 
the moft worthy man in the 
ftnate. 

(S) The beginning of his let- 


ter was very remarkable ; for he 
introduced it with the following 
words ; ** What to write to you, 
confcript fathers, or in what 
manner to write to you, at this 
time, if I know, may all the 
gods d(x>m me to greater ago- 
nies than thofe under which I 
feel myfelf daily pcrifhing !” 
Such were the horrors that 
haunted him, even among the 
rocks of Caprese ; though hard- 
ly acceftible to men, yet they 
could not keep off the avenging 
furies that purfued him, nor 
infure his tranguility This 
great prince, this fovereigri of 
Rome, with his numerous ar- 
mies, with his pr*torian bands, 
and his unlimited power, was 
in hourly fear of fecrct aftailins, 
inceffanriy racked by his own 
apprehenlions ; andconfeqiient- 
ly, with all the dignity ot em- 
pire, the moft miferabic being 
in his dominions* 
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I am charged \ but whatever be the refult, I cannot, I will 
not, deny it. 1 therefore own, and publicly declare, that 
I was one of Sejanus’s friends ; that I courted and fought 
his friendfhip ; that I gloried in it, after I had gained it. 
And what wonder that I did fo ? I faw Sejanus joined 
wkh his father in the command of the prsetorian guards^^ 
and next governing the ftate and the foldiery, both as a 
minifter and a general : his kinfmen and friends were raifed 
to the firft employments; as every man was in credit with 
Sejanus, he was favoured by Tiberius; fuch, on the con- 
trary, as incurred his difpleafure, were perfecuted without 
mercy. Of this I need not give any inftances. Sejanus 
therefore the Volfinian was not the man we courted, but Se- 
janus engrafted into the Claudian and Julian families; Sc«* 
janus, your fon-in-law, O Caefar ! your colleague in the 
confulfhip, your favourite, and, under you, charged with 
the adminiftration of the empire. It docs not belong to us 
to judge, who he is whom you think fit to raife above the 
reft, nor on what confi derations you have raifed him. To „ 
you the gods have left the fuprerpe JBpofal of all things, 
and to ns the glory of obedience. I-^|p)nly behold the out- 
ward appearance of things ; w^e perceive upon w^hom you 
beftow wealth and honours, to whom you truft the greateft 
power of relieving or opprelTing us, which no man can deny 
Sejanus to have had ; but to pry into the fecret thoughts of 
the prince, and thedefigns which he induftrioufly conceals, 
is both unlawful and dangerous* Let us not, confeript fa- 
thers, fix our thoughts on the laft day of Sejanus, but re- 
member him for the fpace of fixteen years ; during which 
time we adored fuch of his retainers at Satrius and Pompo- 
nius, and efteemed it a great honour to be acquainted with 
his porters and freedmen. I fpeak here of thofe only who 
were guiltlefs of his laft defignst Let thofe be punifhed, 
who confpired with him againft the ftate, who wxre privy 
to his wicked attempts upon the life of the prince ; nothing 
can be more juft ; but as for us, who are charged only with 
offices of frieuclftiip, and inftances of benevolence towards 
Sejanus, you cannot condemn us, O Cadar, without con- 
demtung, at the fame time, yourfelf.” 

The freedom of this fpcech, and the joy that one was at 
laft found, who had courage enough to declare aloud what 
they all thoyght in their hearts, had fuch a powerful effedl: 

. upon the minds of the fathers, that Tcrentius was abfolved, 
and his accufers, for this and other crimes, were condemn- 
<5d, fomc to baniftiment, and others to death Tiberius 

9 Tacit, Ann. lib. vk cap* S, 9. 

himfelf 
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himfelf approved of the proceedings of the fenate on this 
occafion, probably not daring to oppofe a truth fpoken with 
fuch liberty, and fo generally applauded : but what induced 
him to diflTemble an affront offered him, at this time, by L. 
Sejanus the praetor, probably one of the difgraced minifter's 
kinfmen, is no eafy matter to guefs j for the praetor, in the 
fhews which he exhibited in virtue of his office, employed 
fuch only as were bald j and difpofed five thoufand boys, 
all fliaved, with torches in their hands, to light the fpeda- 
tors borne. No perfon doubted but this was done to deride 
Tiberius, who was bald ; but, neverthelefs, be took no 
more notice of it than if be had never heard of the inci- 
dent ^ 

Next came letters from Tiberius againfl Sextus Veftilius, 
formerly praetor, whom Tiberius had long firice admitted 
into his friendfhip, from refpe<Ft: to his brother Drufus, to 
whom Veflilius was exceeding dear. He was accufed of 
having compofed a fatire againft Caligula, reproaching him 
.with the lewdnefs of his life. Tiberius forbad him his table ; a 
diTgrace which fo affe^d him, that he refolved to deftroy him- 
felf. Accordingly, having with a trembling and feeble hand, 
as he was very old, opened bis veins, he bound them up, and 
wrote a letter to the prince, imploring his mercy ; but Ti- 
berius returning him an angry anfwer, he opened them 
again, and bled to death. Not even women efcaped the 
emperor’s fury ; as they could not be charged with defigns 
of ufurping the fovereign power, <heir tears were made 
treafonable ; and Vitia, the mother of C. Fufius Geminus, 
conful three years before, was condemned and executed in 
her old age, for lamenting the death of her fon, condemn- Tihirim 
cd by the fenate. Neither did Tiberius fparc bis own jacrificet 
friends; for he facrificed Vefcularius Flaccus and Julius 
Marinus, two of his oldeft friends, who had followed him 
to Rhodes, and even atteiided him atCaprea;. The former 
had a6ted a chief part in the trial and condemnation of Libo 
Drufus ; and the latter had been employed by Sejanus to 
procure the ruin of Curtius Atticus This year died Lu- Lucius 
cius Pifo, who, being fubftituted to Taurus Statilius in the 
government of Rome, difeharged that important olfice with 
fuch fidelity, that, by a decree of the fenate, he was dif- 
tinguiflied with a public funeral. He had obtained a tri- 
umph for his warlike exploits in Thrace, was univerfally 
ofleemed and beloved, and neverthelefs died, in the eigh- 
tieth year of his age, by the courfc of nature ; a rare thing, 

‘ts our hidorian obferves, in a man of great parts, and of 

» Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 633. 
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fuch an illuftrious defcent *. A motion was afterwards 
made in the fenate by Quinftilianus, tribune of the people, 
concerning a book of the Sibyl, which Caninius GalJus, 
one of the college of fifteen, had in treated might be re- 
ceived among the reft of 'that prophetefs. The decree 
pafled without oppofition ; but Tiberius, in a letter to the 
fenate, defircd, that the book might firft be examined by 
the quindecim^rs. 

This year the dearth of com occafioned fome common 
lions in the city, the people urging their wants in the thea- 
tre with great freedom, or rather licentioufnefs. Tiberius, 
alarmed at their boldnefs, cenfured, in a meflage to the fe- 
natc, both them, and the magiftrates for not quelling, by 
their authority, the mutinous populance. This reproach 
ftimulated the fathers to pafs a fevere edi 61 : againft rioters, 
and fuch as difturbed the public tranquility. About the end 
of the year, Geminus, Pompeius, and Julius Celfus, all 
Roman knights, were arraigned of treafon, and condemned. 
Geminus was indeed one of Sejanus’s friends, but had nevf r •> 
been trufted by him with his private defigns ; however, he 
was executed with Pompeius : but Celfus, by ftretching his 
chain over his head, and draining with great violence againft 
it, broke his neck, and efcaped the infamy of a public ex- 
ecution ^ This year Tiberius, having crofled the channel 
between Capreae and Surrentum, failed along the coaft of 
Campania, and, entering the Tiber, as if he defigned to 
proceed to Rome, came as far as the gardens on that river, 
having firft polled guards all along the banks, to keep off 
the multitude ; but he advanced no farther, being afhamed 
of his cruelties and abominable lufts, and impatient to re- 
turn to his gloomy rocks and beloved folitude, where he 
rioted, without check or controul, in the mod infamous 
and unnatural debaucheries 

The next confiils were, Servius Sulpicius Galba (T) and 
L. Cornelius Sylla Felix. This year Tiberius difpofed of 

his 

s Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. lo, ii. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 631. 
f Tacit. Ann. lib, vi. cap. 13, 14. ® Idem ibid, cap, i. Suer, 

in Tib. cap. 7a. 

(T) Servius Sulpicius Galba the name of Otho is not marked 
was afienvarda raifed to the em- in the confular tables, Onu- 
pire. Suetonius obferves, that phrius, Cafliodorus, and the 
he fucceededjin the confulftiip, learned cardinal Noris, con 
Cn. Domitius, the father of elude, that he was fubllitutcd 
Nero; and was fucceeded by to Galba. Lucius Vitelfius, 
Salvius Otho, the father of the one of the following year’s con- 
emperor of the fame name. As fuls, was father to Aulus Vi- 

tellius. 
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bis two grand-daughters, who were now of age, beftowing 
Drufilla on Lucius Caffius, and Julia on Marcus Vinicius. 
On this occafion he difpatched to the fenate a fliort com- 
mendation of the young men; then touching upon the 
caufes of his abfence, and the hatred and ill-will he had 
drawn upon himfclf by his zeal for the republic, he defired, 
that Marco, commander of the praetorian guards, with fome 
few tribunes and centurions, might always attend him into 
the fenate. The fathers readily granted him his requeft, 
without any limitation either to die number or condition of 
the guards who were to accompany him : and they de- 
creed, that whenever the prince came to the fenate, ail the 
fenators fhould be fearched, to prevent their carrying arms 
under their robes But notwithllanding the precaution, 
Tiberius never appeared in the fenate, nor entered the walls 
of Rome, though he came fometimes to the very gates, for 
the moft part by folitary and by-ways, and then retreated 
with much precipitation. Great difturbances being raifed 
by the debtors, the emperor, to yield fome relief, declared, 
tlfat he would lend a hundred thoufand great feftcrces, for 
the term of three years, without intereft, provided each 
borrower mortgaged, in land, double the value of what he 
borrowed : but this generofity did not in the leaft allay the 
public hatred which the emperor drew upon himfelf by his 
cruelties, many illuftriousperfons being this year condemn- 
ed and executed, and many others baniflied, upon the moft 
groundlefs fufpicions (U), 

Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 15. * Dio, lib, Iviii. p. 633. 

tellius, who was likewife em- fenteiiced to exile; her hul- 
peror, and fucceeded Otho. Ta- band, and his tathcr, two niL-n 
citus tells us, that Tiberius hav- of great diftinflif>n among the 
ing fent for Galba, during his Greeks, were both executed ; 
confullliip, and fifted him upon but her father, an illuftrious 
fcvcral fubje(!^is, he, at laft, told Roman knight, and her brother, 
him in Greek, that one day he once praetor, prevented their ex - 
IhoLild tafte of empire, (ignify- ecution by a voluntary death, 
ing thereby his ftiort fovereign- The crime laid to their charge 
ty (2). was, that Macrina’s hulband be- 

(U) Among thefe, Coniidius ing defeended horn Theopha- 
Rroculus, while, void of all ap- nes, who bad been one of the 
prehen (ion, he was celebrating confidantsofPompey the Great, 
his birth-dav, was fuddenly ac- they had all paid divine honours 
cufed of treafon, hurried to the to that illullrious Greek. The 
fenate, condemned, and exe- death of Sextus Marius, the 
cafed. Pompeia Macrina was moft wealthy man in Spain, re- 

(z) Tacit. Anoah Ub. vi. cap. ao. 
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So many bloody executions, inftcad of fatiating, fcrvcd 
only to inflame Tiberius's cruelty ; for this year he com- 
manded all thofe to be put to death, without diftindion of 
fex or age, who were confined under accufation of any at- 
tachment to Scjanus infomuch that twenty were executed 
on ‘one day, and among them feveral women and children; 
their bodies were expofed on the Scake Gemoniae, from 
thence, with iron hooks, dragged through the city, and then 
thrown into the Tiber, The butchery, fays Tacitus, was 
dreadful and general; the carcafes of the noble and ignoble 
lay expofed to the fun ; thofe of every fex and age fcattered 
up and down, or ignominioufly thrown together in heaps: 
their furviving friends were not allowed to approach them, 
to bewail, or even behold them; but round the dead, guards 
were placed to watch the countenances, and obferve the 
appearance of grief. When the bodies began to putrify, 
they were dragged to the Tiber, where they floated, or were 
driven upon the banks, no man daring to burn or touch 
them, the force of fear having cut off all intercourfeof bi^- 
manity, and banilhed every fymptom of pity and tendernefs% 

Among the reft who periihed this year were three of the 
moft illuftrious perfons of the empire, Afinius Gallus, 
Drufus the fon of Germanicus, and the celebrated Agrip- 
pina. Afinius Gallus was the fon of the famous Afinius 
Pollio, one of Auguftus’s chief favourites, and married 
Vipfania the daughter of Agrippa, after Tiberius had di-r 
vorced her, to marry Julia ; fo that his children were bro- 
thers to Drufus, whom Tiberius had by Vipfania, nephews 
to Agrippina, and nearly related to the Qefars. Tiberius 
had long detefted him, on account of his marrying Vipfa- 
nia, but, with his ufual diffimulation, concealed his hatred 
till this period, when Gallus being, we know not about 
what bufinefs, difpatched to him by the fenatc, heTeceived 
him in a moft obliging manner, but, at the fame time, 
wrote to the fenatc, requiring his condemnation ; fo that the 
very day he was entertained as a familiar friend at the em-* 
peror’s table at Caprese, he was condemned as a traitor at 
Rome, and a prsetor was fent to fee the fentence put in exe- 


y Tacit. Ann', lib. vi, cap. 19. » Idem ibid. 


fleefted great dlfgrace upon Ti- 
herius ; for though he was ac- 
cufed of inceft with his daugh- 
ter, and for that crime, as was 
pretended, thrown headlong 
from the Tarpeian rock, yet it 
was commonly believed, that his 


immenfc riches had occafioned 
his ruin ; and. Indeed, not with- 
out good grounds, Tiberius hav- 
ing, after his condemnation, ap- 
propriated to himfelf bis mines 
of gold, though forfeited to the 
public* 
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inition. However, the inhuman tyrant would not allow 
him to be immediately difpatched, but caufed him to be 
kept under clofe confinement, no one being fufiered to 
come near him, except his guards, left he fiiould, by a 
voluntary death, put an end to his miferies. Me periflied 
at length, after three years painful confinement, through 
famine. The pleafure of the emperor being confultcd, 
whether he would fuffer him to be buried, he was not 
afhamed to reckon, his allowing the laft offices to be paid to 
him as a particular favour*. 

Drufus was condemned by the emperor to l>c ftarved; 
but protracted his life nine days, by feeding, for want 
of other fuftenance, on the flocks of his bed. The in- 
human monfter, not fatiated with the death of his grand- 
fon, purfued him even beyond the grave with cruel invec- 
tives \ and, iti a letter to the ienate, charged him with 
many heinous crimes, ordering, at the fiime.tinie, the 
minutes of his words and adfions to be read ; which had 
long and daily been regiltered by perfons exprefly appoint- 
cd to obferve his looks, and watch all his actions, and 
note down every expreffion, every complaint, he uttered. 
The recital of this journal filled all who heard it with hor- 
ror : and, indeed, that a grandfather ffiould appoint perfons 
to notice all the adions, ffiould have all the weaknefles, or 
crimes, of his grandfon, regiftered by fecret fpies, and 
thus expofed to the world, argues fuch treachery and mean- 
nefs, as would hardly be credited, were it not attefted by 
the moft eminent writers of antiquity. Tacitus quotes the 
letters of Adius the centurion, andDidymus the freedrnan, 
declaring particularly the names of the flaves appointed ^ 
abufe and provoke Drufus, with the feveral parts they a 
cd, in order to extort from him complaints againft 
rius. The centurion to whofe cuftody he was committed, 
being introduced to the fenate, repeated, in the prelcncc 
of the fathers, his outrageous language to the young 
prince ; with the words uttered by that unfortunate youth, 
v/bile fuftcring under the agonies of hunger. ^ i 

He told them that Drufus, at firft, pretending to be 
diftraded, vented, in the ftylc of a madman, ditaal im- 
precations againft Tiberius; but afterwards, fincTing his 
doom inevitable, he invoked, with great deli era 
fedatenefs, the vengeance of the gods, 
that, as Tiberius hid tnaffacred his faughter-m-law, h s 
nephew, his grand-children, and filled « r 

whole houfe.To they would, in juftice to the anceftors of 
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the flain» in juftice to their pofterity, avenge oh this mart 
of blood fo many cruel and barbarous murders. The fena- 
tors, hearing the centurion, broke out into loud exclama-^ 
tions, as if they detefted thofe imprecations \ but they were 
llruck with amazement, in hearing the detail of the bar-^ 
banties pra^lifed by the emperor*s orders upon his grand- 
fon 

The death of the fon was followed by that of the mother, 
which happened on the feventeenth of October. Agrippina 
had been confined before the difgrace of Sejanus, after 
whofe execution fhe hoped Tiberius would ufe her and her 
fon Drufus with more humanity; but finding him no lefs 
^he death implacable than before, (he ended her miferieS) by abftain- 
af Agrip- ing from all food(X) The emperor obferved to the fenate, 
ptna. Qyj fame day on which Sejanus had been 

executed, two years before ; adding that fuch a day ought 
to be particularly diftinguiflied : nay, he boafted of his 
clemency, fince he had not caufed her to be ftrangled, and 
her body to be expofed on the Scalae Gemoniae, and thence « 
dragged to the Tiber. For this inftance of mock-mercy the 
fenate folemnly thanked him, and, decreed, that, on the 
feventeenth of October, the day of the death of Agrippina 
and Sejanus, a yearly offering (hould be confecrated to Ju- 
piter Capitolinus for ever®. 

The death of Agrippina procured that of her declared 
enemy Plancina, the widow of Cneius Pifo. She was guilty 
of many other crimes, befides that which was laid to her 
charge, of poifoning Germ^^nicus. When her hulband fell, 
(he was protedied by the felicitations of Livia, and alfo by 
the animofity of Agrippina, whom the fpiteful Tiberius 


b Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 23, 24. 
Suet, in Tiber, cap. 53, 

(X) Suetonius tells us, that, 
after (he had taken a refolution 
to ftarveherfelf, Tiberius cauf- 
ed her mouth to be opened, and 
nourifhment to be crammed 
down her throat. But Tacitus 
queftions whether (he abfiained 
voluntarily from all food, or was 
denied it by Tiberius’s orders ; 
and a report was afterwards 
fpread, that death had been her 
own choice. Be that as it will, 
her death did not put an end to 
the malice and cruelty of the 


c Idem ibid. cap. 25, 26. 

outrageous tyrant, who charged 
her w'ith feveral abominable 
crimes, efpecially with adultery, 
as if fhe had maintained a cri- 
minal correfpondence with Afi- 
nius Gallus ; and, upon his 
death, became weary of life. 
But Agrippina’s charaiSier, and 
known chaftity, fufficiently 
cleared her from all imputa- 
tions of that nature ; for (he 
had facrificed, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, to a manly ambition, all 
the paffions and vices of her fex. 

would 
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^uld not gratify with the death of a perfon whom (he ab- 

• **“5 ” now no farther room for favour 

or hatred juft.ceprevmled 5 and Plandna, being accufed 
of crimes long fince fufficieutly proved, executed, with her 
own hand, that vengeance which was rather too late than 
too fevere. Notwithftanding the pleafure Tiberius took, in 
deftroying the nioft illullrious families in Rome, yet he 
was feiihbly affeaed with the death of Cocceius Nerva, 
though It was entirely owing to his cruelty. He was one of 
the mod learned civilians in Rome, had been conful twelve 
years before, had attended Tiberius to Caprese, and was in 
high favour with him ; fo that he had no reafon to be weary 
of life: but though thus in full profperity of fortune, in 
perfea vigour of body, he refolved to die. and accordingly 
refufed all nourifliment. Tiberius, having learnt his de- 
iign, did all that jay in his power to dilTuade him from put- 
ting It m execution ; examined his motives ; and defeend- 
ed even to iiitreatics, declaring, that it would be a great 
. affliaion to him ; that it would reflea difgrace upon him, 
^id tarnifh his reputation, if one of his moft intimate 
friendii, his infeparable companion, fhould thus fhew him- 
felf weary of life. Notwithilanding the remonllrances and 
intreaties of Tiberius, Nerva perdfled in his purpofe* and 
ended his life by abllinence 

year Claudia, daughter to Marcus Silanus, a fenator 
diitinguifhed by his illuftrious birth, and great eloquence, 
was married to Caius Caligula, the only furviving fon of 
Germanicus. 'J'hc people were no lefs pleafed with this 
marriage than diffatisfied with that of Julia, the daughter 
of Drufus, and widow of Nero : fhe debafed herfelf by 
marrying Rubellius Blandus, whofe grandfather was a 
native of Tibur, and only a Ptoinan knight 

This year, the thirty-third of the common sera, and nine- 
teenth of Tiberius’s reign, our Saviour was crucified, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the befl: chronologcrs. PhJegon, 
the emperor Adrian’s freedman, who wrote fixteeu books 
of the Olympiads, fpeaks of the darknefs which happened 
*it his death. He fays, “ There happened the greateft and 
niofl remarkable eclipfe that ever had been known : at the 
fixth hour the day was fuddenly turned into night, info- 
much that the ftars were feen : at the fame time an earth- 
quake in Bithynia overturned many houfes in the city of 
Nice.” This darknefs, which Phlegon calls an eclipfe, 
happened, according to him, in the ^urth year of the two 
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himdred and fecond Olympiad, which ^dcd atoht tht 
middle of the prefent year ^ 

In the following year, when Paulu^ Fabius Perficus, or, 
as fomc call him, Prifiua, and L. Vitellius, were confuls, 
many eminent perfons fell, cither by their own hands, or 
thofe of the pablie executioner: among the reft Pomponju? 
Labeo, and Marcus v^^milius Scaurusj the former, once 
governor of Moefia, being charged with maladminiftratioii, 
and other crimes, prevented condemnation by opening his 
veins, his wife Paxea following his example j the latter, an 
able orator, a man of an illuftrious defeent, but a profefled 
debauchee, was accufed by Servilius and Cornelius of 
adultery with Livia the widow of Drufus, and of offering 
magical facrifices : but his true crime was, the hatred 
Macro bore him ; for Macro, who was, at that time, as 
much in favour with Tiberius, and no lefs vindi£live than 
Sejanus had been, informed the emperor, that Scaurus, in 
a tragedy which he had compofed, deferibed him, and dif* 
played his cruelties, under the name of Atreus. The pre- 
tended criminal, before fentence was paffed, laid violent 
hands on himfelf, encouraged to fuicide by* his wife, who 
died with him Servilius and Cornelius, his accufers, 
were foon after baniftied into different iflands, for accept- 
ing a bribe, to drop the profecution which they had begun 
againft Varius Ligur. Abudius Rufo likewife, formerly 
aedile, was himfelf condemned, and driven out of Rome, 
while he attempted to effc61: the condemnation of Lentulus 
Getulicus, under whom he had commanded a legion, be- 
caufe he had efpoufed his daughter to a fon of Sejanus. 

Getulicus was, at this time, commander of the legions 
in Upper Germany, and by them extremely beloved, for 
bis great mildnefs and clemency : he was likewife ac- 
ceptable to the legions of Lower Germany, in confidcration 
of their general Apronius being his father-in-law. Hence 
he was generally believed to have written to Tiberius that, 
not by his own inclination, but by his advice, he had fought 
the .alliance of Sejanus ; that he had been as liable to be 
deceived as Tiberius ; and that it was not reafonable, a fault 
common to both ihould pafs unblamed in one, and be 
punifhed in another. He added, that he had hitherto in* 
viokbly mairrtaincd the allegiance he owed him ; and that 
he would continue unftiakcn in hrs fidelity to the lall, pro- 
vided no dark plots were framed againft him ; but that he 
would confidcr a fucccflbr as the meflenger of death ; and 

t Orig. contra CelAun, p. 89, 8e 99. Edit. Grasc. e Tacit 

ibid. cap. ^9. 

therefore! 
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tfeerefbfe, ttiat they fhoald form an agreement between 
them } by which the prince fhould erijoy the reft of the em- 
pire, and he always retain his province. This bold meafure, 
however furprifing, Was believed, becaufe, of all thofe who 
were attached to Sejanus, GetuKcus alone efcaped unhurt, 
and continOed in favour to the laft. Tiberius, fenfible that 
he was uniyerfally hated, and that his authority was I'up- 
ported more by reputation than by force, durft not venture 
to attack a man who had both fiifficient power and courage 
to defend himfelf 

It was in the courfe of this year, if we believe Dio Caflius, A ctunter* 
or according to Facitus, four years before this period, that 
a certain adventurer aflumed the name of Drufus the fon of 
Germanicus. He firft appeared in the Cyclades, and ibon 
after on the continent, attended by many of the emperor’s 
freedmen, and by great crouds of people, who flocked to 
him from all parts. Poppjeus Sabinus, governor of Greece, 
and alfo of Macedon, where he was at that time, hearing 
the account, haftened to Nicopolis, a Roman colony, to 
oWate the evil confequences of fuch a report. There he 
learned, that this counterfeit Drufus, being carefully examin- 
ed, had declared himfelf to be the fon of Marcus Silanus; 
and that, many of his followers falling off, he had embark- 
ed, as if he defigned to fail to Italy. Tacitus relates nothing 
farther concerning the origin, or iffue, of that affair * (Y ). 

In the following confullhip of Ceftius Gallus and M# 

Servilius Nonianus, the domeftic evils continued, the cru- 
elty of Tiberius being neither appeafed by time, or the iii- 

h Tacit, Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. » Idem lib. v. cap. 10. 


(Y) Tacitus tells lis, that in 
the confulfhip of Fabius and 
Vitellius, after many ages, the 
phoenix appeared \n Egypt. He 
fays it is a creature facrea to the 
fun ; and that, as to its beak 
and feathers, it differs from all 
other birds ; but, as to the 
length of its life, relations vary. 
The common opinion is, that 
it lives five hundred years ; but 
there are not wanting fome who 
extend its life to 1461- Ac- 
cording to tradition, the true 
pheenix, Ihaving completed a 
eenain courfe of years, builds. 


juft before its death, a neft in 
its ’native land, upon which it 
iheds a generative power ; 
whence fprings up a young one, 
whofe firft care, when grown 
up, is to bury its father. This 
it does not undertake unadvif- 
cdly, but firft tries its ftrength, 
by gathering, and carrying a 
great way, loads of myrrh. 
When it finds itfelf equal to 
the burden, and fit for a long 
flight, it takes upon its back its 
father’s body, carries it to the al- 
tar of the fun, and there burnt 
it (i). 


(I ) Tacit. Attii. lib. vi. ch>. a*. 
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numerable viiElims he had already facrificed : he ftill pi?F-r 
fued, with frelh rage, Hale and dubious imputations, punilh- 
ing them as recent, heinous, and proved crimes (Z). In 
the end of the year died Poppaeus Sabinus, who had been 
conful under Auguftus, had acquired triumphal honours, 
and governed during the fpace of twenty*four years the two 
Moefias *, to which governments Tiberius had added, in the 
fecond year of his reign, Macedon and Achaia 

In the following year, (^Plautius and Sextus Papinius 
Allenius being coiifuls, Lucius Arufeius, and feveral others, 
were condemned, and executed. Such executions were 
now become fo frequent and familiar, that they were very 
little regarded v but that of Vibulenus Agrippa, a Roman 
knight, (truck every perfon with terror and amazement. 
After his accufers had finiflied their pleadings againft him, 

^ Tacit, Ann, lib. vi. cap. 38, 39. Dio, p. 637, 

(Z) The mod diftinguifhed were debarrred the honour of 
perfons who periflied this, year, burial; their bodies werepq}?-* 
were Fv\lcmius Trio, 0 ranius licly expofed to the infults of 
Martiaiuis, Tatius Gratianus, the populace, dragged through 
Trebellienus Rufue, and Sex- the ft reets with iron hooks, and 
tins Paconianus. Trio, who . thrown into the Tiber. The 
was conful the year in which bodies of fuch as by a voluntary 
Sejanus'was executed, being ac- death prevented condemnation, 
cu'cd of having been privy to were interred ; their wills re- 
the treacherous defigns of that mained in force; and their 
minifter.^made bis lall will; in eftatps devolved to their chil- 
which he compiled a long dren (i). Tatius Gratiunus, 
charge of iniquities and dread- w^ho had been praetor, was for 
ful inve^lives againft Macro, the fame charge fentenced to 
and the emperor's chief freed- death, and alfo Trebellienus 
men, not fparing 'the prince Rufus, who had been likewil’e 
himfelf, whom he ftyled an old prsetor, and formerly appointed 
dotard, and, on account of his by the fenate guardian to the 
long abfence, adefpicable exile, fons of Cotys, king of Thrace ; 
Granius Martian us, the fena- but he prevented condemnation 
tor,|being charged wnth trealon by a voluntary death. Paco- 
by Caius Gracchus, laid violent nianus, who had been choi'en 
hands on himfelf. No w^onder, by Sejanus to contrive the over- 
that voluntary deaths ihould be throw of Caligula, was, after 
fo common at Rome; for all three years confinement, ftrang* 
thofe who fell by the hand of led in prifon, for verfes maac 
the executioner forfeited their there againft Tiberius (2). 
eftates with their lives, and 

(1) Tacit. Annal. lih. vi. cap. 19. Dio, lib. Ivjii. p. 630. Suet, 
in Tib. cap. 53. (t) Tacit. Annal. lib, vi'. cap. 38, 39. 

P« 6l6a 

be 
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kpulkd out poifon, which he had concealed under hia 

gowiv and fwillowed it in open fenate. He immSiatelv 
fell , but, neverthelefs, was haltily dragged by the lidlore 
to the dungeon where, though rLdy cxple, Ve 
ftrangled by the common executioner. Caius Galba a 
conl^lar, and brother to the emperor of this name, with 
the two Blafi, fell by their own bands ; Galba, upon the 
receipt of a letter from the emperor, forbidding hinfto call 
of a province ; and the Blsefi, be- 
caufe Tiberius faeftowed their priefthoods, as vacant digiii- 

andobeyed''it '‘'"y as a fignal of death, 

Tigranes, grandfon to Herod king of Judtea by bis father 

tteTr “"‘^1 f '‘‘"g Cappadocia by bis mo- 
ther Glaphyra >, who had himfelf reigned fome tinte in Ar- 
menia, was accufecl like a private citizen, and, without any 
regard to the royal dignity, condemned, and executed, with 
he other pretended criminals. This prince, and his cider 
.brother Al^ander, had renounced the Jewifli, and em- 
bfaced the Pagan religion, in complaifance to their grand* 
ather Archelaus. Agrippa their coufin-german was, in 
tlie month of September, dragged to prifon, loaded with 
chains, and kept under clofe confinement, till the death of 
f iberius. 


S55 


fufl'ered greatly by an inundation 
ot the Tiber, and by fire, which burnt down that part of 
n was contiguous to Mount Aventine, and 

all the buildings on the mount itfelf. Tiberius paid the rhe gene-- 
value of the houfes deftroyed, and expended, in this bounty, of 
a hundred thoufand great fefterces. To make an eftimate 
of every man’s lofs, he appointed his four fons-in-law, 

^neius Domitius, Cairius Longinijs, Marcus Vinicius, and 
^iibellius Blandus, aflifted by Publius Petronius, nominated 
oy the confuls 

The next confuls, and the laft under Tiberius, were 
^neius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius Nigrinus, 
as Suetonius calls him, Niger. The emperor was now 
in the feventy-eighth year of his age, without having been 
once indifpofed fince his accelfion to the empire, 
though he negle^led, and was even ufed to ridicule, the 
rules and preferiptions of phyficians, and fuch as, after the 
of thirty, wanted to be informed by them what helped 
Or hurt their conftitutions. At length he was taken ill at Tiberiusis 
■^ftura, between Antium and Cerceii, as he was return- 
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ing to Caprcse from the neighbourhood of Rome, 
ever, he proceeded to Circeii, where, to diflTemble his indif<* 
poQtion, he not only aflifted at the military ' games, but 
even threw darts, and killed a boar with his own hand. 
From Circcii he advanced to Mifenum ; and finding his 
ftrehgth began to fail, took up his refidence in a villa near 
the promontory which once belonged to the celebrated 
Lueullus. Ill order to conceal his indifpofition, which was 
now very vifible, he exerted the fame vigour of mind, the 
fame energy in difeourfe, and even afFe£ted fometimes to 
be gay 

The courfe of executions was not interrupted at Rome 
by the emperor’s illnefs. Acutia, once the wife of Publius 
Vitellius, being charged with treafon by Lselius Balbus, was 
condemned. Afterwards Albucilla, who had been married 
to Satrius Secundus, a woman infamous for her amours and 
debaucheries, was accufed of devifing charms againft the 
life of Tiberius. In the fame charge was involved, as her 
accomplices and adulterers, Cneius Domitius, Vibius Maj:- 
fus, and Lucius Arruntius,.perfons diftinguiftied by their 
birth and employments : but, as the minutes tranfmitted to 
the fenate imported, that Macro had prefided in the exa- 
mination of the witnefles and torture of the (laves, and 
thefe were not accompanied by any letter from Tiberius 
againft the accufed, the fathers fufpefted, that, while he 
was ill, the accufations were forged by Macro, an invete- 
rate enemy to Arruntius. However, that brave Roman 
chofe to die i notwitliftaiiding the entreaties of his friends, 
who reprefented that the emperor’s death, which was hourly 
expe£led, would deliver him from the prefent danger : he 
anfwered, that there was no profpe£l:of better times in the 
reign of Caligula, bred up under the tuition and exam- 
ple of the infamous Macjro ; he therefore caufed his veins 
to be opened, and bled to death 

Such was the end of Lucius Arruntius, a man of il- 
luftrious defeent, great fortune, and extraordinary accom- 
pliftiments. Domitius, by pretending to prepare for his 
defence, and MaYfus, by refolving to end his life by abfti- 
nence, outlived- Tiberius, and efcaped the prefent danger. 
Albucilla attempted to deftroy herfeff ; but the blow prov- 
ing inefte£l:ual, fhe was, by order of the fenate, dragged to 
prifon, and there executed. Againft the accomplices of 
her debaucheries, it was decreed, that Grafidius Sacerdos, 
formerly praetor, fhould be haniftied to an iiland; and that 

n Tacit. Ann^ lib. vi. cap. 50, Suet. cap. 7». Jofeph. lib. v'ni* 
cap. 8. * Tack. Anna!, lib. vi. cap. 4$/ 

Pontius 
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Pontius Fregellanus and Lselius Balbus, both fcnators, 
ihould be degraded. About the fame time Sextus Papi- 
niuSj of a confular family, ended his life, by throwing 
himfelf from an eminence, to avoid the impure lolicitations 
of his OM^n mother ; who was thereupon accufed, but only 
baniflied Rome for ten years, till her younger fon Ijad 
pafled the dangers of youth p. 

Tiberius having read, in the journal of the fenatc, that 
fome prifoners had been difeharged, becaufe he had only 
written, that informations were lodged againft them, with- 
out mentioning witneffes, tranfported with rage, refolved to 
return to Caprese, and there, as in a place of fafety, re- 
venge the affront ; but the bad weather, and his diftemper, 
detained him, againft his inclination, at Mifenum How- 
ever, he ftill hoped to overcome his prefent indifpofition, 
depending upon the predi£lions of Tbrafyllus, which he 
confidered as fo many oracles (A) : that famous aftrologer. 


P Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 49 

(A) Tiberius, during his re- 
tirement at Rhodes, applied 
himfelf chiefly to the fludy of 
judicial aftrology, under the di- 
re(ftion of Thrafyllus, whofe 
(kill in that art he proved by 
the following trial : he led him 
to a houfe built on the top of 
a deep rock, by the fea-nde, 
and there minutely confulted 
him about various events. 
Thrafyllus gave fatisfa£lory an- 
fwers to all his queflions ; aifur- 
ed him that he fhould be foon 
raifed to the empire ; and fore- 
told many revolutions, which 
afterwards happened, as they 
had been predicted, Tiberius, 
flruck with amazeihent, afked 
him, whether he had calculated 
his own nativity, and could 
thence forefee what was to be- 
fal him the fame year, nay, that 
very day ? The reader is to be 
informed, that the way to the 
above mentioned houfe lay crofs 
foHtary rocks, and dreadful pre- 
cipices ; and that Tiberius, if 

(1) Tacit. Anna 

A J 


4 Suet, in Tib. cap. 73. 

he fufpeefted the predi<ftlons of 
any alirologer he confulted to 
be falfe, ufed, on his return, to 
throw him into the fea. This 
had been the fate of feveral,who, 
unlkilled in the art they pro- 
feffed, had attempted to impofe 
upon him with falfe predictions. 
Thrafyllus, therefore, when the 
above mentioned queftion was 
put to him, furveying the poll- 
tions of the flats, and calculat- 
ing their afpetfts, began, atfirft, 
to.hefitate, then to trembles 
and the more he meditated, the 
more he appeared difmayed 
with wonder and dread : at lafl 
he cried out, that jufl then he 
was threatened with a danger 
very near fatal. At thefe words 
Tiberius congratulated him up- 
on his forefigbt of dangers, and 
his fecurity^ from them ; and 
thenceforth, efteeming his pre- 
dictions as fo many oracles, hela 
him in the rank of his molt m- 
timate friends (i). 

1 . lib. vi. cap. 
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haring affured him, that he was to live ten years longer, 
either deceived himfelf, or dcfigned to deceive Tiberius, that 
he might not haften the execution of thofc who were in 
prifon. Many were indebted to Tbrafyllus’s prediftion for 
their lives " ; for Tiberius, relying upon it, purfued his former 
codrfe of life, without even relinquiftiing his fhameful de- 
baucheries, or mentioning his diftemper to any phyfician : 
however, Charicles, an eminent man in that profeflion, 
who always attended him, pretending to depart upon fome 
private affair, under the appearance of kifling his hand as 
he went out of the room, touched his pulfe. Tiberius, fuf- 
pe£l:ing the artifice, inflantly ordered the entertainment to 
be ferved up, perfuaded Charicles to fit down again, and 
continued himfelf at table longer than ufgal, as if he meant 
that honour only for a farewel to his friend, but in reality 
to feign health, and hide his weaknefs. When the enter- 
tainment was over, be did not forget his old cuftom *, but 
Handing in the middle of the room, with an ofiicer by him ; 
he called them all by their names, and took his leave c^f 
each of the guefls in particular, as if he had been in per- 
fect health. Neverthelefs, Charicles afl'ured Macro, that 
the emperor declined apace, and that he could not exiff two 
days longer : hence the whole court was filled with clofe 
confultatious ; and exprelTcs were fent to the generals and 
armies 

Tiberius bad no furviving children of his own •, he had 
indeed a grandfon, the fon of Drufus, named Tiberius 
Nero, and furnamed Gemellus, or the Twin, bccaufe born 
at a birth with another, who died in his infancy. Caius, 
furnamed Caligula, was his grandfon too, but only by adop- 
tion, he being the fon of bis nephew Germanicus, whom 
be had adopted by order of AUguftus. Hence be was at a 
lofs to which of the two he (hould bequeath the empire. 
The fon of Drufus was nearer in blood, and far more dear 
to him ; but too young to govern fuch a mighty empire, be- 
ing at this time in the feventeenth year of his age.. Caius 
was in the flower and vigour of youth \ and greatly beloved by 
the people, which was a fufficient motive for his grandfather 
to hate him. In this perplexity, the emperor thought even 
of Claudius, who war* his nephew, and brpther to Germa- 
nicusj but the weaknefs of his underftariding feemed an 
itifurmountable obftacle \ for he had been hitherto reckoned 
incapable of any public employment. To choofe a fuo 
ctflbr from any other family than his own, was difgracing, 


X Dio, lib. Iviii. 'p. 
Suet In Tib. cap. 7a, 73. 


9 Tacit. Anna), lib.vi. cap. 5^’ 
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and, in a manner, infulting the name of the C*fars, and 
the mcmoij of Auguftus ; for he had more at heart the 
grandeur ot his race, than the welfare and fecurity of the 
Koman ftate ; fo that his mind ftill wavering, and his 
ftrength decaying, he left the imperial dignity to the deci- 
fion of fortune * (B), < 

The 


t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap, 4^, 


(B) Suetonius affures us, that 
two years before his death, he 
made his will ; of which there 
were two copies, one under his 
own hand, the other written 
by one of his freedmen but 
both to the fame purpofe, and 
witneffed by perfons of no rank 
or dlflindlion. By that will he 
left coheirs Caius his grandfon 
by Germanicus, and Tiberius 
by Drufus, both in equal por- 
tions, and fubftituting them 
fucceffively (i); for Dio Caihus 
tells us in exprefs terms, that 
the prince left the empire, by 
his lall will, to young Tiberius 
alfo ; that he took care to make 
this his lafl difpohtion well 
known, and even caufed it to 
be read by Macro in the fe- 
nate (2). buetonius likewife, 
in his life of Caligula, writes, 
that the fenate and people una- 
nimoufty declared Caligvda foie 
emperor, contrary to the ex- 
prefs will of Tiberius, who had 
left him but his coheir with an- 
other of his grandchildren, who 
was then under age, and ftill in 
his praetexta (3). Philo the 
Jew alfurcs us, that young Ti- 
berius was left coheir of Caius, 
and his colleague in the fove- 
reignty ; and adds, that Tibe- 
rius, if he had lived a little 

(1) Sueton, in Tiber, cap. 76* 
(3) Suer, in Calig. cap. 14. 

(0 Suet, in Calig. cap, 12. 

"io, lib. Iviii. p. ^39* (?) ^ 


longer, would have cut off Cal us, 
and left the empire to his grand- 
fon, without either a partner, 
or a rival (4). Caius, doubt- 
ing of the inclination of Tibe- 
rius, left no meal'ure untried to 
fecure the empire by other 
means : he even tiebafed him- 
felf fo far, as to court the fa- 
vour of Ennia Navia, the wife 
of Macro, with the promife of 
marriage, as foon as he attained 
the fbvereign power. His view 
in this was to engtige in his in- 
tereft her hufband, whofe credit 
with the emperor was known to 
be great (O* Tacitus and Dio 
Calhus tells us, that after the 
death of Cl.Tudia, who had been 
efpoufed to Caligula, Macro 
himfelf, to make his court to 
him, obliged his wife to facrifice 
her honour to his ambitious 
views, and to fecure the yuung 
pHnee by a promife of mar- 
riage (6). Tiberius would have 
cut him off, inftead of naming 
him for his fucceffor, had not 
Macro diverted him from this 
delign, by exculing the faults 
of the young prince, by alcrib- 
ing to modefty his leeming 
want of parts, and affuring the 
emperor, that he had a great 
refpea and afteaion ibr his 
grandfon Tiberius (7)* Ma- 

(a) Dio, lib. lix. p> 640. 

(4) Phil. Lcgat. p. looa— 1004. 
(6) Tacit. Ann. lib.vi. cap. 45. 
ul. Lcgat. cap. 4 . p* 997- 99^- 
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The en^rof'sftrefigth failing hi<n d^lf^ on the fixteenth 
of March he fell into a fwoon, which Jailed fo long, that 
he was believed to have dnilhed his courfe. Caius, on this 
fuppalition, produced himfelf abroad, in the midd; of a 
great throng of perfons of all ranks, who came to pay him 
their congratulations upon his acceffion to the throne ; but 
in the height of his joy, fudden notice was brought him, 
that Tiberius had recovered his fight and voice, and had 
called for fome refrefhmertt to recruit his fainting fpirits. 
This unexpe£led intelligence ftruck all with dread and 
horror i the crowd about Caligula inftantly difperfed ; and 
the young prince himfelf, trembling, fpeechlefs, and unable 
to move, flood expelling immediate death, inftead of em- 
pire« Macro alone continued undillurbed \ and ordering 
the apartment to be cleared, caufed the weak old man to 
be^fmothered with a weight of coverings, under pretence 
of keeping him warm Tiberius died, according to Ta-i 
citus and Suetonius on the fixteenth, according to 
Dio CaflfiuS 1^, on 'the twenty-fixth of March ; fo that he 
reigned, from the ddath of Anguftus, twenty-two years, 


« Tacit. Annah tib. vi. cap. 50, et feq. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 639. 
V Tacit, ibid. cap. 59. * Suet. cap. 73. y Dio, ubi fupra. 


cro’s partiality for Caius was not 
unknown to Tiberius, who up- 
braided his mlnifier with it, tell- 
ing him, that he negledled 
the fetting fun, and courted the 
rifing.’’ On feveral other oc- 
cafions, he dropped certain 
words, which plainly fhewed, 
that he forefaw what would 
happen after his death. As ohe 
day Caius ridiculed Sylla upon 
fome occafional difeourfe, Ti- 
berius told him, that he would 
have all the vices of Sylla, and 
none of hk virtues. At an- 
other time, a debate arifing be- 
tween the two young princes, 
the emperor embraced, with 
many, tears, his little gmndfon ; 
and addrefling himfelf to Caius, 
who, at this demonftration of 
kindnefs, betrayed great fterti- 
ncfslnhis countenance; ** Thou 

(8) Phil. Legat, p, 1004, Tac 
lib-Jlym. p/636. (9) Jofep! 


(faid he), wilt one day murder 
him, and another will murder 
thee” (8), This he foretold, 
not from Ikill in afi:rology, but 
from his fagacity, and thorough 
knowlege of mankind (9). 

According to Jofephus, Ti- 
berius left the empire to 
Caius alone ; according to Dio 
Cailius and Suetonius, to Caius 
and Tiberius jointly ; and, ac- 
cording to Tacitus, to neither, 
but to the decifion of fate, that 
is, to the perfon for whom fate 
or deftiny referved it. The 
authority of Tacitus is of great 
weight with us, efpecially hi 
what he relates here ; fince all 
authom agree in defcribing Ti- 
berius as a fatalifi, or one who 
was perfuaded, that all things 
were governed by fate. 

it, Annal. lib. v 5 . cap. 46. Dio, 

i» Aatiq. lib. aviii. cap. S. Suet. 
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fix montha# and twenty-fix days, or ten days more, as Dio 
relateSf He was, at his death, in the feventy-eighth year 
of his age, which he had entered four months, and iiinci 
or at moft nineteen days *. 

Though he had, the preceding year, highly obliged the 
city, by his bounty, on occafion of a fire, yet the news, of 
his death were received with the greateft demonftrations of 
joy, the populace running up and down the ftreets in 
crowds, and crying, Throw the tyrant into the fiber !’* 
or befeeching their mother earth, and the infernal gods, to 
vouchfafe him no place but among the impious : fome 
threatened to drag his vile carcafe to the Gemoniae, and 
there expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude ; pro* 
voked not only by his paft cruelties, but by an inftance of 
his barbarity, which took place even after his death; for 
whereas, by the decree we have fpoken of above, it was 
provided, that no criminal whatfoever fhould be executed 
till the tenth day after fentence pronounced, that term hap- 
.pening to expire, with refpe£): to feveral perfons, on the 
fame day the news of Tiberius’s death reached Rome, they 
earneftly begged for a farther reprieve, not doubting but 
Caius would grant them their lives and liberty ; but as he 
was abfent, and no one elfe at Rome, to whom any petition 
in their behalf could be addrefled, the keepers of the prifon 
ftrangled them of their own authority, and expofed their 
bodies to public view ; which cruel atRion increafed the 
hatred of the people againft Tiberius, as if his cruelty had 
outlived him *. Several others, however, were faved ; for 
the emperor dying before the term of their reprieve ex- 
pired, they had tinac to apply to his fucceflbr, who fet them 

at liberty ^ , r iv/i- 

The body of the deceafed emperor was carried from Mi- 
fenum to Rome, by the foldiers of the prsetorian guarcls, 
where jt was burnt wiih the ufual folcniniry, C.aius, who 
had never abandoned the body, pronouncing the funeral 
oration ; in which he fpoke little of Tiberius, but greatly 
extolled Auguftusand Germanicus, without forgetting hiin- 
felf. He had written to the fenate before, acqi^inting 
them with the death of the emperor, and his acceffion to 
the empire ; and requiring them, at the fame time, to e- 
creethofe honours to Tiberius which they had formerly be- 
fiowed on Auguftus. The fenate, not yet acquainted with 
the inclination of the new emperor, poftponed the a 
till his arrival, when he took no farther notice o w a 


* Tacit, Ann. lib. vi. cap^ 3X. 
^ Pio, lib. Iviu. p* 633. 
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hatl written ; but caufing the body to be brought into the 
city in the night-time, expofed it the next day, and then 
ordered it to be burnt, without any extraordinary pomp or 
honours As for his charadler, every reader may draw it 
after the detail we have given of the moft remarkable ac- 
tions of his life : however, to what we have already faid, 
wc fhall fubjoin the words with which Tacitus clofcs the 
hiftory of his reign. Tiberius (fays he) was defervcdly 
from Til* efteemed by all while he was a private man, or commanded 
€itu$. under Auguftus : with great addrefs he feigned virtue, while 
Germanicus and -Drufus lived : he bore a mixed charafter 
of good and evil till the death of his mother : he did not 
difguife his execrable cruelty, but concealed his lewdnefs, 
while he loved and feared Sejanus \ at lall he abandoned 
himfelf to all kinds of wickednefs, being no longer reftrain-^ 
cd either by fhame or fear, but following his own execra- 
ble difpofition ^ ('C).” Many eminent writers flourifhed in 
his reign, of whom we fhall give a fuccin£l account, not to 
interrupt the thread of our hiftory, in our notes (D). 

As 

c Dio, lib. lix. p. 642. f Tacit. Ann. lib, vi. cap, 51. 

(C) Tiberius was an elo- tempered with blood/' He 
quent and ready fpeaker, and never forgave free fpeakers, 
in his writings imitated Meflala never could endure men of a 
Corvinas, a famous orator; but bold fpirit, whom, firft or laft, 
his affectation rendered his ffyle he purfued to dellruction ; but 
perplexed and obfeure. He at the fame time he abominated 
wrote a lyric poem, intitled, flattery, when he knew it to be 
A Complaint on the Death of fo : whence it was dangerous, 
LuclusCsefar, which was greatly fays Tacitus, to pra6tife no flat-? 
cfleeined ; and feveral Greek tery, and dangerous to praftife 
pieces, in imitation of Euptio- too much. As he was a man of 
non, Rhianus, and Parthenius, great penetration, and endowed 
poets whom he admired above with extraordinary’ talents both 
the reft, and whofe ftatues he for civil and military employ- 
caufed to be dedicated, in the ments, he would have made a 
public libraries, amongft thofe great figure in the times ot the 
of the moft celebrated writers, r^ublic, fupported the dignity 
The Greek tongue he fpoke , of a fenator, difeharged with 
with great readinefs and eafe, credit the firft offices of flate, 
but uled it veiy^ feldom. He and, in all likelihood, died in 
betrayed, even from his in- renown, and left behind him a 
fancy, manifeft tokens of a high reputation, 
cruel, favage, and untradlable (D) Thcfe were, Velleius 
temper ; whence Theodoras Paterculus, of whofe hiftory 
Gadareus, who taught him the the far greater part is loft ; what 
firft. rudiments of learning, ufed ftill remains of it comprehencl? 
to call him, “A mafs of clay the ancient hiftory of th® 

^ Greeks# 
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As Caius, furnamed Caligula (E), was greatly beloved 
both by the fenate and people, on account of the extraor- 
dinary 


Greeks, and that of the Ro- 
mans, from the defeat of Per- 
fes to the feventeenth year of 
Tiberius’s reign. He is thought 
to have written with candour 
and impartiality till the times of 
the Caefars ; in whofe favour 
he mifcrably perverts truth, or 
utterly fuppreiTes it. What he 
writes of l iberius ought rather 
to be ftyled a fulfome panegyric 
than a hiftory. His chief hero, 
after Tiberius, was the favour- 
ite minifter Sejanus, on whom 
he bellows the highell enco- 
miums, not forefeeing the doom 
that hung over his head, and 
foon after overtook him. Some 
writers think that Velleius hiin- 
felf fell with Sejanus, as a friend, 
if not an accomplice, of the 
traitor whom he fo undefervedly 
commended. He was of an 
equeftrian family, w'hich came 
originally from Campania. lie 
ferved nine years under Tibe- 
rius, firfl as military tribune in 
Thrace and Macedon, and af- 
terwards in quality of comman- 
der of the legionary horfe in 
Germany, As to, his civil em- 
ployments, he was honoured 
with the quaeftorlhip, the prae- 
torftiip, and, as fome writers 
conjecture, with the confulate ; 
which was not improbable, fince 
he was in great favour both 
with Tiberius and Sejanus (i). 

Valerius Maximus, w'ho left 
behind him a collection of the 
memorable aCtlons and fayings 
ot the ancients, wrote about 
the latter end of Tiberius’s 
reign, after the fall of Sejanus, 


as is manifeft from his own 
words, and from thofe of the. 
ancients who quote him. His 
flyle, which has nothing of the 
purity of the age he is fuppofed 
to have lived in, has prompted 
fome to imagine that his writ- 
ings are of a much’ later date. 

Strabo, whofe feventeen 
books of geography are fo much 
and fo defervedly admired by 
the learned, obferves, in his 
iixteenth book, that the king- 
dom of Comagene had been but 
very lately reduced to a Roman 
province. This happened, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the 
befl chronographers, in the 
eighteenth year of the Chril- 
tian »ra, and the fifth ot Tibe- 
rius’s reign ; fo that w^e may 
reafonably fuppofe Strabo, who 
was then very old, to have end- 
ed both his work and his li(e be- 
fore the death of I iberiiis. He 
wrote other books, but none ot 
them have reached us 

Diony fills, the geographer, 
who wrote a defeription *>1 the 
earth in Greek verfe, died, ac- 
coi\ling to Voflius, in the reign 
of Tiberius. 

Phaidrus, who tranflated into 
Latin verfe the tables ol -tlifop, 
was, according to VuHius(2), 
a native of Thrace, and one ot 
Auguftus’s freed men, and died 
in the reign of Tiberius. 

Thrafyllus, the aftrologcr, 
was well verfed in fevcral other 
fciences, efpccially m Plato s 
philofophy. The emperor Ju- 
lian aflures us, that 1 hrafyllus 
acquired more tame by the 


(i) Vide Voff. Hift. Lat. Ub.i. cap. »4. 


(a) Voff. Poet. Latin. 
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Cams Ca^ dmary merit of his father Gcrmanicus, and the injuries dot>e 
figuhCa- to him and his family, news were no fooner brought tlut 
he was advancing from Mifenum with the corpfc of tWde- 
ceafed emperor, than perfons of all ranks and ages crouded 
/mil fQTXiir. out to meet their new fovereign. At his entrance into the 
city he was received with new names of honour, and all 
poflible demonftrations of real affedlicn. The fenate im^ 
mediately aflembled ; and the people, thronging into the 
hall with the fenators, he was, by univerfal confent declar- 
ed emperor, with the moft extenfive power, contrary to the 
exprefs will of Tiberius, who had left him coheir with his 
grandfon Tiberius, then under age, and in his praetexta.^ 
The joy for his acceffion to the imperial throne was not con- 
fined to the narrow bounds of Rome and Italy, but reached 
the moft diftant provinces ; infomucb that, in the fpace of 
three months, a hundred and fixty thoufand victims were 
flain on -that occafion within the limits of the empire ^ 

He had no fooner paid his laft duty to the remains of his 
Bononrs grandfather, than he haftened into the illands of Pandataria 
thgmtmory ^^d Pontia, where he gathered, with great piety, the bond's* 
Strand afhes of his mother and brother Nero, brought them to 

^hiru and caufed them to be depofited, with extraordinary 


« Dio, lib. lix. p. 640—644. Suet, in Calig. cap. 14* 


books he left behind him, than 
by his great credit with Tiber 
rius (3) 

L. Feneftella, the poet and 
hiftorian, died towards the lat- 
ter end of Tiberius^s reign. He 
feems to have been greatly 
efteeft^ed by the ancients (4) ; 
but fome are of opinion, that 
none of his works have reached 
our times. The treatilb of the 
Roman magiftrates, which goes 
under his name, is of a later 
date, and generally aferibed to 
Andrea Domenico Flocco, a na- 
tive of Florence, 

Verrius Flaccus, a celebrated 
grammarian, and preceptor to 
Catus and Lucius Caefars, died 
in the reign of Tiberius, ex- 
tremely old (5). 


(E) Cains, fays Tacitus, wms 
born in the camp in Gennany, 
nurfed in the arms of the le- 
gions, and by them named Ca-» 
ligula; a military term, from 
the boots which, of the fame 
falhion with their own, in com- 
pliment to them, and to gain 
their affedllons, he frequently 
wore (6). The fufname of Ca- 
ligula, fays Suetonius (7), was 
given him by the legions, be- 
caufe he was brought up amongft 
them in the habit of a common 
foldier; in confequence of 
which education, he was, to 
fuch a degree beloved by them, 
that, upon a mutiny, after the 
death of Auguftus, his prefence 
appeafed them when in the 
height of their fury. 


U) Julian. Auguft. ad Themift. (4) P)in. lib. xxxiii.cap. 

Hier. in Chron. (5) Suet, in Gramm, cap. 17, (6) Tacit. 

Ann. lib. i, cap. 41. (7) Suet, cap^ 9. 

ponip^ 
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pomp, in the maufoleiim of Auguftus- All the decrees of 
the fenate ifTued againft them, and againfl Drui'us, who 
died at Rome, were annulled : and a ftately villa on the 
fea-fide, where Agrippina had, for fome time, been kept 
under confinement, was levelled with the ground, that no 
monument might remain of her misfortunes ^ Public Sa- 
crifices were appointed by the ferrate to be yearly ofl'ered, to 
perpetuate their memory *, -folemn games in the circus, and 
chariot-races, were infiituted in honour of his mother, in 
which her image was to be carried amongfi: thofe of the 
gods ; and the month of September was, by a decree of the 
fenate, to be thenceforth called by the name of his father, 
Germanicus. 

Havingthus fignalized his piety towards his father, hismo- lo‘Vf to his 
ther, and his brothers, he honoured his grandmother Anto- 
nia with the name of Augufta, appointed herprieftefs of Au- 
guflus, granted her all the privileges enjoyed by the Veftals, 
and all the marks of ciiftindion which had ever been confer- 
# r^d upon Livia, either by Auguftus or Tiberius. The privi- 
leges of the Veftals he likewife granted to his fifters Agrip- 
pina, Drufiila, and Livilla or Julia (F); and ordained, that 
their names fhould be added to his, in all folemn oaths, 
with this claufe : “ Neither am I dearer to myfelf, nor are 
my children dearer to me, than Caius Csefar and his filters.” 

To all the public a£ts the following form was ordered to 
be prefixed : ** May it prove fortunate and happy to Caius 
Caefar' and his filters ! All the papers, regilters, and re- 
cords which Tiberius had left, relating to the proceedings 
againft his mother and brothers, he caufed to be brought 
publicly into the forum, and there committed to the flames, 
after having folemnly called the gods to witnefs, that he had 
never read nor even opened theirK This ftep he took, as he 
then declared, that no room might be left for fear or appre- 
henlions in thofe who bad been the occafion of the misfor- 
tunes which befel them. However, as they were all 
afterwards, to a man, cut off, under the imputation of va- 
rious crimes, it was commonly believed, that he had burnt 

f Senec. de Ira, lib. iv. cap. ai. 

(F) Caius had, according to manicus's daughters, born in 
Suetonius, but three fillers, A- the fevemeenth year ot the 
grippina, Drufiila, and Livilla; Chriftian a,Ma, and, in the 
fo that Livilla and Julia mull thirty-third, married to iVUr- 
be one and the fame perfon. cus Vimcius(8). 

J ulia was the youngell of Ger- 

(8) Tacit. Annal. lib. ii., cap. 54. & lib. vi. cap. 15. 
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ohiy tht copies, and preferred tbe origlrials*. Tlie day 
he made his entry into Rome, he was for fetting at 
liberty Agrippa, the grandfon of ting Herod, whom Ti- 
berius had confined fix months before ; but his grandmo- 
ther Antonia, though a great friend to Agrippa, advifed 
him to fufpend for fome time, the effeds of his clemency, 
^left he fhould feem toinfult the memory of his grandfather i’: 
however he w’as releafed a few days after, as were likewife 
all the other flate prifoners, and, among tbe reft, L. Pom- , 
ponius Secundus, of whom we have fpoken before, after 
feven years clofe confinement. Such as had been baniftied 
by Tiberius were all recalled from exile, to the great joy of 
the Homans. 

Nothing gave greater fatisfadion to the nobility and peo- 
ple, than his folemnly declaring, that he would not fufter 
any one to be accufed of treafon, fince, under the appear- 
ance of that crime, fo many illuftrious citizens, fo many 
ancient and noble families, had been involved in the moft 
dreadful calamities. A note being offered him, tending to , 
the difeovery of a confpiracy againft his life, he rejededif, 
faying, ** I am not confeious of any action that can deferve 
the hatred of any man ; and therefore have no ears for in- 
formers.” Though the will of Tiberius had been declared 
null by the fenate, yet he executed every article of it with 
great punduality, except that which related to the deceafed 
emperor’s grandfon ; tbe fame regard he paid to the tefta- 
ment of Livia, which had been fuppreffed by Tiberius, 
caufing their legacies to be immediately difeharged, and 
adding to them large fums of his own, to be divided among 
the Roman people and the foldiery. 

In his firlt fpeech to the fenate he promifed to govern 
with juftice and moderatign, to do nothing without their 
advice, and to follow their directions as their child and pu- 
pil* Purfuant to his proteftations* he caufed the famous 
inftitutions of Auguftus to be revived and publiflied, though 
they had been long negleCted and difufed by Tiberius ; he 
gvive free jurifdiCtion to tbe magiftrates, without referving 
any appeal to ^himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the 
ancient method of eleiftions by the votes of the people. The 
fenate were for declaring him conful, as foon as the funeral 
ceremonies, performed in honour of his grandfather, were 
over; but he could not be prevailed upon to accept that 
dignity till Proculus and Nigrinus had ended their year, 
which expired in the month of July ^ In the mean time 

fs Dio. p. 641—64.6 Suet. cap. 15. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii^ 

cap. 8. * * Dio> iib. lix. p. 64a— 6441 Suct. cap. 15, 

he 
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Iw* deliberated with the confuls and fenate about the refor- 
mation of many abufes which had crept into the (late : he 
reviewed the Homan knights, and publicly took away the 
rings and horfes of fuch as he found guilty of any notorious 
crime : fmaller offences he thought Sufficiently puiiiffied by 
paffing over the names of the offenders as he read the rojl j 
he intended -to have caft the fpintrise, or inventors of abo- 
minable lewdnefs, into the fea; but being diffuaded from 
that feverity, he baniffied them from Rome : he allowed 
every one to keep and peiufe the books of Titus Labienus, 
Cremutius Cordus, and Caffius Severus, which, in the reign 
of Tiberius had been, by order of the fenate, prohibited 
and fuppreffed, faying, it nearly concerned him that all the 
aftions of Tiberius fliould be tranfmitted to pofterity : he 
likewife remitted feveral impofitions, which had been ex- 
adted with great feverity during the whole reign of his pre- 
deceffor’^, i’hus did Caligula happily begin his reign ; and 
of him it may be truly faid, that no prince ever came to a 
^throne with greater advantages, or more to the fatisfadlioa 
df his people. 

In the month of July, Cains entered upon his firft con- Caius taht 
fulffiip, and chofe for his colleague his uncle Claudius, upon him* 
then in the forty-fix th year of his age ; who, till that time, . 
had continued in the equeftrian order, being judged un- 
equal to any public employment, on account of the weak- 
nefs both of his body and mind. We are told, that, when 
he firft entered the forum with the fafees, an eagle perched 
upon his ffioulder ; an accident which was looked upon as a 
prognoftic of his future grandeur. The fame day Caius, in 
a fpeech to the fenate, declaimed with great vehemence 
againft the diforders of the late adminiftration, promifed to 
avoid them as much as lay in his power, and folemnly pro- 
tefted, that he had nothing fo much at heart, as to render 
the people happy whom the gods had committed to his care. 

The fenate decreed, that his fpeech ffiould be publicly read 
every year, doubtlefs to remind him of the promifes he had 
made, and to lay him under fome obligation of perform- 
ing them. On the laft day of Auguft, w'hich was his 
birth- day, he entertained the people with the molt magni- 
ficent fhows that had ever been exhibited in Rome ^ and, 
on this oceafion, cuffiions were firft laid on the feats of the 
fenators, who, till that time, had fat, both in the fenate 
^nd theatre, on bare benches Thenceforth no day paffed 
'vithout fome fhew, the emperor taking great pleafure in 
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^laud. cap. 7. 
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fueh dtYerfSons, mnd expending^v on fucfa ocea(i(Hi^» 
menfe ftuns. ^ 

-^During his confulftiip, he reftored the kingdom of Co- 
magene to Antiochus, the fon of that Antiochua, who had 
been expelled by Tiberius, ordering, at the fame time, a 
hundred millions of fefterces, that is, about a million of 
our money, to be paid him, by way of reftitution for the 
revenues of his kingdom, which Rome had fo long enjoyed, 
without any juft title Antiochus, in gratitude to fo ge- 
nerous a benefa£lor, gave two of his names to a town of 
Comagene, calling it Caefarea Germanica, which wer.e af- 
terwartis changed into that of Germanicia. Of his genero- 
fity to Agrippa, we fpoke in the hiftory of the Jews ; and 
therefore ftiall only obferve here, that he beftowed on him 
the tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, with the title of king ; 
but referved for himfelf the reft of Judaea, whither he dif- 
patched this year Marcellus, in quality of governor, in tlie 
room of Pontius Pilate, whom Lucius Vitellius, governor 
of Syria, had fent to Rome, to anfwer the many grievoUv^ 
complaints of the Jewifti people, whom he had oppreifed 
in a moft tyrannical manner His generofity to private 
perfons was no lefs remarkable 5 for a fire happening in 
the firft months of his reign, he made good the lofles which 
every particular fuffer^r had fuftained. To a freed-woman, 
who had endured moft exquifite torments, without difeo- 
vering the crime of a patron, he gave eighty thoufand fe- 
fterces. For thefe and other bounties, a fhield of gold, 
with his image, was decreed, which, by order of the fenatc, 
was to be carried annually, on a certain day, by the col- 
leagues of priefts, to the vapitol, the fenators following it, 
and the children of noblemen finging hymns in praife of 
his virtues : befides, it was ordained, that the day of his ac- 
ceffion to the empire fhould be called Palilia, as if Rome 
had been founded anew on that day. Caius, having held 
the confulate two months and ten days, refigned the fafees 
to thofe who had been appointed by Tiberius, for the reft 
of the year ; but their names we find no where recorded. 

It was probably about this time that Caius wrote to Lu- 
cius Vitellius, governor of Syria, to conclude a peace with 
Artahanus, king of the Parthians. Suetonius tells us in one 
place, that Vitellius ufed every kind of artifice to draw Ar- 
tabanus to a conference®; and in another, that the Par- 
thian king, who had always fhewn the utmoft contempt 
and an irreconeileable hatred, to Tiberius, fought, of his 


m Iho, fib lix. p. & f^q, 8uet. in Calig. cap. 16. ** J®* 

lepb. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. ^ • Suet, in Vitcl, cap. a» 
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bwn accord, t*he friendfh'ip of Caius. According to Dio 
Ca/Iius, that prince bad already paf/ed the luipbrares, and 
was upon the point of invading Syria, when Vitellius, com- 
ing unexpectedly upon him, obliged him to agree to a 
peace. Be that as it may, ArtabanuS and Viteliius came . 
to an interview on a bridge, which they caufed to be liid 
over the Euphrates, each attended by a certain number of 
guards ; and Concluded a treaty, the conditions of which 
were very advantageous to the Romans p. 'i"he Parthian 
even condcfccnded to give, by way of hoftage, one of his 
own fons or, at leali, a youth of great dilHnClIon, named 
Darius, probably of the race of the Arfacidx, whom he fent 
feme time after to Rome, with a Jew, named EJeazar, feven 
cubits high. When the treaty was concluded, Herod Antw 
pas, tetrarch of Galilee, gave a magnificent entertainment to 
Artabanus and Viteliius, under a rich pavilion, raifed upon 
boats in the middle of the river. Suetonius " and OioCaHiiis 
tell us, that Artabanus puffed the Euphrates, adored the eagles 
<md enfignsof the legions, and killed the images of Augullus 
and Caius C^efar. Herod immediately difpatched mefi'engers 
to Rome, with a minute account of this tranfaaion, who 
arriving before the ineli'engers cif Viteliius, the emperor re- 
ceived the latter coldly, telling them, that Herod had al- 
ready tranfinitted to him a detail of all that had been done 
on the Euphrates ; a circumltance which occafioned a inif- 
underftanding between the tetrarch of Galilee and Viteliius. 

After Caius had thus happily reigned about eight months, falfM 
he was feized with a violent fit of illnefs, occafioned by in- ^ • 
temperance and debaucheries: while Tiberius lived, be was 
moderate in his diet; but, upon that emperors death, he 
forfook his former way of living, and gave himlelr up to a 
manner of irregularities ; which fa affected nib con itmion, 
that, towards the end of Oaober, he fell dangeroully ill. 

As that was the time of the year in which tho c o tra 
to foreign countries returned home, news ot the emperors 
indifpofition were immediately carried to ail t c provinces 

of the empire, and every where received wnh 

tokens of forrow imaginable'. At Rome, P' , jornurt- 

coiiftantly crouded with multitudes of peop ^ ° ® ’ co'utrj. 

enquiring after his health; 

his gate, and feme, devoting their byes tor P'' . . • 

fight amongft the gladiators for his fafety. At length h. 3 
recovery reftored happinefs to *he whole empir • 
merable viftims were Lin, and facnfices offered in the mo 

qDio, lib- 
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diftant provinces fubjedi to Rome, as a thankfgiving to ttie 
gods for fo fignal a favour. But how blind is man in his 
invagination j how vain in his hope, and ignorant of what 
is moft to his advantage ! This prince, fo much beloved, 
and univerfally elleemed as the author of all public and pri- 
vate happinefs, either fuddenly changed his nature, or dif- 
covered that which he had hitherto artfully difguifed. 
Some writers think, that this diflemper affected his brain ; 
for, ever after, be was much troubled for want of fleep, 
never refting above three hours in a night, and that not 
quietly, but conllantly frightened with ftiange dreams, and 
dreadful imaginations i fo that he parted great part of the 
night either fitting up in his bed, or wandering about the 
galleries of his palace, longing for day. He was himfclf, 
fays Suetonius ^ fo feiifible of the infirmity of his mind, 

that he once refolved to retire, in order to purge his brain, 
lie was troubled, wd\en a child, with the faUlng-fickncfs *, 
and In his youth, though patient of labour and hardiliips, 
fubject to fainting-fits Others aferibe this unacco untab It;, 
conduct to a philtre or love-potion, which was afterwarcis 
given him by his wife Cicfonia, and impaired his under- 
itanding. Whatever was the caufe of this change, it is 
certain, that, from the time of this malady to the hour of 
his dejuh, he acted more like a madman than a confiderate 
prince *, fo that, for the reit of his reign, the reader is to 
expert an uninterrupted train of execrable vices, monftrous 
extravagancies, and fuch ridiculous inconfiftencies, as can- 
not be related with that gravity and decency which become 
an hiilorian. 

On his acceflfion to the throne, he would admit of no 
titles of honour ; but, foon after his recovery, he aflumeii 
them all in one day, thqugh Auguftus had taken them fe- 
parately, and Tiberius had declined fome of them to the 
laft”. Thefe were probably the titles of Augullus, empe- 
ror, high pontiff, perpetual tribune. From feveral medais 
which have reached our times'^, it appears, that he bore 
all thefe titles before his fecond confulate \ but that of fa- 
ther of his country he did not affume till the third year of 
his tribunitial power. To the above mentioned titles 
added the following furnames, ftyling himfelf the moll 
pious, the fon of the camp, the father of the armies, the 
mort: gracious, the moit mighty Caefar. This year Tibe- 
rius, the fon of Drufus, took the majily robe \ on which oc- 
cafion Caius, after many protellations of kindnefs, and fio' 
cere affection, firft adopted him, and afterwards declaiea 
him prince of the Roman youth. Thefe honours the un- 

* Suet ia cap. 50. * X)io, lib, iix- p. 64.1, ^ Goltz, p* 

fortunate 
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fortunate Tiberius enjoyed a very (hort time. Caius was 
riot afhamed to put him to death a few days after he had 
folemnly declared, that his life was as dear to him as his 
own, and that he would ever cherilh him as his own 
child; 

He no fooner adopted him, than he commanded fome tri- and orders 
bunfs and centurions of his guards to acquaint the young 
prince, that he nutft, with his own hand, put an end to his 
life, on the fuppofition it was unlawful for any inferior per- 
fon to imbrue his hands in the blood of one of the imperial 
family. The innocent youth was (truck wdth furptizeand 
amazement, when the oiheers denounced to him the em- 
peror’s orders. As he was of a mild remper, and had ever 
avoided aflifting at executions, and even at the combats of 
gladiators, he prefented his thioat firft to the officer who 
ftood next to him, and then to all the reft, intreating them, 
with many tears, to execute the cruel order they bad 
brought. As they all declined that office, purfuant to the 
•emperor’s orders, ftridlly forbidding them to he in any de- 
gree aiding and affifting to his death, the young prince at 
length drew his fword 5 but not knowing where to ftrike, 
he begged they would at leaft (hew him where the wound 
would prove mortal, and fooneft put an end to his life and 
mifery. So far they complied with his requeft ; and then 
the unfortunate youth ftabbed himfelf in their prcfence * ; 

Caius, to palliate this (irft a6i: of cruclty> which was foon 
followed by many others, pretended, that liberius had, 
during his illnefs, wiflied him dead ; and thar, through 
fear of being poifoned, he had taken an antidote, which 
when he difeovered, he cried out, “ What! an antidote 
againft Csefar !” But this pretended antidote was only a re- 
medy he had taken for a cough, *with which he had been 
long troubled. Thus he deftioyed the only prince, to 
whom thofe could apply, who might, in procefs ol 
be diflTatisfied wdth his government. As for bis uncle Clau- 
dius, he confidered him as a perfon utterly unhc for any 
office in the empire, or in private life, as he really was i 
and therefore fpared him. 

Being, by the death of TiberiuSj delivered from a 
ftraint and control, he gave a loofe to his furious pailions, 
and commenced an open enemy to mankind, an inhuman hnMs of 
tyrant, or rather, as Suetonius ftyles him, an outrageous 

monfter. Soon after his recovery, he obliged all thole who, 

during his malady, had devoted their lives PJ*®" 

«iifed to fight amonglt the gladiators, to lulfil their pro- 

* Suet, in Calig. cap. *3. lib. lix. p. 
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mife. Becaufe one was fomewhat backward in the accoiiil« 
plifhment of his vow, he caufed him to be adorned like a 
vi£tim, and delivered to a company of rude and mercilefs 
boys, who, after abufing him in a moft cruel manner, 
dragged him through the ftreets, and at lafl: threw him 
ctewn a precipice, and put an end to his life y. 

His grandmother Antonia, venerable for her age, and no 
lefs illuftrious for her quality (for flie was the daughter of 
Marc Antony, the niece of Aiiguftus, fifter-in-law of Ti- 
berius, and mother of Drufus), having undertaken to ad- 
moiiini him, he refented that freedom to fuch a degree, 
that he reduced her to the neceflity of laying violent hands 
on hcrfelfj whether by an exprefs order, or only by the fu- 
pereilious manner with which he treated her, we are not 
told. That illuftrious princefs having one day begged to 
fpeak with him in private, he refufed her that favour, and 
ordered Macro to be prefent the whole time fhe continued 
with him. On another occafton, as (he offered to advife 
him, he immediately interrupted her in a violent rage, 
ditig her remember, that he could do what he pleaftd vidth 
whom he plcafed With thefe indignities and affronts, it is 
moft probable, he haftened her death. Some, indeed, have 
written, that he caufed her to be poifoned. He beftowed 
no honours upon her after her death, and, from one ot 
the windows of his palace, beheld the funeral pomp quite 
unconcerned. 

Yr. of FI. Xhe next confuls were M. Aquilius Julianus and P. No- 
A^D^* S Afprenas, appointed by Tiberius, whofe promotion 

U*C. 786! Caius did not think fit to alter. In the beginning of the 

year, the fenate and confuls bound themfelves, by a folemn 

oath, to obferve all the conftitutions of Auguftus andCaius, 
without mentioning thsfe of Tiberius; and this omiffion 
paffed into a cuftom, which ever after prevailed. At the 
fame time vows were made for the fafety of Caius and his 
fillers. Dio Caffius obferves, that, on the fame day, a flavc 
named Macaon, placing himfelf upon the bed of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, foretold many dreadful calamities ; and, when 
he had done, killed firft a fmall dog which he had brought 
with him, and then himfelf (G). 

y Suet, in Calig cap, 27. Dio, lib. lix. p. 645. 

(G) Suetonius tells us, that manded his guards to take foinc 
Caius, having advanced this of the dirt, and befmear with it 
year Havius Vefpafianus to the the redile’s embroidered rob'** 
jedilefliip, and being angry with This difgrace fome interpruty^^ 
him for his reiniffnefs in feeing as a preface of Vefpafian’s tu*’ 
the ftreets kept clean, which ture grandeur. 
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Dio Caffius and Suetonius give us affefVing accounts of Various 
the cruelties praftifed by this bloody idiot in the fecoiid mftances 
year of his reign. Among’ the reft^ they relate, that one 
day, finding there were no criminals condemned to fight 
with the wild beafts, according to the barbarous cuiloni 
which obtained at Rome, he commanded fuch of the p(io- 
ple as were already come to behold the (hews, to be thrown 
to them, having firft ordered their tongues to be cut out, 
that they might not diflurb, with their cries and complaints, 
his inhuman diverfion. Finding it very chargeable to main- 
tain the wild beads, which were kept for fuch entertain- 
ments, he often vifited the prifons in perfon ; and, order- 
ing all the prifoners to be ranged in a gallery before him, 
fentcnced many of them to be thrown to the wild bealis, 
without examining whether they were guilty or innocent. 

Once, in particular, as they ftood befoie him, he com- 
manded all to be taken away to feed his beafts, a caivo ad 
calvum, i. e, from fuch a bald head, whom he pointed out, 

^ another. Great numbers of old men, of infirm perfons, 
and of fuch as were reduced to poverty, met with the fame 
cruel fate, the inhuman tyrant pretending, that, by fuch 
unheard-of barbarities, he confulted the public welfare, 
fince he delivered the date from perfons who v/ere only fo 
many burdens to the commonwealth (H)^ 


(H) A Roman knight, whom 
he had caufed to be thrown to 
the wild beafis, crying out, 
that he was innocent, he order- 
ed him to be taken up, his 
tongue to be cut out, and then 
to be thrown in again. It vyas 
his conftant culloni to oblige 
parents, though free from all 
guilt, to affift at the execution 
of their children ; and often or- 
dered them to be afl'affinated the 
following night in their houfes. 
To one of them, who pretend- 
ed ficknefs, and begged to be 
excufed, he fent his own lit- 
ter (I). Having caufed thefon 
of an illnflrious Roman knight, 
named Paftor, to be be dragged 
to prifon, becaufe he was re- 
markable for his comciinefs. 


and extraordinary fciture, the 
unhappy father went innnedi- 
ately to intercede for his cliild; 
but the cruel monder, inllead 
of regarding bis tears t>nd in- 
treaties, commanded the inno- 
cent youth to be executed with- 
out delay ; and, when tlu* news 
of his death were brought, to 
infult nature itfelf, he invited 
the diftrefted parent to dine 
with him that day, and forced 
him, by threatening to treat m 
like manner bis other fon, if he 
betrayed any fymptoms of grief, 
to drink to excels, and, in the 
height of his affliaioii, to dievv 
fuch outward iigns of joy, a§ 
would have been, at any time, 
altogether unbecoming a perfon 
of his rank and age (2). 


(i) Suet, in Calig. cap. *7- P Senec.de 
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Caninius Itilus having, in a private convcrfation, advlfcd 
Caius, with great freedom, to alter his condu6i, as he was 
withdrawing, “ That you may not flatter yourfelf, Cani- 
nius, with vain hopes (faid the emperor), I have already 
TAtf eott- Cgned the warrant for your death.” At thefe words Cani- 
fancy and nius, without fhewing the lead concern, turning about, 
intrfpiJity k j return you thanks (faid he), mod gracious prince, for 
m luhs*' this favour.” As the decrefe of the fenate, granting to con- 
demned perfons ten days refpite, was, in this indance, ob- 
ferved by Caius, the undaunted Caninius, during that inter- 
val, never betrayed the lead uneafjnefs; infomuch that the 
centurion who came, when the ten days were expired, to 
fee the fentence put in execution, found him playing, with 
his ufiial calmnefs, at chefs. When the executioner ap- 
peared, he darted up with a chearful countenance, em- 
braced his friends, and, taking his leave of them, told 
them, that he fhould foon know whether the foul was im- 
mortal ; that, in the very article of his death, he would 
particularly remark in w'hat manner it abandoned the bodyi, 
and, after his deceafe, return to acquaint his friends witli 
the date of fouls after their feparation. He then offered 
his neck to the executioner with the intrepidity of a true 
hero ^ 

Inflanees of emperor, if fuch an inhuman madman deferves 

Cabas's uH that name, afiided in perfon at mod executions ; fo great 
parafUled was the delight he took in butchery and bloodflied; but 
<ruilty. always caufed the mouths of thofe, who fuffered in public, 
to be dopf, either with their cJoaths, or a fponge, left 
they ftiould upbraid him with his wlckednefs He feldom 
fuffered them to be difpatched at once, ihat they might 
feel tk^mfelves dyhig ; which was bis ufual expreffion. 
While he was at table,^he often caufed criminals, and 
fometimes innocent perfons, to be racked in his prefence, 
and their heads to be cut off by a foldier, who did it with 
great flcill and dexterity. Being once midaken in the name 
of a perfon, whom he ordered to be executed indcad of an-» 
other, when he underdood his error, “ It is no matter 
(faid he)*, he deferved it, as well as the other.” Five of 
the gladiators called retiarii, becaufe they ufed, in fight- 
ing, certain nets, having yielded to the like number of fe- 
cutores, who were their opponents, he commanded them 
to be flain j but one of the five, fnatchii»g up his arms, kill- 
fd all the conquerors. This a6lion Caligula condemned as 
cruel, lamented it in public, and loaded all thofe with 
curfes who were fo brutal as to behold it. As he pretend^ 




% Senec. de Ira, cap. 14. 


* Idem ibid, cap, 19. 
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cd to great fkill in fencing, a famous gladiator, with whom 
he often fought in jell, pretending, to be conquered, fell 
down at his feet, as the gladiators, who were overcome, 
ufed to do. His flattery coft him dear ; for Caius, taking 
advantage of his fall, ftabbed him with a dagger ; then, 
with a branch of palm-tree, the fymbol of victory, in his 
hand, he ran up-and-down triumphing, as if he had fairly 
overcome bis antagonift. One night at fupper he burft 
fuddenly into a loud laughter, and the confuls, who fat 
near him, defiring, with great refpedf, to know the caule 
of his mirth ; What makes me fo merry (faid he), is, that 
I can have both your throats cut with the leaft nod of my 
head." A viftim being brought to the altar, and ready to 
be facrificed, he appeared unexpectedly among the reft in 
the habit of a prieft, and, lifting up the axe, as if he dc- 
figned to kill the viCtim, he knocked out the brains of the 
prieft who ftood by him. Having demanded of one, who 
had been banifhed by Tiberius, and recalled by him, how 
‘-hp employed himfelt in his exile, upon his anfwering, that 
he had conftantly prayed for the death of Tiberius, that he 
(Caius) might come to the empire, he immediately con- 
cluded, thatthofe whom he had baniflied prayed likewife 
for his death j and, upon that prefumption, difpatchcd 
officers to the iflands, with orders to put them all to the 
fword without mercy 

To thefe, and innumerable other aCfs of cruelty, related 
at length by Suetonius and Dio Caflius, the latter adds the 
death of Macro and his wife, whom Caius, with the ut- 
mod ingratitude, caufed to be put to death. To Macro he 
was indebted for his life and empire, and hud promiied him 
the government of Egypt, the higheft poft to which a 
knight could afpirc ; but, inftea4 of the promifed reward, 
he ordered both him and his wife, as fome hiftonans have 
written *, to difpatch tbemfelvcs with their own hands. 
With them were put to death all their children, and even 
their flaves ; fo that not one of the whole famfty was left 
alive. Macro, indeed, according to the charaaer 1 acitus 
gives us of him, deferred lo tragical an cn , 

Caius’s hands. The true caufe of his death was, !i Phi o 
is to be credited, his ufmg, with more liberty than the 
tyrant could endure, the authority which bis eminent fer- 
vices gave him i but Caius charged him with other 

and pfetended, that, unmindful of his condition, h^.d 

even challenged an equal fliaie m the foveteign power . 


Suet, in Calig. cap. 30—34- 
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The next perfon be facrificed to his revenge was M. Sila« 
rius, whole itaughter be had married in Tiberius’s reign, a 
roan of a moll illuftrious defeent, and higbiy eftcemed, on 
account of bis great experience in affairs^ his prudence, and 
eminent probity. He took upon him to difapprove of 
Caius’s wild n^tafures, and fuggeft a plan of condud, by 
whieh be would have anfwered the expectation the public 
had entertained of him; but the jealous prince, having a 
great opinion of his own abilities, and Jevoking upon thofe 
as his enemies who did not approve of his meafures, re- 
folved to feize the firll opportunity to rid bimfelf of fo 
troiiblefome a monitor. One he fuddeiliy refolved to 
divert hlmfeif on the fea. tSilanus, who could not endure 
the agitation of the (hip, begged to be extufed from attend- 
ing nim. rirs lequeli Caius imputed to him as a great 
en ne, pretending, that he remained aftiore, with a defign 
to leizeon the empire, in cafe atiy misfortune h;id happen- 
ed to him ; and, upon this groundlefs pretext, he obliged 
him to cut his own throat with a razor® (I). The death o_f^ 
Silanus was rollowerl by that of many other perfops of great 
dilfin6(ion, whom he condemned, under pretence, that 
they had been acceifory to the death of his mother or bro- 
thers, though his real motive was to feize on their cllates ; 
for he had already fquandered away great part of the im- 
menfe treafure left him by 'riberius. 

^ Dio, 646. Suet, in Caiig. cap. 

(I) Julius Graecinus, father have me to accept a favour of 
of the Ij.nous .^ gricola, had, one, with whom I (liould not 
fome rime before, been ordered c..re to eat ?** Rubellius, who 
by C^iius U) accuie Sil.inus, and had been conful, but was a man 
put to death for declining that of the fame ftamp with Perli- 
jnhimous office Grseciniis was cus, fent him a larger fiim than 
a fenaror, no lefs famous for his the other ; which he likewife 
eloquence than his probity. Sc- rejected ; but, Rubellius preiT- 
neca often mentions him, and ing him, he begged to be ex- 
tclls us, that, not being able cufed, facing, “ Neither have 
ta defray the expences of the I accepted anything of Ptrfi- 
puhlic fhews, which he was cus.” The fame writer tells 
obliged to exhibit, in virtue of us clfewhere, that he vvas mur- 
Jiis office, Fitbius Perficus, a dered by Caius’s orders, be- 
man of great wealth, but of an caufc he vvas a better man than 
indifterenr chara£fer, fent him was expedient for any one to 
a very confjderiible fum ; w'hich be under a tyrant. He wrote a 
he refufed,anfweringhis friends, hook upon agriculture, which 
who {.hjedled fo his unfeafon- is quoted by Columelfe, 

;ible generopty ; ** Would you 

This 
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J“’y» Ws fifterDru- 
filla. She had been given by Tiberius, five yeai s before, to 
I^. Cailius Loi^inusy and taken from him foon after by 
Caius, who lived publicly with her, as if fl>e had been his 
own wife, and had, during his ficknefs, appointed her to 
fucceed him in the empire ^ (K). 

^ Caius had continued a widower ever fince the death of Ju- 
nia, the daughter of Silanus. ButC. Calpnrnius Pifo marry- 
ing Livia Oreftilla, and inviting the emperor to his wedding, 
when the folcmnity was over, he commanded the bride to 
be carried to his own palace, and there married her j but 
divorced her a few days after, and in the teim of two years, 
or two months, as fome afiert, baniihed both her and Pifo, 
under pretence that they had lived together 8. Not long 
after, he married Lollia Paulina, the grand-daughter of M. 
Lollius, whom Augultus had appointed governor of Caius 
Caefar, when he fent him into the Eaft. Lollia was alieady 
married to C. Memmius Ptegulus, governor of Maccdoa 
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(K) He had maintained with 
her, as well as with his other 
fillers, if Suetonius is to be cre- 
dited, a criminal converfatkm 
even before (he was married. 
She was immediately ranked 
amongd the gods, and thence- 
(orth ilyled the goddefs Dru- 
filla ; which impious title the 
profiitute bears on fome Greek 
medals, which have reached our 
times. A fenator, named Li- 
vius Geminus, declared in full 
fenate upon his oath, that he 
faw her carried up to heaven. 
Seneca rallies him with a good 
deal of humour upon this vi- 
fion ; but neverthelefs chofe ra- 
ther to adore the divinity of 
Drufilla than incur the difplea- 
fijre of the prince. The em- 
peror’s palfion for his fifier ap- 
peared no lefs foolifli after her 
death, than it had been infa- 
mous during her life. He im- 
mediately left Rome, and after 
having wandered Ibme time up 

(i) Scncc. ad Polyb. c 


cap. 25 Dio, p, 646, 64S. 

and down Campania, he pafled 
over info Sicily, where he ex- 
hibited mofi magnificent fiiews, 
and repaired, at a valt charge, 
the walls of Syracufe, and Ibme 
temples thar were decayed with 
age. He ridiculed many things, 
which were looked upon by the 
Sicilians as miracles; but was 
fo terrified with the fmoke and 
noife of Mount /Etna, that he 
fled from Medina in the night, 
being afraid to wait till day ap- 
peared. Upon his return to 
Rome, he purfued the courfe of 
his cruelties with moie barbarity 
than ever. If any one betrayed 
joy, it was on account of the 
death of Drufilla; if forrow, it 
was on account of the divine 
honours that were paid her ; 
and both were crimes againft the 
date, and puniflied with death : 
infomuch that they were all at 
a lofs how to comport them^ 
fclves, it being alike dangerous 
to mourn, and to rejoice ( i ) . 

ip. 36. Suet. cap. 24. 
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and Achala ; but Caius having heard in a private converfa- 
tion, that her grandmother had been famous for her beauty, 
he immediately, forced her from her hufband, and married 
her ; but in a fhort time not only put her away, but threat- 
ened her with death, if the either returned to her former 
hiftband, or wedded any other man. 

The bloody monfter, finding that no perfon prefumed to 
oppofe his will, notwith (landing the many murders he daily 
committed, began to look upon himfelf as raifed above the 
condition of a mortal man. To confirm him in this childilh 
opinion, he is faid to have ufed the following ridiculous 
argument : as thofe to whofe care (heep, oxen, and other 
cattle, are committed, are themfelves neither fheep nor 
oxen, but of a nature infinitely fuperior to the condition 
of thofe animals 5 fo thofe who are exalted above all men 
and creatures in the world, ought not to be regarded as 
men, but reverenced like gods He firft betrayed this ex- 
travagant notion at an entertainment with fome foreign 
kings, who came to pay him homage. As a difpute arofj^ 
amongft thofe princes about the nobility of their extradlion, 
Caius, ftarting up, repeated a verfe of Homer in the per- 
fon of UlylTes : Be there one king alone, one lord, be- 

low i’’ and was for afiuming immediately the diadem, and 
changing the government into a monarchy. Being told, 
that he was already above all the kings and monarchs of the 
earth, he from that time challenged the honours paid to 
the demigods, fuch as Hercules, Bacchus, and Syphon, af- 
fuming the drefs in which they were reprefented, and ap- 
pearing fometimes with a lion’s (kin about bis fhoulders, 
and a club in his hand, to perfonate Hercules ; fometimes 
with wings at his feet, and a caduceiis in his hand, like 
Mercury. However, he foon thought it beneath him to be 
honoured only as a demigod, and claimed the worfiiip paid 
to Apollo, Mars, and even Jupiter : he caufed the heads to 
be taken off their (latues, and his own to be fubflituted in 
their room. He often placed himfelf in the temple of 
Caftor and Pollux, between the ftatues of thofe brothers, to 
be adored by all who came to offer their vows to them : he 
enlarged his palace, and brought one wing of it clofe to 
the temple of thofe two fabulous deities, which he altered 
to the form of a portico, that the gods themfelves, as he 
ufed to fay, might ferve him in quality of porters; and 
frequently changed his godhead, being one day a male 
deity, and another a female ; fometimes Jupiter, at other 


* Philo, Chron. p. looa. 
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times Mars ; fometimes Neptune or Apollo, and fometimes 
Venus. 

That he rnight be efleemed a true Jupiter, he had inven- 
tions to imitate thunder and lightning ; and, vi^hen the 
thunder was fuppofed to fall, he ufed to throw a done 
again!! heaven with the impious defiance in Momer, “ Do 
thou take me from hence, or Til take thee.” He often 
went to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and, placing 
himfclf by his ftatue, fometimes whifpered, then laid his 
ear clofe to it, as it were to receive an anfwer. Sometimes 
he feemed to be very angry with Jupiter, and was once 
heard to tell him in a threatening ftyjc, that he would 
fend him back into Greece (L).” At length being over- 
come by the importunity of the gods, as he foolifl'ily de- 
clared, who defired his company, he joined his palace to 
the Capitol by an arch built over the temple of Augullus; 
and fome time after, that he might be yet nearer, he laid 
the foundations of a new houfc in the court of the Capi- 
tol 


i Suet. cap. tt, Sc 52. Dio, p. 660, 661, Philo, p. 1003. 


(L) DioCalTius tells us, that 
a Gaul, feeuig him one day fit- 
ting on a throne in the figure of 
Jupiter, could not help burfiing 
into a loud laugh ; which Caius 
hearing, alkcd him, “ What 
do you take me for ? ” “ For a 
great fool,” frankly anfwered 
the Gaul. 1 his affront, which 
would have coll a I'enator or 
knight his life, Caius pardoned, 
thinking it perhaps below him 
to exert his vengeance on fo 
contemptible a perfon ; for he 
was by profellion a ftioemaker. 
He cauled all the temples of 
Greece to be dripped of their 
fiat Lies, pictures, and other or- 
naments, which he conveyed 
to Rome, crowding with them 
his own temple, his palace, his 
villas, and his gardens (i). He 
o^rdered the famous fiatue of 
Jupiter Olympius, done by Phi- 
dias, ahd held in great venera- 
tion by the Greeks, to be tran- 

(0 


fported to Rome. We are told, 
that the Ihip which W'as build- 
ing for that purpofe, was burnt 
by lightning ; and that as often 
as the workmen attempted to re- 
move the fiarue,a great noife was 
heard, like that of perl’oiis de- 
riding their attempt. Memmius 
Regulus, governor of Greece, 
who was charged to fee the cele- 
brated fiatue conveyed to Rome, 
wibte to Caius, acquainting 
him, that he could not obey his 
commands on account of fome 
extraordinary prodigies, and be- 
caiife the workmen afl'ured him, 
that if once removed, it would 
fall to pieces. Hereupon, in 
the tranfport of his rage, he 
abufed and threatened Jupiter 
for daring to oppofe his fove- 
rcign will, and would have put 
Memmius to death, had he not 
been firfi put to death him- 
•felf{2). 

(2) Dio, p.662. 
Finally^ 


Phil. Leg. 1004. Jof. Ant. lib.xix.cap. i. 
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Finally, his pride, folly, and impiety, carried him fo far, 
that he built a temple for bimfclf, at a vafl charge, and 
dedicated to his own divinity, placing in it his llatue in 
gold, executed to the life, and every day cloathed in the 
fame robes which he himfelf wore. He likewife inftituted 
pripfts and pricilelTes to officiate in his new temple, the 
greatell: and richefl men in Rome, fo great was their de- 
generacy at this time, purchafing the infamous priefthood 
with vail fums ; for Caius fold it at fuch an extravagant 
price, that his uncle Claudius not being able to difeharge 
the debt, amounting to eight millions of federces, which 
he contradltd on that occafion, was obliged to furrender 
all his effedls to his creditors, who publicly fold them by 
au£lion The facHlices which his prieds daily offered, 
were peacocks, pheafants, Numidian hens, &c. He be- 
came at lad pried to himfelf, and admitted to the fame dig- 
nity his wife Ca;fonia, whom he married the year follow- 
ing ; and alfo his horfe, the mod proper pried for fuch 
a deity b Beffdes the temple which he built to himfelj^ 
in his palace, the fenate decreed him another, which was 
begun and executed accordingly 

In the fullovvii!g year Caius refumed the fafees, having 
for his colleague Lucius Apronius CitTianus ; but held them 
only thirty days When he entered upon his confullhip, 
and alfo when he refigned it, he took the ufual oaths, like 
a private citizen; but while he thus aff’e£led pi^pularity, he 
filled the city with blood and daughter, caufing thofe very 
perfons who had been impiifoncd by Tiberius, and by him- 
felf fet at liberty, to be dragged to prifon again, and exe- 
cuted for the pretended crimes with which they had been 
charged in the former reign. The people not ainffing at 
the fbews, which he exhibited almoll every day, with the 
eagernefs he expected, he commanded the public granaries 
to be fhut up, with a defigii to Itarve them, and negletiled 
no opportunities thatolFeied to injure them. Once, in par- 
ticular, be caufed them all to be driven by his guards out 
of the circus ; on which occafion great numbers of the 
common people were crufhed to death in the throng, and 
above twenty knights, and as many w'-omcn of diftineSlion, 
loft their lives. At another time, becaufe they did not de- 
clare for the gladiators, whom he favoured, he caufed the 
awning, which covered the amphitheatre, to be taken down; 
and having thus expofed them to the fcorching heat of the 


* Senec. de Ira, lib. iv. cap. *«• 
n Dio, p. 6i|9. Suet, cap. J 7 ‘ 


fun, 


^ Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 

Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p, 673, 
T^oit* Aim. lib. vi« cap.^. 
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fun, he threatened with inftant death fuch as (liould offer 
to retire The acclamations of the people in the theatre 
difpleafing him, he uttered the inhuman wifli, that the 
whole Roman people had but one neck, that he might dif- 
patch them all at a blow (M). 

Hillorians, amongll the tranfa£l:ions of this year, fake 
notice of the fooliih regard he paid to one of his horfes, 
named Incitatus, whom he often invited to his table, fed 
with gilt oats, and picfented with the moft delicious wines 
in cups of gold. His liable was compofed of marble, his 
manger of ivory, his collar of pearls, and his covering of 
rich purple. He appointed him a great number of attend- 
ants, and fupplied him with furniture no lefs magnificent 
than his own, that he might receive and entertain in a man- 
ner fuitable to Ids rank fuch as came to wait upon him ; 
for he was a member of the college of Caius’s prlefts, and 
colleague to Claudius, to Cjefonia, and to the chief nobi- 
lity of Rome ; the emperor defigned to raife him to the 
. confulffiip, and would have honoured him, as was generally 
believed, with that dignity, if be had lived longer p. 

Caius had hitherto difapproved of Tiberius’s conduct, and 
feemed to be greatly delighted with the inveftives that were 
uttered againft him. But this year, in the fenate, he told 
the fathers, that he, who was emperor, might well cenfure 
the mcafures of his predeceffor ; hut that it feemed very 
ftrange to him, that they ftiould prefume to find fault with 
one who had governed them as their lord and fovereign. 
«« You inveigh againlt him (faid he) as a tyrant, for having 
put many worthy citizens to death, without refle6l:ing 
yourfdlves are involved in the fame guilt, fince he caufed 


• Suet. cap. a6. P E 

(M) He often wiflied for fome 
great calamity ; and envied Au- 
gull us the happinefs of an army 
inaffacred, and Tiberius the dif- 
ailer at Fiden$, where fifty 
thoufand perfons were maimed, 
or periffied, by the fall of an 
amphitheatre. Declaring him- 
felf an enemy to his people, he 
often made ufe of the expreffion 
of the old tragedian; “ Oderint 
dum metuant ; Let them hate 
me as much as they pleafe, lb 
they fear me.” The people, 
coiiiideiing him no longer as 
(i) Dio, p .<55 


10, p. 650. Suet. cap. 55. 
their lawful fovereign, but as 
an implacable tyrant, one day, 
to be revenged on him, fifing 
up, they abandoned the fiiews, 
which he was exhibiting at 
an immenfe charge ; an at- 
front which piqued him to fuch 
a degree, that he immediately 
left Rome, and retired to Cam- 
pania, whence he did not re- 
turn to the city till the feaff ot 
his filler Drufilla, which he fo- 
lemnized with extraordinary 
magnificence (i). 

Suet. cap. so* 
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nt)nc to be executed, who h^d not been firft convJfted by 
your evidence, and condemned by your decrees. Since 
you honoured him fo much during his life, it ill becomes 
you thus to infult his memory after his death. Your con- 
duct fliews rne what I may expe£t from you when I am 
gcwie,” Havinj^ faid many things to this purpofe, he up- 
braided the whole fenate as the creatures and dependents 
of SejanuSi as the betrayers of his mother and brothers, as 
a herd of mean fpirited flaves and flatterers; and concluded 
with introducing Tiberius, addrefling him in the following 
terms : “ You have faid nothing, O Caius, but what I have 
by long experience found to be true : defpife them there- 
fore as unworthy of your efteem and affe^lion, and ufe them 
with all the feverity they defefvc. They all hate you in 
their hearts, wifli for your death, and will aflalTinate you, 
if they can with impunity. Lay afide therefore all hopes of 
gaining their alfe 6 l:ions, defpife their impotent rage, and 
employ all your thoughts 011 your own fafety : whatever 
moil conduces to that, is mod jull and equitable. By theftn 
means you will have nothing to fear, you will enjoy your 
pleafures in fafety, arid at the fame time be honoured by them ; 
for they have not the courage to oppofe you. If you ftudy 
to gain their afle^lions, you may perhaps acquire an empty 
reputation, ^vhich will die with you ; but mud refign your 
power, wLich wdll offer them an opportunity of attempting 
your life, and dedroying you ; for the yoke of fovereignty 
is ever grievous; a prince is honoured fo long as he is dread- 
ed ; when he is not feared, he is defpifed ; and woe to 
that prince whofe fubjedls arc more powerful than him- 
felf * 1 .’’ 

Caius, having thus fpoken, revived the law of treafon, 
and, withdrawing from thQ fenate, retired into the country. 
The fenators, alarmed by fuch an unexpedled fpeech, and 
in the utmolt condernation on account of the dangers that 
threatened them (forwdio had not exclaimed againd Tibe-' 
rius.^) were not capable of coming to any refolution that 
day ; but the following, long fpeeches were made in com- 
mendation of fo merciful, fo gracious a prince, who, after 
fuch jud and w^ell-deferved reproaches, had been fo generous 
as not to exert his vengeance : they decreed, that the day on 
which he made this memorable fpcech,* fliould be yearly 
folemnized with vi£l:ims and facrifices as a fedival ; and 
heaped innumerable other honours upon a prince who had 
given fuch uncommon indances of clemency and good-na- 
ture. One would think, that fuch adulation mud have pafl- 


s Dio, p. 65s. Suet, lib, iv. cap. 30. 



^he Roman Uijlory. 

cd for fatlre and mockery : but vanity is a credulous paf- 
fion ^ Caius was highly pleafed with fuch honours and 
praifcs ; but nevcrthclcfs put afterwards many of thofc to 
death, who had fpoken ill of Tiberius, though he hated all 
who fpoke well of that emperor *■. 

This year is alfo remarkable for the famous work whicli 
Caius undertook at Puteoli : it is clifiicult to determine u Inch 
VMS greater, the folly or the extravagance of the attempt. To 
lire w his power and greatnefs, and that he was able to walk 
upon the fea as well as the land, he caufed an infinite num- 
ber of flaps to be aflemblecl in all parts, and a great many 
new vefiels to be built, which were all brought into the 
bay of Baiaj and Puteoli in Campania. There from the 
point of Balie to the oppofite fliore of Puteoli they were 
placed in two rows in the form of a crefeent, being faflcn- 
ed and moored together with anchors, chains, and cables. 
So many (hips were employed in this romantic undertaking, 
that, none being left to convey corn to Pvome, the city was 
greatly diflrefled by famine, wdiich continued to the reign 
' of Claudius % and, to the great fatisfaaion cf the tyrant, 
fwept ofI‘ daily great numbers of the people. Seneca tells 
us that, when Caius wms killed, there was not fuflicient 
corn in the public granaries to maintain the people eight 
days longer ^ When the fliips w^erc well fecurtd, vafl 
quantities of large planks and boards were laid over them, 
and covered with earth. Then to make this Rupendous wwk 
the more magnificent and furprlfing, he fent for an infinite 
number of artificers and w'orkmen, who, at an immcnfe 
charge, and with incredible expedition, Cains punifliing 
the Icaft remifTnefs with inflant death, built houfes, and 
convenient inns, on the bridge, for the reception of the cm- 
peror, and his iiinneiou^ retinue^ Into thefe public build- 
ings was conveyed frefii v/aier in pipes from the land. Cams 
delighting in fuch things only as to others leemed impof- 
fible When this work was completed, Cams repaired to 
it with all the great lords of Rome, attended by crowds of 
people, who flocked from eve. y quai ter to behold the parade. 
VpL his arrival at 15ahe, he offered folemn f^F^fices to the 
gods, efpecially to Envy, left the other deities fhould be 
touched with jealoufy in feeing their f '‘f . 

Then, proudly adorned with ‘’Xlt 

.'he „ob4 of lice, he 

, „i„, „ ,J.. . S,« ..(• Joteph- I*. »«• 
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mounted on horfeback, and entering upon the bridgd sit 
Baisi, rode in triumph to Putebli. lliere he paflTed the re- 
maininir part of the day, and the following night, when, 
W’ith an infinite number of torches., lantlierns, and other 
lights, placed in different parts of the work, the fea, the 
neighbouring mountains, and the fltore, were illuminated 
to a vaft dilfance, Caligula boalling, that he had turned 
the night into day, as well as the fea into land. Next day 
he appeared in the habit peculiar to the charioteers in the 
circus, and in a carriage drawn by two fine horfes, at- 
tended by young Darius, the Parthian hoftage, a fquadroii 
of his guards, in bright armour, and a great train of his 
friends, magnificently attired, he fet out on his return to 
Baise. He halted, however, about the middle of the bridge ; 
and there afeending a magnificent throne, made a folemn 
oration in praife of his own exploit in riding fo many miles 
upon the fen, and of the pains and care taken by his fol- 
diers and workmen, among whom he diftributed large re- 
wards. He fpent all the day, and the next night, in th]^ 
place, revelling and banqueting with his friends. When 
he began to be heated with wine, that he might perform 
fome memorable a£lion before he left his bridge, he fud- 
dcnly caufed great numbers of people to be thrown into the 
fea, without diftin£tioii of friend or foe, noble or ignoble ; 
and, when they attempted to climb up into the vefTels, he 
ordered them to be thruft off; fo that many perifhed, 
though the far greater part faved themfelves by fwimming, 
though intoxicated, the fea proving extremely calm and 
fmooth the whole time, a circumftance which Caius ridi- 
culoufiy aferibed to the rcfpe<ii Neptune had for him as a 
more powerful deity “ (N). 

Caius having by this and many other extravagancies ex- 
baufted his exchequer, was guilty of all manner of rapine, 
and invented fuch penalties, confifeations, and impofts, as 
had never been heard of before. He would not allow any 
one to be legally a citizen of Rome whofe grant ran in the 
following terms, ‘‘ To him and his pofterity unlefs he 
was the fon of him who obtained the grant ; pretending, 

« Dio, p. 653. Suet. lib. iv. cap. 19, 37. Jofeph* Antiq. lib. xviii. 
cap. 6. &lib. XIX. cap. i. Sencc.Brev. Vit cap. iS. 

j(N) After this Cains returned felf. Upon his d«>artore, the 
to Rome, and entered the cky bridge, as Dio Camus feems to 
in triumph, for having over- inlinuate (i), was immediately 
come, as he buaiied# nature it- broken down* 

(1) Dio, p. 653* 
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that the word poftcrity did not extend beyond that degree ; 
fo that moft of the Roman citizens were again obliged to 
purchafe their freedom. He declared void and of no eflecSf 
the wills of all from the beginning of riberius’s reign, who 
had not named either that prince or himfelf amongll their 
heirs. In confequence of this declaration feveral perfons 
named him in their wills amongft their friends and chd- 
dren, which he knowing, caui'ed them, under various pre- 
tences, to be put to death, that he might receive his fhare 
the fooner : he was even heard to fay, that it was a great 
prefumption in them to live and keep him out of his inhe- 
ritance. No commodities whatever, not even the necef- 
faries of life, were exempt from taxation. For all ai^lions 
at law, in what place foever commenced, he exadled the 
fortieth part of the fubjccl in controverfy, and laid heavy 
fines on fuch as were convitfed either of compounding or 
dropping the fuit. He enaded a law, enjoinliig liH arti- 
ficers, labourers, porters, and carriers, to pay inio the ex- 
^.chequer the eighth part of their daily gains. Every prolli- 
tute was obliged to give a certain portion of what Ihe earn- 
ed ; he was not afliamed to turn his own palace into a bro- 
thel-houfc, maintaining there great numbers of prolHtutes, 
and fending bis ofllcers to invite people of ail ranks to his 
diverfions (O). 


(O) He received the money 
himfelf of fuch as came, and 
ordered his officers to enter their 
names in his books as perfons 
well aflfeded toCsefar, He like- 
wife encouraged gaming-houfes, 
frequenting them himfell; and 
at laff he appointed an apart- 
ment in his own palace ior 
gamefters, and there I'pent great 
part of his time. We are told, 
that one day obferving two Ro- 
man knights of great elfares ac- 
cidentally palling by, he imme- 
diately went down, caufedboth 
to be apprehended, and their 
eftates to be confifeated ; and 
then, returning with joy to his 
game, boafted that he had ne- 
ver had a better throw. An- 
other time, wanting money for 
his flake, he went down and 
caufed feveral noblemen to he 
put to death ; then returniag, 
VoL. Xll, 


told the company, that while 
they far playing lor fmall fums, 
he had won fix hundred thou- 
land feflcrces. He ufed tre- 
qucnrly to expofe to lale the ef- 
teefls of the condemned perfons, 
and oblige the rich citizens to 
buy them at the price he was 
pleafed to fet upon them ; which 
was fo high, that many noble 
fiimilies were by thefo means 
reduced to poverty. He forced 
a wealthy citizen, nair.ed Apol- 
lonius Saturninus, to pay nine 
millions of feflerccs tor thirteen 
gladiators, whom he expofedto 
fale with all the turniture of the 
amphitheatre. A daughter be- 
ing born to him about this time, 
he complained publicly ot his 
poverty, not only as an empe- 
ror, but as a father j but ap- 
plied to his own ufe all .the pre- 
fenti and contributions made by 

C c 
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The law of majefty, which he revived, proved an incX* 
haullible fund for increafing his revenues. Dio CafTius 
enumerates many citizens who fulFered death for their 
wealth ; and tells us, that Junius Prifcus, prsetor, who had 
been condemned and executed under pretext of fome other 
crime, being found, after his death, poflefl'ed but of a fmall 
eftate, the emperor cried out, “ I have been impofed upon ; 
Junius was not guilty (P).** Lucius Vitellius, governor of 


the people for the education 
and portion of the child (1). 

(P) Dio Caflius tells us in 
this place how Domitius A ter 
elcuped condemnation. He had 
been under Tiberius a zealous 
accufer, and adfed that part 
againll Claudia Pulchra. It 
was not, however, this that pro- 
voked Caius againll him, but 
his being erteemed themoft elo- 
quent orator of his age, which 
glory Caius thought due tohim- 
felf : and therefore refolved to 
rid himlelf of the only perfon 
who difputed it with him. Do- 
mitius eredted this year a ftatuc 
to the emperor, with an inferip- 
tion, importing, that he was 
conful the fecond time in the 
twenty-fevehth year of his age. 
This exprellion he meant as a 
compliment; but Caius, who 
wanted to delfroy him, pretend- 
ed, that he thereby reproached 
him with his youth, and a vio- 
lation of the laws forbidding 
any one to be raifed to the con- 
fular dignity at that age. He 
therefore took upon him felt to 
accufe him, and delivered in 
the Ibnate a long fpeech, w'hich 
he had com po fed again ft him. 
Domitius, infiead of anfwering 
it, extolled the eloquence of 
the fpeaker, admired the pro- 
priety of his expreflions, re- 
peated the moft remarkable paf- 

(1) Soeton: cap. 38 — 43. Dio, p. 
(3) Philo in FUcc. p. 990, 991. 


Syri:i, 

fages, giving them their due 
weight, and pointing out their 
beauties. When he was order- 
ed to make his defence, inftead 
of anfwering the emperor’s ora- 
tion, he threw himfelf at his 
feet, acknowleged him for his 
mafter in eloquence, and de- 
clared, that he defpifed life 
after he was thus bereaved of the 
glory on which he piq^uedhim^ 
felf, of being efteemed the beft 
orator of his age. Caius was fo 
well pleafedwdth this pretended 
fubmiffion, that he not only 
forgave him, but raifed him that 
year to the confulate ( 2 ) . Philo 
places in this year the mairacre 
of the exiles, and tells us, that 
Caius, not being able one night 
to take any reft, being haunted, 
as it Irequently happened, with 
inward horrors, began to tbink 
that the banifhed perfons were 
too happy, that they lived in 
cafe and tranquility, and want- 
ed neither the necelTaries nor 
conveniences of life : conclud- 
ing with himfelf, that it was 
not reafonable criminals ftiould 
enjoy any ha])pinefs, as foon as 
day appeared, he made a lift of 
the moft eminent perfons among 
them, and difpatched ofiicers 
with orders to put them all to 
death (3). Eufebius fixes this 
horrid execution in the laft } ear 
of Caius’s reign (4} ; but Philo 

650. (1) Dio, p. 644»645« 

(4) fiu&b. in Chron. 

f;3lace6 
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Syria, had acquired prodigious wealth in that province j Defiw to 
and belides his great power, and the reputation he had gain- defiroy Lu* 
ed amongft the foldiery, gave Caius no iVnall uneafinefs, who ’ 

thereupon recalled him, with a defign to put him to death, 
under pretence that through his negligence the Parthiaiis had 
driven Tiridates from the kingdom of Armenia, which had 
been bellowed on him by Tiberius. Vitellius was a man of 
fuperior talents and qualitications, had eminently diftinguifh- 
cd hirnfelf in the army, and in the government of provinces, 
fays Tacitus exercifed the integrity of a primitive Ro- 
man : but his dread of Caligula changed him into a con- •u.^hofor. 
temptibJc Have *, and lie is tr iiifiiiitted to potlerity as a pat- 
tern of the molt infamous flattery. The nni time Caius 
deigned to admit him to his prefence, he appeared before 
him in humble attire, approaching him as a deify, his head 
veiled, turning himfeli rouml, and then railing proflratc 
Caius Was fo pleafed with thi> uncxpedled beiraviour, that 
he not only pardoned him, but henceforth numbcied him 
*^rnongft his moll intimate friends; for he was the firfiwho 
introduced amongii the Romans the Parthian cudom of ap- 
proaching the emperors y. Whe (hall have occafion to re- 
late, in the coiirfe of this hiflory, other inihuices of his 
ilavilh fpirit and fervile fubmiflion ( Q^). rp. 


Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 3*. ’f Suet, in Vit. cap. 2. r Dio, 
p. 661. Philo Lcgat. p. J008. Suet. ibid. 


places it before the difgrace of 
Lepidus, which happened this 
year (5). 

(Q.) We are told that Se- 
neca was about this time in ini* 
minent danger of loling his life, 
for having pleaded a caufe in 
the fenate with great eloquence, 
and univcrfal applaufe. This 
Caius, who was prefent, and 
pretended to be the beft orator 
of his age, could not bear, and 
would therefore have difpatched 
him, had he not been alTured 
by one of his courtefans, that 
Seneca was infected with a dif- 
temper, which would foon cor- 
rupt his body and put an end to 
his life (6), Caius defpifed the 


eloquence of Seneca, though 
then in great eflcem, calling his 
writings fand without lime. 
Cains himfelfvvas no contempti- 
ble orator, had a great fluency 
ancf command of vvordi, and 
fuch a clear voice and diftindt 
pronunciation, that he was 
neard at a great diftance. He 
often pleaded in the fenate for 
or againft fuch perfons ot dif- 
tindlion as were acculed, not 
being governed by triendlhip or 
enmity, but by the jubjedt ; for 
he wak ready to accufe a friend 
or defend an enemy, according 
as he thought the fubjedt moll 
proper to difplay his eloquence. 
When he declaimed, he con- 


(5) Idem ibid. 


(6) Dio, p- 665. 
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The laft of Auguft, being bis birth-day, theconfuls for-s 
got to order the people to obfervc it as a feftival ; a negledt 
which incenfed Caius to fiich a degree, that on the fecond 
of September he depofcd them, and caufcd their rods to be 
broken. This proved fuch a fevere mortification, that one 
of jthem laid violent hands upon himfelf. The pretence 
which Caius took for thus dripping them ignominioufly of 
their dignity, was their obferving the fecond of September, 
the anniverfary of the battle of Adlium, as a feftival. This 
indeed was cuftomary ;*but the emperor, who was defcended 
from Auguftus by his mother Agrippina, and from Antony 
by his grandmother Antonia, previoufly informed his friends, 
that the confuls could not avoid giving him on that day a 
favourable opportunity to revenge the late affront, either 
by omitting to celebrate the vicfory of Auguftus, or by fo- 
lemnizing the defeat of Antony*. Accordingly, the con- 
fuls having celel>J-*ated, with the ufual ceremonies, the an- 
niverfary of the A<ffiac vi^lory, they were the fame day de- 
pofcd by Caius’s order, who alleged, that they had folem^ 
nized not fo much the vi<5fory of Auguftus, as the defeat 
of his great-grandfatl>er Antony. The city was then three 
days without confuls, that is, the third, fourth, and fifth of 
September ^ ; but on the fixth Domitius Afer, and another, 
whofe name has not been tranfmittcd to us, were nominat- 
ed to that dignity. Caius prohibited the vi 6 forie 8 ^ gained 
by Auguftus in Sicily and at A 6 fium to be folemnized for 
the future, faying, that they had proved tragical and cala- 
mitous to the Roman people ; though at the fame time he 
declared, that his mother Agrippina was not the daughter 
of Agrippa, but of Auguftus, by his own daughter Julia. 
Thus he chofe rather to afperfe the memory of his great- 
grandfather, and owe his^ birth to an abominable inceft, 
than derive his pedigree from Agrippa, who was not of an 
illuftrious defeent 

Towards the end of the year, Caius undertook an expe- 
dition into Gaul, under colour of oppofing the Germans, 
who were faid to have committed fome hoftilicies ; but his 
real motive was, to plunder that wealthy province and 

a Dio, p. 655. t>Suet. cap. 26, c Td^m ibid, cap, 23. 

fiantly invited, by a public pro- the other liberal arts, he lludic d 
clamation, the knights, who eloquence with great applica- 
never failed to applaud him : tion nnd generally fpoke very 
indeed he deferved their ap- pertinently ( 7 ). 
plaufc ; for though he ilighted 

(7)Suct. cap 53. 

Spain, 
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extravagant tributes and taxes, 
quite arainecl Italy. He never imparted this defign till 

?n T diftanee from Rome’ 

^ celebrated river and foreft at Clitumnus? he wj 
advifed to complete the number of the Batavians, who were 
then his guards. Upon this hint he refolved to make vir 
and without farther deliberation ordered 
a great number of legions and auxiliaries to be drawn to- 
gether, new levies to be made with great diligence and a 
prodigious quantity of provifions to be got rea^dy. His or 

ders being executed wjth furprifing expedition, he imme- 
diately began his march, moving fometimes fo mpidly, t^at 
the prxtorian cohorts were obliged to have their ftandard 
brought af er them on their fumpter-horfes ; at other times 
fo flowly, that he feemed to walk only for his amufement. 
He was carried the gr^ueft part of the wav in a litter on 
eight men s Ihoulders, having difpatched melTengcrs, com- 
^ mandiiig the neighbouring cities to have their roads well 
Iwept and watered, that he might not be troubled with duft. 
He was attended in this mock expedition by Herod king of 
Batanea and Trachonitis, and by Antiochus king of Coma- 
gene, and followed by a train of gladiators, comedians, buf- 
foons, and loofe women, with whom he fpent his whole 
time **. 
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"When he arrived at the place where the legions were en- Arri^va at 
camped that guarded the banks of the Rliine, he reviewed P^hine^ 
his forces, which amounted to two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand men. To acquire the reputation of 
a rigid obferver of military difcipline, he difmifrcd, with 
ignominy and difgrace, feveral old officers, pretending that 
they were unfit for the ferviee, but in reality to exempt 
himfelf from the obligation of paying them the rewards due 
to veterans He palled the Rhine; but alter advancing a andpajfes 
few‘ miles into the country, be returned without having that river* 
killed, or even feen, a lingle enemy ; though it might have 
been expedfed from his preparations, that he would have 
foon over- run the whole country. Tacitus tells us, that 
one Brinio, or Brenno, prince of the Cariinefates, ridiculed 
with impunity this foolifh expedition of Cains'^. And in- 
deed there was reafon to cenfure his abfurd condiu'f ; for 
while he, who had threatened the Barbarians with utter 
deftrudfion, was pafTing in his chariot through a narrow 
lane, ^nd his troops were forced to break their rariks on ac- 
count of the narrownefs of the place, an officer obferving, 
that great would be their confufion, if the enemy fhould 

656. Suet lib. iv. cap. 43. « Ibid. lib. iv. cap. 44. 

I>io, p. 657, 658. ‘I'J ['acit. Hid. lib. iv. cap 15. 
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appei^r, he immediately threw himfelf out of his chariot, 
mounted his horfe, and galloped to the bridges with a de- 
fign to repafs the river ; but finding them crouded with the 
fervants and baggage of the army, he made them hand him 
from one to another, and convey him over their heads, 
thinking he could not too foon get out of the enemy’s coun- 
try. Being afterwards recovered from his fright, and 
allured that there was nothing to fear, he ordered fome of 
his German guards to crofs the Rhine, and after having 
concealed thcmfelves lor fome time in a neighbouring 
foreft, rife out of their ambufeade in a great tumult and 
hurry j and that upon the alarm, which this would occa- 
fion, word might be brought him that the enemy v/as at 
hand ; which ridiculous order being obeyed, the mock 
hero, darting from table, and putting himfelf at the head 
of a party of the praetorian hori'e, hadened to oppofe the 
enemy, and, advancing to the fored, fpent the remaining 
part of the day in cutting down trees to erc^l trophies for fo 
fignal a viclory. Upon his return he reproached with^ 
cowardice thofe who had not followed him, but rewarded 
fuch as had borne the brunt of the day with a new fort of 
crowns, w'hich, to didinguifli them from all otheis, he 
called exploraloriae (R). 

(R) 1 his expedition, how- 
ever glorious andi uccefsful, not 
fatisfying his martial ardor, he 
refolved to fignalize himfelf by 
fome othex dill more noble at- 
chievement. With this view, 
he ordered fome children, whom 
he kept as hofiages, to be pri- 
vately conveyed away, and in- 
formation brought him that 
they had made their efcape ; 
upon which he immediately 
mounted on horfeback, purfued 
the fuppofed fugitives with a 
detachment of cavalry, and 
brought them back loaded with 
chains. After thefe heroic at- 
chievements, he wrote a letter 
to 4 he fenate, complaining of 
them and the people, for indulg- 
ing themfelves in banquets, 
pleafures, and dlverfions. while 
Caefar was fighting, andexpofed 
for their fafety to fo many pe- 

(i) Sutton, lib. iv. cap. 44, Dio, p. 657. 

The 


rils and hazards. But the moft 
glorious of all his exploits was, 
his receiving under his pro- 
tection Adminius, who, being 
banilhed by his father Cinohe- 
linus, one of the kings of Bri- 
tain, fled to him with a fmall 
retinue. This feemed to him 
fo memorable an action, that he 
immediately wrote boaOing let* 
ters to the fenate, as if he had 
fubduedthe whole ifland, llricJ-'t- 
ly enjoining the mefl'engers to 
ride directly through the forum 
to the palace, and not to de- 
liver his letters to the confuls, 
but in the prefence of the fe- 
nate aflembled in the temple of 
Mars. In the mean time he 
caufed himfelf to be feven times 
proclaimed emperor by his vic- 
torious troops on the banks caf 
the Rhine (1). 
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The Gauls would have efteemed themfelvcs happy, had 
he done them no more harm than he did the enemy; but 
his avarice, equal to his prodigality, prompted him to harafs 
and opprefs that unhappy nation with fuch extortions, as 
reduced even the moll wealthy to beggary. Not fatisfied 
with the great prefents, which he obliged both the cities and 
particular perfons to make him, hecaufed the moft wealthy 
men in the province, though free from all guilt, to be ac- 
cufed of treafon, that he might confifcate their eftates, 
which he fold in perfon, obliging others to purchafc them 
at the price he thought proper to prefcribe. Having one 
day loft at dice an immenfe fum, he caufed the regifters, 
which ferved for the cenfus, to be brought to him ; and 
writing a lift of thofe who pofleffed the greateft eftates in 
the province, ordered them to be immediately put to death, 
and feized all their effects 

About this time a confpiracy was difeovered againft 
Caius •, but whether it was real, or only imaginary, is ftill 
'uncertain. Lepidus and GetuHcus were faid to be at the 
head of it. Cneius Lentulus GetuHcus had commanded 
the legions in Higher Germany for the fpace of ten years, 
Tiberius not daring to remove him, as we have related in 
the hiftory of that prince’s reign; but he was doomed to 
death by Caius, fays Dio ^ for being greatly beloved by the 
foldiery on account of bis clemency and good-nature. Some 
monuments have reached our times of the facrihers which 
w'ere offered on the twenty-feventb of Odober, by way of 
tbankfgiving for the happy difeovery of the wicked dctigns 
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prand-daughter, and fifter to .Agrippina the mother of 
Caius'', who neverthelefs pronounced him guilty of trea- 
fon, and commanded a tribune, named pecimus, 10 cut 
«fF his head At the fame time he condemned » 

filters, Agrippina and Livilla or Julia, for .ci.ig gun y 
adultery with Lepidus, and privy to t ^ ‘ 

confined them to the ifland of Pomia, a mg ^1 , ’ 

» That he had fwords as well as illands 
taken thefe meafures, he wrote a letter to the ‘■ 

tjuainting them, that he had efcaped a 
fpiracy ; and inveighing with great i ern . 

fitters, whom he fcruplcd not to charge with the molt 
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famous crimes. He fent three daggers to Rome, to be confe^e 
crated to Mars the Avenger, with an infeription, importing, 
that they had been defigned for his deflruflion ; and obliged 
Agrippina to carry the urn with the bones of Lepidus from 
Gaul to Rome. He fold all the furniture, jewels, flaves, 
and even the freedmen of his fillers, after their con- 
demnation (S). 

When 


(S) As he degraded himfelf 
to fell them in perfon, he put 
his own price, and obliged 
the Gauls to purchafe them. 
This kind of traflick proving 
very advantageous, he ordered 
the rich furniture of the impe- 
rial palace, with the robes of 
Marc Antony, of Auguftus, of 
his mother Agrippina, and 
others of the imperial family, 
to be fent from Rome; and 
fold them in the fame manner. 
So many carriages, and beads of 
burden, were employed in con- 
veying the furniture of the im- 
perial palace from Italy to Gaul, 
that no horfes being found to 
turn the mills, according to the 
cuftom of thofe times, the city 
was reduced to great diilrefs for 
want ol bread. 

In luxury and extravagance, 
he outdid all the prodigals that 
the w'orld had hitherto pro- 
duced. He ufed baths of fweet 
oils with the moft coftly per- 
fumes that could be purchafed. 
At his entertainments he often 
caufed the larged pearls to be 
dilfolvcd in vinegar, to difplay 
his grandeur and magnificence. 
Sometimes, to divert himfelf 
w'ith his gueds, he caufed empty 
dllhes of pure gold to be ferved 
up, which he didributed among 
them, faying^ that “ atCaefar’s 
table their bread and meat mud 
be nothing but gold.** For fe- 
veral days together he delighted 
in throwing down from the top 


of a tower copliderable Aims a t 
mong the people. He built 
certain gallies of cedar, having 
the derns, which were of ivory, 
adorned with precious dones, 
the fails of iilk, the cabins and 
galleries fpacious and conve- 
nient, with great variety of 
vines and fruit-trees, under the 
fhade of which he often dined, 
coading along the diore of Camr-e 
pania, with great pomp and 
fplendor, entertained by the 
mixed melody of voices, and 
all forts of indruments. He 
raifed pillars and towers in the 
fea, cut his way through rocks 
of almod impenetrable flint, 
levelled mountains, and niifed 
valleys. He never undertook 
any thing worthy of a prince, 
except a harbour, which he 
began in the neighbourhood of 
Rhegiiim, for the convenience 
and fafety of the fhips which 
conveyed corn from Alexandria 
to Italy; but this he left unfi- 
nifhed. We ought alfo to ex- 
cept a fine aqueduct, which 
Claudius finifhed fourteen years 
after. He caufed an obelifk to 
be brought out of Egypt, and 
placed it in the circus on mount 
Vatican. He defigned to re- 
build the palace of Polycrates 
at Samos, to finifli the temple 
of Apollo Didymaeus at Miletus, 
and to found a new' city on the 
top of the Alps ; but his fa- 
vourite project was to cut the 
idhmus of Corinth, and open a 
comm uni- 
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Wheh the death of Lepidus and Getulicus was known at 
Home, Flavius Vefpafianus, then prsetor, and afterwards 
emperor, who ftudied to infinuate himfelf by any means 
into the emperor’s favour, advifed throwing the bodies of 
the confpirators into the Tiber, and depriving them of the 
honour of fepulture. Neither did the fenate omit fo Ja- Ne*w ko- 
vourable an opportunity of conferriiig new honours upon nourj di- 
the prince; amoilgll others, they decreed him an ovation, 

They deputed his uncle Claudius, with feveral other per- 
fons of the firft rank drawn by lot, to go into Gaul, and 
congratulate him, in their name, upon the difeovery of fo 
dangerous a confpiracy, and the deferved vengeance he had 
taken upon the traitors. Caius, not fatisfied with the ho- 
nours decreed him, efpecially with an ovation, and com- 
plaining of the fmall number of the deputies, ordered fome 
of them to return even before they entered Gaul, and re- 
ceived the others with great coldnefs. He chiefly refeiited 
their fending his uncle, as if he were a child, and wanted 
a governor: he did not, however, fend him back; but 
treated him in a moft ignominious manner^ ; and we are 
told, that he caufed him to be thrown into a river the mo- 
ment he arrived The fenate, thus tutored, decreed him 
greater honours, and fent him a more numerous deputa- 
tion ; which he received with great marks of fatisfadtion, 
and even went out to meet the deputies. In the mean 
time profecutions were carried on at Rome againft the 
friends of Caius’s fillers, and of thofe who had been exe- 
cuted for the late confpiracy. Several sediles and praetors 
were obliged to lay down their employments, and appear 
before the fenate in the habit of criminals. Among the 
reft, Sophronius Tigellinus was banilhed for a criminal 
correfpondence with Agrippina.^ Ihele proceedings terri- 
fied the fenate, who apprehended ftill greater evils fro*^ ^ 
prince, who was cruel by nature, and guided, as was fup- 
pofed, by the pernicious counfels of the kings Agrippa and 


Antiochus ... j u « 

Caius, after the condemnation of his fifters, divorced his m marj 

wife Lollia Paulina to marry Milonia Csefonia, who was - 

neither beautiful nor young, but mother of 

by another hufband, who was ftill abve. She had, how- 


, « Dio, p. 658. ■” Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 

communication between thofe better fuccefs than thofe who 
two feas; in which undertak- attempted it alter him (i). 
ing he was attended with no 

(1) Jof. Antiq. lib* xix. cap. Hhi. lib. iv. cap. 4. Suet, m 
Claud, cap. 21. 
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ever, a particular talent'and addrefs in gaining the afFe<fiions 
of all with whom fhe converfed; infomuch that Caius fm- 
cerely loved her, and lived longer with her than with any 
other ** (T). He married her, according to Suetonius, the 
fame day that Ihc was delivered of a daughter, declaring 
hirnfelf her hufband, and the father of the child ; but Dio 
fays, that he married her about a month before her deli- 
very. To the child he gave the name of Julia Drufilla, 
carried her to the temples of all the goddelTes in Rome, and 
put her into the arms of Minerva, as if to that powerful 
goddefs he committed the care of her education. He laid 
her likewife at the feet of Jupiter Capitolinus, faying, that 
(he was common to him and Jupiter, and leaving all men 
to judge which of her parents was the greateft, from which 
(he derived the more noble origin °. But nothing more 
convinced Caius that (he was his daughter (for her mother 
was not renowned for chaftity), than her natural fierce- 
nefs, of w^hich (he foon gave fufficient indications, by 
fcratching and tearing the faces of the little children who** 
played with her (U). 

This year the Germans, having colleded their forces to 
oppofe Caius, made, upon his departure, an inroad into 
Gaul ; but were repulfed by Galba with fuch vigour and 
expedition, that Caligula could not forbear commending 
and rewarding both him and his troops, though he gene- 

n Dio, p. 658. Suet, cap. 25. • Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. 

cap. I. 

(T) Suetonius tells us, that large fums for the educating and 

Cxfonia gained and maintained marrying her fuitably to her 
the affedions of Caius by her rank, which he applied to his 
monftrous lewdnefs. After her own life. He likewife declared, 
hulband's death, (lie was charged that, on the firft of January, 
with having fixed his aflfedlion he intended to receive new- 
to her with an amorous potion, yearns gifts, which he did ac- 
which affeding his brain, had cordingly, (landing in the porch 
difordered his underftanding, of his palace, while the people 
and occafioned that fury and and nobility, with full hands 
madnefs which had brought fo and laps, poured out their pre- 
many calamities upon the (late. fen;s before him. He is faid to 
The emperor often (hewed her have had fuch a paffion for mo- 
to his foldiers habited like them, ney, that his chief delight was 
and to his friends, without any to walk barefoot, and even roll 
garments. hirnfelf upon heaps of gold, 

(U) Upon her birth Caius which he had accumulated by 
complained of his poverty, and all manner of rapine (1). 
obliged the people to contribute 

(1) Suet cap. 
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rally, out of jealoufy and envy, difcoiintenanced fnch of his 
officers as had gained any confiderabJe advantage over the 
enemy. Caius, who was then in Oaul, arrogated to hini- 
felf the whole glory of this aaion, and acquainted the fe- 
nate with it by a letter, which he fent wrapt up in a branch 
of laurel, the fymbol of viaory, boafting that he had ut- 
terly defeated the enemy’s numerous forces, and rendered 
them incapable of diilurbing for the future the tranquility 
of Gaul P. Vefpafian, then prsetor, intreated he might be 
allowed to exhibit extraordinary fportson occafion of fo fig- 
nal a victory ^ 

In the following year Caius was conful without a col- 
league for the firll twelve days, not defignedly, but becaufe 
he was not acquainted fooner with the death of the perfon 
named for his colleague, who died at Rome a few days be- 
fore he was to enter upon his office 

Caius held the confulfliip only twelve days : on his re- 
fignation two new confuls, probably Publicola and Nerva, 
were nominated. I"he firfi: decree they made was, that the 
anniverfary of the death of Tiberius and Drufilla fliould be 
folemnized in the fame manner as that of Augultus. This 
diftinclion Caius had required in a letter to the new con- 
fuls *. Caius began the year with the murder of Ptolemy, 
king of Mauritania, and coufin-german to bis father Ger- der of Pto 
manicus (X). He had invited him to court, and received kmy, kmg 
him at his arrival with great demonftrations of kindiiels ; of Mauri- 
but obfervi ng one day, as he entered the theatre to behold 
the fports, that the ludre of his purple drew upon him the 
eyes of the whole company, he cauftd him to be immedi- 
ately arrelled, condemned him to banifhment, and privately 
ordered him to be aflaffinated on his journey Dio Caf- 
fius aferibes his death to the great riches he poflefibd. It 
is certain, however, that the Mauritanians, upon the news 
of his death, revolted, being excited by Edemon, one of the 
deceafed prince’s freedmen, defirous to revenge the death 
of his mafter. The inhuman and imperious tyrant caufed 
likewife Mithridates, king of Armenia, to be arrelled, but 


only condemned him to banifliment. 

Caius, before he left Gaul, declared, that he defigned to 
invade Britain ; and accordingly ordered his troops, 
all quarters, to march to the Gauliffi ffiore, oppofite to that 


Caius's 

memorahli 

expedition 

a^ainft 


Britain* 

»> Perfius, Satir. vi. ver.43. '5 Suef- Vefpaf.an cap. *. 

’ 1^*0, p. 65J. ® Dio, p. 656, 659. * Suet. cap. 55 


(X) He WMS the fon of Cleo- tra, as Germanicus was the fon 
pstra Selene, daughter of An- of Antonia, daughter to the 
<ony and the celebrated Clcopa- fame Antony. 



39 ^ 


His folly 
and ambi * 
tiott. 


flis cruel 
iefign. 


The Roman Hifiory, 

ifland. Upon bis arrival at the place of rendezvous, ho 
drew up his men along the coaft; and embarked in a mag*r 
nificent galley. Having advanced a fmall diftance from the 
(bore, he returned precipitately, and, afcending his tribu- 
nal, ordered the warlike engines to be difpofed in order, 
and to the belt advantage, the trumpets to found, and the 
fignal of battle to be given. Neither foldiers nor officers 
could conceive what he had in view, till, at length, he 
fuddenly ordered them to gather the cockle-ffiells on the 
fhore, and to fill with them their laps and head-pieces, fay- 
ing, Thefe are fpoils of the conquered ocean, due to the 
palace, due to the Capitol.’* Then, to reward his fellow- 
foldiers for fuch an important vicflory, he diftributed among 
them a very inconfiderable fum, bidding them be merry, 
and enjoy, in fafety, the rewards of their valour. That fo 
glorious a conqueft might never be forgot, he ere£led a high 
tower, according to the model of the pharos, at Alexan- 
dria, furnifhed with lights to direct ffiips at fea, in the 
night 

Caius now thought of nothing but the preparations for a 
triumph due to his noble atchievements. Accordingly, 
he wrote to his officers at Rome, enjoining them to get 
every thing ready for the moft magnificent triumph that had 
ever been exhibited ; but, at the fame time, cautioning 
them not to put him to any extraordinary expence, fince 
every man’s eftate was at their difpofal. Before he left 
Gaul, he chofe the talleft men of that province, without 
diftindion of rank or condition, to grace his triumph, giving 
them German names, and obliging them to learn that lan- 
guage, to let their hair grow, and colour it red, that they 
might refemble Germans. He likewife commanded the 
gallies, in which he and his chief officers had put to fea, to 
be conveyed to Rome, the greateft part of the way, by land *. 
Before he left Gaul, he defigned to have put thofe legions 
to the fword that had mutinied after the death of Auguftus, 
and embarrafled his father Germanicus. His officers, with 
the utmoft difficulty, difluaded him from cutting them all 
off; but could not, by any means, divert them from deci- 
mating them for a crime which had been fo many years be- 
fore committed, and forgiven. Notwithftanding the warm 
remonftrnnces of his friends, and chief officers, he ordered 
them to afl’emble, without arms, to receive his commands. 
The legionaries, not fufpe£ling, in the leaft, his defign, 
readily obeyed j and, in the mean time, the cavalry began 
to furround them. This circumftance appeared fufpicious, 


Suet. cap. 46. Dio, p. 659. 


X Suet. cap. 47< 
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and many of them ftolc away, to take their arms, with a 
defign to fell their lives dear, in cafe any violence (hould 
be offered. He no fooner perceived their intention, than he Sets out for 
difmiffed the alfembly, and haltily fled to Rome, that he Rome, 
might vent his rage upon the fenate, for the wrong he pre- 
tended they had done him, by not decreeing him a triumj^h ; 
though he had declared the year before, that they had no 
right to decree him any honours ; and that he would punifli 
them wdth the utmofl: feverity, if they pretended to affume 
any fuch privilege. As he drew near Piome, he forbad any 
of the fenators to meet him : he would not, however, en- 
ter the city in triumph, but contented himfelf with an ova- 
tion, making his entry on the lafl: of Auguft, which was his 
birth* day, four months and fome days before his death. 

From this time he refolvcd utterly to extirpate the fenate ; f^arious in» 
and would have put his horrid defign in execution, had he fiances of 
not been prevented by death. Mean while, he caufed fe- fits cruelty* 
veral fenators of diflinefion to be inhumanly murdered ; 


one in particular for no other crime but becaufe he begged 
permiflion to fhut his eyes, being commanded by him, 
though nothing was laid to his charge, to aflift at the exe- 
cution of his fon 'f. However, he was reconciled to the fe- 
natc, before his death, on the following occafion : Proto- 
genes, his chief favourite, coming one day unexpectedly in- 
to that affembly, under colour of delivering fome meflage 
from the prince, and all the fenators crowding round him 
to pay their court to him, he fixed his eyes on Scribonius 
Proculus; and, with an angry tone, ‘‘How dare you (faid 
he) prefume to appear before me, you who are an enemy 
to C«far There wanted no more; the other fenators in- fhe cruel 
ftantly fell upon him with their daggers, (tabbed hiin in ^ 
feveral places, and then delivered him over, as a public 
enemy, to the mob, who tore him in pieces, and dragged 
his mangled limbs about the ftreets, Caii^ beholding, with 
infinite plcafure, fo difmal a fpe£lacle (Y). 


y Suet, in Cal. cap. Z7> Dio, p. 


(Y) Suetonius relates, that 
this worthy fenator was thus in- 
humanly butchered, merely to 
gratify the bloody difpofition of 
Caius, who, vvifliing to fee a 
fenator thus mangled, had, 
without the lead provocation, 
pitched upon him. Neither 
was his cruelty fatiated, till the 
limbs and bowels of the inno- 


cent viaim were brought be- 
fore him. Being highly plcaf- 
ed with fo difmal a fight, and 
the readinefs the fenate iwd 
(hewn to take vengeance on his 
fuppofed enemy, he declared 
himfelf, by a public edia, re- 
conciled with that body : and 
the fenate, on their lide, to 
acknowlege fo great a ^favour. 
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It was about this period that the Jews underwent a fer-< 
rible perfccution at Alexandria, where they were very nu- 
merous *, had a chief intitled alabarchus, and a council of 
their own ; fo that they formed adiftindt and feparate body 
from the Egyptian natives, by whom they were detefted 
and abhorred. When the emperor Caius infifted upon be- 
ing worfliipped as a deity, the Alexandrians not only com- 
plied with this impious order, but, in order to gratify their 
malice, they fet up by force and violence his ftatues in the 
Jewifh oratories and fynagogues. In thefe outrages they 
were encouraged by the connivance of the Roman governor 
C. AviliusJFlaccus, who thwarted and oppreflfed the Jews 
on every occahon, in order to ingratiate himfclf with the 
Alexandrians. Thefe outrages againfl the religion of the 
Jews produced frays and feditions, in confequence of which 
Fi accLis publiOied a decree, declaring the Jews ftrangers in 
Alexandria, and confined all of that nation to one quarter 
ot the city, which could not poffibly contain one half of 
their number: by thefe tyrannical proceedings, they were 
not only expofed to miferies of all kinds, but many of them 
were driven to defpair, and adfs of extravagance, which 
gave their enemies a handle for infli£ting upon them the 
moll cruel punifhments : in a word, they groaned under 
every fpeciesof oppreflion, until Flaccus was recalled, when 
they began to enjoy a little refpite. In this interval, by 
means of their king Agrippa, who was at Rome in high fa- 
vour with Caius, they obtained permiflion to fend deputies 
thither, in order to juftify their own condudl, and fpecify 
their grievances before the emperor. This deputation was 
headed by the celebrated Philo, the moft learned Jew of 
Alexandria, whofe brother was alabarch of the nation. 
At the fame time the Aley.andrians difpatchcd another de- 
putation, under the conduiflof Apion the grammarian, in 
order to oppofe the rernonflrances of the Jews. Thefe de- 
puties found means to interell in their cafe the famous He- 
Jico, originally an Egyptian flave, but now chamberlain to 

honoured him fomeiimes with mending the public roads, per- 
the title of hero, and foinetimes fons of great merit and diftinc- 
ofgod; which fcandalous flattery tion, for neglecting to invoke 
inflated him to fuch a degree, his celeflial genius : nay, fome, 
that thenceforth he fliCwed him- for pretended offences againft 
felf more ambitious than ever his godhead, were firft torn and 
of divine honours, punifhing mangled with ftripes, and then 
with death, or dooming to the fawed afimder (i). 
mines, or to the drudgery of 

(i) Sueton. in Cal’g. Dia, p. 66i. 
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CaluS) with whom be was in high favour. Another lucky 
circumftance for them, was the information juft received by 
the emperor, that the inhabitants of Jerufaleni had abfo- 
hitcly refufed to admit his ftatue into the temple. Caius 
was exafperated at this mark of difrefpe£t, and in the au- 
dience which he granted to both deputations together, r^e- 
ceived Philo and his colleague with indignation and dif- 
dain. Both fides pleaded their caufe before him, while he 
ran about the apartments of a country villa at a fmall dif- 
tance from Rome, interrupting them with ridiculous quef- 
lions, and behaving more like a buffoon than an emperor. 

Though the Jewifh deputies derived unlucky prefages from 
this reception, it does not appear, that Caius took anyfteps 
to the prejudice of their nation. They had a powerful ad- 
vocate in Agrippa, who retained his influence with the em- 
peror to the lall ; and the ftorm from Jerufalcm blew ovier: 
neverthelefs the Jews at Alexandria continued to be op- 
prelfed, till the acceffion of Claudius to the empire, when 
they had recourfc to arms, and raifed an infurredion ; 
which, however, w'as foon appeafed. Finally, by the inter- 
ceffion of the two kings Agrippa and Herod, an edid w^as 
obtained from Claudius, reftoring to the Jews all the pri- 
vileges they had formerly enjoyed at Alexandria, and an- 
nulling all the decrees which Caius had iffued againfl 

DioCaffius, after along detail of his cruelties, and the rhetK^on- 
difmal effeds of his pride, avarice, lewdnefs, and prodxga- 
litv, obferves, that he was chiefly remarkable for the m- 
conflancy and ficklencfsof his temper, which often hurried 
him, in a moment, from one extreme to another, borne- 
times he liked to fee his palace crowded, and fometimes 
w ould fee no company, not even his moft intimate friends. 

He was difpleafed when any petition was prefented to him ; 
and more fo, when nobodyappeared to alk him any favour: 
fometimes he difpatched bufmefs with great expedition , 
at other times he was flow and tedious, 
day to day, matters which required the dihgenw. 

He fquandered away immenfe treafures, vnth a 

which knew no bounds ; and anrafled 

moft fordid avarice : fometimes he was 

of fpeech, and abhorred flattery ; flattered. He 

e<l the leaft liberty, and took delight in eing crimes, 

often pardoned tnofe who were guilty o 

and condemned fuch as were not charge • ,yhilc 

feme of his favourites he heaped "^ft con- 

he treated others, without any caufe. with the utmoltcon 


Phil, in Legat. p. 1*43^ 


Jofeph.Antiq. lib. xviii.cap.ro. 

■’ tempt. 
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tempf. So changeable was his humour, fo various ancl in- 
confiftent was his conduct, that his mofb intimate friends 
were at a lofs what they fhould fay or do to pleafe him, 
feeing he was often difgufted with what he had been plcafcd 
with a few hours before 
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Jn the following year Caius entered upon his fourth con- 
fulfhip, having Cn. Sentius Saturninus for his collegue, but 
held it only to the feventh of January, when he refigned 
the fafees to Quintus Potnponius Secundus. Rome had, 
for the fpace of near four years, groaned under the oppref- 
fion of the moft cruel and inhuman tyrant that had evei' 
been invefted with fovereign power \ when at length ven^ 
geance overtook the author of fo much bloodflied and flaugh- 
ter. The confpiracy, which, for the prefent, terminated 
the public evils, was chiefly formed, carried on, and exe* 
cuted by Caflius Chserea, tribune of a prsetorian cohort, 
who hv^d fignalized himfelf in a very eminent manner, as 


the head of we have already obferved, in the beginning of Tiberius's 
reign, when the legions in Germany revolted. As he was 


a man of no lefs probity than bravery, the hatred he bore 


Caius, on account of his cruelties and extortions, infpired 


him with the defign of ridding the world of fuch a deteft- 
able monftcr. He was already rcfolved to refign his employ- 
ment, and fpend the remaining part of his life in retirement, 
when he received a cotrtmiflion from Caius to collefl: the 


taxes, for no commodity efcaped j and the emperor levied 
the taxes not by the publicans, as was ufual, but by the 
centurions and tribunes of the praetorian cohorts, that they 
might reap the advantages accruing. In this commiflTion 
Chaerea, who was naturally compallionate, acquitted him- 
felf more to the fatisfa^I:!bn of the opprefled people, than 
to that of the emperor 5 vvho reproached him with want of 
fpirit, and took plcafure in expofing him to the derifions of 
the foldlery : for though he was a man of great courage 
and refolution, yet, from the manner of his Ipeaking, and 
the tone of his voice, no one would have taken him for a 
pedbn of that extraordinary- bravery which he fhewedon all 
oedaflons. Caius* now incenfed againft him, took occa- 
fion from his outward appearance to reproach him with 
effeminacy and cowardice, and rally him as one more fit to 
converfe with women than to command foldiers.-*. 


When it w^as his turn to come for the parole, flie empe- 
ror, by way of raillery, gave him always feme obfeene 
word, or the name of feme famous proftitute ; infemuch 
that the foldiers could not forbear laughing when he brought 


• Dio, p. 641—644. 


them 
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them the parole, and often diverted themfelves Mrlth gueiT- 
iiig what word Chserea would bring. As he was a man of 
too great fpirit tp endure fuch gi'ofs afFrohts, he rcfolved to 
convince the emperor how4indcfervedIy he was taxed with 
cfFcminacy and want of courage ; having therefore detef- 
mined to be revenged on the tyhint^^for thus attemptiftg 
to blacken, with his unfeafonable faii*cafms, the reputation 
he had dcfcrvcdly acquired by his gallant behaviour, he im- 
parted his defign to fome of his intimate friends, and only 
waited for a favourable opportunity of putting it in execu- 
tion. In the mean time a fenator of great diflindlion, 
named Propedius, was accufed by one Timidius of having 
uttered injurious fpeecbes againft Caius: the only evidence 
produced againft him was Quintilia, a celebrated come- 
dian ; but ftie, when fummoned to appear before the 
judges, declared, that fhe had heard no fuch fpeecbes. Ti- 
midius then requiring that ftie might be examined by tor- 
ture, Caius ordered Chserea to fee her immediately put upon 
the rack. 

The tribune was never fo much at a lofs how to behave 
as on this occafion ; for Quintilia was privy to the confpi- 
racy ; whence he was afraid fiie might difeover it upon the 
rack, if tortured feverely ; on the other hand, to fhew any 
mercy to her might coft him his life. Qj^intilia delivered 
him from hfe Uneafinefs ; for meeting, as (he was led to the 
torture, one of theconfpirators, (he trod upon his foot, giv- 
ing him thereby to underftand, that no torments could ex- 
tort from her a difeovery of the plot. She bore the rack 
with unparalleled conftancy, without fuftering a word to 
efcape her, in prejudice either of Propedius or the conlpi- 
rators, though (he was reduced to fo deplorable a condition 
that Caius himfelf, when flie was brought back to him, be- 
ing moved with pity, and admiring her refolution, ordered 
her a fum of money, and difmillcd Propedius untouched. 
Chserea was fo affected with the conftancy of Quintilia, 
and the torments (he had fuffered, of which he binnelf had 
been the minifter, that he immediately imparted his defign 
to Papinius and Clemens, the former a fellow-tribune of 
the praetorian cohorts, and the latter the commander of 
the whdie body, encouraging them to exert their courage, 
and deliver Rome and the world from a tyrant, who cm- 
ployed them not as the officers of his guards, but as 
ccutionefs. They both approved oT the defign ; but Cle- 
mens, defirtrig to be cxcufod from bearing aiiy ihare in me 
cxecuticm of it, oh account of his age, pr(^ifed to amit 
them with his adviOc ; and taking his leave, left them under 
no fmall amciefy and apprehenfioni of bis betraying th^ecret, 

VoL.xn. Pd 
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Chaetea, therefore, without lofs of time, had recourfe to 
Cornelius Sabiuus, tribune likewife of a praetorian cohort, 
whom he knew to be a man of great refolution, a lover of 
liberty, and confequently highly diflatisfied with the admi- 
niftration of Caius. Sabiniis had formed the fame defign, 
but had not yet imparted it to any perfon, for fear of being 
difeovered. He therefore readily joined Chaerea, and with 
him went immediately to found Annius Minucianus, or, as 
others call him, Vinicianus, a fenator of gicat diftin£lion 
and merit, and hated by Caius, who fufpedled him ever 
fincc the confpiracy of Lepidus, with whom Minucianus 
had lived in confidence. After the ufual ceremonies were 
over, Miqueianus aiked Clijerea, what was the parole for 
that day ? which he taking for a i'nlTlcient declaration of his 
intention, “ Do you (faid he, without anj? farther pream- 
ble) only give me the word Liberty ; and, under your con- 
dudf, I will revenge my private injuries and the public ca- 
lamities. Give me the word of command, and Rome fliall 
no longer groan under the opprelfions of an infulting ty- 
rant.’* At thefe words, which Chaerea uttered with great 
vehemence and ardour, Minucianus, embracing him, com- 
mended his refolution, exhorted him to purfue his dcfign, 
and promifed to aCTift, to the utmoll of his power, with his 
fword and counfcL 

The number of the confpirators incrcafed daily \ a clr- 
cumftance which retarde<l the execution of the dcfign, 
fome of them being over-cautious, left they fhould mif- 
carry in an enterprise, on. the fuccefs of which depended 
their fafety, and the welfare of their country. Chierea of- 
fered to.difpatch him when he went to the Capitol to offer 
facrifices for his daughter,, or when in his palace he aflifled 
at certain religious Cerei;nonies which he had himfelf infli- 
tuted. He propofed throwing him down headlong from 
the top of the Julian bafilic, whence he ufed to fcatter mo- 
ney among the populace : but the reft of the confpirators, 
thinking they could not ufs too much caution, did not judge 
any of thefe opportunities tu/Hcitntly fafe and proper for 
the execution of their dcfign. 

Howevei", th^y all agreed to make the attempt during the 
fports which were to be exhibited in honour of Auguftus^ 
in the palace, on tjie twenty-firft of January, and the three 
following days ; for, after thefe fports, Caius intended to 
leave Rome, and repair to Alexandria, probably to plunder 
the, wealthy kingdom of Egypt, as be had pillaged the other 
.proviilces of the empire. Notwithftanding their agree- 
finent, tlie confpirators were ftill for deferring the attempt ; 
but^ Chserca^. having eddied them together on the third day 
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bf the fports, exhorted them not to lofe the prefent oppor* 
tunity : he reprefented the dangers to which their irrefo* 
lution expofed them ; and, by a fpeech abounding in noble 
and generous fentiments, infpired them with fuch courage, 
that they unanimoufly agreed to make the attempt next day, 
when Chasrea was to be upon guard, and confequently 
to receive from the/emperor, according to cuftom, the pa- 
role, with his fword by his fide Caius came that day, 
the twenty-fourth of January, more early than ufual, to 
the theatre ; and appealed, contrary to his cuftom, gay^ 
affable, and good-humoured; infomuch that the fpe^ators 
were greatly furprifed at his obliging behaviour, and the 
complaifaiice he ftiewed to all who approached his perfon. 
After he had facrificed to Auguftus, in whofe honour the 
fports were exhibited, he took his place, having his friends 
and favourites about him, and Chaerea, wdth the other offi- 
cers that day upon guard, Hood at fome diftance behind. 
When the fports began, Bathybius, who had been praetor, 
happening to fit by a confularof his acquaintance, named 
Cluvitus, aiked him foftly, “ Whether he had heard any 
news “ None at all,** anfvvered Cluvitus : ‘‘ But I can 
tell you fomething (replied Bathybius), to which you are, 
pcrliaps, a ftranger : in the piece which is to be a 61 :ed to- 
day, will be reprefented the death of a tyrant/* Cluvitus 
auKvered \vith a verfe out of Homer, which he whifpered 
ill his friend’s ear: Be fi lent, left fome Greek ftiould 

overhear "=.*’ Another entertainment was to be exhibited 
in the night, reprefenting fome fabulous accounts of the 
infernal regions ; for Caius, who delighted in fuch repre- 
fentations, declared, that as this was the laft day, the fports 
fhould continue all night, with a defign, as was believed, 
to appear himfelf on the ftuge, »fnd there difplay his fkill 
and addrefs in dancing ^ (Z). 

About 


* Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 

(Z) He was, fays Suetonius, 
an excellent fencer, dancer, and 
charioteer ; he fometimes danc- 
ed on the ftage; and frequently 
before his friends, In the palace. 
One night, while he was in that 
humour, he fent for three grave 
confiilars, caufed them to be 
awaked out of their fleep, ami 
by his guards hurried away to 
hi8 palace ; where, while they 
Wre waiting in a great hall> 


. c Ibid. < Dio, p. 663, 

and trembling, in apprehenfion 
of immediate death, they fud- 
denly heard a great noife of mu- 
fical inftruments, and, at the 
fame time, faw the emperor 
come leaping out, in a long robe, 
to difplay before them his (kill 
and addrefs in dfLOcinz. When 
he was tired, be withdrew 1 and 
fent the three confulars word, 
that they might, when they 
pleafcd, return borne. He took 
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About nooTii when the emperor ufed to withdraw for a 
fliort time, to bathe, andrefrefli himfelfwith fomc nourifli- 
ment, Chaerea ftolc out, with a defign to kill him, as he pafled 
from the theatre to his apartment : but Caius, contrary to 
his cuftom, fhewed no inclination to leave the fports, telling 
thofe who fat by him, that fince it was the laft day of the 
(hews, he would not bathe till they were over. At the 
fame time he called for fomc refreftiment, which he 
(hared with thofe who were about him, amongft the reft 
with Pomponius Secundus, then conful, who fat at his feet, 
and often kiffed them. Minucianus, who was next to him, 
and had feen Ch2erea go out, rofe with a defign to. depart, 
and acquaint the tribune with the emperor’s refolution \ 
while Ciuus, taking hold of his robe, Sit Hill, friend, 
(faid he, in a vei7 obliging manner), you (hall go with me.’* 
Minucianus, as it were out of refpeft, fat down again, but 
foon after rofe up, and went out ; neither did Caius offer 
to detain him, thinking he went away upon fomc ne- 
celTary occafion, and would foon return. He found Chserea 
waiting in the entry which led to the theatre; and ac- 
quainted him with the emperor’s refolution. In confequence 
of this intimation, the refolute tribune thinking it advife- 
able to fall upon him in the theatre, rather than lofc the 
prefent opportunity, offered to go immediately, and flab 
him in his feat. Minucianu*?, and fuch of the confpirators 
as were with him, expelling the fignal, approved of Chae- 
rea’s bold propofal, who was actually entering the theatre, 
when he underftood that the emperor, at the perfuafion of 
Ampronas, and fomc others, who were privy to the con- 
fpiracy, had altered his lefolution, and was coming forth. 
The confpirators immediately drew together; and, under 
pretence of clearing the' way for the emperor, removed 
fuch as they imagined w’ould afford him any aftiflance. 
Cains at length came out, his uncle Claudius, and M. Vi- 
nicius, who had married his fiflcr Julia, walking before 

fuch pleafure in feeing Mnefier 
the famous mimic dance, that 
he piTitt(hedi,Mvith great {cre- 
rity, fuch as gave him the leaf!: 
diilurbance. A Roman knight 
maldirig fomc noHe while he was 
dancing, thcemjjcror immedi- 
ately ordered him,, by a cen- 
torioir, te dtepfrrt that mftant for 
OfHa , an^ there vtsrt for a letter, 

Somn. cap* 


which he would fend after him, 
tor Ptolemy king of Maurrtftnia. 
The knight obeyed, croifed over 
to Africa, and prefenPtedthe let- 
ter to Ptolemy, who could not 
forbear laughing in reading it ; 
for it contairfed only the foSow- 
hrg words : “ To the bearer do 
itcdther gjood nor harm 
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him, with fome perfons of great diilin6\lon. When he 
entered the palace, inftead of going dire£lly to his apart- 
ment, as ufual, attended by his officers, he turned unex* 
pe£ledly into a gallery, which led to a private apartment, 
to fee certain youths who had been fent him out of Alia, 
to a£l: and dance upon the ftage ; and were juft then ar- 
rived. He was fo pleafed with them, that he would have 
immediately returned to the theatre, being impatient to fee 
them perform, had not the chief of them complained, that 
he was cold, and begged leave to warm himfelf ®. 

While he was entertaining himfelf with the Afiatic Yr. of FU 
youths, Chserea came for the parole 5 and Caius gave him *3^8. 
one, as ufual, rcflediing on his effeminacy and want of u’(?‘ gg’ 
courage. Chaerea returned Caius a fmart anfwer ; and, at ' ^ 
the fame time, drawing his fword, difeharged a violent Caisajfaf» 
blow at him, and wounded him in the neck. Though the finaud^ ^ j 
wound did not prove mortal, yet we cannot give credit to 
thofe who affert, that Chserea did not, as he might, dif- 
patch him at one blow, left he fhould be too foon out of 
his pain *■. Caius, ftruck with amazement at the boldnefs 
of the tribune, had not the prefence of mind to call for af- 
fiftance : he attempted to fly \ but Cornelius Sabinus having 
puftied him down upon his knees, Chaerea, with another 
blow, broke his jaw-bone ; then the reft ruffiing in, dif* 
patched him with thirty wounds, he for fome time crying 
out, I am ftill alive and the confpirators exclaiming. 

Repeat, repeat the blow.” We are told that Aquila was 
the perfon who gave him the wound that put an end to his 
life. Some of the confpirators mangled his body, even 
after his death ; and they are faid to have carried their 
rage to fuch a height, as to cut off, and cat, pieces of his 

Such w'as the end of Caius Caefar Caligula, the fourth 
emperor of Rome, a prince fo moiiftroufly wicked, that na- 
ture, fays Seneca, feemed to have , brought him forth, to 
(hew what mifehief could be effe^Sfed by the greateft vices, 
fupported by the higheft authority** (A). His body remained 


• ^feph* Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 1. 
r Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 1. 
de ira. 


Sueton. cap. 58. Dio, p. 663. 
g Dio, p. 663, Scncc. 


(A) His death happened on 
the twentywfourtl^of January : 
fo that he reigned but three 
years, nine months, and twenty- 
eight days, accordii^ to thofe 
who fix the death of Tiberius 


on the twenty- fixth of March ; 
or three years, ten months, and 
eight days, if wc fuppofe him, 
as fome do, to have begun his 
reign on the fixteenth day of 
the faid month. He bad lived. 
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in the place where he had been aiTaflinated, till the night was 
far advanced, when it was privately conveyed to the Lamian 
gardens, where being half-burnt upon a pile haftily ete£tcd, 
it was, without farther folemnity, committed to the earth. 
This laft duty was paid him, according to the Roman wri- 
ter’s, by his wife Caefonia \ but Jofephus fays, by king 
Agrippa, who, mindful of the obligations he owed him, 
caufed his body to be removed, left it fliould be infulted by 
the incenfed populace. 

Chocrea, in order to extirpate the whole race of the 
tyrant, fent the night after his death a centurion, or ra- 
ther a tribune, named Julius Lupus, to difpatch his wife 
Qiefonia, and, with her, his only daughter, an infant. 
The tribune ftabbed, without mercy, the mother; and, 
taking the innocent child out of the cradle, dafhed her 
brains out againft a wall h The fenate, even after Claudius 
was raifed to the empire, were inclined to declare Caius 
infamous. This fentence Claudius, who was his uncle, 
w^ould no^ ratify ; but, neverthelefs, ordered all his ftatues 
to be pulled down and broken, annulled moft of his a£bs, 
and gave his aftent to a decree of the fenate, commanding 
his money to be melted down, that both his name and fea- 
ti;res might be unknowm to future ages. 

As y/c have hitherto had no proper opportunity to fpeak 
of Claudius, who fucceeded his nephew, but had led a re- 
tired life till he was raifed to the empire, it may not be 
improper to prefix to the hiftory of his reign, a fuccin£^ ac- 
count of his birth and education, of his good and evil qua- 
lities ; and alfo of his wives, children, and freedmen ; 
whom we fliall frequently have occafion to bring upon the 
feene. ClaucHus was born at Lyons, on the firlt of Auguft, 
lulus Antonius and Fab»*us Africanus being confuls ; fo 
that he was now in the fiftieth year of his age He was 
named Tiberius Claudius Nero Drufus Germanicus^ Up- 
on bisf acceffion to thfe empire, he aflumed the names of 
Ctefaf and Auguftus, as did likewife all his fuccelTors : by 
which means the name of Csefar, which was peculiar to 
the Julian family, became a title of dignity, and was given 
to the prefumptivc heirs of the empire ; whereas that of 

I Suet. cap. 5i^rf DiO, p, 663. jofepfi, Hb. xi;;. k Suet* 

in Ciaiid. cap. a, I Dio, p. 665. 

rcordlng to Suetonius ( i ), four month^ and twenty ?four 
vchty-nine years; according days (2). 

) others, twenty -eight years, ^ 

(i) Suet, cap, 59. (ij Clem, Strpm. |ib. i. p. 539. Eutrpp. 

Vit. Claud, ^ M 

Alh 
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Anguftus was a mfrk of the fovereign power. The nanie 
of Julius was entirely laid afide, and never after aflumed by 
any of the emperors"*. Claudius was, by his n^other An- 
tonia, the grandfon of Marc Antony and Odfavia, lifter to 
Auguftus, and, by his father Drufus, who died in Germa- 
ny, the grandfon of Livia Augulta, and confequently, pe- 
phew to Tiberiuu, brother to Gcrmanicus, and uncle to 
Cains. However, no'perfon imagined be would ever have 
attained to the fovereign power, till the* day he was veiled 
with for, being very fickiy during tlie whole time of 
his childhood and minority, he was fo weakened, both in 
his body and mind, that he was thought incapable of any 
public employment ; and, long after he was of age, kept 
under a governor, of whom he complained, in a book 
which he publiftied, as of a barbarous and unmannerly 
perfon, who had formerly been a groom, and was placed 
over him, on purpofe to plague and chaftife him upon every 
trivial occafion. 

His mother Antonia ufed to call him ‘‘ a human Defpifedby 
monfter, juft begun by nature, but never finilhed and, 
w hen fhe upbraided any oite with^duliicfs and ftupidity, her 
common expreflion was, ‘‘ You are as ftupid as my fon 
Claudius:” his grandmodier Livia could not endure him: 
his nephfew Caligula, wdien he had butchered many of his 
kindred, faved him for the purpofes of ridicule : he was 
held in the fame contempt by his lifter Livilla, by Au- 
guftus, and all his family IB): the kindeft w’oid AuguftuvS 

gave 

*" Goltz, p. 140. ^ Tacit. Annal. lib. iii. cap. i8. 


(B) Auguftus, appvifed of the 
weaknefs of his underftanding, 
honoured him with no other 
dignity but that of augur j and, 
in his laft will, mentioi^d him 
only amongft his third heirs, 
who were no-w»y related to 
him, and left him but a legacy 
of eight hundred fefterces. His 
uncle 'riberius honoured him 
with the confular ornaments, 
but never allowed him to dif- 
charge the office ofponful ; and, 
when the young prince impor- 
tuned him for lome real prefer- 
nuent, he fent him forty pieces 
of gold, againft the Saturnalia, 
nx fcafts of Saturp, to lay opt as 


be pleafed, in the Sigillaria; 
which was a kind of fair after 
the Saturnalia^ lafting feven 
days, and fo called from the 
little Images and puppets, in 
Latin, which were then 

fold. Upon this anfwer, Clau- 
dius, laying afide all bi^s of 
rifing to any confidwable em- 
ployment in the ftate, abandon- 
ed bimfclf to a . retired life, 
fpending his tune w’ith perfons 
much beloMT hss ran)^ cither in 
the gardens he bad in the fub- 
urbs” or at hit country-houfc in 
Campania, where he gave him- 
felf entirely up w gaming and 
drinking; diverfioiu ftduble to 

D d 4 
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g 4 *« him w^s, that of Mifellu*, Pooii*%’retcIi *, Being 
tbuf ci^ffpifcd and negletEted by his own relations, he be-^ 
carnc the jeft of the court, and was treated, even by the 
fr^edm^n of his nncle and nephew, with great djfrefpeft. 
He was not only deftitute of parts, but extremely timorous ; 
infomuch that there was no accident fo trivial, no man, 
\voman, Have, or child, fo contemptible, as not to frighten 
him j and, when frightened, he was altogether incapable 
of rcafoping* This timidity was owing to his education j 
fpr he was brought up adiong women and freedmen, and 
obliged, from his infancy, to depend entirely upon them, 
and fubn^it to their will and pleafure, without having any 
pafljons, or even difeernment, qf his own p. He declared, 
after he came to the tbrone,‘ that, in the reigns of Tibe- 
rius and Caiug, he had counterfeited folly, to efcape their 
cruelty ; but his condu£l: too plainly (hewed, that it was 
not alTumed, but rcaH. Suetonius taxes him with being 
naturally cruel, while others aferibe to his wives and freed- 
men the many executions, of which we fhall have occafion 
to fpeal^, ir^ the hiftory of his reign. Though he had many 
great faults, yet, when compared with Tiberius or Caius, 
he was not a bad emperor^. 

From his childhood he applied himfclf to the ftudy of the 
liberal fcicnces, and frequently gave public teftimonies of 
bis proficiency in them •. He arrived at no fmall perfeftion 
in oratory i and his difeourfe was not without elegance, 
when it was the refult of ftudy. He was weft (killed in 
the Latin and Greek tongues, wrote feveral books (C), and 

added 

® Suet, in Claud, cap. & f, p Dio, p. 665. q Suet, cap. 38. 

' Dio, lib. lx, p. 6S5. Aur. Vi^. cap. 4. s Suet. cap^. 

the low company he kept. How. did not take place, Tiberius al- 
ever, the fenat^, in confidera- leging againft his voting in the 
tionofhis high birth, enacted, fenate, the wcaknefs of his un- 
that he ftiould be added, above derftanding; and promifed to 
the limited niSmbee, to th« col- make good, at his private cx- 
lege of the priefts of Auguftus, pence, the lofles he had fullain.. 
into which none had ever been ed by fire. Ncverthelefs I’ibe* 
before edmirted but by lot; rlus, in his laft will, named him 
that a boufe belonging to him, amongft his heirs, and left him 
which bad been burnt down to a legacy of about two millions 
the grpund, (hould be rebuilt at of fcAerces ( i ) . 
the public charge ; and that he (C) At the perfuaflon of 
ft}Oujd have a vote in the feuat^ Livy, the celebrated hiftorian, 
and deliver his opinion among he wrote, in forty-three books, 
the confukrs. Biit this decree the hiftory of from the 

ft) Am* yiA, iiL n ?• 6 ^ 5 , ftiKtoa^eap. 9^ 

death 
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•ddcd tliree letters to the ancient alphabet « j which, how- 
ever, cojuinned in ufe no longer than his reign Seneca 
commends his works, and fpeaks of him as an cncourager 
of learning. He was tall and well-fliaped; but had fome<* 
thing very difagreeable in his mien, fomething very unbe- 
coming in his adion, which, together with his feeble voice 
and inarticulate pronunciation, is the chief fubjcd of Se- 
neca 8 railleries. Thefe defeds, as well as his ftammering, 

Caffius takes to be the 
effed of the infirmities to which he was fubied in his 
childhood and youth ^ ^ 

His wife, when he came to the empire, was Valeria Mef- HUvOvu 
lalina, his couiin. He had already by her a daughter, named 
Odtavia, who was afterwards married to Nero. Not many 
days after his acceflion to the empire, his wife Meflalina 
was delivered of a fon, named firft Claudius Tiberius Ger- 
manicus, and afterwards Britannicus Caefar^. By his fe- 
cond wife ^lia Petina, whom he divorced, he had a daugh-v 
ter called Antonia, whom be married firft to Pompeius 
Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, both defeended 
from illuftrious anceftors. His firft wife, Plautia Urgula* 
nilJa, brought him Drufus, and a daughter called Claudia, 
prufus loft his life at Pompeii before he was fourteen, bc^ 
iiig choaked by an apple, as already related. As for Clau- 
dia, though (he was born five months before he divorced 
her mother, yet he would not acknowlege her for his 
daughter ; but, fufpefting her to be the child of one of his 
freedmen called Boter, he caufed her to be ftripped naked, 
and to be expofed, after the divorce, before her mother's 
door ®. 


« Tacit. Ann. lib. iii cap. 3. « Senec.cap. 41. *Dio, 

cap. 60. p. 665. y Suet. cap. 17. » > Idem ibid. 

death of Csefar the diftator to had a particular effeem for the 
his own time. He publiihed Greektonguc,fpoke it fluently, 
alfo feven volumes of his own and wrote, in that language, 
life, which were wrote with the hiftory of the Tyrrhenians, 
more elegance than judgment in twenty books, and that of the 
(1) ; and a defence of Cicero Carthaginians, in eight. To 
againft the writings of Gallus, make thefe hiflories the more 
which, in the opinion of Sueto- famous, he added a new fchool 
nius, was a learned perform- to the old one at Alexandria, 
ance. His hiftoiy he recited calling it by bis own name, and 
io public, fubmitting it to the ordering bis two Greek hiflo- 
judgment of his aumtors. He ries to bAread in both fchools. 


(a) foet. cap. 41, 41, 
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Mcffalina, and Agrippina, whom he married after her 
death, bore an abfolute fway over Clandius, who acted un- 
der them more like a flave than a priiicte difpofing of ho- 
nours, governments, employments, and armies, as they and 
his freedmen, whofe power he made equal to his own, 
thought fit to direct. Amongd the latter, his chief favou- 
rites were, Poflides the eunuch, Felix, Harpocras, Poly- 
bius, and, above all, Narciflus and Pallas. To thefe \vc 
may add Calliftus, or, as others call him, Calixtus, a man 
of ' great art and addrefs : he was privy to the coirfpiracy 
againft Caius, and gained the favour of Claudius, by pre- 
tending that he had been commanded by Caius to poil'on 
him ; but had, under various pretences, deferred from day 
to day the execution of his orders Calixtus’s oirice was 
to receive the petitions which were prefeuted to the em- 
peror ; NarciiTus was his fecretary ; and Pcdlas had the 
w'holc mjftiagement of the finances. Thefe three divided 
the foyercign power amongft them Each of them was, 
according to Pliny**, richer than Craflus had ever been ; and 
pofTefiTed greater wealth than the emperor himfelf, who was 
told one day, as he complained of his poverty, that he 
would be rich enough if he could but prevail upon his 
freedmen to take him for their partner. Having premifed 
thus much in general concerning Claudius, and thofe who 
governed under him, we fliall novir refume the thread of 
our hiflory. 

The unexpe^led news of Caius’s death, M^hich M^as 
brought while the people were intent upon the Ihows, and, 
Ki an inftant, difFufed all over the city, occaficncd a gene- 
ral commotion. Upon the firft alarm, the deceafed empe- 
ror’s litter-men haftened, with their poles, to his refeue, and 
were immediately followe^^ by his German guards, named 
the Celtic band 5 who, finding Caius lying dead on the 
ground, and his body ftiockingly mangled, vented their 
rage on all they met, without examining whether they were 
privy to the confpiracy, or not ; and in this confufion were 
killed L. Afprepas, who jlHd been confiil three years before ; 
Norbanus, defeended from one of the moft i II u ft rious fa- 
milies in Rome ; Anteius, a fenator of great djftinftion j 
and feveral others, who came merely out of curiofity to 
know what truth was in the report- ChjCrea retired, before 
the emperor’i death wUs publicly known, to the houfe of 
Gcrmanicus, which was contiguous to the palace, and 

« Suet. c^p. *9. b Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 1. c Zonar. 
lib. V. Suet. cap. 28. ^fhn. lib, xxxiti, cap< 10. 
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there, with the chief of the confpirators, lay concealed, till 
the Germans, by whom Gains was extremely beloved, on 
account of his prodigality, had vented their fury. S'hc 
people, fufpe£l:ing Caius had caufcd the report of his death 
to be fpread abroad, on purpofe todifcover their fentiments, 
continued in the theatre, without taking any notice of,thc 
rumour; but they were greatly alarmed, when they found 
that the emperor^s guards had furrounded the theatre, and 
were ready to enter it fword in hand, to facrifice the whole 
multitude to the manes of their maifacred general. And 
this vengeance they defigned to take. In the firft tranfports 
of their rage ; but a public herald, appearing unexpectedly 
in the theatre, clad in deep mourning, after having pro- 
claimed the emperor’s death, commanded the people quietly 
to retire' to their refpe6tive houfes, and the foldiery to with- 
draw to their quarters, without raifing any farther difturb- 
ance. They all obeyed without hefitation ; fo that the tu- 
mult was foon appeafcd, and tranquility reftored to the city. 

Then the confuls, Q^Pomponius Secundus and Cn. Sen- The confuk 
tius Saturninus, having, at the head of the city-guards, who feisie tht 
were under their command, feized on the forum, and the 
Capitol, aflembled the fenate, in order to deliberate about 
the moll proper meafures to be taken in fo critical a junc- 
ture. While they were alTembled, both the populace and 
foldiery, whom Caius had gained with the immenfe Turns 
he diftributed amongfl: them, and the magnificent Ihows he 
exhibited almoll every day, cried aloud for vengeance. 

Thefe clamours fo terrified the fenate, that they were ready 
to pafs a decree, enabling, that the confpirators fhould be 
apprehended, and executed as traitors and enemies to their 
country ; wheii Valerius Afiaticus, a fenator of high qua- ralerims 
lity and reputation, rifing up, fpoke with great vchernence 
againll thefe meafures ; he commended the zeal of the brave xealofi 
patriots, who had delivered their country from fo cruel a confpi^ 
tyrant ; wilhing that the tyrant had fallen by his hand ; and ratars^ 
exhorted the fathers to defpife the clamours of the multi- 
tude. Thus animated, they, by an edia, which was or- 
dered to be read to the people, commanded them to return 
to their feveral employments, and the foldiery to keep 


within their camp. , , ^ ^ o • l 

Then the confjirators publicly owned the faa. Sent.us 
Saturninus, one of the confuls,, hav^ with great zeal and ^own the 
ardour difplayed the benefits of liberty, and miferies of ty- 
ranny, encouraged the fathers to refume their anient au- 
thority, and to begin the cxercife of that power, to which 

they a^one had a jift claim, by ““faring fuch honours 
fWrds on Chsprea, as the emmeot fcrvice he had «ndcr^ 



41 * 

TA / Jenati 
nfolvts to 
nfiorg 
JKome to 
ktr ancient 
Uberty^ 


rkefoU 

dierj find 
Claudius i 


end Mm 
Aim to the 
€emfi 


The Roman Hiftoty. 

the republic well deferyed. The fenatorSf thus encouraged^ 
agreed to reftorc Rome to her ancient liberty, and utterly 
to aboli(h the authority of the Caefars. They fpent all that 
day, and the following night, in deliberating on the mea- 
fures to be taken for bringing about fo great a change, with- 
out kindling a civil war within the very walls of the city \ 
but parted, after long and warm debates, without deter- 
mining upon any. When the fen ate rofe, Cheerea, whom 
they had appointed commander of the city-guards, went to 
the confuls for the parole, who gave him the word Liberty. 
No fuch honour had been paid to the confuls ever fincc the 
eflablifhment of the monarchy 

In the mean time, the foldiers in the camp took fuch 
meafures as utterly defeated thofc of the fenate. Claudius, 
who had been witn Caius a few minutes before he was mur- 
dered, and was retired to a room in the palace called Her- 
maum, upon the firft alarm of his death, hid himfelf be- 
hind the hangings in a dark corner of the palace, whence 
he heard the noife of the foldicry, and faw fome of the 
German guards pafs, with the head of Afprenas, which 
they carried in triumph. This fight increafed his fright to 
fuch a degree, that he continued motionlefs in the fame 
place, fcarce daring to breathe, through fear of being dif- 
covered, till a common foldier, running about the palace in 
queft of plunder, perceived his feet, and dragged him from 
bis hiding-place. Claudius, not doubting tnat the foldier 
defigned to murder him, threw himfelf on the ground, and 
begged for mercy \ which the foldier, finding .who he was, 
not only granted, but faluted him emperor, and carried 
him to his comrades, who, at his infiigation, honoured him 
with the fame title* They then placed him in a chair, and 
carried him upon their (bqulders to the camp, the people, 
who imagined they were conveying him to execution, la- 
menting bis misfortune ; for he had hitherto done nothing 
that could deferve any man’s hatred. 

He was joyfully received in the camp \ ^but, being natu- 
rally timorous, pafied the night in no fmall apprthenfion ^ 
He was inclined to refufe the -empire } but king Agrippa, 
who had juft interred the body of Caius, hearing the army 
defigned to raife Claudius to the fovereign power, encou- 
raged him to embrace the prefent opportunity •, and, leav- 
ing him in that refoli^on, returned home. The foldiery, 
convinced that the Mie couUi not kmg fubfift without an 
emperor, and reflc£iiiig> that it would prove far more ad- 

u Jofeplu lib. xix. cap. r, & a. jSucr. in Calig. cap. 55^. 

Pioj lib. U. p. 4S4. ' Suet, in Claud, cap. 10* 
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vantageous for them to give, than to receive a fovereirn, iwlun tit 
the very next day, the twenty-fifth of January, took an oath /MUy 
of allegiance to Claudius, who promifed them fifteen fcf- 
terccs a man He was the firft emperor, as Suetonius 
obferves, who diftributed money to the foldiers upon his Jp 
acceifion to the empire ; but his example was followed* by 
moft of his fucceflbrs. The people, who had expreffed rhitiohU 
great joy upon the hopes of recovering once more their an* jointhiM* 
cient privileges, no fooncr heard that Claudius was declared ditty, 
emperor by the army, than they approved, with loud ac- 
clamations, what had been done in the camp, and openly 
declared, that they had rather obey one prince than many 
tyrants. The fenate, however, perfifted in their former rc- 
folution of aflerting the public liberty, and were even for 
making war againft Claudius ; but growing cooler, on ac- 
count of the differences that arofc amongft them, and not 
being able to come to an agreement, they fent for king 
Amppa, to advife with him in the prefent emergency. 

The king, appearing in the fenate dreffed and perfumed, 
as if he had not been out of his houfe that day, aiked what 
was become of Claudius, as if he fufpcdled him to have 
been murdered together with his nephew. The fenate in- ^ht fenatt 
formed him of what had pafled, to which he pretended to 
be an utter ftranger, and, at the fame time, afleed his ad- "^^ripptu 
vice. The king protefled, that he was ready to facrifice ^ 
his life to the glory of the fenate, and to the public li- 
berty ; but, neverthclefs, ftarting innumerable difficulties, 
and exaggerating the dangers and evils of a civil war, he 
artfully endeavoured to deter them from having rccourfe to 
arms. He told them, that, in his opinion, they were not 
in a condition to oppofe the praetorian guards ^ and diere- 
fore advifed them rather to fend a deputation to Claudius, 
intreating him not to accept of the empire. This embafly 
he offered to take upon himfelf. The fenate thanked him Adtputa* 
foe bis zeal, accepted his offer, and difpatchcd him the ^ 

fame day to the camp, with two tribunes of the people, Vc- ^-»*«*^* 
ranius and Bruchus. The tribunes conjured Cjaudius to 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate and peq>le ; reminded 
him of the evib tnd calamities which the republic had fuf- 
fered under the former tyrants; afiTured him, that the fe- 
nate had refolvcd, at all events, to atteinpt the recovery of 
their ancient privileges ; and eameftly intreated him icri- 
oufly to refied pn the calamities attending a civil war, and 
the unb^i^y end of Cains* 


% Jo^h, ABtii|. liU six* . wp« h ^ •• 
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te iinpr^on^ll^r 

^ hatnrally dosorous 5 *l«it Apip^ 

bim to.ferze 

i^-t acjfi3^!c#:ito the fear»j,per* 
|an4 k^e£^ii»Oft''of diefebatei; . aad exhorted.dl;M!i^^ 
le idrA-witii"^ return aaaii- 

an emperor. Claudius..|^ 
m^vXrCt- Agrippa^ whicfc.«ccatfioned great 
m ib. dieicity^ the feriatc declar^gy' that they were dc^^. 

aVcivil iw^ar thah fubmit to the will of 
declaring war ; and actor d-s 
in^:0au^^^4>^ng acquaimed with their refolution, bc- 
' in a to re^ force with force. 

lacan^me tjie^ec^le^ ftirrounding thp place where 
it|ieifonate wj |8 affen^ed, dema'nded with threats an.em- 
fjbmri Jotfdly declaring, that they would never acknowlege 
^oaathority the Cenatc. I'his declaration frightened the 
^hefs to inch a degree, that they immediately feparated ; 
biat riie confujs fummoned them to meet again next morn- 
ing; b^ore break of day. Only a final I number obeyed the; 
ftmrinons, ftarce a hundred perfons, the reft being either 
retired into the country, or keeping clofe in their hpufes, ’ 
through fear of being infulted by the’populace. * J 

j SST^ile the fenators were d.elil^rating\^w to-fruftratefh#< 
lefigna of ^ff^iusj the city guards, the only troops thif . 
^i^d thc^fonatc, jmning the populace,, begaa to exclajj^ii . 

th5i^^^e«atftWj^,^kov?hatimeafuresihey thoughtprppefi 

but obedience tononph^ 

OU ehipc#f;^^.Tbis defe^ion put an end to the jdcli^r;atlpbii 
of the fenatc'i' all tbc»ights of li)^ty werc, hiid afidp, aod 
Claudius, witfetshet faluted emperor 

{DJ. After this deitaaratioh the fonators haftened to tbe, 
'•A'.’ .c^mpv- 

p))' Several porfims were ^inucianus and the other*, ce^ 

? all better ^ahfiisci fed to folrcit for ’ 

: jQlaudid*','^ ^r '>^hi^f high knew they c5ukI 

A^piua .Mi-, enjoy... ,Ch^r^ 

/Suciaiifijs or y,iriirimiuji,'' Vale* ^>if^hiS'p 6 ia'er>to p^ut a - 

; Afisftjchsi^^*^to be^ d^rrionof'#iploldic^^^ ^ 
iboth., privy to the codfpiracy ho purpofe; for while, 

■ ^giinif Ciaiu*, ?ud, Camilius encouraging the few ; 

' Scflbdfttanus, whOre^OJn^^^ .^e tft^ined ,t^werrtbi5ipletram 
following year." In the mean 'fhe defence of their liberties, 
time the gladiators, on whom inftcad of liftenihg to him, they 
the fenate chiefly relied, and took up their (huhlard*, and, 
the city-guards, went over in marching fword in hand out of 
crouds to Claddius; fo that the city, joined^ their comrades 
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camp, each of them ftriving to be the foremoft in paying 
his court to the new prince. The foldiery received them 
with infults, wounded fome, and would have killed the con- 
ful Pomponius Secundus, who had been the moft ftrenuous 
of all in the caufe of liberty, had they not been reflrained 
by Claudius, who received him with the greateft tokens.of 
refpecf, and placed him next to himfelf 

Claudius, being declared and acknowleged emperor, left Y*** Ph 
the camp, accompanied by the fenate and praetorian guards ; a 
and, entering the city in triumph, offered a foleinn facrifice u. C. 7^*0. 

in the Capitol, as a ihankfgiving to the gods, who had thus 

raifed him to the empire. Then he withdrew to the palace, 
where he immediately fiimmoned a council to deliberate on 
his condudi with refpedl: to thofe who had murdered Caius. 

Pie fecretly approved of the action, but as he thought it 
nearly concerned all princes, that the death of one flioiild 
not pats unrevenged, with the advice of his friends he cauf- 
cd the brave Chssrea (E), with Lupus, and, a few more, to 
be condemned and executed ; but pardoned the red, and, 
amonglt them, Cornelius Sahinus, though he had acled a rotors, pia 
chief purr in the murder of Caius ; but the brave tribune, tudiath* 
grieved for the death of his friend Chasrea, and fcorning to 
out-live him, laid violent hands on himfelf. After thefc ex- 
amples were made, the emperor palled an of oblivion 
with refpe^l to all that had been tranfaded in the fenate, 
from the death of Caius to the time of his accelHon to tlie 
empire, and obferved it fo ltri(ftly, that he even railed thofe 
to the lirft employments vi^ho bad been the moll fanguine 
in the caufe of liberty. 

The fenate immediately decreed Claudius all the honours Infiancesttf 
which they had coriferied on other emperors; but he mo- Claudius's 
deftly declined the greater part of, them, and forbad anyone (/f. 

h Jof. Antiq. lib. *ix. cap. i, & ». Dio, p. 666. Suet, in Claud, 
cap. lo. 

In the camp of the prastorlan tinued protefting, that they 
guards. The fenare, feeing would rather fall by their own 
themlelves thus abandoned by bands than fubmit to Claudius 
all their troops, were forced to (i). 

join the people and foldiery, (E) Chxrca died with the 
and declare Claudius emperor; conftancy ot a true hero; but 
which they did accordingly. Lupus betrayed great marks or 
decreeing him, at the fame fear, notwithftanding the illuf* 
tlme, all the titles annexed to trious example he nad before 
the imperial dignity,^ How- his eyes, 
ever, Chaerea and Sahinus con- 

(I jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 3 . Dio,p. 


to 
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to pay him diTinc worftiip, or ftylo him a god. Having a 
few days after he was declared emperor, married his daugh- 
ter Antonia to Cn. Pompeius, he would not fuffer the peo- 
ple to make any public rejoicings on that occafion, nor even 
on his own birth-day, or on the anniverfary of his accelFion 
to«the empire *. He no fooner began to exercife the au- 
^ thority with which he was vefted, than he fupprefled the 
law of majefty, which, under the two preceding emperors, 
had proved fatal to Rome. At the fame time he recalled all 
the exiles, cafed the people of the tributes with which Caius 
had loaded them, prohibitctl fuch as had any relations of 
their own, however diftant, to name him among their heirs ; 
reftored the eftates which had been unjuftly feized by 
Tiberius and Caius to the owners, or their heirs ; and or- 
dered all the ftatues, which Caius had caufed to be brought 
to Rome from Greece, and other countries, to be reftored to 
the cities whence they had been taken (F). With thefe, and 
Js behvid innumerable other in ftances of his clemency, juftice, and 
h thepeo^ affability, he gaftied (he hearts of the people to fuch a de- 
gree, that, upon a groundlefs report of his being aflaflinated, 
they raifed dreadful diftuibances in the city, calling the 
foldiers traitors, the fenate parricides, and loading with 
curfes and imprecations all whom they fufpeded to have 
been acceflary to his death. The tumult continued till the 
magiftrates aiTured the people from the roftra, that Clau- 
, dius was only gone to Oftia, whence he would return in a 
Ihort time S 

His timers 2eal which the people teftified on this, and fevcral 

BM/nefi. other (^cafions, for his fafety, was not fufficient to cure 
his natural timidity. His friends could not prevail upon 
him, during the fitft month of his reign, to appear in the 
i'enate, bccaufc Csefar, the diftator, had been murdered 
there. He caufed all whom he admitted to his prefence, 
to be firft (^tefully fcarched, left they fliould have fome 

^Dio, p. 667. S69. Suet, in Ciaod. cap. IS* 

(F) When news of C»IigulaV right to difpofe of the empire 
death reached Gaul, feveral as the praetorian guards: but 
perfons of diffin^ion in that Galba reje6led their offer with 
province folicited Servian Sul- indignation; a refufal which fb 
pftitfs (^ba, who coramittdcKl CkmditM, that be re- 

M theighme, eofeizettieroTe- celved hhti into die nuifiber of 
mgnty kir himfelf. The le- his iofliiiaae friends, and ever 
gions offered to fuppoat Mm, after Ihen^ a particular affeo 
thinking they had as good* a tiotiforliiM (t)« 

(ft) Sttct. kt Oatb* eap. y. 
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Nyeapon concealed under their garments. It was a long 
time before he could, be perfuaded to excufe women, and 
even children, from being examined in a very rude and un- 
becoming manner. At public entertainments he was con- 
ftantly furrounded by his guards, whom he alfo obliged to 
attend him at table, dillrufting the domeftics even of. his 
moft intimate friends. , He never failed to vi fit in perfon 
fuch of the fenators as were indifpofed ; blit always fent his 
guards before to fcarch every corner of the houfe Thefe 
unncceflary and ridiculous precautions did not render him 
fo contemptible in the eyes of the multitude as the weak- 
nefs and want of judgement which he betrayed in the admi- 
nittration of judice. He was totally unqualified for that 
office, but neverthelefs could not be prevented from hearing 
and deciding the moft intricate caufes } which ferved only 
to expofe him to public derifion, and often to infults, which 
he bore with incredible patience (G). 

In the firft year of his reign he enlarged the kingdom of 
Agrippa, by the addition of Judxa and Samaria, which had 
been formerly pofl'efl'ed by his grandfather Herod the Gre.it. 
To his brother Herod he gave the principality of Chalcis,at 
the foot of Mount Libanus ; and granted to both the privi- 
lege of entering the fenate, allowing Agrippa to appear 
there with confular, and Herod with prtetonan, ornaments'". 
He alfo reftored Mithridates, the Iberian, to bis kingdom, 
Mithridates, the Cilician, to the kingdom of Bofporus, .•’.nd 
Antiochus to that of Comagent : all thefe princes had been 
uniuftlv deprived of their dominions by Cams. Scon after 
his accelTion to the empire he recalled his two nieces, Agrip- 
pina and Julia, from the ifland of Pmitia, to which they 
Ld been confined by their brother Cams ; but his wife, 
MelTalina, who governed him wish an abfolute fway, jealous 
of the power which Julia alTumed, prevailed upon him to 
fend he? back to the place of her former 
pretence that fhe was guilty of adultery, feve 1 other 

crimes which by the envious Meflahna were '-i*'’ 
crimes, wnien uy celebrated Seneca had his 

charge, but never proved, me ccitoraLcu 

1 Suet, in Claud, cap. 35. 

Dio, p 670. 

(G) Suetonius relates, that 
a Greek pleading one day before 
him, not only reproached him 
with ignorance, but called him 
to his face an old fool ; and that 


« jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 4. 

a Roman knight, thinking him- 
felt wronged by him, had the 
boldnefs to throw his penknife 
at him, which wounded him in 
the cheek {3). 


(3) Suet, in Claud, cap* 15. 
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fharc in the misfortunes of the unhappy princefs, being, after 
his qu2eftor£hip, banithed to the iifiand of Corfica, upon a 
groundlefs fufpicion of a criminal converfation with her. 

This year the Romans gained fome advantages over the 
Mauritanians, who had taken arms to revenge the death of 
Ptolemy, their king, barbaroufly aflaflinated by Caius’s or- 
ders About the fame time Sulpitius Galba overcame the 
Catti, and P. Gabinius Secundus obtained a victory over 
the Marfi, two German nations. Gabinius, after his vic- 
tory, bad the good fortune to difcover, and bring back with 
him to Rome, one of the eagles which the Germans had 
taken upon the defeat of Varus. For thefe vi^fories Clau- 
dius affumed triumphal ornaments, and the title of emperor. 
Gabinius defeated likewife the Chauci, another German 
nation, and was allowed by Claudius, on account of his 
gallant behaviour on that occahon, to aflunie the furname 
of Chauci US®. 

In the following year, Claudius entered upon his fecond 
coufuldiip, having for his colleague C. Largus ; but held 
it only for two months : to whom he refigned the fafetSy 
we are no where told. Largus continued conful to the end 
of the year. The emperor, when he firft aflembled the fe- 
nate in quality of conful, caufed the fenators to bind tbem- 
felves by a folemn oath, to obferve all the laws of Auguftus, 
and rook the fame oath himfelf ; but would not allow any 
of the magillrates or fenators to lay themfelves under any 
obligation with regard to his own laws. This year, the 
Mauritanians were again defeated by Suetonius Paulinus, 
who extended his conquetts to the river Niger, which fc- 
parates Africa from Ethiopia. Cn. Hofidius Geta, fuc- 
ceeding Paulinus in the command of the Roman troops in 
Africa, gave Salabes, the, Mauritanian general, twm great 
overthrows ; which obliged the whole country to fubmit to 
the yoke. Claudius divided the kingdom of Mauritania 
into two provinces, the Ca:fariana and the Tingit^.na ; the 
former being fo called from Csefar, a name at that time 
common to all the emperors 9 and the latter from Tingis, 
the metropolis of that province. Both thefe provinces were, 
by the appointment of Claudius, governed by Roman 
knights. This year Claudius caufed a law to be pafled, 
commanding, that thefe who were appointed by the fen ate 
to th^ governrnent of provinces, fliould depart from Rome 
before the beginning of April 9 but the year following he 
allowed them to remain in Rome till the middle of that 
month. At the fame time he publilhed an edift, forbid- 

n Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 8. Dio, p. 670. ** Suet, in Claud, 

cap. a4. 
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rling tiiofe whom he fhould charge with the government of 
provinces to return him thanksj as was cuftomary, in the 
fenate, fince they owed no obligations to him ; while he, 
on the contrary, was greatly indebted to them for eafing 
him of part of his burden p. 

The great famine which raged this year at Rqme, Claudtus 
prompted Claudius to undertake the forming of a large and ^ . 

convenient haven at the mouth of the liber; which work 
he happily completed, though Crcfar the dictator, if fome the^Tibtr, 
miftake has not crept into Suetonius, had many years be- 
fore attempted it in vaiti. It was an undertaking, fays 
Dio CafRus, worthy of the grandeur of the Roman empire: 
but the fuccefTors of Claudius were not able to maintain it ; 
fo that, foon after his death, it was filled with fand, and 
became entirely ufclefs the fame time, Ckmdius un- 

dertook the dr.Viningof the lake Fucinus in the country of 
the Marfi, and the conveying of its waters, by a deep canal. 

Into the Tiber, or rather the Liris ; in which work he em- 
ployed thirty thoufaiul men for eleven years, but to no 


cfFe£l. . ^ , 1 

This year Mefialina and Claudiuses freedmen began to 
abufc the prince’s wcaknefs, and the too great power he al- 
lowed them, to the dellruclion of fuch ol the nobility as 
gave them umbrage, or incurred their difplealure, ihe 
firft who fell by their treachery M'as Appiiis Silanus ^ per- 
fon of great dillinclion and known integrity. He lull 
married Emilia Lepida, grand-ciaiightcr of Juha the 
daughter of Augutlus, and h-.d by her L. Junius S.Ianus, 
to whom Claudius had betrothed his daughter Odavia : 
upon the death of Emilia Lepida, which happened this year, 
Claudius, who confidered Silaiius as his intimate 
perfuaded him to marry Uomitia Lepida, mother of is 
own wife MefTalina ; but, to his great misfortune, the em- 
prefs, whofe lewdnefs knew no bounds, fell m love with h m 
herfelf, and was not afliamed to difclofe her paflion. tula- 
nus rejefted, with the utmoft indignation, her 
folicititions; a repulfe which 

sree. that Ihe refolved upon his rum, and efletled it, with 
fh kffiftance of the fre^dman Narciirus. in t - fo«.^‘ng 
manner: NarcilTus ruihed into Claudius s 

morning by break dreamed Sila- 

empyor, who was ftill ^ Meflalina, as 

nus defigned to murder him that very aay 

had been agreed on between them, j aflured 

freedman’s account with lurprize and amazement, allured 
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q Suet, in Claud- cap. %o. 


P Dio, lib. lx. p. 671. 
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tlie emperor, that (he had been, for feveral nights togethet’, 
alarmed with the fame dream. In the mean time Silanus# 
who had been, told the day before, that he was to wait 
upon the emperor at that hour, fuddenly came in ; and his 
appearance fo terrified Claudius, that, without any farther 
enquiries, he commanded him to be immediately feized, 
and executed. The fame day he acquainted the fenate with 
what had pafled, and was not aftiamed publicly to return 
thanks to his freedman for watching over his fafety, even in 
his deep (H). 

The death of Silanus alarmed the nobility, who, finding 
their lives and eftates precarious under a weak prince, en- 
tirely governed by his wife and freedmen, refolved, by his 
death, to deliver themfclves from the dangers with which 
they were threatened. Annim^Vinicianus, or, as Jofephiis 
calls him, Minucianus, a principal a£l:or in the murder of 
Caius, and, after his death, had been, by the fenate, judged 
equal to the empire, was at the head of the conlpiracv, 
and drew into it Furius Camillus Scribonianus, governor of 
Dalmatia, who had been conful ten years before, and with 
him a great number of knights and fenators. Camillus, 
who w'as at the head of a powerful army, openly ^avowed 
his defigii ; and, by afluring his troops under his command, 
that he had nothing in view but to reftore Rome to her 
ancient liberty, perfuaded them to take an oath of allegiance 
to him. At the fame time, being well acquainted with 
Claudius’s timorou temper, he wrote a letter to him, filled 
with reproaches, and threatening him with a cruel death, 
if he did not immediately refign the empire, and, retiring 
to a private life, fave him the trouble and expence of mak- 


* Sueton. in Claud, cap. 37. Dio, p. 674. Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. 


cap. 37. 

(H) Suetonius tells us, that 
the poor unmanly wretch was, 
at the lead: apprehenfion ot dan- 
ger, eafily put upon the mod 
cruel and fanguinary precau- 
tions^ fear getting the better of 
his reafon and temper. When 
returned to himfelf, he often 
teftified great grief and concern 
for the executions which he 
had commanded in a fudden 
fright, without knowing what 
he did or faid ; nay, he fre- 


quently enquired what was be- 
come of thofe perfons who had 
been executed by his order : he 
fometimes fent to invite them 
to dine with him the next day, 
and was under the utmoft con- 
cern when informed of their 
death, proteftiiig, with tears in 
his eyes, that he had given no 
fuch orders (i). Thusw’afi his 
whole life governed by fears, 
and bis fears were influenced by 
his wives and freedmen. 


(i) Sueton. in Claud, cap. 37—39. 



4^1 


The Roman Hiftory. 

ing war againfi: him. The emperor, terrified by this letter, 
aflembled, in the utmoft cpnfternation, his friends, to de- 
liberate whether he fhould refign the fovereign power to 
Camillus : but he was foon delivered from his fears ; for 
Camillus’s foldiers, not being able, by fome ftrange acci- 
dent, to remove their enfigns, when they were ordered to 
march out and meet their new emperor, began, uppn that 
omen, to repent of their revolt ; and being perfuaded that 
the gods difapproved of it, fell upon their officers, and cut 
moft of them in pieces. Camillus himfclf efcaped to the 
ifland of Ilia, on the coaft of Dalmatia, where he was 
ftabbed, in the arms of his wife Junia, by a common fol- 
dier named Volaginus, after be had borne the title of em- 
peror five days ®. 

Upon his death, moft of the confpirators, and among 
the reft Vinicianus, deftroyed themfelves : fome were feized 
and executed ; and others, by purchafing with large fums 
the favour of Meftalina, and the emperor’s freed men, never 
were enquired after ; while many innocent knights and fe- 
nators were, under colour of being concerned in the con- 
fpiracy, ftripped of their eftates by the rapacious Mcffiilina 
and Narciffus, and either fentinto banilhmenr, or executed 
without mercy. The courage and refolution of Arria is 
celebrated by moft of the ancient writers : fhe was wife 
of Caecina Paetus, of confular rank, M^bo, having joined 
Camillus, was feized in Dalmatia, and fent to be tiieti at 
Rome. Arria being, by the inercilefs loidiers, denied the 
fatisfadlion of attending her hufband in the fame vcftcl, 
followed him in another; and, arriving at Rome^ thire 
publicly reproached Junia, the wife of Camillus, with want 
of courage, and conjugal afFedlion, in living alter flic had 
feen her hufband inhumanly rjurdered in her arms. Her 
friends, concluding from thence, that Ihe was rclolved not 
to outlive her hufband, watched her day and night ; but 
ihe, to convince them that all their precautions were to no 
elFe6f, beat her head againft the wall with lueh vioienre, 
that her friends believed her dead. However, Ihe rt/co- 
vered ; but finding ilie could not, with all her intc'cli (ior 
ihe was in great favour with MeiTalina), favc her hnlbaiul, 
and that he had not the courage to HII by his own hand, 
ihe took a dagger, plunged it into her own breaft, urn], 
pulling it out again, prefented it to her huiband, laying, 
“ Non dolef, I don’t feel if.” Otho, fj^therto the 
peror of that name, being appointed the fucccHor ot Ca- 


■ Sueton. in Claud, cap. 13. 
Tacit. Hift. lib. ii- cap. 75. 


Dio, p. 674- Pfi«* bb. iii. epift. 16. 
t Plin. lib. iii. epift. 16. 
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millus, in the Command of the troops in Dalmatia, ordered 
all thofe foldiers to be put to death who had any concern 
in the murder of their officers, although he well knew that 
Claudius had approved of what they had done. His beha- 
viour, on this occafion, difpleafed the emperor i but Otho 
foon regained his favour by difeovering a confpiracy formed 
againil him by a Roman knight, who was convi£l:ed and 
thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock, by a fentence of 
the confuls and tribunes of the people 

The following year, Claudius was the third time conful, 
having for his colleague L. Vitellius, the fecond time conful. 
At this period Claudius deprived the Lycians of their liber- 
ty, to terminate the differences that reigned amongft them, 
and to punifh them for having, in a tumult, put fome Ro- 
man citizens to death Iheir country was added to the 
province of Pamphylia *. Meffalina, abufing the abfolute 
fway (he had over her w’^eak hufband, perfuaded him, by her 
malicious infinuations, firft toput to death his niece Julia, 
the daughter of Gcrmanicus, whom he had banifhed the 
year before to the illand of Pontia ; and afterwards Julia the 
daughter of Drufus, and grand-daughter o’f Tiberius : fhe 
was likewife niece of Claudius, being the daughter of his 
fifttr Livilla. They were both condemned arid executed, 
fays iSuetonius, without being allowed to defend themfelves, 
though no perfon could prove the chaige that was brought 
againft them. However, the latter Julia well deferved, on 
another account, the fate that overtook her ; for flic was 
chiefly inflrumental, as we have related before, in the ruin 
of her hufband Nero, the fon of Germanicus. When Clau- 
dius quitted his confulfliip, the fenate decreed him trium- 
phal ornaments; which induced him to engage in fome en- 
terprize, that might entitle him to a real triumph. The 
theatre he chofe for his warlike exploits was Britain, at that 
time haraffed with civil wars. 

Beric, a Britifh prince, having been expelled from the 
ifland by a contrary Ta£lion, repaired to Rome, and im- 
plored the affiftance of Claudius, who rcfolved to reflore 
him, and even to make a conqueft of the country. With 
this view be ordered A. Plautius into Britain, with the le- 
gions that w^ere under his command in Gaul. The legions 
at firfl: relufed to embark in an expedition to* a country 
which they confidered as a diftintt world : but the mutiny 
was at length appeafed by the difcreiion and addrefs of 
Plautius, who fhipped them at Gefforiacum, now Boulogne, 

“ Sueton. in 0 th. w Sucton. cap. 25. * Dio, 

p. 676. . " 
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and landed on the coaft of Kent without oppofitlon : for 
the brothers, Oara£lacus and rogadumnus, who ruled the 
Cattivellauni, and had expelled Beric, chief of the Dobuni, 
were adually prepared to give the Romans a warm recepl 
tion ; but being informed of the mutiny among the legions, 
they retired from the fea-fide, and thus afforded an oppor- 
tunity to Plautius of landing unmolefted. This general ad- 
vanced by the fame route which Julius Caefar had formerly 
taken, as far as the river Thames, which he eroded, and in 
Oxfordfhire defeated the brothers in two fuccellive battles. 
OaraiSf acus, after a third unfuccefsful effort, retreated along 
the banks of the river Thames, and another battle enfuing 
in the neighbourhood of London, his brother was (lain, 
and his army routed with great daughter. Plautius having 
given the emperor notice of the progrefs he had made, 
Claudius immediately embarked at Ofiia in the latter end 
of July, for Marfeilles, and marching by land to Bolougnc, 
where he took fhipping, landed, with a confidcrable rein- 
forcement, at the Portus Rutapinus, now called Sand- 
wich. He forthwith proceeded to the banks of the 'I hames, 
on which Plautius was encamped, and the forces being 
joined, croffed the river in the face of the Britons, who 
<lirputed his paflage with great bravery. From thence he 
advanced into the country of the Trinobantes, and took 
their capital Camulodunum, now called Malden, in Effex. 

All the Belgic Britons fubmitted ; but Cara£facus (fill kept 
the field at the head of the Cattivellauni : Claudius having 
difarmed thofe that fubmitted, and reduced a good number 
of petty {fates to obedience by force of arms, was faluted 
imperator by the legions ; and the vanquiflied Britons 
■eredfed temples to him, ranking him among the number 
of their deities. Thus loaded with glory, which he owed 
entirely to the valour and corlducf of his general, he re- 
turned to the continent, after having ftayed lixteen days in 
Britain. He entered Italy on the fide of Lombardy, and 
embarking at the mouth of the Po, returned by fea to Rome, 
in the confulfhip of L. Q^intiue Crifpinus, and M. Statilius 
^I'aurus; having been abfent about fix months 1 he fe- 
nate decreed him a triumph, with the furnamc of Britan- iri- 
nicus to him and his fon ; befides two triumphal arches, umph. 
one at Rome, and the other in Gaul, on the fpot where he 
embarked for Britain. Farther, to encourage the emperor 
and his lieutenants to purfue their conqueffs, they decreed, 
that all the treaties made by them Ihould have the fame 
force as if made by the fenate and people of Rome . Clau- 

y Dio, p. €Z 9 . Suet, in Claud. * Dio, p. 680, & feq. 

V f A dius. 
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dius> afrer his triumph, reftored to the fathers the pro^ 
vinces of Achaia and Macedon, which thenceforth began 
to be governed again by proconfuls ^ He likewife ho- 
noured M. Julius Cottius, prince of the Alps called Cottiae, 
with the title of king, and enlarged his barren territories j 
butdeprived the Rhodians of their liberty for crucifying fome 
Roman citizens, yet he reftored it to them nine years after, 
in the fifty-third year of the Chriftian aera. 

The next confuls were M. Vinicius,whom Claudius raifed 
to that dignity, though he had caufed his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Geimanicus, to be put to death, and T. Stati- 
Some nvi/e Jius Taurus Corvinus. As the city was filled with ftatues, 
ordwances Claudius ena£l:ed a law, forbidding any new ones to be 
ofUau- ereded within the walls of Rome, without the confent of 
^***'^’ the fenate ; and, at the fame time, ordered many that were 
already raifed to be taken away. He punifhed with great 
feverity fome governors of provinces, who had been guilty 
of opprellion 5 and enaded feveral wholefome laws for 
bringing fuch to juftice as ftiould, for the future, be guilty 
of the fame peculation ; ordering all governors to return to 
Rome when the time of their command expired, toanfwer 
the complaints that might be brought againft them. The 
prerogative of granting leave to fenators to travel out of 
Italy, which Auguftus had lodged in the fenate, he claimed 
himfelf, and obliged the fenate to confirm by a decree. 
rtniciu^ In the following confulate of Valerius Afiaiicus and M. 
foifonedhy Junius Silanus, died M. Vinicius, brother-in-law to Clau- 
MeJJahua. being poifoned by MefTalina. He was a man of a 

mild temper, and lived retired, interefting himfelf only in 
. the affairs of his family; but, to his misfortune, the lewd 

Meflalina conceived a violent paftlon for him, and poifoned 
him, becaufe he could not, by any folicitations, be prevail- 
ed upon to injure Claudius***. Afinius Callus, the fon of 
Agrippina, Tiberius’s firft wife, confpired this year againft 
the emperor, with a defign to feize the fovereign power; 
OaudluCs but the plot being difeovered, Claudius only condemned 
llemency, him to banilhment, as a perfon from whom he had nothing 
to apprehend. He was of a very low ftature, ill-fliaped, 
deformed, ugly, and fo i'ncon fide rate, that he bad afpired 
to the fovereignty, though deftitute of friends and money, 
upon the bare fuppofition, that he Ibould be immediately 
acknowleged by the people on account of his noble de- 
feent. This generous behaviour in Claudius was highly 
commended by perfons of all ranks ; and no lefs pleafing to 
♦ the Romans was the decree which he pafled in the fenate. 


a Suet. cap. 15. 


b Dio, p. 683. Suet. lib. v. cap* * 3 - 
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forbidding freedmen to appear in judgement againft their 
patrons, and empowering their former mailers to deprive 
them of their liberty, and bring them back to the chain, 
when they proved ungrateful, or gave any juft motive of 
complaint. 

Next year Claudius was conful the fourth time with Lu- 
cius Vitellius, the third time conful ; but after two months 
the emperor refigned that dignity, and took upon him the 
office of cenfor, choofing for his colleague Inuins Vitellius 
already conful, who, as we have obftrved, pc^lilfltd a won- 
derful talent for flattery (I). In the dilcharge of this im- 
portant office, Claudius performed fonie thin ;»;s highly com- 
mendable, but in others gave fuch inftauces of wcakntfs, 
and w^ant of uncierftanding, as expofed him to public e’eri- 
fion. He publifhed above twenty edidls in one day, moft 
of them trilling and ridiculous fK). 

This year w'as remarkable for the death of feveral perfons 
of great diftindlion, whom Claudius, at the inlligation of 
Meflalina, caufed to be executed. Cn. Pompeius Magnus, 


(I) He left no method un- 
tried, fays Suetonius, to infi- 
nuate himfelf into the favour of 
Claudius: obferving him en- 
tirely addlcled to his wife Mef- 
falina, and his freedmen, he 
begged of the former, as the 
greateft favour flie could beftovv 
upon him, that flie would grant 
him the honour of pulling off 
her flioes. Meffallna highly 
pleafed to fee a man of his qua- 
lity and parts proud of that of- 
fice, granted him his requeft ; 
and Vitellius, the firft time he 
difeharged his honourable em- 
ployment, carried away one of 
her fiioes, and wore it conftantly 
in his bJlom, not being alhamed 
to pull it out in public, and of- 
ten kifs ir. The golden images 
ot Pallas and Narciffus, the em- 
peror’s favourite freedmen, he 
worlhipped among his houlhold 
gods. When Claudius enter- 
tained the people with the fecu- 
Jai- games, fo called, becaufe 
I hey were exhibited but once 


in a century, his compliment to 
him was, “ Sa?pe facias! may 
you many times exhibit thefe 
fports !” Not only Claudius, 
who was a weak prince, but his 
wives and freedmen, were fo 
enchanted with the grofs and 
fulfome flattery ot this tawniug 
flave, that they nut only raiicd 
him to the firfl employments in 
the empire, but likewlfe pro- 
moted his two fons, whom he 
had the fatisfaeftion to fee con- 
fuls in the fame year, the one 
fucceeding the other. His el- 
der fon was afterwards raifed to 
the empire (U. 

(K) By one of them, for in- 
ftance, he warned the fenate and 
people to take care, that their 
wine-veffels were well pitched, 
fince there was that year great 
plenty of grapes; by another 
he acquainted them, that the 
juice of the yew-tree was the 
heft remedy againft the fting ot 
a viper. 


(i) Sueton. in Vitell 
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who had married Antonia, the emperor’s eldefl dauglitcr, 
fell the firft. He was of an illuftrious family^ but not de- 
fcended from Pomp^y the Great. His credit with the 
prince, his high rank, and extraordinary parts, by giving 
umbrage to Meflalina, occcafioned his ruin. He was con-- 
dcmned, and had his head cut off by a foldier fcnt for that 
purpofc, without even knowing that he was accufed : fo 
great and abfolute was the fway which MelTalina had ac- 
quired over her weak, timorous, and credulous hufband. 
At the fame time Craflus, the father of Pompeius, and his 
mother Scribonia, were, by order of Claudius, put to death, 
though the former entirely rcfembled him, being, to ufe 
the expreflion of Seneca, as great a monfter as himlelf, and 
therefore no lefs qualified to be emperor®. 

Many knights and fenators of rank were, after the death 
of Pompeius, accufed of confpiring againft the prince, fome 

yahrfui of whom Claudius pardoned ; but Valerius Afiaticus was 

JJhtiiws profecuted without mercy, becaufe he poflefled, and had 
cmbclliflied with extraordinary magnificence, the fine gar- 
dens of Lucullus, which Mefialina wifhed to pofiefs. He 
was charged with a defign of withdrawing into Gaul, to 
excite his countrymen to a revolt ; for he was a native of 
Vienne, and had very powerful connections in that pro- 
vince. He was accufed by Sofibius, preceptor to Britan- 
nicus, who eafily prevailed upon the weak and timorous 
prince to fecurc his life and empire by the dellruction of 
his pretended enemy and rival. Crifpinus, commander of 
the praetorian guards, was immediately difpatched with a 
body of foldiers to feize him at Baiae; from whence he hur- 
ried him to Home in chains. 

His iriaL tried, not in the fenate, but in the emperor’s 

chamber, in prefeiice of Meflalina : however, he pleaded 
his caufe with fuch eloquence and energy, that he forced 
tears from Claudius, and even from MeflTalina : but the ern- 
prefs, fearing pity and tendernefs Ihould get the better of 
her other paffions, left the room, and whifpered L. Vitel- 
lius in the ear, not to let the accufed efcape As Valerius 
declared, that he had never before feen any of the wit- 
nefTes who were produced againft him, Sofibius at laft prt>- 
duced one, who, he faid, was well acquainted with him. 
He had informed his evidence, that VaJerius was bald ; and 
therefore, upon his entering the room, he defired him, in 
the firft place, to tell tlicm which was Valerius Afiaticus. 
** I have been long acquainted with him, and that is he,” 

c Suet. cap. 29. Dio, p. 679. Senec. Lud. in Claud. 

Ann. lib. xi. cap. 1. Dio, p. 6S5. 
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faid the witnefs, pointing at another bald perfon, who 
happened to be prefent. This circumftance convinced 
Claudius, that Afiaticus was free from guilt *, but, while 
he was deliberating about clearing him, the treacherous He is con* 
Vitellius, throwing himfelf at his feet, and recounting the demned by 
great fervices of Afiaticus to the commonwealth, of his.at- 
tachment to Antonia,, the prince’s mother^ and his gallant 
behaviour in the late Britifh expedition, intreated him with 
great emotion, to difplay his mercy, by granting to fo 
w^orthy and defervlng a citizen the free choice of bis own 
death. Claudius, without farther confidcration, complied 
with his requetl*, which was, in effea, condemning Afia- 
ticus, who thereupon opened his veins, and bled to 


death ® (L)* _ , , . r r 

As the pleaders at this time exacted exorbitant fees from 

their clients, and often ofboth parties, a complaint of this 
grievance being exhibited by Caius Silius, conful eleCf, the 
whole fenate concurred, and demanded that the Cincian 
law might be revived, enjoining, that no man Ihould, for 
pleading a caufe, accept of any gift or payment. The de- 
mand of the fenate was, with great vehemence, promoted 
by Silius, and with equal ardor oppofed by the pleaders. 


Claudius 
fupports 
the plead- 
ers. 


« Tacit. Ann. hb. xi. cap. 3. 


(L) He behaved with great 
firmnefs and intrepidity. After 
his condemnation, he conti- 
nued his ufual exercifes, walk- 
ing, bathing, and even (^upping 
chearfully ; telling his friends, 
that it would have been more to 
his credit to have fallen by the 
craft of Tiberius, or the fury 
of Claudius, than thus to perifli 
by the dark devices of a wo- 
man, and the treachery of fuch 
a bafe and prolliture fycophant 
as Vitellius. After 1 upper he 
viewed his funeral pile, and 
ordered it to he removed to an- 
other place, lell the heat and 
finoke fhould hurt his trees. 
Finally, he opened his veins, 
without betraying the lead con- 
cern,' and bled to death. Mef- 
ialina, not fatisfied with the 
ruin of Afiaticus, fuborned per- 


fons, who urged Poppapa. with 
whom he was fuppoled to cany 
on a criminal converlation, to 
deprive herfelf of life, to avoid 
the difgrace of a fliameful im- 
prifunment, with which they 
threatened her. I he einpvior 
was fo totally forgetful of her 
unhappy end, that her hufband 
Scipio being a few days after at 
table with him, he alked him 
why he came without his wife. 
Scipio anfwcred, that (lie was 
dead ; but dared not mention 
the particulars of her death. 
Afterwards two illuilnoiis Ro- 
man knights, furnained 1 etrae, 
were accufed and condemned, 
becaufe one of them had a 
dream, which was fuppofed to 
portend fome misfortune, either 
fo Claudius, or the empire (i). 


(1) Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 1. 
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Claudius favoured the latter; and therefore the fenate, in- 
ftead of fubjecling them, as they defigned, to the penalties 
of the law againft extortion, if they took any fee, or even 
prefent, for pleading, contented themfelves with fettling 
their fees, which were not to exceed the value of two hun- 
dred and fifty crowns, and declaring thofe who were not fa- 
tisfied with that fum, guilty of extortion ^ 

In the fame year the Cherufei, who inhabited the pre- 
fent city of Brunfwick, had recourfe to Claudius for a king, 
who fent them Italicus, fon to Tilavius the brother of the 
famous Arminius. Italicus was born at Rome, and edu- 
cated after the Roman manner; a circumftance which in- 
duced the Cherufei, though they received him at firit with 
great joy, to take arms, and drive him from the throne. 
He was afterwards reftored by the Longobards, and, being 
fupported by them, opprefled, in a moft tyrannical manner. 
Wars in the Cherufcan Rate. At the fame time Sanguinius, go- 
Cermany, vernor of Lower Germany, being dead, the Chauci made 
incurfions into that province ; but Cn. Domitius Corbulo, 
the greateft commander of his age, who fucceeded Sangui- 
nius, obliged them to retire, purfued them into their own 
country, and would have compelled them to fubmit to the 
Roman yoke, had not Claudius, who feared Corbulo more 
than he dreaded the Germans, put a flop to his conqucRs, 
and ordered him to lead back all the Roman forces over the 
Rhine. As he had taken great pains to reftore the ancient 
difeipline amongft the legions, whom he found utter 
ilrangers to military toils, that they might not rclapfe into 
a habit of idlenefs, he employed them in digging a canal 
th rcc-and-twentymileslongbetweentheMeufeandtheRhine, 
to receive the high tides, and prevent inundations (M). 
The emperor granted Corb^ulo triumphal ornaments, though 
he would not allow him toprofecute the war. He was fuc- 
ceeded by Curtius Rufus, who, though of a mean ex- 
tradfion, arrived at the confular dignity, commanded armie", 
and died proconful of Africa ^ (N), Towards the end of 

•' th e 

^ Tacit. Annah lib. xi, cap. 5—8. 8 Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. 

cap. 20. 

(M) A modern writer rakes (N) He was, according to 
this to be the canal known at fome writers, the fon of a gla- 
prefent by the name^ of Flier, diator. He was, fays Tacitus, 

which extends from Sluys on a fervlle flatterer of thofe above 

tlic Meufe to Leyden on the him, but arrogant to his infe- 
Rhine (f). riors: he lived to a great age, 

(i) Buch. de Bdg. lib. iv. 
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tlieyear, Aulus Plautius, returning from Britain, was re- 
ceived by Claudius with great marks of diftintlion, and ho- 
noured with an ovation, the emperor alfifling in that cere- 
mony, and yielding to him the mod honourable place 
He had fubdued the Dobuni, Ancalites, and Trinobantes, 
who inhabiteil Gloucefterfhirc, Oxtordfliirc, Middlefex, njul 
Ellex : while FI. Vefpafian his fecond or aflcflbr, was em- 
ployed in reducing the maritime places fettled by Bclgic 
colonies from the promontory of Kent to the extremity of 
Cornwall. In this expedition he gained thirty battles, made 
himfclf mailer of the lile of Wight, and, befidcs the con- 
quelt of Hampfliire, Wiltfhirc, and Somerfetlhire, fub- 
jc6led the Belgie and Durotiigcs, two powerful nations, 
who, though colonies from the continent, had adopted the 
manners of the old Britons. P. Oftorius Scapula fucceeded 
Plautius in the government of Britain, of whom w e lliall 
have occalion to fpeak hereafter (O). 

The following year Aulus Vitellius, afterw^ards emperor, 
and Lucius Vipfanius Poplicola, being confuls, Claudius, 
in quality of cenfor, created fevcral new patrician families, 
molt of thofe which had been raifed to that dignity by Bo- 
mulus, L. Brutus, Julius Caefar, and Augultus, being ex- 
tiu^:. He likewife fupplled the vacancies in the fenatc, in- 
troducing into that body fome Ailduans, that is, natives of fnitted int9 
Autun in Gaul, and promoting a decree of the fennte, qua- thjefiate. 
lifying fuch of the Gaulifli nobility as were Roman citizens, 
to be admitted to the fenatorial dignity. Such fenators as 
were of infamous charablers he degraded ^ but proceeded 
in this tranfablion with great lenity, adviling them to refign 
their dignity, that their voluntary abdication might veil the 
infamy of their expulfion. For ihefe regulations, the con- 
ful Vipfanius propofed, that Clapdius fhould be llyled the 
father of the fenate ; but he modeftly declined that title. 


h Suet. cap. 24.. Dio, p. 685. 


arrived ajt the con fu late, ob- 
tained triumphal ornaments, 
and was in the end proconful of 
Africa. This, according to 
fome authors, is the Quintus 
Curtius, whofe hiftory of the 
exploits of Alexander the Great 
has reached us. 

[O) About this time a Ro- 
nian knight, named Cneius No- 
was discovered armed with 


a dagger, among thofe who 
were'paying their rerpe6ls to 
the prince. When put to the 
rack, he confelTed his defign of 
murdering the emperor; but, 
though cruelly tortured, would 
never difeover his accomplices, 
nor even the motives, which 
had urged him to that at- 
tempt (1). 


(i) Tacit. Annal, lib. xi. cap. 23* 


He 
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He then numbered the citizens, who amounted to fix mil- 
lions nine hundred thoufand^. 

This year Claudius was acquainted with the diforders of 
his wife MelTalina. She was the daughter of Valerius Mef- 
fala Barbatus, the emperor’s coufin, and of Domitia Lepida, 
thf grand-daughter of M. Antony, and Oftavia, Auguftus’s 
filler; fo that fhe was Augullus’s great-niece as Claudius 
was his great-nephew''. We have related fevcral inftances 
of her cruelty, which, however great, fell fhort of her 
monllrous lewdnefs* Her chief favourite was Calus Siliiis, 
the moft comely young man in Rome, with whole graceful 
perfon flie was fo enchanted, that fhe obliged Him to divorce 
his wife Silana. Silius was not infenfible of his crime, 
and the fate which threatened him ; but to withftand Mef- 
falina was prefent deilrudlion. He therefore complied with 
her vicious inclination; and the emprefs, far from purfuing 
her amour:» privately, openly frequented his houfe with a 
numerous train, accompanied him inceflantly abroad, and 
loaded him with wealth and honours. After fome time, 
Silius, apprehenfive of the dangers that hung over him, 
and judging they were only to be averted by dangerous re- 
medies, told the emprefs, without difguife, that they were 
gone too far to wait for the prince’s death ; that defperate 
attempts were the only fecurity in glaring guilt ; that he 
had accomplices at hand, and was ready to marry her, and 
adopt Germanicus. This propofal, bold beyond all example, 
and al moft all belief, MeUalina applauded ; and a few days 
after, the emperor being gone to Oftia to aflift at a facrifice, 
file married Silius, with all the ufual folemnities, in the 
face of the fenate, of the equellrian order, of the whole 
people, and foldiery (P; 

i Tacit, Annal. lib- xi. cap. *5. ^ Senec. Lud. in Claud, p. 478. 

1 Tacit. ibid. tap. a6. Suet. lib. v. cap. 26. Dio, p. 684. 


(P) Tacitus, Suetonius, and 
Dio Callius, who relate this me- 
morable incident, being apprif- 
ed how fabulous it would ap- 
ear, that the emperor’s wife 
lould, in his life-time, dare 
efpoufe another hulband, and 
celebrate with him, in the face 
of the city, the nuptial fealls, 
declare, that, how incredible it 
may feem, they only recount 


what is unqueftionably true, 
and what they had learnt from 
the living or written teftimony 
of their fathers Suetonius tells 
us, that Meflalina induced 
Claudius himfelf to lign the 
marriage-contradl, as if it were 
only diflembled to avert the ca- 
lamities which certain prodigies 
portended to hang over his 
head (i). 


(1) Suet. cap. 29. 


Horror 
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Horror feized the prince’s family, efpecially thofe who^ The evtpf 
hore the chief fway in it : they dreaded nothinpj fo much rorisac- 
as a revolution which would put an end to their power *, ^jaawted 
but when they recolle 61 :ed the ftupidity of Claudius, bis 
blind attachment to his wife, and the many eminent per- 
foils facrificed to her fury, their own apprehenhons deter- 
red them from acquainting him with his public ignominy. 

Calliftus and Pallas, the reigning favourites, were ilill for 
difl'embling the emprefs’s enormities, and redr lining her, 
by private menaces, from keeping company with her adul- 
terer- Narciilus thought the emperor Humid be immedi- 
ately acquainted with the infamous conduct of his wife. 

He prevailed, by gifts and promifes upon Calpurnia and 
Cleopatra, two courtefaiis in high favour with Claudius, to 
undertake the difeovery. Calpurnia, while the emperor 
was dill at Odia, upon the firfl: occafiou of her being with 
him in private, falling at his feet, cried out, “ Mcdalina 
has married Silius and at the fame time appealed for the 
truth of this information to Cleopatra, who was prefent, 
and confirmed what fhe had fixid. Claudius, druck with 
amazement, ordered Narcidus into his prefence, who, in- 
treating pardon for having concealed the diforders of his 
wife, told him, that he was in a date of divorce; that it 
was what all men knew; that the nuptials had been cele* 
brated in the face of the city ; and that Mellalina’s new huf- 
band, if cfFe^fual means were not immediately taken, would 
be fovereign of Rome- He then fent for his mod trudy 
friends, particularly Turranius, who was charged with the 
care of providing the city with corn, and Lufius Geta, com- 
mander of the praetorian guards, who adored him of the 
marriage, and infided upon his proceeding without delay 
to the camp, that he might, by/ecunng the praetorian co- 
horts, confult his prefervation before his revenge. Claudius 
was fo confounded and difmayed, that he often aiked whe- 
ther he was dill emperor ; whether Silius was yet a pri- 


' ‘‘Tn"temean time Meflalina indulged herfdf, without the 
Icaft apprehenfion, in all manner of diverfions, 
ing that any perfon would dare to difclo ^ * . 

the emperor, over whom flie had fo power u a r 

it was then the middle of autumn, Ihe «h.bued m her houfe 

a reprefentation of the vintage, ^^rhoir of mock 

Silius, perfohated Bacchus, attended y ^ 

priefts and priefteffes, among whom was i flnwinff • 

with a thyrfus in her hand, and her hair oo ® 

but, in the midft of their jollity and 

expeaedly arrived with tidings, that Claudius was pp 
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of all tlieir proceedings, and approached with full purpofe 
to facrifice them to his vengeance. The company imme- 
diately difperfed in the utmoft confternation ; Mefl'alina re- 
tired to the gardens of Lucullus, and Silius, who was then 
praetor, and conful elecf, in order to diflemble his fear, le- 
fujned the offices of the forum. Meflalina, finding no 
other refource, refolved to quit her retirement, and boldly 
meet her hufband, not doubting that fhe (hould be able to 
avert the florm, if flie could only obtain a hearing. She 
ordered her fon Britannicus, and her daughter 06 lavia, to 
go and embrace their father, to implore his mercy for his 
injured wife: (he befought Vibidia, the oldeft Veftal, of 
whom Claudius entertained a high opinion, to a£l the fame 
part She herfelf pafled through the city on foot, attended 
only by three perfons, not one fhewing the leaft feeling for 
her dii'grace. When fhe was without the walls, not being 
able to purfue her journey on foot, and finding no other 
convenience ihe was glad to be taken up by a gardener in his 
dung-cart, in which, being entirely forfaken, {he took the 
road to Ofiia. 

The emperor was not yet recovered from his fright ; but 
{fill inceflantly afking, whether Silius was yet acknowleged 
emperor: he like wife betrayed no fmall apprehenfion of Geta, 
commander of his guards ; Narcifius, who entertained the 
fame dittruft, fuggefted to the emperor, that there was no 
other expedient to preferve him, than the transferring the 
command of his guards upon one of his freedmen for that 
day only ; and he offered to take that charge upon himfelf. 
Claudius readily agreed to his propofal ; and Narciffus, now 
commander of the praetorian cohorts, feated himfelf in the 
emperor’s carriage to prevent L. Vitellius and P. Largus 
Ciecina, who were alfo Wihh the emperor, from interced- 
ing in favour of Meflalina. Upon the road, Claudius fome- 
tiines broke out into bitter invedfives agaiiift Meflalina, at 
ocher times exprcfl'cd compaffion for her, and their com- 
mon children. Vitellius uttered nothing, but ‘‘ O heinous! 
Gh the iniquity !” which words might be interpreted*'equally 
againft Meffalina and her accufers. Narciffus urged him to 
fpeak plain ; but Vitellius ftill anfwered indiredlly, and in 
terms that might be differently conftrued : his example was 
followed by Largus Caecina. 

As they approached the city, Meffalina unexpeftedly ap- 
peared in the road, crying aloud, and befeeching Claudius, 
w'ith many tears, to have fome regard to the mother of 
Oclifavia and Britannicus. Narciffus no fooncr faw her, 
than, to drown her cries, he began to exclaim with great 
vehemence againft the impudent and bold conduft of Si- 
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Kus, and ttle abominations of Meflalina ; and, to divert the 
prince from feeing her, delivered to him a writing, con- 
taining a detail of her proftitutiotls. As the empemr was 
entenng Rome, fome attempted to prefent to him his chil- 
dren by her } but Narciflus ordered them to be taken away 5 
he could not, however, remove Vibidia, who Itrenuoully 
infifted, that the emperor’s wife Hiould not he condemned 
Without being heard ; fo that NarCiffus was obliged to alTure 
her, that Meflalina would have every opportunity of clear* 
jng herfelf. He then advifed the Veftal to withdraw, and 
attend the facred functions of her office. Claudius fpokc 
not a word, and Vitellius pretended to be amazed; fo that 
Narciflus direfted all things* By his command, the houffi 
of the adulterer was opened, and the emperorcarried thither. 

As he entered the porch, Narciflus pointed out the flame” 
of Sihus the father, though the fenate had, by a decree, 
ordered it to broken. In the houfe he fliewed him the 
rich ^furniture of the imperial palace, the monuments of his 
wife’s proftitution and his own difgrace. Having thus 
wrought him up to fury and revenge, he led him without 
delay to the camp, where he made a ffiort fpeech to the 
foldiery, who, wkh one voice, demanded that the criminals 
might be immediately put to death. Silius, and fevcral 
others, whom NaroilTus had arrefted, were brought before 
the imperial tribunal ; and being convi£lcd as accomplices 
of Mcffalina’s proftitutions, were all dragged to execution. 
Silius, without offering any thing in his defence* only 
begged they would difpatch him fqon. Mnefter, the player, 
who had been likewife one of Mcflalina's gallants, created 
fome hefitation. He tore off his garments, and defired tlie 
emperor to behold the marks of the ftripes he had endured, 
before he could be brought to comply with Meflalina’s im- 
pure folicitations : he reminded him at the fame time of his 
own commands, obliging him to gratify Meflalina without 
referve ( ; adding, that others had been tempted to of- 

fend 

( Meflalina, finding flie 
couW neither by threats nor 
promifes induce Mnefier to com - 
ply with her repeated foJicita- 
tions, had at length lecourfe.to 
fliipes, and caufed him to be 
inhumanly fco urged ; but to no 
Mueller dreading to in- 
cur the difpleafure of the em- 
peror, which, he apprehended, 

VoL. XII* 
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would fooner or later prove fa- 
tal to him, If he granted Mf"f- 
falina’s rctjudl ; tor her iibo- 
minations were now fo p'lhlic, 
that he iiHiigined Claudius ccuki 
not be much longer ilnapprifeJ 
of them* The lewd prollirutc, 
determined upon f-itis fling at 
all events the palhon llic had 
co!ic« ived tO! the plater; 
y jt' “ VVhtit 
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fend by great prefcnts, or mighty promifes ; but his offence 
•was entirely owing to compuluon. Thefc confiderations 
inclined Claudius to mercy \ but his freedmen diffuading 
him from faving a player, after having facrificed fo many 
illuftrious citizens, Mnefter was condemned and executed 
with Traulus Montanus, a young knight of extraordinary 
mo*defty and a graceful perfon, whom Meffalina had forced 
to pafs only one night with her, and afterwards call off, her 
paflion being, as I’acitus obferves, with equal wantonnefs 
inflamed and furfeited 
Claudius When thefe executions w%erc over, Claudius returned to 
fiems to n- palace, where he pafTtd tl|C’^reateft part of the night in 
feafling and revelling with his freedmen. Being warm with 
wine (for he ufualJy drank very plentifully), he ordered 
one of his attendants to go and acquaint the unhappy wo- 
man to attend the next day, and plead her caufe. She was 
then in the gardens of Lucullus, whither (lie had retired, 
finding (he could have no accefs to Claudius ; and was em- 
ployed in compofing a memorial, which (lie defigned to 
prefent to the prince, not without hopes of exciting his 
Nitreifus companion. But Narcifius, alarmed at the melTage, and 
iwjlens her obferving that the emperor’s refentment vifibly abated, and 
inicu loii, ufual afFcftion began to return, ran haftily out, and di- 
refted the tribune and centurions, then upoii duty, to dif- 
patch Mefhdina, for fuch was the emperor’s exprefs com- 
mand. With them he fent one Evodus, a freedman, in 
whom he could confide, to fee his orders ftridtly fulfilled ; 
for he apprehended, and indeed not without reafon, fince 
Claudius began to relent, that the puniflrment, which he 
had procured for Meflalina, would, if (he lived to the next 
day, fall upon his own head. Evodus flew in a moment to 
the gardens, where he found her ftretched upon the ground, 
and her mother Lepida fitting by her. He immediately 
acquainted her with the fentence, and, at the fame time, 

Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. i6— >36. Dio, p. 684. Sueti cap. ft9* 
Senefc, J.ud. in Claud. 

** What if the emperor himfclf who, (he faid, bad uumant^ly 
(faid flic)^ iliould command you refufed her a fmall favour, 
to gratify me m what I re- Claudius immediately fent for 
quire “ I fliould, without Mneller, reprimanded him with 
hefitijition (replied Mnefler), great feverity, and commanded 
obey the emperor’s commands.” him to gratify his wife without 
MelTilina flew to the emperor, referve (r). 
and complained of the player, 

(1) Dio, lib. Ix. 
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resiled her with all the brutal inveftives of a flnve. ITer 
mother encouraged her not to wait the blow .of the cxecu*- 
tioner ; but, fince (he could not prolong her life, to die with 
renown. Thus exhorted, (he feized a poignard which flic 
aimed, wiy| a trembling hand, firfl: at her throat, and then 
at her breaW; but had not courage enough to flrike. The 
tribune, therefore, who (food before her, without once 
opening his mouth, obferving her timidity and irrcfolution,. 
delivered her from all anxiety and fears, by running her lier death* 
through with his fword. i>he was, of all women recorded 
in hiflory, if not the moft lewd, the moft amazingly bold 
in the purfuit of her lewdncfe ®. 

Claudius was ftill at table when intelligence was brought The/tupi* 
him that Meflalina was dead ; but without any particu- 
lars, whether (he had fufFered by her own, or by the ex* 
ecutioner’s hand. Neither did he make anv enquiries; but, 
calling for a bowl of wine, continued the oanquet with his 
ufual gaiety, without betraying, either then or in the fol* 
lowing days, any fymptoms of hatred, joy, anger, forrow, 
or any other human paffion or affection, thohgh he beheld 
the enemies of his wife triumphing over her death, and his 
children fewailing with many tears the unhappy fate of 
their mother 

Upon the death of MefTalina, Claudius publicly declared, 
that, fince he had been fo unfortunate in his marriages, he 
would live a Angle life for the future ; and he gave every 
Roman leave to put him to death, if he continued not in 
that refolution. Notwithftanding thefe proteftations, foon 
forgetting what he had faid, he declared his mtcntion o 
marrying. At this declaration^ great ftrife and emulation . 
arofe among the imperial freedmen, which of them fnould 
procure a wife for one who haej been ever governed b)^ iis 
wives. Calliftus propofed to him Lollia Paulina, daughter 
to M. Lollius, a confular. Pallas recomniencled Juna 
Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus ; and Narciiius cm- 
ployed all his intereft in behalf of ^lia 1 etina, whom ht 
had diwrccd before upon a trivial occafion. Claudius him- 
felf inclined fometinies to one, fometimp to another, al- 
ways fwayed by his laft advifer. Being thus und^e ermin 
and perpl«ed/he at length aflembled hts counfellors, o - 
dering them to declare, and defend m f 

different opinions. Claudius heard them a wi. i g 
tendon •, but was moft afteifled with the 
las, enforced by the carefles and allurements o i, TP » 

« Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 37 * P * 

ibid, " , 

who. 
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who, under colour of confanguinity, wa9 aOTiduous in her 
vifus to her uncle (R). 

Claudius no fooner cxprcfled his inclination to cfpoufe 
her, thjA fhe began to cxercife the power and authority of 
a wife. Her firlt purpofe was to concert a m||ch between 
hcf fon Domititius and 0 £tavia, the etnpero^ daughter; 
but Oftavia had been by her father betrothed to Lucius Si- 
lanus, a youth of great quality, and no lefs beloved than 
t*ieius Si- efteemed by Claudius. HoM'evcr, as the weak prince had 
no judgment nor choice, no averfion nor afFeftion, butfuch 
infpired by others, Vitellius, forefeeing into whofc 
hands the fovereignty was haftening, in order to purchafe 
the favour of Agrippina, began to devife crimes againft Si- 
lanus. That young nobleman had a lifter, by name Junia 
Silana, a lady of extraordinary beauty and no lefs gaiety ; 
and hence Vitellus, then cenfor, formed an accufation, 
wrefting to a charge of inceft the mutual afte 61 :ion of bro- 
ther and fifter ; an afFe£fion no way criminal, but fome- 
what too free and unguarded ; for while Junia was by others 
ftylcd Venus, *on account of her beauty, Silanus chofe to 
call her Juno, w'ho was both fitter and wife to Jupiter. Of 
this circumftance the infamous fycophant Vitellius availed 
himfcif; and, having firft prejudiced the undifcerning em- 
peror againft the innocent youth, quite unapprifed of any 
plots againft him, he foon after, in quality of cenfor, de- 
graded him from the rank of a fenator, though the fenate 
had been already reviewed, and the number of fenators fixed 
a long time before ; and obliged him, by an edift, to re- 
nounce his praetorfhip, though it was of courfe to expire 
the next day; conferring it for that day upon Eprius Mar- 


(R) This princefs, fo famous 
in hiftory for her ambition ahd 
inibforiunes, was the daughter of 
Germanicus and Agrippina the 
elder, vvhofe courage and chaf- 
tiry we have often had occalion 
to celebrate Tiberius married 
her, in the fourteenth year of 
his reign, to Cn. Domitius A- 
henobarbus, by whom fiie had 
0 fon named L. Domitius Ahe- 
uobarbus, who fucceeded Clau- 
dius, and is known by the name 
of Nero. Upon the death of 
her hulband, llie abandoned 
herfelf to all manner of lewd- 

(a) Suet, in Nsr. cap. i, 6j 7. 


nefs, and was on that account 
baniflied by her brother Cali- 
gula. Claudius recalled her, 
when fl'iC married to her fecond 
hufband Crifjnis Pallienus, one 
of an iilulb'ious family, and foon 
after 'murdered him, fo enjoy 
the rich inheritance to which he 
had named her in his will. She 
was in high favour with Clau- 
dius, even in Melfalina’s time; 
and therefore would have been 
facrificed, as well as her fitter 
Julia, to her jcaioufy, had npt 
the cniprefs been diverted from 
it by other purfuits (2). 

Xadt. Ann, lib, iv« cap. ii, 31* 
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cellus. Sihnus being thus marked with infamy., Claudius 
broke off the match between him and Oftavia p. 

The next confuls were C. Pompeius Longinus (^llus and 
Veranius Nepos. Though Claudius and ^rippina 
lived pub%ly together, yet they durft not celebrate their 
nuptials, there being no inftance among the Romans of a 
marriage between an uncle and a niece ; but that fcruple 
was removed by Vitellius, who having firft prevailed, with- 
out much trouble, upon Claudius, to promife that he would ^ciauJiLs 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate, and the unanimous marr\a^% 
voice of the people, eafily perfuaded both orders to approve ^th a- 
©f the rtiarriage ; fome of the fenators declaring, that, if 
the ernperor delayed much longer, they would compel him. 

Claudius then yielded ; but nevcrthelefs did not celebrate 
the nuptials, till the fenate palled a decree, declaring mar^ 
riages between uncles and their brothers daughters for ever 
lawful. 

The day after the decree was publilhed, Claudius cele- ^henup- 
brated his nuptials with the ufuaJ folemnity; and, on the 
fame day, Silanus flew himfelf, v/hether by choice or con- ^ * 
ilraint, is uncertain. His filler Junia was banilhed Italy; 
and to her fentence Claudius added an order to the pon- 
tiffs, enjoining them to offer expiatory facrifices in the grove 
of Diana ; a fource of mockery to all men, fays Tacitus, 
that penalties and luftrations fhould be appointed for pre- 
tended incelt, while real incefl: was ellablilhed by law ^ (S). 


V Tacit. Annal. lib. xiJ. cap. 4- P'o. P h 7 * Sucton. cap. 29. 
« Tacit, lib. xii. cap. 8. Senec, Lud. in Claud. 


(S) From this time the city 
afltdned a different lace, all men 
tamely obeying a woman, who 
did not, like Mefllilina,^ render 
the Roman ftate lubfervient on- 
ly to her wanton and lewd 
amour9y but to her inlatiable 
avarice, unbounded ambition, 
and unparalleled cruelty. She 
governed the j^ople, and the 
emperor himfelf, without con- 
trol ; appeared with him in 
the fenate ; placed herfelf by 
him on the fame tribunal in all 
public ceremonies; 
gether with him, audience to 


foreign princes and ambafla- 
dors ; and even accompanied 
him* in the courts of julHce, 
which, to the Romans, was al- 
logetfier allonifliing (3). To 
fignalizethe beginning, we may 
fay, of her reign, with fome 
plaufible adlion, Ihc prevailed 
uiwn Claudius, not only to re- 
call from exile, but to honour 
with the praetorlhip, L. Annaeus 
Seneca, a man greatly elleemed 
on account ol his eloquence 
and accomplilhments. But in 
this meafure Ihe had alfo her 
private views, which were, the 


(3) Tacit* hb. xii* *• f' 
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Not long after, *Agrippina, parAilng her ambitious de- 
figns, gained, by large promt^jii^ Memmius Pollio, conful 
ele^l, ^move the fenatc, th^t . they would unanimoufly 
bcfcech^laudius to betroth ONjiavia to Domitius. To this 
motion, which was a great ftep to the fovereignty, the fathers 
readily agreed j and Claudius, not apprifed of his wife’s af- 
t>^avtn piring views, with the fame readinefs confented. Thus 
betrothedte Domitius, by the efforts and devices of his mother, 
pomitius* railed almoft to an equality with Britannicus. Agrippina, 
no lefs implacable in her hatred tWhn ambitious in her 
views, being enraged at Lollia Paulina, for having afpired 
to the emperor’s bed, framed crimes againft her, and 
fuborned an accufer, who charged her with confulting the 
magicians and Chaldaeans about the match. Claudius, 
without examination, reprefented her fuppofed guilt to the 
fenaie, and required that her eftate might be confifeated, 
and herfelf banifhed Italy ^ : but Agrippina, not fatisfied 
with this punifliment, fent privately a tribune, with orders 
-J§U}a Pau- to cut off her head, and bring it to her. The tribune obey- 
ed 5 and Agrippina is faid to have, With her own hands, 
opened the mouth of the deceafed, that from her teeth, 
which had fomething very (Ingular in their conftru£lion, 
flie might be aflured it was her bead • (T), Calpur nia, an- 

f Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap. * Dio, p. 6 S 6 . 

education of her fon Domitius her prefehded guilt to the fe-r 
under fuch a mafler. and the nate, touched upon her noble 
pfe of his counfels in the pur- defeent, telling the fenators, 
fuit of her ambitious defigns ; that, by her mother, fhe was 
for fhe dW' not doubt that Se- niece to Lucius Volulius ; that 
ncca would, from gratitude. Cotta MelTalinus was her great 
ccotinup faithfully attached {o uncle j that (lie herfelf was once 
her, and maintain an irrccon- the wife of Memmius llegulus, 
cileable hatred to Claudius, by &c. but of her marriage with 
whom he had been battifhed ; Caligula he faid nothing. He 
and, indeedj bia hatred appears added, that fhe purfued perni- 
plainly in his writings, cious defmns, and muft be di- 

(T } Lollia Paulina was firfl veiled of the means and op- 
jnarried to Memmius Regulus, portunities of putting them in 
governr/r of Greece Mace- execution. Upon this, her im*- 
don, from whom fhe was forced men fe wealth was confifeated, 
by Caligula, who took her to and oply about thirty thoufand 
himfelf, She was grand- daugh- poinds of our money left her. 
ler to M. Lolitur, appointed by T^ltqs tcllf us, that the tri- 
Auguftus governor tpCai us CsB- hune difpatchcd by Agrippina 
far, when he was fent ipto the bad orders to coipp^l her to lay| 
Claudius, in reprefenting violent bands on herfelf (i)* 

^ (*} Ti^er^* Annal. lib.xii, cap. 21, 
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other woman of great diftindiion, was likevidfe devoted to 
ruin, becaufe the prince had praifed her beauty ; but as this 
was from no pailion to her pcrfon, but only in occafional 
difcourfe, her life was fpared. This year, to the fenators 
of Narbonne Gaul wa8^|ranted the fame privilege with thofe 
of Sicily, of vifiting their eftates without alking leave.of 
the prince. The fame year the countries of It urea and Ju- 
daea were, upon the death of their kings, Sohemus and 
Agrippa, annexed to the government of Syria. About the 
end of the year, Claudius extended the circumference of 
Rome, inclofing, according to Onuphrius S Mount Aventine. 

The following year, C. Antiftius Vetus andM. Suilius 
Nervilianus being confuls, the freedman Pallas, who had 
conduaed the late marriage of Agrippina, and was now 
engaged in a criminal correfpondence with her, and thence 
wholly addiaed to her interefl, perfuaded Claudius to adopt, 
in preference to his own fon, Domitius, becaufe he was 
threo^years older than Britannicus. From this time Domi- 
tius was named Nero Claudius Cxfar Drufus Germanicus. 
This adoption was applauded by the fenatc, and a decree 
paired conHrming it, and conferring upon Agiippma the 
fublime title of Augufta. However, there was no Roman 
fo void of companion, as not to be afteftecl with the fevere 
lot of the unfortunate Britannicus, whom Agrippina, un- 
der colour of tendernefs, kept locked , up m a nurfery, 
though now nine years old. By degrees flie removed from 
his perfon his former attendants, and even caufed fome of 
them to be put to death ; among the reft, his * 

fibius; placing in their room perfons who were entirely a 
her devo^lion. She never would allow him to 
nor even to fee his father, pretending r 

dered in his fenfes, and trouhl^d with 4he falling fickne^. 
Song after the adoption of Nero, Britannicus havmgf^^ 
luted him, asheufedtodo, by the name of Ahenobarbus. 
Nero refented it fo warmly, that he child, 

fuade the emperor that he was a fuppo i . . 

This year "^Agrippina, to tbjiby ber^power m fore 

countries, procured a colony of 

capital of the Ubii, a town Agrippinenfis. 

which flie called by ber own name Coloma g u 
I his city is now known by the Roman 

the fame time the Catti made in flauchter, by Pom- 

territories } but were repulfed wit i gr ^ 

ponius Secundus, commander of the legions m } p 

H Tacit. Ann. lib. xn- cap- »*• 
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many, who, on that occafion, rclcafed from bondage fomo 
Romans, who had continued Saves, ever fince the defeat 
of Varus, and his legions (U). 

The following year, Claudius l^ing the fifth time con* 
ful, with Servius Cornelius Orlitus (V)» Nero, though not 
yet. fourteen, was prefented with the manly robe, which 
qualified him for honours and employments. At the fame 
time the fenate, with the concurrence of Claudius, decreed, 
that in his twentieth year he fliould difeharge the conful- 
fliip, and in the mean time be invefted with proconfular 
authority out of Rome, and ftyled prince of the Roman 
youth. Claudius alfo bellowed, in Nero’s name, a largefs 
upon the foldiery, and another upon the people ; and, to 
draw the eyes and affeclions of the people upon him, cauf- 
cd him to appear at the Circenfian games, which were then 
folemnized, in a triumphal robe, the mark and ornament 
of the imperial ftate, while Britannicus w^as carried about 
in his pfaetexta, the ufual habit of children. Some of the 
tribunes and centurions could not help pitying the unhappy 
youth : but they were all, uiuier various pretences, re- 
moved from the palace : even fuch of the young prince’s 
freedmen as were found invkfebly attached to his perfon 
^nd intereft, were partly <&liai|^d, and partly put to death, 

(U) His vigilance and gaU Sido, bit own filler’s fans, part- 
Jant condui^ feeined tq the fc- Od kingdom between them, 
nate worthy of triumphal oraa^ ^n4 ever continued faithful to 
nients, which were decreed him the Rpmaqs (2). 
accordingly; but he did not dc- (,W) Claudius held this his 
j ive fo much glory from them, laft confullbip fix months f 3). 
as from his elegant poems, Onuphrius adds to his col- 
which are greatly extolled by league’s other names that of 
the bed judges of antiquity (i)«j Scipio (4) ; and the other Or- 
Jt was af this rime too that Van- fiti feem to have been of the ta- 
nius, whom Drufus the fon of mily of the Scipios (5). C. 
Tiberius had thirty years before Minuclus, or Miniclus Funda- 
created king of the Suevians, nus, and C. Verbenius Seve- 
w as driyen out by the Herman- rus, were fubftituted “in the 
durians and Ligians. Claqdius, eoniulftiip tp Claudius and Or- 
though he had declined engag- fitus (6). Vefpafian, who was 
tng in a quarrel among the Bar- afterwards em^ror, was con- 
barians, yet granted a fafe re- ful for the two laft months of 
fuge to the depofed king, and this year, as yfc read iq Sue*? 
lands in Pannonia both to him topiqs 
qnd his followerSf Vangio and 

(0 Tacit. Anral. lib. xii. cap. (») Ibid. cap. *9. 

(<?) Suet. cap. 4. (4) Onuph. in Faft. (3) Grut. p. 17. 

0) Onujjb. ibid, (7} m Veff. W V , 



^he Raman Wftory. 

as if they Had infpired their patron with hatred and emula- 
tion againft Nero» which might in the end be produdiive of 
civil war. Upon their removal, Britannicus was committed 
to the government of others, chofen by his mother-in-law. 
The next ftep which Agrippina took towards the accom- 
pUfliracnt of her great defign, was the removing of LuGua 
Geta and Rufus Crifpinus from the comniand of the prae- 
torian cohorts. She imagined them attached to the me- 
mory of MclTalina, and thence zealoufly devoted to her 
children. She therefore reprefented to the emperor, that, 
by the cabals and emulation of two commanders, the guards 
were rent into factions ; whereas, by the authority of one, 
they would be more eaGly kept to their duty. 

In confetjucnce of this inGnuation, Claudius, without 
farther enquiry, transferred the command of the praetorian 
bands on Burrhus Afranius, whom (he recommended, an 
officer highly efteemed by the. foldiery, hut well apprifed 
to whom he owed his preferment. Agrippina now began 
to affume a more haughly department than ever ; fhe en- 
tered the Capitol chariot, a diflinftion granted to none 
but priefts. This arrog&nce, . however, heightened the re- 
verence of the pieople towfliiris 'onfe who was the daughter 
and mother of a late emperor, and wife 

to the prefent. But in the mean time her chief champion, 
L. Vitellius, was* by a ibi«ttoFjs|»aiami Junius Lupus, ac- 
cufed of high treafian^ asidClaodai^ ever timorous, would 
have attended to the Chat^t hadwt Agrippina, by menaces 
rather than intreatfe’t^M hrs’irefentmcnt agamft the ac- 
cufer, who wJjs BaMmea , This ? 

in Rome. Thd /ojul^ce. hot confining their 

to houfes and C9f,5ers, ' gathered m tumultuous ^ 

round the prince, while he wi^ publicly ’ 

tice, and drove him to the extremity of the * 

much that, with the utmoft difficulty, he 

lence, his guards opening him a w^ thro g , . 

ous multitLe (X). However, inftead 

treatnfent, he took fuch efteaual care to ha Y P 

plied with corn, that in lefs than ^ay* 

pccafion to complain, city might not 

cecding mild and favouraHc* That 7 

w Tacit. Ann. lib. »iL cap. 4»» 43* ' . . 

ppprobrious language hy the cd (U* . 

P^^r^ged populace, but fo pelt- 

Suelofl. cap.i^t. 
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again 1)C reduced to fuch diftrefs, he gave all poflible en- 
couragement to merchants, granted ample privileges to fuch 
as built trading veflels, and took upon himfelf to rcimburfc 
all the lodes they fhould fufFer. 

In the courfc of this year, the tenth of Claudius’s reign, 
the- proprietor, P. Oftorius Scapula, landing in Britain, 
gained great advantages there over the natives of that 
illand. 

After the departure'of Plautius, the war had, in all pro- 
bability, been managed by tbe legates of the legions, for 
two years, at the expiration of which P. Oftorius Scapula 
Progrefs #/ arrived. This aftivc general immediately took the field, 
Oyoriy defeated the Britons in feveral encounters. He efta- 

T^liftied a Roman colony at Camulodunum ; and London be- 
ing fettled about this period, the country between the 
Thames and the fea was reduced into a province, under 
the name of Britannia Prima. In order to defend this pro- 
vince, he raifed a chain of forts along the river Ncn, in 
Northamptonftiire, and the banks of the Severn. This 
defign being difagreeable to the rceni,%hey formed a con- 
federacy, and took arms againft the Romans, but vi^re de- 
feated by the proprxtor. allowed Coyrdunus, fovereign 
of the Dabuni, to keep Iw principality in the counties of 
Gloucefter and Oxford, with a view to foment diflenfions 
among the Britons. He ravaged th6 country of the Canges 
in Shropfhire, and penetrated almoft to the fea-coaft in 
Henbighfliire, when he was recalled to quell a revolt of the 
Brigantes, in Yorkfliire. He had fcarce appeafed this dif- 
turbance, when he was obliged to march againft the inde- 
fatigable Cara£tacus, who, at the head of a numerous army, 
continued to harafs his detachments. He now pafled the 
. river Teme, which divides Herefordlhire from ShropAire, 
and took pofleflion of an advantageous poft, upon a fterp 
mountain, waftied bv a deep and rapid ftream. When Of- 
lorius advanced, and viewed the nature of their fituation, 
he began to think it would be impraftjcable to attack them 
with any prpfpeft of fuccefs i but the troops called'*aloud 
for the fignal of battle^ lie was unwilling to check 
their ardour. Cara£lac^^i^i;^^wn up his army, confift- 
ing of different tribes^ by their refpe£livc 
chiefs, and he paffed fr^c^^n^ to rank in perfon, exhort- 
ing them to exert their utitii^^urage, in as much as their 
liberty depended on the fortune of thi day. To thefe re- 
monftranccs they replied with loud (houts and acclama- 
tions, which ferved only to inflame the eagernefs of the af- 
failants. The Romans p'affed the river without much op- 
ppfiuon 5 but, m afcending the hill, were received with a 
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terrible difcliarge of javelins and ftones» which did great 
execution. Neverthelefs, they forced the entrenchments 
of the Britons, and, after a defperate refiftance, routed 
them with great daughter, notwithftanding all the efforts of 
Caraflacus, who exerted himfelf with great valour and 
perfeverance. His wife, daughters, and brothers, fell into 
the hands of the enemy. He himfelf fled for refuge to 
Cartefmandua, queen of the Brigantes, who treacheroufly Caraffgcat 
delivered him up to the Roman general, whofc refentment 
file was afraid to incur. Thus was the gallant Caradacus 
betrayed, after he had commanded the confederate Britons 
for nine years, during which he had performed a feries of 
fuch exploits, in ihaintaining the liberty and independency 
of his country, as rendered him equally formidable and 
revered at Rome. He was forthwith conveyed to that city, 
where Claudius refolved to exhibit him in public, as a 
fpedacle to the people. Accordingly, on the day appoint- 
ed for this ceremony, the emperor appeared on his tribunal, 
and Agrippina fat near him, enthroned under a canopy, 
while the praetorian' cohorts were ranged under arms along 
the plain. The pro ceflion began with the vaflals and do- 
meftics of the Britifti king; followed bis wife, bro- 
thers, and daughters, implorit% mercy with the moit pi- 
' teous lamentations: laft of all came Caraftacus, 'vith a 
noble mien, that betrayed neither fear nor perplexity. Ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Claudius, he is faid to have fpoke to 
this efila. Had my moderation been equal to my birth f^s/peech 
and fortune, I fhould have appeared this day, not a cap- toOauUmu 
tivc, but an ally ; nor wouldft thou have difdained the al- 
liance of a prince like me, defeended from illuftrious pro- 
gei^ors, and vefted with the fupreme authority over many 

Willing to lofc them ? Though you ambmous of um_ 

verfal fway, it docs not follow “ I'arrendcred myfelf 
iuft tamely to your- dominion. Ha misfortune nor 

in the beginning of the conUft> r (j,g world $ 

thy glory® woufd have ^ if 

and my fa‘e would have 1^ Kn eternal monument of 
thou wilt fpare my hfe, 1 ff-Apri to be. moved 

thy clemenV CIa“dius^w«, ,n 

with compfaflitfn, and afe they made of 

•When they were unchained "hcmfefves before 

their freedom, was to go and p L ’ interceded with 
the emprefs, 

Oatidius tbcir bchalfi ic 4v 
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over Cara£tacu8 \nth the moft fulfome adulation, and de- 
creed the honours of a triumph to Oftorius, whofe good 
fortune feemed to forfake him io the fequei. The Silures 
inhabiting Herefordfhire and South Wales, the mofl war- 
like of all the Britons, being eieafperated at the captivity of 
their prince Caraftacus, became more daring, and even 
defperate in their hoftiiities. They gained feveral advan- 
tages over the Romans, and dividing the fpoils with the 
neighbouring nations, engaged them to join in a powerful 
confederacy, for the defence of their common liberty. Ofto- 
rius was fo chagrined to fee the war which be thought he 
bad terminated, break out again with frcfli fury, that he 
was taken ill, and died of vexation. After his ^ath, the 
op 9 rm Silures defeated a legion, commanded by Manlius Valius : 
fuceuM Didius, being fcnt as fucceflbr to Oftorius, checked 
their progrefs, and fecured the Roman province from their 
incurfions. Mean while a civil war broke out among the 
Brigantes. Their queen Cartifmundua quarrelling with her 
hulband Veftufius, endeavoured to depofe him in favour of 
Vellocatus, who was her general. Hence the nation was 
divided into two fadlions, and that of Venufius being th'C 
mod powerful, Cartifmundua hadrecourfe to the protection 
of the Romans, which flie had earned by betraying Carac- 
tacus into their hands. Didius accordingly matched to her 
relief, and faved her from ruin ; but in fo doing, he en-^ 
tailed a troublefome war upon the empire ; the particulars 
of which we (hall mention in the reign of Nero *. 

The following year, Fauftus Sylla, and Salvius Otho Ti- 
tianus being confuls, the fenate pafiTed a rigorous decree for 
expelling the altrologers out Y>f Italy ; which, however, 
jjecret was never put in execution. Another decree waa^ued 
4 tgaifip againft women of rank w^ho married flaves, ordamug# 
that Ihe who thus debafed bcrfelf without the confent o{ 
mafter of the flavc, ihould lierfelf be reduced to a date 
pf llavery ; but where he confented, Ihe Ibould be held 
for a Save manumitted (Y). This year Claudius finiflied, 

at 

x Ta«it. Ann. lib, xU. csp. 40^ Id, lib. iii. cap. 45* 

(Y) Claudius declaroiM'^^ added, that pubhc thanks 
fenate, that Pallas wa? / be returned him, for 

vifer of this fchemc} whei^r signing, though defeended 
mm Bareaa Sbranus, IVom th^ anci^t xings of Area- 

alea* moved, that he mighf dia, to be radoned among the^ 
lewtfded with the om^ments of emperorh minid^, and 
pimcor, and a pre^t of about this his aife^st a0i£l% 

a huhd^ ihoafend pounds trf 

o^rnv)ftey, Scipio 
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kt all immfcnfc charge, the aqueduft which Caligula had ckmHms^M 
begun fourteen years before ; and confecrated it, to ufe the aqu^tuS- 
expreffion of the ancient writers, on the firft of Auguft, 
his birth-day. It was a work of extraordinary magnificence, 
as appears from its immenfe ruins, which are ftill to be 
feen, with an infeription, in which Claudius is (lyled em« 
peror the twenty-feventh time. Four hundred and fixty 
perfons were appointed to keep it in repair, and large fala-* 
lies afligned thetn out of the public treafury. 

The fame year the great canal, which had been defigned 
for draining the lake Fucinus, and had kept thirty thoufand 
men conftantly employed for eleven years, being, at length, 
completed, before the waters were let out Claudius ex- A€mhte 
hibited a naval fight, in which nineteen thoufand con- €xhtbu*d 
demned criminals enga^d on board a hundred large gal- 
lies, reprefenting the Sicilian and Rhodian fleets. The lake 
was furrounded with an inclofure of huge rafts, to obfl:ru£l: 
all means of flight, or cfcape. Upon the rafts flood the 
emperor’s guards; the lake was covered with gal lies ; the 
fhore, the adjacent hills, and the tops of the mountains, 
were crouded with a prodigious multitude, aflemblcd 
the neighbouring towns as well as from Rome. Ihc 
whole reprefented a vaft theatre ; and, that great numbers 
of fpeaators might be the better accommodated, a moun- 
tain between the lake and the river Liris was levelled. 

The emperor prefided, in a coat of mail, and witli him 
Agrippina, in a mantle of cloth of gold. When the two 
fleets were drawn up, and ready to engage, a Triton of fil- 
ver fpringing, by an ingenious contnvance, out of the midlt 
of the iSie, founded the charge, and the combat b^an * 
which, though between maiefaaors, was 1 

the (tourwe and obftinacy of brave foldiers : Jo that, after a 
• moft obffinate conteft, after many wounds, 
bloodflied, Claudius granted fuch of Ac 

theif lives, and redeemed them from 
conflia ^ OTcr,thc earth between the If f 
was rmoved i but the canal was found not to be funk lutt. 
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cicntly low to receive the water in the centre of the lake s 
its bed therefore was funk deeper ; and when this work was 
ended, which happened this year, to draw the multitude 
once more together, a fhow of gladiators was exhibited, 
upon bridges laid over it. After the fpeftacle, the emperor 
made a great banquet, juft at the fall from the lake ; but 
tlufwsLtcr breaking out unexpeftedly, with incredible vio- 
lence, bore down whatever was near it, Ihook the ground 
to a great diftance, and, by its impetuofity and roaring, ter- 
rified and difmayed Claudius, his guefts, and the fpe£lators, 
who all fled, and narrowly efcaped being carried away with 
the ftream (Z). 

Towards the end of the year the Bithynians fent depu- 
ties to Rome, to accufe Junius Cilo, their governor, of ex- 
tortion. He had, indeed, opprefTed them in a moft cruel 
and barbarous manner : but the emperor, when they were 
admitted to his prefence, not underltanding what they faid, 
defired Narciffiis, when thev withdrew, to acquaint him 
with the purport of their embafly. “ They are come (an- 
fwered NarcifTus), to return you thanks for your kindnefs, 
in appointing over them a man of fuch integrity, modera- 
tion, and difintereftednefs, as Cilo.'* Claudius, relying en^ 
tirely upon the faith of his freedman, commanded, that 
Cilo, fince he had given fuch fatisfaftion, fliould be con- 
tinued in his government two years longer, during which 
time he completed the ruin of that unhappy people r. 

y Dio, p. 687. 

(Z) We learn from Tacitus laid outon this llupendoiis work, 
(i), that, when the water was ufelefs expence; and Seneca 
discharged, the negligeiKC of writes, that the lake Fucinus 
the workmen, and the infuff\- was, in his time, flill full, though 
cicDcy of the work, manifeftly the workmen had, in Claudius’s 
Appeared. Suetonius feems to time, with immenfe labour, fl« 
innnuate, that Claudius accom- nllhed the caAl ; which, if 
plifhed this vafl undertaking, and Suetonius is to be credited, they 
drained the lake. Pliny like- hewed through a rock)«.moun- 
wife reckons the draining of the tain, of three miles extent (2). 
lake Fucinus among the moft Spartianus fays, that Adrian 
remarkable works ot Claudius ; drained tkis lake (3). How- 
but it was neglecfted, fays he, ever,^it is ft ill to be feen in the 
through envy, by his fucceflbr Farther Abruzzo, and is known 
Nero, ^ On the other hand, Dio by the name of the lake of Ce- 
Caffius calls the immenfe Turns lano. 

' (t) Tacit. Annal. lib- xii. cap. 57. (1) Suet. cap. 10. Plin. 

lib. xxxvi.cap. 15. (3} Spart, in Adr, p« ii« 

The 
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The following ccmfuls were Decimus Junius Silanus Yr, of F/, 
Torquatus and ^Haterius Antoninus ; during whofe ad- *♦«*• 
minillration, Nero, who had entered the fixteenth year of ^ ^ 
his age, married Oftavia the daughter of Claudius, to whom ‘ 
he had been contraded three years before. Soon after his iv#r« mmr^ 
nuptials, he, in order to difplay his eloquence, undertook riw 
the caufe of the Ilians \ and obtained for them, as thc*an- 
ceftors of the Romans, an entire immunity from ail taxes 
and tributes whatfoever. He likewife made an oration in 
favour of the Rhodians, and prevailed on Claudius to rc- 
ftore them to their ancient liberty, which had been often 
taken from them, and often rii-eftabliftied. A third ora- 
tion he pronounced in favour of the inhabitants of Bononia, 
a Roman colony, which had been almoft ruined by fire; 
and they were, at his intercefTion, relieved with a large 
bounty*. The two firft orations he uttered in Greek, and 
the third in Latin. At the fame time, the inhabitants of 
Apamea, Byzantium, and Coos, having recourfe to the 
young prince, obtained, by his mediation, fignal favours ; 
the Co^ns were indulged with a general immunity from 
impofitions, and the inhabitants of Apamea and Byzantium 
obtained a difeharge from all tribute for the fpace of five 
years, the latter having fuffered much by the late wars of 
Thrace and Bofporus Thefc generous aaions were per- 
formed through the policy of Agrippina, to gain her fon 
the reputation of a compaflionate and humane prnice. Un 
the contrary, flic engaged Claudius in the molt detefted 

meafures of cruelty. - 

As (he was defirous'of poflefling the fine gardens of Sta- 
tilius Taurus, a fenator of great diftindion, who had been 
proconful of Africa, flic fuborned Tarquinus Prifciis, for- 
merly his lieutenant, to charge him with having confulted 
the magicians concerning the term of the emp^or s life. 

Taurus, finding Agrippina bent upon 

ftroyed himfiif. The fenate were fo affeaed with the lofs 

of fuch a worthy citizen, and fo incenfed againft the ac- 

cufer,^that, exerting themfclves on this 

pelled him the fenate, notwithftanding the 

intrigues of Agrippina ^ Claudius had often declared, 

thatfhe fame autbwity fcould be allowed to 

of his procurators, or receivers, as /- j 

to fhew that this was no vague declaration, fenate 

be confirmed and cftabliflied by a wr- 

'I'hefe receivers of the emperors were their ftewards. per 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. xii. cap- 4«. S«et ‘ 

Aim. lib, xii. cap. s8. a Idem ibid. cap. s,- 



44 ® Roman Hiftory. 

fons etitrufted with their domeftic concemsi fen* the molt 
pan franchifed (laves ; and neverthelefsy to fuch vile indru-* 
ments the weak princcy entirely directed by them, was not 
afhamed to delegate^ by a folemn decree of the fenate, a 
equal to his own and to that of the laws. At the 
^timon ^ lame time» he conferred univerfal junrdi6Uon upon the 
groHtidio equeflrian order ; the fame jurifdidtion for which fo many 
^knights, feditions had been formerly raifed, and ib much blood (hed. 

In the following year, M. Afinius Marccllus and M. 
Acilius Aviola being confuls, a great change of affairs was 
portended, if the ancients are to be credited, by many pro- 
digies. But Agrippina was much more alarmed by a fay- 
ing of Claudius, uttered thoughtlefsJy in his wine : that 
it was his fate to bear the iniquities of his wives for fome 
time, and at laft to punilh them. About the fame time, 
having condemned a woman for adultery, he anfwered one 
of his freedmen, who applauded the juftice of his fentence. 
It is my^)f*t to be unfortunate in my marriages, and to 
punilh adulteries an exprelTion which plainly mewed that 
he was not unacquainted with the intrigues and amours of 
his wife. He likewife betrayed evident tokens of his re- 
penting his marriage with Agrippina, and the adoption of 
Nero ; for his fon Britannicus prefenting himfelf, he em- 
braced him with more than ordinary kindnefs, bidding him 
grow up, for he would give him an account of his whole 
condu^; adding, in Greek, ** It is love that prompts me/' 
He declared, at the fame time, his intention of giving him 
the manly robe foon, ** That the people of Rome (faid he), 
may have at lall a true Cxfar As the emperor uttered 
jio word, which was not immediately carried to Agrippina, 
ihe refolved to anticipate him, but firfl to deifroy, by his 
means, Domitia Lepida, who gave her no fmali unead- 
nefs (A). / 


Claudius 
is apprifed 
sfthg 
mncktdnefs 
sf Agrip- 
pma. 


t Tacit, cap. 64. Suet. cap. 43. 


(A) She was daughter to An- 
tonia the younger, great niece 
to Auguilus, coufin-gerinan to 
Agrippina the elder, and filler 
to Cneius pomitius, the pre- 
fent Agrippina’s former huf- 
band ; lb that Ihe elleemed hcr- 
fclf not inferior to Agrippina in 
nobility, to whom flie was equal 
in beauty, age, and wealth. 
They were, according to Taci- 
tus, both prolli lutes in their 


perfons, infamous in th«ir man- 
ners, violent in their tempers, 
and no lefs rivals in vices than 
in the lullre of their families, 
and the advantages of their for- 
tunes. But their chief conten- 
tion was, which of them, the 
aunt or the mother, Ihould ac- 
quire the fvvay over Nero. Le- 
pida endeavoured to gain him 
with careflesandprefents, while 
the imperious Agrippina treat- 
ed 
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To g<5t rid of her rival, (he accufed Lepida of having 
fought, by charms and imprecations, to deftroy the empe- 
ror’s wife ; and of difturbing the public peace of Italy, by 
negle£l:iilg to reftrairl her tumultuous flaves in Calabria. 
For thefe imputations (he was, by the fervile fenate, fen- 
tcnced to die ; and executed, notwithftailding the oppofi- 
tion and intereft of Narciflus, who grew daily more diitruft- 
ful of Agfippini ; and therefore endeavoured to fave Le- 
pida Claudius being taken ill, had recourfe to the foft 
air and wholefome waters of Sinuefla ; this occafiori was 
greedily feized by Agrippina, long fincc determined upon, 
his deftruciion 5 and, for that purpbfe, well furnilhed with 
wicked agents. She thought it would be fafcft to procure 
his death by poifon : but (he was at a lofs what fort to ufe; 
if it were powerful, arid fudden in its operation, her crime 
might thence be betrayed ; if^flow, and confumitig by de- 
grees, there was darlger that Claudius, wheri his end ap- 
proached, might fufpe 61 : her, and annul the adoption of 
Nero. At length fhe chofe a fubtle poifon, fuch as would 
diforder his fenfes, and not haftily put an end to his life. 
An experienced artift in fuch preparations was applied to, 
named Lo<?ufta, a woman who had been lately condemr^d 
for poifoning. By her the. potion was prepared ; and Ha- 
lotus, an eunuch, and the emperor s taller ( ), 
charged to adminifter it, he gave it accordingly, in a dilh 
of muihrooftia, of which Claudius was fond. But whether 
it was frota his nitural ftupidity, or becaufe he was diunk, 
he did not feetn to feci the virulence of the dofe ; at the 
fame time a diarrhoeji feemed to relieve him, and to defeat 
the operation and fotcc of the poifon. 

d Tacit* Ann. lib. xii. cap 65. 

Sdlluliianis. Deccflif. Nonls. 
Auguftis. M* Cocceio. Nerva* 
C. V ibio, Rufino. CofT.” Ti- 
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Ditmitim 
Lepida ae* 
cufed and 
condimtttd 


Claudius 
is taken ^ 
ill. 


Js potfened 
by the cm* 
trifuauce 
of dgrip* 
pina. 


cd him with feverity and threats, 
like one who was defirous, in- 
deed, to raife h|pi to the fo^^’ 
reign ty, but feemed determined 
not to allow him to exercife his 
fovereigST authority over her# 

(B) The office of tafler, ut- 
terly unknown in the times of 
the republic, was probably efta- 
blifticd by Auguftus, as we con- 
jefture from the following epi- 
taph, (bill to be feen at Rome ; 

“ Cenio. Cxll Herodiau. Prae- 
guftator, Oivi. Augufti. Idem# 

Folbea. ViUicus. In. Hortis# ^ 

(1) XMopb.Cyrop*d. Ub.». 

VoL. xn. *^4 


beriiis too had his taller, as ap- 
pearsfrom the following infcrip- 
tion : ** Ti. Claudius. Tlamma. 

ClauVus. Ti. Aug. Pr*guft«- 
tor." Their example was, no 
doubt, followed by all the other 
emperors. This cuftom obtain- 
ed ^ong the Perfiaos, as we 
read in Xenophon (Oi 

them, in all likelihood, the Ro. 

roan emperors borrowed it. 


Agrip- 



00 the koman 

Yo of Fl* Agripplnai therefore^ convinced that her own life at 
*403. {take, had rccourfe to Xenophon, the emperor’s phyfician, 
^ P* 55 * who, being already engaged in her wicked dcfigns, un- 
* der pretence of alnfting Claudius in his efforts to vomit, 
thriife dowp his throat a feather dipped in potent poifon, 

, which foon put an end to his life Thus died the empe- 
rof Cams Tiberius Claudius Nero, on the thirteenth of 
Oftober, in the fixty-fourth year of his age, after having 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and twenty days, 
reckoning from the day of Caius’s death. He was a weak 
prince, of a fickle difpofition ; had no difeernment or paf- 
fions of his own, but was entirely governed by his wives 
and freedmen. However, Tacitus feems to allow him a 
fliarc of fenfe at intervals. Suetonius reproaches him with 
cruelty j and tells us, that thirty-five fenators, and above 
three nundred Roman knights, were by his orders put to 
death : but it is certain that fhe prince nimfelf was altoge- 
ther a ftranger to moil of thefe executions j for a centurion 
informing him one day, that,purfaant to his orders, fuch a 
confular had been executed, tne emperor, with thegreatefl: 
furprize, anfwercd, that he had giverl no fuch command ; 
but one of his freedmen replying, that the officer had done 
well, in revenging injuries offered to the perfon of the 
emperor, he acquiefeed ; and, without farther enquiry, ap- 
proved of the execution ^ Seneca, in the bitter fatire he 
penned againfl him, fays, among other things, that he no 
more fcrupled to take away a man’s life, than to kill a fly 
But his hatred to Claudius, by whom he had been baniflicd 
to the ifland of Corfica, and kept there for the fpace of 
eight years, induced him to charge the prince with thofe 
crimes which other writers, free from paflion and preju- 
dice, attribute to his wives and freedmen. He had, accord- 
ing to Tacitus, Dio Caffius, and Suetonius, many good 
qualities 5 was an utter enemy to all pride and oftentation ; 
a itrangcr to revenge ; free from the imputation of avarice ; 
a great lover of jufticc 5 an^ when he was not, through fear, 
deprived of his fenjTes, inclined to mercy and rom^ffion. 
Agrippina While Claudius lay dead, the fenate, the confuls, and 
pontiffs, were offiering vows for hi$ health ; relloratives 
Vqw.' were {till ajmUed. apd every thing performed, as if they 
were not withp^t hopes of his recovery, till matters were 
difpofed for fec^ring the en^pire to Nero. With this view 
Agi’ippina, as foon aa the prince expired, affeding incon- 
folable griefi and pretending to feck fome relief to her fur- 

e Tacit. Ami. lib. xii, cap. 69. Dip, p.SS8. Senep, Lud. p. 47 |« 
Su«t. lib. vi. p. 44, 45» ^ Su€t. Cap. gSenec. Lud. 

in Claud- p. 478. 


row, 
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row, clafpedl Bntailmcus fail in her arms ; ftyled him the 

various devicesi^ 

tims to. 

the prm^ii^ifecioTcrirtg. When . 

ble ^^^e^M8n8 to prevent any 'dlftiirbane^; at 
gatcfl-of^^e palace^wcrc uncxpcajfdly Sipcr^^ 

New>, ^ec<>inpanied by BifrrKw, ^^afn Ac ^to^jp 
gti^: 4 d, repaired to the cohehrtWh^^as t^ch 
There, by the command of Burrh'fe, he wai received with 
|0J^ul acclaniatiohs, ati^ inftantly |>dt'into a iktcf. Spmc 
indeed hcfitated, frequendv logfeing arid.aficThg where was 
Britannicus ? As he dctatbadlji the chamber of the 
deceafed emperor, >hd no o he appeared ^ propofe him, 
they joined the others, and embraced the olfer which was 
made them. Thus Nero was carried to the Camp, where, Procurts 
after a fpeech fuitable to the exigency of the pccafion, and Nero to b$ 
the promife of a largefs equal to Chat of the late prince, he 
was faluted emperor. The declaration of the foldicrs was 
followed and confirmed by the decrees of the fenate, which 
Were, without reluctance, acc^ted by the people, both at 
Rome and in the province^. To Claudius was decreed 9 
folemn and pompous funef^, the fame as had been ordain** 
ed for Auguftus, Agrippina emulating the magniScence of 
her great-gr^irfmother Livia Augufta. His laft will, how- 
ever, though at tefted by tjie hands and feals of all the ma** 

^(trates, Wa« not read in public, left his preferring the foa 
of his wife to his own fon, might be refented by the people **• 

Nero had fcarcc been proclaimed emperor, when the im- 

e inons^amt revengeful Agrippina haftened to difpatch 
arciffhs,V(^o had^oken reprcachfully of her, and betray- Njirc^ut 
ed no Aiaii aftefidon for Britannicus. She him to 

beim^^^yia^ely ati^ed,,a dragged to prtfon, where he ^t„gt and 
was, iiiitigh fear of a inwc ignominious and cruel death, jealoufyof 
conftfs^^tolay violcnt^ands c^^feinifelf, much againft Agript^t 
the will^^Kcro. He is faid to have, j^en at once profuffe 
ai^ Ta^eibos j to have furpSifled in* 'health Crmfus, tub 
of Bferfia, and Claudius, hiipfclf ; andi" at the fame 
^><^li^fe'excclled all the prqdigaK of his A® 

aShliM:?, under Cila^alus^ his frslendi^was 

foreign h5hg8,\dtSes^i^dpVtmhces ; all ftrx^g 

t»%l|^||:inake him the moft magnificent prefents. INjf 
the cdnrfc of Claudiuses rei^ by ho^^nany 
crimes he deferved the fate that overtook him at lalt : nut 

h Tacit, Ann. lib. xi'i. c»p. 69. Suet. cap. 44 * 
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after all, he was faithful to his mailer, preferved his iSfe! 
with great care, and was ready, as Tacitus informs us, to 
lay down his own for his fcrvice. Agrippina would never 
have attempted to poifon Claudius, if Dio CalSus is to be 
credited, had Ihc not firft removed Narciflus, by perfuading 
him to try the baths of Campania for the recovery of his 
health. Before he deftroyed himfelf, he conligned to the 
flames feveral letters and fecret papers againfl Agrippina, 
which, as the prince's fecretary, he had in hiscuHody, that 
her accufers might not be expofed to the fury of a woman, 
whofe impetuous fpirit and violent lull of dominion, if not 
rcllraincd, would foon drench Home in blood 

About the fame time another vi£lim,far more illullrious, 
was facrificed, and, indeed, unknown to Nero, by the deadly 
end Junius hate of Agrippina. This was Julius Silan us, proconful of 
Silanus, Alla, a man of great wealth, and equal quality, but of a 
quiet difpofition j and fo little inclined to raife any commo- 
tions in the Hate, that he had, during the late reigns, fpent his 
life in llothful indolence, being treated with fuch contempt, 
that' Caligula ufed to call him the golden fheep. However, 
upon the death ofClaudius,it waswhifpered among the popu- 
lace, that as Nero was fcarce out of his childhood, and had 
by iniquity acquired the empire, fuch a man as Silanus 
ought to be preferred to him ; one of ripe years, of un- 
blemilhed character, and, what was then highly elleemed, 
defeended from the Caefars ; for he too was the great-grand- 
fon of Auguftus. Thefc murmurs alarmed Agrippina, who 
fent orders, without her fon's confent or knowlege, to P- 
Celer, a Roman knight, and to Helius, a freedman, both 
the emperor's receivers in Afia, to murder Silanus. Her 
commands were obeyed, and poifon was given him at a 
banquet by the two aflaflins, fo openly, as evinced they 
were neither alhamed nor afraid to own the murder, 

Burrhus A torrent of blood would have followed, had not Afra- 
aud Stntca nius Burrhus and Annaeus Seneca interpofed. Thefc were 
^irincT/ governors of the young prince, who was now only in 
govirnors. the feventeenth year of his age. Though partners ifrpower 
yet they lived free froin all jealoufy and emulation, and were 
of equal weight and authority, though different in their ac- 
complilhments. Burrhus was his in(lru6lor in the military 
art, and Seneca in the precepts of eloquence. Ilf thefe dif- 
ferent offices they affided and . fupported each other, the 
cafierto manage the dangerous age of the prince, neither 
having any thing in view but the fervice of their illuftrious 
pupil, and the welfare of the public. They had both one 

* Bio, p, 618. 

confta»t 
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cotiftant ftruggle to maintain agaiilft the turbulent fpirit of 
Agrippina, who, tranfported with the luft of ruling with- 
out control, and fupported by Pallas, even before the ob- 
fequies of her hufband were performed, would have facri- 
ficed to her rage and jealoufy all thofe who gave her the 
lead umbrage : but Burrhus and Seneca, unanimoully ex- Th^y re- 
erting their authority, reftrained her blind rage, and kept rA/ 
her within bounds. Nero, indeed, conferred all kinds 
honours upon her ; and to the tribune who came to attend 
him the firft day of his government, for the word, he gave 
that of optima matcr^ excellent mother- The fenate too, the 
firft time they aflembled, decreed her two lidors, and fe- 
veral other marks of diftindbon : but the emperor's gover- 
nors, bearing a great fway over his youthful mind, prevent- 
ed her from committing fuch excefies as fhe had been guilty 
of during the late reign 

Nero’s firft care, after his accefiion to the empire, was 
to perform, with all poffible pomp and magnificence, the 
obfequies of the deceafed emperor. He pronounced his Ctaudws 
funeral oration ; in which he difplayed the antiquity of his 
lineage, the many confulfhips, the many triumphs, of his 
anceftors. He likewife touched upon his perfonal accom- 
pliftiments, efpecially his eloquence, and thorough know- 
lege of the Greek tongue } all which was heard with atten- 
tion and pleafure : but when he began to extol the wifdom, 
forefight, and providence of Claudius, the whole audience 
broke into laughter, though the fpeech was of Seneca s 
compofing, and difeovered much accuracy and elegance ; 
for he had, fays Tacitus, a fine genius, and a ftyle well 
adapted to the tafte of that time (C)* 

k Tacit. Aunfil. lib. xiii. cap. i, ». Suet. lib. vi. cap. %• Dio, lib. 

Ixi. p. 690. ^ 


(C) On this occafion it was 
obferved, that Nero was the firft 
Romai^cmpcror who wanted the 
affiftance of another man’s elo» 
quence ; Caefar, the diftator, 
was of a rank with the moft 
diftinguiihed orators ; and none 
of his fuccelTors wanted elo- 
quence, addrefs, and energy, 
in fpcaking ; but Nero having 
from his early childhood, ap- 
plied himfelf to graving, paint- 


finging, and managing of 
iriots, was obliged to em- 
>y the pen ot Seneca, wherc- 
rr he hfid occafion to Ipeak 
public, or even to write let- 
s concerning affairs of any 
ponance. Seneca had one 
der him, named Bcryllus, 
ko isffrled by JofephusCi). 
sro’s preceptor, but was only 
I Greek fecretary. 


( j) Jofeph. Aotiq. lib. xx. cap. 7- 
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Niro's 
fiiich to 
the finale.* 


Homurj 
decreed, 
ktm by the 
fmate, 


Inflames of 
kss Clemen^ 
^ and 
good-na- 
tore* 


When the funeral rites were over, the young prince re- 
paired to the feriate, where, after a preamble, jn which he 
acknowleged bimfelf indebted for the empire to the author 
rity of the fenate, and the concurrence of the Ibldiery, he 
declared in what manner he defigned to govern ; that he 
claimed not the judgement and decilion of affairs ; that the 
whole power and authority Chould not be confined to a few 
pjerfons, but every magiftrate fhould have his peculiar ju- 
rifdi£tion; that nothing fhould be faleable within his walls, 
nor any accefs there to informers ; that, between his farni* 
ly and the republic, a juft diftindition fhould ever be main-^ 
tained ; that the fenate fhould preferve their ancient, jurif- 
diflion ; that Italy, and the provinces belonging to the 
people, fhouldappjy only to the cpnfuls, and by them pro- 
cure accefs to fathers \ that to himfelf he referved what 
was efpecially committed to his care, the direftion of the 
armies. He concluded with alluring them, that he de- 
figned to govern his people according to the model of the 
deified Auguftus. The tena^e ordered Jhis fpeech, which 
was likewile cortipofed by SenecsU to be engraved on a plate 
of filver, and to be annually read in the fenate by the new 
confuls h At the fame time, they heaped all kinds of ho- 
nours upon him V which he accepted, without refufing any, 
except that of Father of his Country, in confideration of 
his youth : even this, however, he affumed before the fe- 
eond year of his reign expired, as appears from fome an- 
cient medals. 

He feemed, at firft, inclined to perform the mighty pro- 
iSaifes he had made to the fenate ; for this year be gave nu- 
merous inftances of clemency, moderation, and affability : 
to .the people he diftributed four hundred feflerces a man ; 
to fuch of the fenatorsas were d^feended from illuftrious 
families, but reduced to poverty, he allowed annual fala- 
ries ; to fome five hundred thoufand feflerces, befides a cer- 
tain quamtHy of corn, which helikewife diftributed monthly 
to his guards. Many tmpofitions he utterly fupprefled, and 
retrenches others to a f^ourth : he redrefled feveral^ifor- 
ders 5 reftfained the profufe luxury of feafts and banquets, 
whKh had during the late reign, Claudius being 

greatly addift^ to feafting : with the approbation of the 
fenate he publiihcd an edift, prohibiting the felling of any 
thing boiled in public houfes, except pulfe and greens ; he 
fuppreffed a kind of fports,, in which certain perfons, ^run- 
ning abput the eity, pretended to have, by cuftom, ac- 
quired a right of robbing, as it were, in jeft, all they met. 


^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xiti. cap. SnmU cap* to* Dio, p« 650. 

and 



%55 


^the' l^O^OH tlifloty, 

and carrying off ^^hat^er they could feizc TKo * 

?!>»!« S«ni4 ft"S ofcliT* ‘fflS* 1*"'’; 

nf t;n« ^ enfighs of royalty, and title 

of king, the country of Sophcne, lyin^ betureen Armi^«; ^ 

Mefopotamia, and Coma gene; and^ aided fome t>TnTo/ 

a.\i\ee to the tetritonea '^i^ich Claudius had given to Agrip. 
pa, the fon of Agrippa, king of Judaea Before tlie^ycar 
expired, ambafladors arrived from Armenia, to plead be- 
fore Nero a caufe of their nation ; and, while the emperor 
was hearing them, feated on the imperial throne, Agrip- 
pina fuddenly appeared, and was advancing to fit in joint 
} udgement With the prince. The whole aflembly was (truck The uh- 
with amazement; but no one daring to reftrain her, Se- 
neca advifed him to defeend, and meet his mother : thus, 
under the difguife of filial reverence, that public difgrace 
was prevented ; for the Romans thought it highly ignomi- 
nious, that foreign nations fhould believe them to be go- 
verned by a woman. The audience was deferred to another 
day, when Seneca and Burrhus took eifedtual care to pre- 
vent her difturbingjt. As her fon was a youth, and, wholly 
indebted to her intrigues for tjie fovercignty, (he claimed 
an equal (hare with him ; and therefore pretended to an- 
fwer foreign amba(radors conjointly; to write letters to 
princes and kings ; to difpatch orders to the governois of 
provinces, and commanders of armies ; to prefide among 

® Tacit. Armal. lib. xiH. cap. 5, Joftph. Ant, Kb. xx. cap. 5. 


(D) However, from refpe^ of Gallic, the brother of Sene^ 
m her, he'eaufed her late huf- ca, who, hearing of the dcifica- 
band Claudius to be ranked a- tion of Claudius, couk) not help 
motjg the gods, with all the exclaiming, that he had been 
folemnity and pomps of priells, drawn up to heaven with a hook, 
altars, and facrifices : wjiich as the criminals were dragged 
g^ve occafion to the plcafantiy to the Tiber (i). 

(0 I>io> P- 
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, thcRomui eagles* and, inftjort, to be called and aclcnow^ 
leged a partner in the enjpirc which her anceftors Kad aci 
quired, and fl^e had conferred on hq: fon. She always ac-< 
companied hiip in the fame litter, was attended hy the 
fame guards, and, at hr(t, prevailed upon the young prince 
to aiTcmble the fepate in the palace, that, polled by a door 
^ind a curtain, flie might overhear the debates, without 
being feen. , Seneta and Burrhus, apprifed what dreadful 
diforders (he would raife, if Ihe once obtained the afcen> 
dant over the prince, left no method untried to leflen her 
power; and their attenipts were not without fuccefs. The 
fame year Nero applied to^the fenate for a ftatue to his fa- 
ther, and for the confular ornaments to Afeonius Labeo, 
who ha.d been his tutor, The fenate not only co.mplied 
with his requell, . but, at the fame time, decreed llatues to 
himfelf of folid filvcr and gold ; which he abfolutcly rc- 
fufed. The fenate likewife decreed, that the year Ihould, 

, for the future, begin on Deccipber, the month in which 
Nero was born:, but, notwithftanding the ordinance pf the 
fenate, he preferved the ancient cuftom of beginning the 
year with the fitft- of Janjiaty, Neither would he adpiit a 
criminal profecution againll Carinas Celer, a fepator, upon 
the accufation of a Have ; nor againll Julius Denfus, a Ro- 
man knight, who was charged with hi® devotion to Britan- 
nicus, as a great crime *. ■ 

Yr, of FI. In the following year, Nero, who was, by a decree of the 
fepate, to exercife the confulftip in the twentieth year of 
U. C. S04' hi® though he was now but ip his eighteenth, tooh 

poffelTion of that dignity, agreeable to the cuRom of other 

ffere'j /rj emperors, who' never failed to alTume the fafees the year 
tonfulflxp. after their acceffion to rhe empire. He chofe for his col- 
league Antillius Vetus, but would not fuffer him tp 
fwear, as ufual, that he wduld obferve the inllitutions of 
the emperor ; an inllance of modelly highly extolled by the 
fathers, with a delign to animate bis youthful mind to the 
purfuit of glory refulting from things of greater moment. 
At the fame time, he extended his mercy towards Plautius 
Lateranus, who haying been, formerly degraded from the 
order of feinator, for adultery with Meflalina, was now rer 
lloredtO’his ancient rank* After two months he religned 
the fafees; but to whom, we arc no where told. 

y®*'' Nero firft began to difregard the authority of 
^Mkoritpnf mntber; a mark of contempt which was no way dif- 
mothtr. to Seneca and Burrhus, who dreaded her violent 

fpirit, and expefted to fee the calamities of the late reign 

“ Tacit. AnpaU lib, xU), cap. |i. 
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rc^ w^ed, if ever (he (hould bear the chief fway in die 
ijiiniftration. The young prince conceived a violent paf^ 

(Jon for a franchifed (lave^ named \ and, at the fame 
time, confultcd, as confidents in his amour, Otho and 
Claudius Sepecio ; the firll of a confular family^ the fame 
who afterwards arrived at the empire ; and the other, the 
fon of one of the emperor’s fre^idmen, They were li>th 
youths of graceful perfpns, but entirely abandoned lo all 
manner of lewdnefs and debauchery ^ and, on that account, 
admitted by Nero to an entire intipiacy. Seneca and Bur- 
rhus were foon informed of their pupil’s intrigue \ but 
upon mature deliberation, thought it advisable not to 
thwart him in his amour, fince, with a woman of low con- 
dition, to the injury of no man, the prince fatisfied his 
youthful inclinations ; whereas, if he were reftrained from 
that gallantry, there was room to dread that he would 
outrageoufly infult women of the greateft diftindion ; for 
he had already conceived an utter averfion to his wife Oda- 
via, however illullrious in her birth, however celebrated 
for her virtue. 

Agrippina could not endure the irregular condu£l of her 
fon, not from any motive of virtue, as will foon appear, 
but becaufe (he dreaded the extravagant power of a concu- 
bine. She left no arts unpraftifed to check his growing Neroehtek* 
pallion ; (he filled the city with the angry invedlives of an 
incenfed woman, and complained that a manumitted flave 
was become her rival, an handmaid her daughter-iri-law. 

Bi;t the keener her reproaches were, the more they fired 
her foil’s paflion ; fo that, being at length overcome by its 
force, he (fiook off all refpe£t to his mother; and threw 
himfelf, without feferve, into the arms of Seneca, with 
whom he knew- Annseus Screnus (E) lived in clofe confi- 
dence, one who had hitherto bovered the prince’s paffion 
for Ai\cy by pretending to be jn love with her himfelf ; and 
had openly prefented to her, in bis own name, whatever 
Nero in fecret beftowed ppon her. Agrippina was no •wh$eHdu^ 
fooner^pprifed of thefe particulars, than (he changed her 
arts and addrefs, attempting to regain the confidence of 

hitn* 

(E) He was commander of gree grieved for the lofs of fo 
the city-guards, and generally dear and worthy a friend, as he 
cileeined, notwithilanding his himfelf owns in one of his let- 
thus concealing Nero’s paffion ters (a), that he deferved to be 
for A61e. To him Seneca in- ranked among thofe who had 
feribed his books De Tranquil- fufiered themtelves to be over- 
state ; and was to fuch a de- come by an untimely grief* 

(z) Sencct Epift. 


her 
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fon by gentle itiid aHiurmg even offeree! 

Mm her own cb^ber, that there# a*>d| if he pleafed, with* 
m her own armi he might more privately indulge his paf* 
fion : eveii acknowle^d her nnfeafonable feverity^ and 

made him a tender of aH ner wealthi whkh was not much 
ihmft ol the imfieriai treafarea^ Thus^ from being too 
ftljift in checking her fon^ ihe became, all at once, beyond 
ztieaiire, fuhm^ve and fawning* This fudden altera* 
tion did not deceive Nero $ and his intimate friends, dread* 
ing it, entreated him to be noon his guard againft the fnares 
of an implacable aind deceitful woman ®. 

It happened about this time, that, as Nero was furveying 
the rich ornarocat# in which the emperor's wives and mo* 
thers tifed to s[ppear on fbtemn days, be fele£led the moll 
pompous and ftately, arid fent them as ptefents to his mo* 
thcr. This ftep the yoimg prince took, to convince her, 
that though be would not be governed by her, yet he bore 
her no rancour, or ill-will: hut Agrippina, tranfported 
wkh rage# uttered bitter complaints againft her Ion, who, 
(he faid, by fending her fuch trifles, did not fo much intend 
to make her a prefent, as fo exclude her from all the reft, 
and to divide with her What he had wholly received from 
her. Thefe words were immediately carried to Nero, with 
hitwitn aggravations; who thereupon, provoked with Pallas, by 
ffiro and ebiefly Agrippina was fupported in her ambitious de- 

Agrifpma, difmiffcd' him from the management of the finances, 

which he had reedved from Claudius, and in which he had 
a£tcd more like the foverdgn dire£lof of the empire than a 
minifter (F)^ 

^kidtf- The difgratec of FaHas provollcd Agrippina to fuch a 
gractof degree, that, not able to reftrain her rage, Ihc abandoned 
Pallas re- herfelf to it witluMit reftralnt, catering dreadful threats and 
j^tid by curfes, even in the emperorV hearing. Britannicus, (faid 
Agnpptna. groWii upi tb^ trUe and worthy fon of Clau- 
dius : he is now fit to the'empire of his father ; an 

empire which who is a fon on^ by adoption, Jholds, 

Tacit. AniMt/^b. dit, cap. 13. 

(F) We are told, that, as he his accounts, the pubfic Ihould 
left the palace, attend by have no more demands upon 
many followers, Nero faid, not him than he upon the 4>ublic. 
unpleafantly, “ Fallas is gpiUf Than Patlas forteited his power, 
to abdicate the fovereipity.” but preferved immenfe wealth. 
The emperor, however, aflUred amounting to feven millions of 
him, upon his word, that he our money, to the hour of his 
ihould not be queflioned for his death, which happened in the 
paft behaviour ; and that, as to mgiwh year of Nero’s 
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to the prejudice of the lawful heir; and exerts his ill- 
acquired power chiefly to abufe arid infult his mother/’ 
She threatened to publifh to the world all her infamous 
praftices, all the fteps fhe had taken to fecure the empire to 
the ungrateful monfter her fon, the furreptitious adoption, 
her own guilt in poifoning her hulband, and the crying ca- 
lamities (he had brought upon her own family, the unhappy 
houfe of Gcrmanicus. She added, that only one coz^ort, 
by the providence of the gods, remained to her, tha(t her 
ftep-fon was ftill alive ; with him Ihe would repair to the 
camp, and there leave it to the deciCon of the foldiery, whe- 
ther the prating pedagogue Seneca, and the maimed Bur- 
rhus, or the fon of the deified Claudius, and the daughter 
of the renowned Germanicus, fhould have the fovercign 
rule of mankind. At the fame time, (he fliopk her fift at 
the emperor, clenched her hands, uttered all manner of 
reproaches, curfes, imprecations ; devoted the monfter, fo 
fhe called her fon, and his governors, to the infernal furies ; 
invoked the manes of her hufband Claudius, of the Silahi, 
and many others, whom fhe had murdered, to no purpofe. 
This conduft alarmed Nero. As Britannicus next day end- 
ed the fourteenth year of his age, when he was to take the 
manly robe, the emperor began ferioufly to refle<ft with 
himfclf on the viofcnt temper of his mother, as well as up- 
on the promifmg genius of the youth, of which he had 
given, in the late feafts of Saturn, a remarkable proof, and 
gained by it the favour and efteem of all ranks (G). 

From 

(G) Befides many other in- of the company, and there fing 
DOcent diverfions prajftifed on a fong. He hoped the boy, un- 
that occafion by the Roman accultomed as he was to corn- 
youth of the like age and con- pany, and quite ignorant bow 
dition, it was an ancient cuftom to behave himfelf in public, 
among them to chooie a king, would become an object of 
whofe commands, whatever they laughter; but Britannicus, to 
were, the whole company was the great furpri^e of all, with ^ 
bound tc>obey, The king was becoming modefty, and an un- 
chofen by lot ; and, in the pa- difturbed addrefs, though the 
lace, where the emperor, who eyes of the whole court were 
was himfelf a youth, Britanni- upon him, raifed his voice, and 
cus, and other noble youths, di- fang a few verfes, importing, 
verted themielves with this paf- that he was bereft of his natural 
time, the lot fell upon Nero, inheritance, and unjuftly de- 
who thereupon gave to all, the prived of the authority to which 
reft different commands, yet he Was born. The modeft and 
fuch as expofed them to no ri- comely a%e(ft of the youth, 4:he 
dlcule ; but that to Britannicus dfCep concern he betrayed in 
was, to ftand up in the middle every note, and the rcilc^<ms 

which 
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From that time Nero conceived an irreconcileablc hatred 
to the innMcnt youth; and, being alarmed at the threats 
of bis mother, he refolved to rid himfelf of one, whom he 
no longer beheld as a brother but as a competitbr : how- 
ever, not daring openly to command the execution of a 
perfon of his rank, whom he could reproach with no crime, 
|w ordered poifon to be privately prepared, employing, as 
his %cnt, Julius Follio, tribune of a prsetorian cohort, in 
whofe cuftody was k?pt, under condemnation, the famous 
Locufta, who had adminiftered poifon to Claudius. As for 
thofe who were about the perfon of Britannicus, Agrippina 
had long fince taken care, that they fliould be fuch as had 
no fenfe of honour or honefty. The dofe was therefore 
haRily prepared by LocuRa, and adminiftered to the young 
prince by the hands of his governors ; but, whether it was 
not powerful enough in itfelf, or had been weakened on 
puroofe that its too fudden operation might not create 
fufpicion, it produced little or no effeft. Nero was fo in- 
cenfed at this mifearriage, that he threatened the tribune 
with immediate death ; and would have ordered Locufta to 
be executed, purfuant to her former fentence, for prefer- 
ring her own fafety to the fecurity of the prince, had Ihe 
not undertaken to prepare a dofe, which fhould difpatch 
him as fuddenly as a dagger. Accordingly, the deadly 
potion, compounded of feveral violent poifons, was prepar- 
ed, in a chamber next to the emperor’s, and in his pre- 
fence. It was adminiftered to Britannicus, while he fat at 
a feparate table in the emperor’s apartment, according to 
the cuftom obferved by the children of the reigning family, 
who were never admitted to the emperor’s table, but took 
their meals apart with other young noblemen, not in a 
lying, but fitting pofture. Whatever the princes of the 
imperial family eat or drank, was firft tafted by an officer 
called pr^uftator. To the end therefore, that neither this 
cuftom might be omitted, nor the iniquity be difeovered 
By the death of both, the matter was thus concerted. To 
Britannicus drink was prefented without poifpn, and tried 
by the tafter, but fcalding hot, and, for that reafon, re- 
turned : It was then tempered with cold water, into which 
poifon had been poured beforehand, of fuch force, that 
Britannicus had fcare.fwallowed it, when he fell to the 


which all who were prefent verfes he fung, immediately 
made, drew fighs and tears withdrew, as did all the reft, in 
from the whole company. Ne- filence, to indulge their grief in 
ro, flruck with the addrefs of private, and let their tears flow 
the youth, but more with the unrefirained. 
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ground, bereft at once of fpcech and life. Fear and 
trembling feized his companions; fome inftantly made oiF, 
but others, who comprehended the myftery, remained with 
their eyes fixed ftedfaftly upon Nero, who, without betray- 
ing the leaft emotion, declared, it was only an ufual fit of 
the falling-ficknefs, to which Britannicus had been fubjei^ 
from his early childhood ; and that, by degrees, his fight 
and underftanding would return. Agrippina, and the young 
prince’s fifter Odtavia, were both prefent, but ftrove to 
conceal their grief and furprize. Ociavia had learned from 
her infancy to diflembk every fymotom of grief and tender- 
nefs, and every other afFedtion of her foul ; but Agrippina, 
fenfible that her lad refuge was fnatched from her, could not 
help betraying manifeft tokens of dread and confternation. 
However, fhe endeavoured to hide her concern ; fo that, 
after a fiiort filcnce, the gaiety of the entertainment was 
refumed p. 

Upon the fame day were feen the untimely fate of His fuut- 
Britannicus, and his funeral pile, to which his body was 
conveyed in the evening, all things belonging to his funeral 
having been previoufly prepared. His remains were depo- 
fited in the field of Mars, without any pomp, folemnity, or 
even a funeral oration, though he was the laft branch of 
the Claudian family, which had fubfifted in great fplendor, 
and upon its own dock, without adoptions, ever fince the 
time of Romulus. During the funeral ceremony, a vio- 
lent and tempeduous (hower of rain fell, which the popu- 
lace confidered as a declaration of the wrath of the gods for 
fuch an enormous iniquity ; while others, refiedting on the 
eternal didenfions of rival brothers, and the unfociable 
genius of fovereignty, called it a venial crime \ 

Nero, by an edidt, judified ^e hady difpatch of the ob- NertTs 
fequies; complained, that in Britannicus he had lod the 
fuppori of a brother ; and exhorted the fathers to cherifh, 
with the greater tendernefs, a prince, who alone furvived, 
of a family born to fudain the fovereign power. He then 
didributed the pofieflions of Britannicus, his palaces in 
Rome, his manors and villas throughout Italy, like fpoils 
taken in war, among the chief perfons of his court, to pur- 
chafe, by fuch donations, their approbation, or, at lead, 
their filence (H). In this didribution Nero did not forget 

his 

F Tacit. Aoili. lib* xiii* cap. 16, 17, q Idem, cap> 17. 

(H) Tacitus tells us, that notwithftandingthefeverityand 
foine were fevcrcly cenfured for uprightnefs they profefled. He 
fliarmg in thefe diftributions, means, no doubt, Burrhus and 

Seneca; 
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1)16 mother; but could by no liberalities calm ner teih^ 
peftuous fpirit. She carefled 061avia, the deceafed prihce’s 
lifter, and the emperor’s wife ; held frequently fecrct cabals 
with her confidents, and was amalling treafure, as if (he 
had fome great defign to execute. She paid great atten- 
tion to the tribunes and centurions, and received, in the 
moft obliging manner, fuch of the nobility as came to wait 
upon her. Thefe mcafurcs being reported to Nero, he 
withdrew the praetorian guards which attended her, as con- 
fort to the late emperor and mother to the prefent, and 
aifo the band of Germans, which, as a farther honour, had 
been added to the former ; at the fame time he commanded 
her to quit the palace, and retire to the houfe which had 
belonged to her grandmother Antonia. He repaired thither 
fometimes to vifit her, but always furrounded with a croud 
of officers ; and, withdrew, after a Ihort compliment. 
Agrippina was immediately deferred in her new habitation ; 
the throng of courtiers who daily frequented her levee, 
while (he lived in the palace, inftantly vanilhed ; no one 
appeared to confole her in her difgrace ; no one to vifit 
her^ except a fmall number of ladies, and thefe not from 
any friendlhip or alFe£^ion, but to watch all the words and 
a£lion8 of the difgraced princefs, and carry them, with the 
ufual aggravations of tale-bearers, to the emperor. 

Among thefe was Julia Silana, whom Caius Silius had 
divorced, to marry MelTalina. She v/ is no lefs infamous 
for her lewdnefs than renowned on rccoi|fU> of her high 
birth and extraordinary beauty ; had ba>i^ long dear to 
Agrippina; and, for a confiderable while, lived with her 
in great intimacy ; but being afterwards difgufted with her, 
for diverting Sextius Africanus, a noble youth, from mar- 
rying her, <he refolved to make Agrippina pay dear for that 
injury. With this view (he inftruSed two of her own crea- 
tures, Iturius and Caivifius, to accufe her of a defign to 
marry Rubellius Plautus, great grandfon of Auguftus, with 
a view to raife difturbanccs in the ftate. This furmife was 
hy Iturius and Caivifius imparted to Atimetus, the freedman 
of Domitia, Nero’s aunt, and hy him to Paris, the cele* 
brated player, who was alfo Domida’s freedman. Paris 
baftened to the 'emperor, laid before him a minute detail 

Sinieca ; but endeavours to ex- own confcience, hoped that his 
cufe thetn^ by adding, that crimes would be overlooked, if 
they were perhaps forced to ac- by largefTcs he could involve, 
the prefcnts by the authq- as it were, in die fame guilt, 
rhy of the euiperor, who being peribos of fiach crecBt and re« 
ti^isg with the guilt of bit putation. « 


of 
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of Ac pretended confpiracy, and fo alarmed him, that, 
without any farther inquiries, he refolvcd pot only to put 
his mother and Plautus to death, but tp remove Burrhus, 
the captain of his guards, as one who owed his promotion 
to Agrippina. Nero could pot be diverted from the im- 
pious purpofe of killing his mother, till Burrhus undcrt^k Burrhus 
to fee her executed, in cafe fhe were convicted of the crimes interssdes 
laid to her charge; but every one, he fajd, ought to be 
heard before condemnation, more cfpecially a mother. 

Early next morning Burrhus and Seneca, attended by fome 
of the emperor’s freedmen, to liften to their difcourfe, went 
to wait on Agrippina, to notify the charge brought againft 
her, and give in the names of her accufers. She received 
them with great haughtinefs ; and, when her crimes were 
explained to her, defended herfelf with her wonted fierce- 
nefs, but at the fame time, with fuch energy, that Seneca Sheis found 
and Burrhus, convinced of her innocence, not only declar- innocent^ 
cd her free from all guilt, but, at her requeft, prevailed 
with the emperor to grant her an interview. Upon this oc- 
Gallon, Ihe took not the leaft notice of the crimes laid to ' ' 
her charge, as if her innocence were fufliciently known, 
nor of the obligations he owed her, leA fhe Ihould feem to 
reproach him with ingratitude ; but confidently demanded, 
that vengeance fhould be taken of her accufers, and fuitable 
rewards conferred on her friends ; in both which demands 
(he was gratified. 

Among her friends, Fenius Rufus was honoured with the 
charge of fupplying the city with corn ; to Aruntius Stella 
was given the dire6rion of certain public (hows ; to CaiuS 
Balbillus was afiigned the government of Egypt; and that 
of Syria to Publius Anteius, who was neverthelefs, under 
various pretences, detained at Rome. Of her accufers. Si- 
lana, Calvifius, and Iturius, ^ere fent into exile ; againfl 
Atimetus fentence of death was pronounced, and executed ; 
but Paris, the emperor’s infeparable companion in his de- 
bauches, was difmified without any punifhment ^ This 
year Pallas and Burrhus were charged with a defign of 
raifing to the empire Cornelius Sylla, Vho had married An- 
topia, the late emperor’s daughter : but the charge appear- 
ing evidently forged, they were both declared innocent. 

The arrogance of Pallas, however innocent, gave, on this ^htarrn* 
occafion, no fmall offence ; for the accufer naming fome of tgna of 
his freedmen, whom he pretended to have been his accom- 
plices, the franchifed flave had the impudence to anfwer, 
that he never condefeended to fpeak to any of his domefiics^ 

^ Tacit, lib. xiii» cap, 29— sa. 

but 
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t>iit conftantly fignified his ^leafure to them by a hod, il 
motion of his hand^ or, if his gommands confided of many 
particulars, in Writing, that they ihjght thus learn tefpe^ 
for their mafter. Burrhus, though accufed, fat and voted 
';vith the other judges, by whom tne accufer Fetus ^as con- 
dCt^ned to banifiiment. Towards the clofe of the year the 
emperor caufed the cohort to be removed, which ufed to at-i« 
tend as a guard at the public fports, to exhibit a plaufible 
appearance of popular liberty, and alfo to prevent the fol- 
diery from tainting their difcipline with the licentioufners of 
the theatre • (I). 

During the following year, Quintus Volufius Satiiminus 
and P. Cornelius Scipio being confuls, Nero began to in- 
dulge with, more liberty bis youthful inclinations, bis de- 
bauched companions, efpecially Otho and Senecio, incefit 
fantly repeating in his ears, that he was no longer a child, 
to be awed by a Burrhus, or a Seneca ; that they ought to 
tremole before him, as their fovereign, and not he before 
Herenhan- them, as his tutors and matters. As youth arc more fufeep- 
of bad than good counfels, the young prince, notwith- 
velling^and ftanding the wholfome advice of his governors, abandoned 
dibauchtry. himfelf to unfeafonablc revellings, and filled Rome with in- 
numerable diforders ; for, unmindful of his rank, and dif- 
guifed in the habit of a flave, he in the night fcoured the 
ftreets, the public inns, and the ttews, followed by his de«^ 
bauched companions, wlio feized, as lawful prey, whatever 
they found expofed to falc, and afiaulted they met. In 
thefe frolicks, he often ran great dangers, and once was fd 
wounded in the face, that be ever afterwards bore the fear, 
no one imagining it w''as the emperor who thus roamed and 
rioted about the city ; but when that adventure came to be 
known, his name was fallly aflumed as a cloak by others, 
who, in feparate gangs, pradlifed the fame excelTes \ fo 
that dangerous tumults happened almoft every night in 
Rome (K.y. 

• Tacit. Ann. lib. jtiii. cap. a»— 14. ' 


(I) Such was Nero, during 
the firft year of his reign, when 
he gloried in not having flied 
one drop of blood, as we learn 
from the books of clemen^, 
which Seneca inferibed to him 
fon;ie time after be had entered 
the nineteenth year of his age, 
that is, about the fifty-fifth of 
the Chrittian sera. 


(K) The prince having one 
night offered fome affront to a 
woman of difiindtion, as fhe was 
returning home in the dark, her 
hufband, Julius Montanus, a 
fenator, who attended her, not 
only repulfed the aggreffor, but 
handled him fo roughly, that 
he. was, for fevenddays, obliged 
to ke^p his room : Suetonius 
fays, 
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tie likewife todk great delight in inflaming the difFerent 
jPaiStions in the theatre, that favoured particular players ; 
Sind when they were engaged, as it were, in combat, it was 
a great diverfion to him to throw ftories and pieces of 
broken benches among them, with which he once dang(^ 
oufly wounded a pr^tor in the head. Thefe tumults iTOt 
the whole city into parties and fadions, fome favouring one 
player, and fome another; infomuch that greater and more 
dangerous eommotions being apprehended, no other rc-i- 
medy was found, but that of driving the players out of 
Italy, and recalling the foldiers to guard the theatre at the 
celebration of the public fhews ^ 

The next confuls were Nero, the fecond time, aridL. Cal- 
purnius Pifo, who, after fix months, refigned the fafccs to 
Ducennius Geminus and Pompeius Paulinus. This year 
the emperor remitted the duty upon the Tale of flaves ; djf- 
tributed to the populace a largefs of four hundred fmall 
fefterces a man ; and ifiued an edi6l:, forbidding all gover- 
nors of provinces to exhibit any public fiiews, knowing that 
fuch adtsof munificence were only defigned to fufpend the 
clamours of the people, who, in the end, bore the whole 
charge ; fo that the liberality of their governors, and theif 
avarice, concurred equally to undo them. He likewife rea- 
dily confented to a decree of the fenate, enabling, that, if 
any one was killed by his flaves, thofe who had been manu^ 
mitted, if they ftiH continued under the fame roof, fhould 
be executed with his other flaves. Lucius Varius, who had 
been conful, but formerly degraded for extortion, be re- 
/lored to his rank 5 and referred Pomponia Grsecina, a lady 
of great diftituflion, accufed of having embraced a foreign 
fuperllition, probably the Chriftian religion, purfuant toth6 
ancient cuftom, to the inquifition of her huiband. She was 

* Tacit* Annal. lib. xiii. cap* 15. Suet. cap. 16. Dio, in Excerpt* 
Vail. p. 685. 

fays, he w^sal mod killed. How- naces, to kill himfelf. Thencc- 
ever, ' he diflemhled this treat- forth the emperor became more 
ment fo long as it remained un- cautious, and^ was conilantly 
known to whom if had been of- attended, in his no<5turnalram- 
fered ; but Montanus having at blc, by a party of his guards, 
lajft difeovered it was the em- and a numerous train of 
peror, and thereupon implored, diators following him at fome 
by a letter, his forgivenefs, Ne- diftance, who, however, were 
>’0, thinking he reproached him, ordered not to interpofe, till the 
by owning he knew him, o- prince’s party was quite over- 
bligcd him, by threats and me- come (i). 

(0 Tacit. Annal. lib. xiii- cap. 15 - 
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fitd to Aulus Plaatius, the fame who, by h!s conqttefb lA 
Britain in the rekn of Claudius^ had deferved an ova^ 
tion. Plautius aSembled his relations, took, together with 
them, cognizance of the behaviour and reputation of his 
and declared her innocent/ 

^hc following year Nero entered upon his third confuU 
(bip> but held it only four months. His colleague was Va^ 
lerius Meflala, to whom, as he was of an illuftrious family, 
but, by misfortanes, reduced to poverty, the emperor ge- 
neroufly prefented a yearly penfion of five hundred great 
fefterccs. At the fame time he alfigned annual appoint-* 
ments to other fenators, who did not deferve them, as they 
had wafted their paternal wealth in voluptuoufnefs and riot- 
ous linring. Publius Suilius, an abandoned accufer, who 
bad made a gre 2 tt figure during the reign of Claudius, and, 
with hts venal eloquence, procured the ruin of many illuf- 
Irious citizens, Was arraigned of various crimes : he was 
charged with the death of Poppsea Sabina, of Julia the 
daughter of Drufus, of Valerius Afiaticus, of Lucius Sa- 
tuhiinus, of Cornelius Lupus, and of whole bands of Ro- 
man knights, condemned at his iiifligation : in fliort, all 
the cruelties committed in the late reign were imputed to 
Suilius. In his defetice he urged, that he had engaged in 
none of thefc accufations voluntarily, but a£led purely in 
obedience to the prince. Nero checked this plea, by de- 
claring, that from the memoirs of Claudius, it evidently 
appeared, that no accufation had been undertaken by liia 
order. The accufeJ then pleaded the commands of MefTa- 
Hna : but thi^ too was reckoned a weak defence ; for why, 
it was faid, bad no other advocate than Suilius been fingled 
out to accomplifh the bloody purpofes of that proftitute ? 

Seneca feems to have been the chief and mod fanguine 
promoter of this profecution ; for againft him chiefly Sui- 
lins inveighed, r*eproaching him with having contaminated 
the beds of princefles, meaning Julia, Germanicus’s daugh- 
ter v with hunting after inhtiirances, and catching the rich 
and childlcfe, as it were, in his net ; with his exhaufling 
all Italy, and the provinces, by his exceflive ufuryt with 
amaffing, by what precepts of w ifdom, by what principles 
of philofophy, he faid he knew not, a treafure of more than 
feveii millions, in the fliort fpace of four years. Thefe re- 
proaches, fays Tacitus, did not a little taint the reputation 
^nd chatf^fter of bis antagonill Seneca. Suilius, howevci , 
W33^fondcmncd, and baniilictl to the Balearic iffand§ on 
the ooaft of Spain. In hatred to him, Eis foh Nerulinua 
was alfo arraigned j but Nero interpofed, alleging, tfiat pub- 
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lie Vengeance was fofficiently fatiated by the punilbment of 
the father 

It was at this period that Nero conceived a pafllon for the 
celebrated Poppaea Sabina ; a pafiion which proved the 
fource of heaV^ calamities to the Roman flate. She w^ 
the daughter of another Popp 2 ea Sabina, put to death ‘by 
Meflalina’s orders, as we have already related, and of Titus 
Ollius, a fenator. As P9pp3eus Sabinus, her mother’s fa- 
ther, had borne the confular dignity, and been honoured 
with triumphal ornaments, Ihe borrowed his name, and 
called herfelf Poppaea Sabina ; for, to her own father, the 
friendfhip of Sejanus had proved fatal before he had attained 
to that dignity. She pofleffed every ornament becoming Poppgea 
her fex, except that of virtue: in beauty flic excelled all Sakina^s 
the women of her time ; her wit, engaging addrefs, and charaS^ 
fprightly converfation, charmed all who converfed with her : 
but her lewdnefs knew ilo bounds ; nor was flie controlled 
in the purfuit of it byany refpc£f to reputation. Between 
hufband and adulterer flie made no diftin^Hon, fays Ta- 
citus, but was ever ready to gratify her own inclinations, 
without regarding any ties, however binding. Hence, 
though Ihe was married to Rufus Crifpinus, a Roman knight, 
and by him had a fon, flie was not aftiamed to leave him, 
and live publicly with Otho, a gay youth, the emperor’s 
reigning favourite. This commerce of adultery was foon 
followed by their marriage, Crifpinus readily confentingto 
a divorce. Otho, now her hufband, was continually ex- 
tolling to Nero the beauty and charms of his wife, prompt- 
ed either by the indifereet warmth of a lover, or by a de- 
fire of kindling in the young prince’s breaft the like paffion, 
and procuring, from their common enjoyment of* the fame 
woman, an additional fupportto his prefent authority. 

Nero’s paflion was eafiiy inflamed : hedefired to fee Pop- 
psea ; an interview was appointed ; and the emperor, in his 
firfl; converfation with her, was fo captivated with her foft 
arts, with her addrefs and carefles, that be carried her to 
the palaop, where flie was detained.. But the artful Pop- Shecaptt* 
pxa, when (he had wrought up the prince’s afleaion to ^ 
the higheft pitch, changed her former behaviour into haugh- 
tinefs, importuning the emperor to let her return to her 
huiband, whom, of all men, flic thought the moil deferv- 
ing, the mod worthy of her afFe^ion. Otho was immedi- 
ately forbidd^ the palace, debarred all intcrcourfcij^'and 
€v^n aeceiino the emperor ; and foon after, to prevent any 
communication with Poppxa, preferred to i^e government 

«* Tacit AiinaL lib. xiii. cap. 4a, 4^ 
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of Lufitania j a government which he adminifteTed for the 
fpace of ten years with eminent uprightnefs and honour^ 
having acquired no lefs reputation in authority by his gra- 
vity aod regular condu61:, than he had deferved infamy in 
abrivate ftation, by a moft voluptuous and diflbliitc 
Ttfus Nero enjoyed Poppiea without a rival, and was, for 
feme time, entirely governed by her pernicious and deftruc- 
tive counfels. This year Cornelius Sylla, who had married 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, being falfly accufed of 
confpiring againft the emperor, was banifhed, and confined 
within the walls of Marfcilles *. As the people complain- 
ed loudly of the arbitrary exadfions of the publicans, Nero 
defigned to fupprefs all taxes and duties, thinking^that in- 
dulgence the greateft bounty he could bellow upon mankinds 
but the fenate, after many encomiums on his magnanimity, 
rellrained him, by remonftrating, that the fupprefiion of 
all taxes mull necelTarily be attended with the diflblution of 
the empire. The prince, therefore, contented himfelf with 
ordaining, that all the regulations relating to the revenues, 
which till then had been kept fecret, fhould be hung up in 
public, to the end that every one might know the precifo 
fum he was to contribute ; that the publicans fliould exadl 
no claims more than a year back ; that all caufes againft 
them fliould he immediately heard and determined by the 
prxtor at Rome, aiid, in the provinces, by the propraetors 
and proconfuls. He laid other equitable injunctions, which 
however foon grew obfolete ; though the luppreiuon of the 
quadragcfima, or fortieth penny, and of tire quintjuagefima, 
or fiftieth, as alio of fome other impofiiions, continued in 
force, at lealt till the reign of Adrian, At the lame time, 
to encourage the bringing of grain from the traiifinarine 
provinces, it was ordained, that it Ihould be imported 
duty free 

In Germany, the commanders of the Roman armies hav- 
ing no enemy to contend with, kept their troops employed 
in various public works. Paulinus Pompeius, wb3 com- 
manded in Lower Germany, completed a darf., which 
Drufus had begun fixty - three before, to reft rain the 

overflowing of the Rhine. Lucius Vetus, who commanded 
in Upper Germany, undertook a work great, ftupendous, 
’ and worthy of the Roman grandeur ; which was, to dig a 
caiial of communication between the Saone and the Mo- 
felle, that the armies from Italy, tranfported by fca into the 
Rhone, and thence into the Saone, might fall, through this 

w Tacit, cap. 4tS» 46. Suet, in 0 th. cap. 3. jofeph. Antio lib. xx. 
cap. 7. * Tacit. Annal. lib. aiii* cap. ^7* ^ Idem ibid, 

cap. 51, 5s. Suet* cap. le. 

canal 
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canal into the Mofelle, thence through the Rhine into the 
ocean. But .®lius Gracilis, governor of Belgic Gaul, 
through which the Mofelle flowed, jealous of the glory 
which Vetus would have acquired by fo great and ufeful 
an undertaking, cautioned him not to bring his troops in^ 
another’s province, and at the fame time threatened K/m 
with the difpleafure of the emperor, who would be alarmed 
at fuch an enterprise, imagining it undertaken with a pri- 
vate view to court the afleftions of the Gauls. Thus was 
that glorious projecl defeated *. 

Paulinus being fucceeded by Dubius Avitus, and Vetus 
by T. Curulius Mancias, the Frifians, under the conduct T'he Fri- 
of Verritus and Malarigis, poflefled themfelves of certain 
unoccupied lands, which had been applied to the ufe of the 
Roman foldiers, who ufed to fend their horfes and cattle to lands bt- 
45raze there. They had already founded their dwellings, longings 
and fown the fields, when Avitus threatened to drive them theKo- 
from thence, -unlefs they firft obtained from the emperor a 
^rant of thofe territories. In confequence of this declara- 
tion, the two chiefs proceeded to Rome, where, till they 
could have an audience of Nero, among the fevcjral fights 
which were ufually exhibited to ftrangers, they were con- 
dudled to Pompey’s theatre, to affift at a public fhew. 

There, while they were furveying with aftonilliment the 
multitudes of people, and informing themfelves which were 
the Roman knights, and where fat the fenators, they dif- 
covered certain perfons in a foreign drefs, fitting among 
the latter, and alked who they were. This is a diftinc- 
tion (anfwered the interpreter), conferred by the Roman 
people on the ambaffadors of fuch nations as have figna- 
iized their bravery in war, and fidelity towards us.’* If fo 
(replied the two chiefs), we claim a right to fit there too j 
for, amonglt men, there is ndt a nation which, in fidelity 
and feats of arms, furpafles the Germans fo faying, they 
placed themfelves among the fenators \ and, for this honelt 
freedom, were highly applauded by the numerous aflem- 
bly. 'Nero honoured them both with the rights of Roman 
citizensS but commanded them to abandon their new pofi* 
feOions ; an order which their countrymen refufing to obey, Are Arwm 
Avitus, by a fudden irruption, put many to the fword, and 
forced the reft to withdraw *. .... 

Some time after this event, the Anfibarii, being driven 
from their own country by the Chauci, took pofleflion of 
the fame l^nds, fupported by the neighbouring nations, who friwj §/ 
pitied their forlorn condition, and led by Boiocalus, a man 
.of great renown, and of known fidelity towards the Ro- ^ 

* Tacit. Ann. lib xiii. cap, 53 . • Idem Ibid, cap* 54—5®* 
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ni*n«. He reprefcnted to Avitus, in befkalf of himfelf and 
his people, that on the revolts of the Cberefci, when Varus 
and his legions were ilaughtered, be had been thrown into 
^ bon^ds by Arminius j that he had (dterwards ferved under 
^Fiberius, then under Gcrmanicus, and to the merit of fifty 
ybrs fervicc was ready to add that of fubmitting his people 
to the empire of Rome< He remonftrated, that the territory 
in difputc was large, and lay waftc ; that he might allow 
to an unhappy^ people, driven from their own habitations, 
fettlements in it, and, at the fame time, retain wide tracts 
for the horfes and cattle of the Roman foldiers to graze and 
range in ; that it was inconlifient with humanity to famiih 
men, in order to feed beafls j and incompatible with reli^ 
gion, to devote to difmal deferts an<l folitude any part of 
the earth, which was, by the gods, appropriated to the 
children of men ; that fuch parts of it as none poflefled 
were free and common to all. Then raifing his eyes to 
the fun, and the other ccleftial luminaries, he alked them, 
how they could bear to behold a defolate foil ? and afleed 
if they would not more juftly let loofe the fea to fwallow 
up ufurpere, who thus ingrtwed the earth ? Avitus, pro-, 
voiced at this language, made no other reply, than that the 
weakeft man mull fubmit to the more powerful ; and that 
fince the gods, to whom they appealed, had left the fove- 
.reign judgment to the Romans, they would fnfl'er no other 
judge.s than tbemfelTes- This anfwcr he gave in public ; but 
Vo Boiocalushe privately offered lands, as an acknowlegement 
■of bis l(Nig attachment to the Romans. Thispffer the brave 
German confidered as a price propofed for betraying his 
people, and rejcflcd it with indignation •, adding, “ A place 
to live in we may want ; but a place to die in we cannot.” 
Thus they parted, with mutual animolity. 

The Anfibarii invited info a confederacy the bordering 
nations-, but Curtilius Mancias, who commanded iii Upper 
Germany, paffing the Rhine at the bead of his 'egions, 
threatened them wjth defolation and flaughter, if Aey af- 
forded any afiifiance to the enemies of Rome. On the other 
hand, they were awed by Avitus, who likewife -appeared 
with bis legions on the banks of the Rhine ; fo that the 
unhappy Anfibarii, deferred by ail, bad' recourfe to the 
Ufipites, the Tubantes, the Catti, and Cherufei, begging 
territories 5 but being every where 
wrnmttdT enemies and intruders, in the courfe of thefe 

. long and various peregrinations, the people perilhed *■. 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. xiii. cap. 57. 
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This y&x the JuhoneSj a people in alliance with Romcy 
who are fuppofed to have inhabited the counties of Naflau 
and Ifemburg, were afflicted with a fudden irruption of 
fubterraneous fire } which confumed their farms, towns, 
and dwellings, and was advancing with great fury to thk' 
walls of Cologne, when certain boors, after having in \4in 
attempted to extinguifli it with water, and other ufual ex- 
pedients, tranfported with rage, attacked it at a diftance 
with vollies of ftones. This afiault, to their great furprize, 
allayed its fury ; which no fooner began to abate, than they 
proceeded to a clofer attack with clubs and blows, as in an 
encounter with an enemy ; and at length, which was ftiil 
more furprifing, they quite vanquilhed the conflagration, 
by throwing their garments upon the flames 

This year Domitius Corbulo, the greatell general of his 
age, completed the reduf^ion of Armenia, by eacpclling 
Tiridates, brother to Vologefes, king of the Parthians, and 
making himfelf mafter of Artaxata, the mofi important 
place of the whole kingdom. Of the glorious exploits of 
this brave oflicer, we have given an account in our biflory 
of Armenia : therefore we mall only add, that, for the fuc- 
cefs which had attended Corbulo’s arms, Nero was pro- 
claimed emperor ; and, by a decree of the fenate, days of 
public thankfgiving were appointed, with ftatues of Vic*> 
tory to the prince^ triumphal arches, and perpetuity of the 
confulihip. It was alfo decreed, that the day when the 
city of Artaxata was taken, the day when the news arrived 
at nome, and the day which produced that decree, fhould 
all be for ever kept as feftivals. This motion was oppofed 
by Caius Caflius j who obferved, that were every infiance 
of public profperity to be attended with public thankfgiving, 
the whole year would not afford days lufficient for fuch 
folemnities; a juft diftribuUon (he laid) ought therefore 
to be made between days of devotion and days of bufmefs, 
that khe worihip of the gods might not interfere with the 
occupations of men 

Hit^rto Nero’s adminiftration was much applauded, and 
is gewrally extolled by hiftorians ; Trajan, an excellent 
prince, is faid to have propofcdto himfelf the firft five years 
of Nero*s reign, as the moft accomplilhed model of an equity* 
able government *. It is certain, however, that this year, 
the fixth of his reign, when Caius Vipfanius Apronianus, 
and Cains Fonteius Capito were confuls, produced an in- 

« Idem. ibid. Birag. N«m. p. 91. Tacit. Aulial. lib. xiii. 

cap. 34. « Aur. Vid.in epit. 
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mther. noured with imperial wedlock, during the life of Agrip- 
pina, fhe made it her w^hole ftudy to inflame Nero againft 
her, fometimes jeering him by the farcaftical name of pupil, 
blindly fubjeft to the capricious humour of a woman, and 
fo far from being fuffered to rule the empire, that he was 
not allowed that liberty which every private Roman enjoyed 
as his birth-right. She added atrocious calumnies againft 
Agrippina, as if (lie harboured deflgns againft his life ; 
and threatened to abandon him, that (he might not be ex- 
pofed to the dangers by which he was furrounded. Her 
complaints and cxpoftulations, enforced with fighs, tears, 
and all the foft artifices which the deceitful aduUerefs pof- 
fefled in an eminent degree, pierced the foul of Nero : in 
behalf of Agrippina no one interpofed, all at court being 
overjoyed to fee her authority cru(hed, but no one ima- 
gining the fon would ever be hardened to fuch a pitch of 
iniquity, as inhumanly to fpill the blood of his mother ^ 

Ty •what Agrippina, apprifed of the views and artifices of Poppsea, 
tneam A- nothing uiiatlemptcd, wHich thirft pf power could fug- 
r^*^**^ her wonted dominion. Authors who lived 
Iftftitt her thofe times, and to whofc authority Tacitus paysegreat 
fewer. deference, tell us, that the Juft of ruling tranfport->d her 
to fuch extravagant, and almoft incredible lengthsj that 
while Nero was much heated with wine, and banqueting, 
(lie accofted him, gaily attired ; and, without any regard 
to fame or modefty, prompted him to a crime no lefs re- 
pugnant to nature than that which he foon after commit- 
ted. Seneca, who was prefent, obferving the prince, while 
he was thus intoxicated, inclined to yield to the fojicitations 
of his mother, for an antidote againft the enticements of 

f T^cit. Aniii. lib. xiv* cap. r. Pio, lib. Ixvpi* 
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ftance of the blacked and moft unnatural iniquity recorded 
in hiftory, that of a mother murdered by a fon, who was 
indebted to her not only for his life but for the empire^ 
and that very power which, by an apoftacy from nature, 
impioufly employed againft her. This horrid attempt, 
w^ich will render the name of Nero execrable to the lateft 
poftcrity, we (hall relate, as it has been tranfmitted to us 
by the moft unexceptionable hiftorians of antiquity. 

Agrippina had, after the late groundlefs charge brought 
againft her, in fome degree, regained the emperoPs favour, 
and continued to bear no fmall fway at court, till Poppa;a 
was introduced. That ambitious proftitute aimed at no- 
thing lefs than folemnly marrying the emperor ; but as (he 

rnnlrt fr* nr»i» 
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one woman, had recourfe to another, and introduced Aftc; 

By means of this diverfion, the qnnatural commerce was 
prevented j but the reputation of Seneca M'-as fomewhat 
tarnifhed, who might, by fome other expedient more worthy 
of a philofopher, have diverted the prince from fuch ^ 
monftrous impurity (L). 

Nero, dreading the infamy which the bare fufpiclon of 
fuch a deteftable crime would refledf on his charafter, and 
being told, that the foldiery would never bear the dominion 
of a prince thus contaminated, began thenceforth to avoid 
all private conferences with his mother ; a referve which 
gave Poppaea a favourable opportunity of inflaming him ftill 
more againll her, till at length flic wrought him to a refo- 
Jution of delivering himfelf, by a parricide, from one who, 
flie faid, was his dread and torment. He was now, there- Nero rg* 
fore, only in fufpence about the means of difpatching her, to 

whether by poifon, the fword, or fome other contriv- htr^ 

ance. 

While he revolved various methods of taking her off, Anieetus ^ « 
Anicetus offered his fervice and his dexterity. He was a franchifed 
franchifed flave, and had been tutor to Nero in his infancy; 
but was now commander of the fleet which rode at Mile- 
num. As he was an implacable enemy to Agrippina, he defiroying 
undertook to contrive a veflTel in fuch a manner that he her, 
could (ink it at pleafure ; and he obferved, that if Agrippina 
were thus difpatched by Ihipwreck, no perfon could aferibe 
her death to the malice and contrivance of men. Nero 
was much pleafed with this device, becaufe he had a fa- 
vourahje opportunity to put it in execution, as he was then 
celebrating at Baise the folemn feftival of Minerva called 
Quinquatrus, which began on the nineteenth of March, 
and lafted five days. In order to entice his mother thither, ^ereprg- 
he pretended a defire to be reconciled to her, declaring, 
that children ought to bear with the humours of their pa- keri 
rents ; \nd that for himfelf, it was his duty to forget all paft * 
provocs|nons, and be fincerely reconciled to a tender mo- 
ther, toVhom he owed the feeptre which he fwayed. A 
general rumour of this pretended difpofition was immedi- 
ately fpread abroad, reached Agrippina, and found credit 

(L) Fabius Rufticus, a wri- in the detail we have given, all 
ter of thofc times, aferibes this other authors agree ; and it was 
)i}nheajrd-ofpafiion not to Agrip* befides conflrmed, in Tacituses 
pina, but to Nero; and adds, time, by the teflimony of popu- 
that he was refeued ftom fo lar fame* 
great an infamy by Ade ; but^ 
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trith her, becaufe it flattered her wiftics. At the fame time 
he wrote a letter to her, filled with the moft tender expref- 
fiont of filial afFc£iion and dut]f, inviting her to pafs the 
feifiital with him at Baiae. 

Agrippina, not fufpe£ling any treachery, though welt 
praftifed in the dark devices of the court, deferred no longer 
tier departure ; but embarking at Antiu/n, where ihe then 
was, failed to Bauli (M), an imperial villa between the pape 
ti Miienum and the gulf of Baise- Thither Nero went to re-* 
ccive his mothc/, met her upon the (horc, prefented his 
hand, embraced, and conduced her to the caftle. Not far 
from the (hore, amongfi: fevcral other veflels belonging to 
the emperor,, and the nd>lcmen of his court, rode that 
which had been contrived by Anicetus, more pompous and 
gaudy than the refi, as if Nero, by thatdiftin£iion, intended 
additional honour to his mother; but (he, having had fome 
intimation of the plot, when invited on l^ard, declared (he 
chofe to go to Baiae by land ; and accordingly was carried 
thither in a fedan. Upon her arrival, the behaviour of 
Nero, obliging beyond expreffion, and free from all man- 
ner of afefUtion, allayed her fears. He treated her with 
the utmoft magnificence, yielded to her at table the moft 
honourable place, entertained her with great variety of di- 
vcffions, granted all the favours (he a(ked in behalf of 
herfeif oi’ her friends, and, in converfation, broke fome- 
timeS out into fallics of youthful gaiety, difcourfing at other 
times, with an air of gravity, of ftate affairs, as if he really 
bad reftored bis confidence to her, and was fincerely dif- 
pofed to follow her advice. Having, by means of thefecn- 
fnaring Cirefles, removed all her fufpicions, he prOtrafted the 
banquet till the night was. far advanced ; and, in the mean 
time, gave private orders to the commander of one of his 
galleys to run foul of that which, had conveyed Agrippina 
to Bauli, and diiable it, that (he might be obliged to em- 
bark in the vcffel contrived for her deftruftion. When the 
fcaft was over, Nero acquainted her with the nysfortune 
which had happened to nerown veflel, begged / to ac- 
cept of the other, and ordered the admiral himfeif, Anice- 
tus, to attend her to Antium. The emperor accompanied 
her in perfon to the (horc, and, at parting, hung upon her 


(M) This villa belonged firfl 
to Hoitenfius, the celebrated 
orator, and afterwards to Asto^ 
nia, the wife of Drufus ( i). At 


this time it was potTefTed by the 
emperor, and long after by 
Symmachus. 


(i) Plin. Ub. 1 x. 'cap. 55. 
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netic, klffing lier with fuch tendernefs, that he left it un* 
certain, as our hiftorian obfertres, whether be meant, by 
that paflionate behaviour, to cloak his horrid defign, or 
whether his fpirit, however fierce and favage, could not 
withftand the more powerful eflbrts of nature, at the lal? 
fight of a mother juft going to periih 

'fte fea proved fmooth and calm, the night clear, and the Agrifpina 
ftars (hone in full luftre. Agrippina, when flic embarked, defignedljp 
was attended only by two perfons, Crepercius Gall us, who . 

ftood in the fteerage, and a lady named Aceronia Pblla, ^ * 

who lay at her feet, and was entertaining her with the 
pleafing difeourfe of the remorfe of herfon, and his finccre 
reconciliation ; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given^ the 
deck over that quarter was loofened, and, being purpofely 
loaded with a great quantity of lead, funk violently down, 
and cruflied Crepercius to death. Agrippina and Aceronia 
were defended by the pofts of the bed where they lay, which 
happened to be too ftrong to yield to the weight; neither 
did the veflel open, as had been concerted, fuch of the ma- 
riners, as had not been entrufted with the plot, obftrufting 
the meafures of thofe who were. The latter, finding this 
expedient defeated, ftrove to overfet the veflel by running 
ail to one fide ; but the other mariners, not privy to the dc- 
fign, at the fame time ftruggling to preferve her, by ba* 
lancing the contrary way, flie was not at once fwallowed 
up, but funk by degrees ; fo that Agrippina and Aceronia 
fell foftly into the fea. The latter, fereaming out, for the 
more fpeedy relief, that fhe was Agrippina, and paflionately 
calling upon the crew to fuccour the prince's mother, was 
by them purfued with their poles and oars, and fo flain. 

Agrippina never fpokc, and being therefore lefs known, 
efcaped, with one wourtd only on her fliouldcr : with fwim- capts, 
ming, and the timely alEftancS of fome filher-boats, which 
rowe^out to fuccour her, flie reached the lake Lucrinus, 
from \hence flie was conveyed to her own villa. There, 
reflc£fjkg upon the danger which ijie had efcaped ; the fate 
of Acefcnia, miftaken for berfetf^ud defignedly flain ; the 
manfTCMn which the veflel, under picker of the fliore, not 
tofled by the winds, nor ftrikiog j»pon the rocks, had yielded 
in its upper parr, and been pbrpofely overfet, flie con- 
cluded, that, for this very end, flie had been enfnared by 
the fraudulent letters of her fon, and for this treated by h^ 
with fuch extraordinary marks of honour. However, fhe 
thought it advifable to diflemble the whole, and, although 

Tacit, Ann. lib. xiv. bap. 4« 34* P* ^^3* 

weft 
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well apprifed of tbcfc black devices, to aft as if {he was cn- 
tkicly ignorant of them. With this view, ihe difpatched 
Agerinus her freedman, to acquaint the emperor with the 
danger {he had efcaped by the providence of the gods and 
'iiis imperial fortune 5 and to entreat him, that, however 
alarmed at the misfortune which had threatened his mother, 
he would poflpone the trouble of vifiting her, for what" (he 
wanted at prefent was reil. In the mean time, difguifing 
her fear, and counterfeiting perfeft fecurity, ihe caufed her 
wound to be drefTed ; and calling for the laft will of Ace- 
ronia, ordered all her effefts to be regiflered, and fealed 
up \ 

Nero had pafled the night in great uneafinefs and anxiety, 
attending to the fuccefs of his defign ; and, while he was 
hourly expefting exprefles to inform him that the parricide 
was executed, tidings arrived that his mother had efcaped 
only with a flight wound. At this information, he was 
{truck with horror and difmay, not doubting but that fierce 
fpirit, bent upon hafty revenge, would either arm the flaves, 
inflame the rage of the foldiery againft him, or have recourfe, 
with a tragical reprefentation of the whole plot, to the fe- 
nate and people. Thus terrified and confounded, he im- 
mediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca, who perhaps had 
not before been acquainted with the confpiracy. To them 
he notified his difappointment, protefting, that, in the pre- 
fent emergency, her had no refoiirce, no proteftion, no one 
TO advife with, but them. I'hey both kept filence, either 
becaufe they thought it was in vain to difl’uade him from a 
defign on which they faw him determined, or becaufe they 
believed matters already piifhed fo far, that, unlcfs Agrip- 
pina foon perifhed, Nero certainly muft. At length Se- 
neca, who ufed always to fpeak firft, looked at Burrhus, as 
if he afked him, whether ^orders for the difpatching of 
Agrippina might not be trufted to the foldiery under his 
command. Burrhus underHood him, and anfwerCj^j, that 
the praetorian guards were fo zealoufly attached to tli^ name 
of the Caefars, fo fond of the family and memory Ger- 
manicus, that they would liever engage in anyicjc;?! or 
bloody attempt againft thqir defeendants. He added, that 
Anicetus ought to accomplifh what he had begun. Ani- 
cetus undertook, without hefitation, to acquit himfelf of 
his engagement 5 and Nero, exclaiming, that Anicetus pre- 
fented him that day with the empire, urged him to ufe difi. 

Tacit, Ann. lib, xiv. cap. 1—5. Dio, p. 695. Suet. lib. vi, 
cap. 34. 
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pntcTi. In the mean time Agerinus, arriving from Agrip- 
pina, with the news of her difafter and cfcape, was imme- 
diately admitted to the emperor; by whofe orders, as he 
was delivering his meflage, a dagger was dropped between 
his legs; and then, on pretence that he had been fent to 
murder the prince, he was immediately loaded with irons, 
and dragged to prifon. This fable was forged to fupport 
another ; for Nero pretended, that his deftru&ion had been 
concerted by his mother ; and that (he, upon the difeovery 
of her treafon, had put an end to her own life, to avoid the 
puniflimcnt Ihe deferved ^ 

In the mean time, the report of the danger which threat- 
ened Agrippina at fea, and was looked upon as the efFe^l 
of chance, flying abroad, the people from all quarters 
flocked to the (bore to aflifl her : fome crouded into barks 
and fkilFs ; others entered the fea, and waded to the neck: 
nay, fomc flretched out their arms to catch and receive 
her; fo that the whole coaft refounded with lamentations 
for her misfortune, vows for her deliverance, and the in- 
diflindl clamour of a multitude, felicitous about her fafety. 
When they underftood that (he was out of danger, they 
haftened to congratulate her ; but Anicetus arriving with 
an armed band of marines, they all difperfed. Then the 
franchifed flave, having befet the villa with a guard, burft 
open the gates, fccured fuch of her flaves as offered to ftop 
him, and advanced to the door of her chamber, which he 
found guarded by a final I number of her friends, who, at 
the fight of fo many armed men, immediately fled, and 
left her with one maid only. She was already very uneafy, 
that no peiibn had yet arrived from her fon, when (he 
heard a fudden noife and tumult at the door of her cham- 
ber; which fo terrified her m.-^d, that, ftarting up, (he too 
was about to depart. Agrippina perceiving her defign, 
“ Thclu likewife (faid ihe), art going to abandon me that 
‘ mome& Anicetus, having forced open the door, entered 
her cliiWber, accompanied by Herculeus, captain of a 
gallcjj^^nd Oloaritus, a centurion of the navy. The 
princefs, though apprifed of their defign, yet addrefling 
them with great intrepidity, If you are come (faid ihe), 
from the emperor, to be informed of my health, I can ac- 
quaint him, that I am well refreihed and recovered ; if up- 
on any bloody defign, I will never believe you comnaiffion- 
ed by my fon : my fon cannot command a parricide.** 
But the aflaflins, without returning her any anfwcr, fur- 

* Tacit. Aniii lib. xiv. cap. 6 . Dio, p. Suet, lib# vi. cap. 34* 
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rounded licr^ed ; jind Hcrculeus difchargcd a Wow tipbti lie# 
bead with a great club. Oloaritus the centurion inftantly 
drew his fword to difpatch her 5 but Agrippina^ notwith^ 
flanding the blow {he had received^ ftaiting up, prefcnted 
her belly, crying with I loud voice, ** Strike me here : 

carried and brought forth fuch a monfter as Nero.” lit 
Utering thefc Words, (he was pierced with a number of 
wounds, and expired ^ (M). Thus died the celebrated 
Agrippina, daughter to Germanicus, grand -daughter to 
Agrippa, and great-grand*daughtcr to Auguftus, fiftcr to 
one emperor, wife to another, and mother to a thirds 
This end (he had deferved by a train of horrid iniquities, 
long before it overtook her. We are told, that (he was 
warned of it many years before by the Chaldeans, who be- 
Jng confulted by her concerning the fortune of Nero, 
and anfwering, that he would certainly reign, and kill 
his rrmthcr ^ “ Let him kill me (faid (he), fo he do but 
reign*” 

The feene of this horrible iniquity being clofed, the em- 
peror began to leileA on the erwrmity of his crime ; a mo- 
ther inhumanly murdered, to whom he owed his life and 
his empire ! He pailed the night in dreadful agonies^ 
impatiently waiting the return of day, which, he appre- 
hended, would bring upon him fome dreadful difaftcr^ 
Burrhus was the firft who afforded him any comfort in 
^he midft of thefe horrors, by perfuading the tribunes and 
centurions under his command to congratulate the prince 
upon his thus happiiy efcaping the enormous treafon de- 


^ Tacit, Ann. lih. xiv. cap. 7, S. Dio, p. 696. Sueton, cap. 24. 
1 Tacit, ibid. cap. q. Dio, Suet. ibid. 


(M) In thefe particulars ali! 
authors agree borne add, that 
Nero attewards furveyed the 
naked body of his mangled mo> 
^er, viewed her limbs, and 
^tolled their fymmetry and 
beauty ; but this is denied by 
uthers, and inconfident 

with the concern which he af- 
terwards Aiiwed. That very 
bet cofp|| wta 
potlf{f ur 

ebrried to the j^ile uj^n 
si#otber bed than that which 
Ate upon at ber|fie»l9. Her 


bones were interred by her do- 
meftics, who, after the death 
of Nero, raifed her A mean 
tomb, upon the roadfco cape 
Mifenum, adjoining ijB* a villa 
which formerly belin^^d 
C«far the dictator. Mnefter, 
one of her freedmen, as foon as 
her funeral pile was lighted, 
ran himfelf through with a 
{word, whether from grief and 
aflb^lion for her, or from dread 
of fome terrible putiiihment, 
which he apprehended, was ne- 
ver, known. 
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vlfed by his mother. Their example was followed hy 
theemi^rors friends, and by the neighbouring comm u^ 
nities of Campania, who tellified their joy by facrificcs 
to the gods, and embaffies to the prince. Nero now 
pretended to be mconfolably grieved for the death of firr^f 
his mother, anfwering thofe who ftrove to confolc him 
that he hated, a life which, upon fuch terms, had been 
faved. However, as the face and afpeft of places cannot 
change like the countenances of men, the fight of that 
coaft, and thofe fhores where the parricide had been perpe- 
trated, filled him wifh continual horrors; befides, there 
were fome who imagined they heard horrid flirieks and 
cries from Agrippina’s tomb, and a mournful found of 
trumpets from the neighbouring cliffs and hills. Nero, 
t^herefore, flying from fuch tragical places, which incef. 
fantly reproached him with the enormity of his crime, 
withdrew to Naples ; whence he fent letters to the fenate, - 
.'icquainting them, that Agerinus, a freedman of Aerip-' k, 
pma, had been fent by her to affaffinate him, but had been ker wiS 
timely apprehended ; and that fhe had thereupon laid vio- 
lent hands on herfelf, with the fame guilty confcience 
which had prompted her to attenmt the life of her fon, To 
this falfhood he added a detail of her crimes, traced a lone 
way back : he even imputed to her all the vile meafures 
and black iniquities of the reign of Claudius ; and conclud- 
ed, that her death ought to be looked upon as a public 
bleffing, and aferibed to the aUfpicious fortune of the Ro- 
man ftate (N). 


(N) This letter was compof- that the ftatue of that goddeft 
ed by Seneca, who was feverely in gold fhould be placed in the 
cenfured, and not undefervedly, fenate-houfe, and, near it, that 
by all. men of honour and vir- |of the emperor ; and, laftly,' 
tue. ,No one believed the pre- that the anniverfaiy of Agrip- 
tendeth conipiracy ; but never- pina fhould be inferred in the 
thelefs\^c fenators, with afto- Tiumber of unlucky days. Thra- 
nifhin^jjrdour, flrove to furpafs fea Paetus, walked out of tlie« 
one ao^cr in decreeing new fenate, as foon as the empemr^f 
hon^s fo Nero on this occa- letter was read, chooflng lather 
fldn. The following folemni- to provoke the vengeance of 
tics were therefore ordainc^ Nero, than give his aflent to 
that, at all the altars, public . fuch fervile, flattering, and ini- 
devotions fhould be obferved ; q^uitous decrees ; but there was 
that the feaft of Minerva, dur- not a man the fenate who 
ing which the confpiracy wa^ had (b much iibnoiir and inte- * 
detefted, fhould be celebrated grity, as to follow bis cxamplfc. 
with anniverfaryplbys for ever ; 


To 
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, Next year, Nero entered upon his fourth coufulflilp, 
having CofTus Cornelius Lentulus for his colleague, and held 
that dignity for fix months. He now inftituted, for the im- 
provement of wit and genius, contefts of eloquence and poc- 
try, with other games, to be exhibited every fifth year ; 
ueHHial ftyled quinquennial games. On this oc- 

gam'es^ cafion, the players and pantonfiimcs, who had often caufed 
great diflenfions among the people, were recalled, and re- 
A comet ftored to the ftage. During thefe fports, a comet appeared, 
appear which, according to the perfuafion of the vulgar, always 
portended a change of princes : hence, as if Nero had been 
already depofed, it became* the topic of general enquiry, 
who fiiould be chofen to fucceed him ; and the name of 
Rubellius Plautus was, on this occafion, in every one’s 
mouth. He was, by his mother Julia, the daughter of 
Drufus, defeended from the family of the C2efars ; and had 
acquired great reputation by the integrity of his life, and a 
ftrift adherence, notwithftanding the general corruption, 
to the venerable inftitutions, and fevere manners, of the 
primitive Romans. As Nero was fitting at an entertain- 
ment at a place called Sublaqueum, on the banks of the 
Simbruinc lake, a flafh of lightning darted upon the repaft, 
difperfed the difties, overturned the tabic, and, while the 
emperor was drinking, (truck the cup out of his hand. This 
accident happened in the neighbourhood of Tibur, whence 
Plautus was originally fprung by his/ather’s fide ; therefore, 
the people believed, that he was appointed by the, gods to 
Vero fucceed Nero. Thefe particulars alarmed Nero, who wrote 
Ine^adtifes would a£t prudently in confulting the 

Rtth%lus and tranquility of Rome, by withdrawing to his pof- 

FljiutuTio feflions in Afia, where he might enjoy the bloom of his 
re/ire to life free from intrigues of fadtion, fraught with ambiguity 
and danger. Upon this yearning, Plautus, who had long 
fince buried himfelf in retirement, (hunning and dvtading 
power, left Rome, and, with Antiftia his wife, am a few 
friends, haftened to Afia. At this period, Nero zjfjpointcd 
Tigranes (P) king of Armenia, which the brav;^ ^^orbulo 

' had 

(P) Tigranes was grandfon, phyra the daughter of Arche-, 
or rather great-grandfon, to Ar- laus. His father was likewifc 
chelaus, formerly king of Cap- named Alexander. He was ne- 
padocia $ for he was the grand- phew to another Timnes, like- 
fon of Alexander, who was put wife king of Armem, who was 
to death by his own father He- put to death under Tiberius, in 
rod king of Judm^ andofGla- the twen^-fecond year of that 

prince’* 
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had reduced, and bedowed npon him a bodf of guards^ 
confifting of a thoufand legionaries, three cohorts of con- 
federates, and two wings of horfe, to fupport him in main- 
taining his new realm. Corbulo, having thus compbted 
the leduflion of Armenia, left that country, and retired 
into Syria, a province affigned him upon the death of Nu- 
midius ^adratus the late governor In the clofe of the 
year, Vibms Secundus, a Roman knight, was, upon the 
accufation of the Moors, condemned for extortion, and ex- 
pelled Italy. 

® Tacit, Annal.lib. xiv. cap. i6. 

prince’s reign, and thirty-fixth at Rome, in the quality of a 
of the Chrillian aera (2), Ta- hoftage, his fpirit was milerably 
citus tells us, that, as this debafed, even to a degree of ab- 
prlnce had paflfed many years jedtnefs and fcrvitude (3). 

(») Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 7. (j) Tacit, Annal# 

Kb. xiv. cap. a6. 
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